
Colorado Traction Law Compliance
Survey Details

•	 489 interviews and tire surveys

•	 Surveys conducted from February – April 2021

•	 9 gas stations along I-70 between Gypsum  
and Evergreen

•	 Various locations, weather conditions and times

Vehicles Surveyed

80% Personal

8% Company

12% Rental

Survey Takeaways
•	 83% of all vehicles had 4WD or AWD

•	 11% of all vehicles carried chains or traction device

•	 Nearly 75% of non-compliant vehicles were driven 
by Colorado residents

•	 3% of surveyed vehicles were non-compliant rentals

During an active Traction Law, all motorists 
must have 3/16” tread depth and at least 
one of the following:

1.	 4WD or AWD vehicle
2.	 Tires with a mud and snow designation 

(M+S icon)
3.	 Winter tires (mountain-snowflake icon)
4.	 Tire with an all-weather rating by 

the manufacturer
5.	 Chains or approved traction device
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http://winter.codot.gov

