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Teen article – Click it or Ticket -  for school papers or teen newsletters

GET BELTED, NOT BUSTED (OR WORSE)
Eight good reasons to buckle up this winter
Winter driving is hard and, let’s face it, sometimes pretty scary.  There are icy roads, impatient speeders and pedestrians popping out at the last minute.  
You can’t predict what other people on the road are going to do. And often you can’t predict the weather. But there’s one thing you can predict:  Colorado law enforcement officials will be out in force, making sure you’re buckled up this winter. Not only will strapping-in save teens around Colorado from fines and points off their licenses for each infraction – it’ll save some lives.  
According to CDOT, motor vehicle crashes are the number one killer of teens in Colorado and many more are severely injured every year. In 2008 alone, 48 15- to 20-year-olds died on Colorado roadways.  
It’s scary when you think about it.  Car crashes kill more teens in Colorado than anything else. The interesting thing is that car crash deaths can be effortlessly fought with a 2-inch-wide strap of woven fabric. In fact, for front-seat passengers, lap and shoulder belts reduce the chance of serious injury by as much as 50 percent.  And in fatal crashes, only one percent of belted occupants are ejected from their vehicle while 22 percent of unbelted occupants are ejected; and 75 percent of those unbuckled are killed.  
With Colorado’s blinding blizzards and icy roads, an accident or close call is almost inevitable.  That’s why Colorado law enforcement officers are stepping up law enforcement activities in hopes of saving some lives.  
“Safety belts clearly save lives.  But unfortunately too many teens still need a tough reminder. We are going to be out in force buckling down on those who are not buckled up,” said Col. James Wolfinbarger, chief of the Colorado State Patrol.  “Unless you want to risk a ticket, points off your license or worse, you need to remember to ‘Click It or Ticket’ day and night, winter, spring, summer and fall.” 

Our advice:  We’ll give you eight very good reasons to buckle up this season. 

· Reasons #1-6: If you’re caught not wearing a seatbelt, you lose points from your license. (All drivers under 18 and their passengers must wear seat belts. It’s the law. Violations can cost the driver two points on their license for each unrestrained person in the car.) You lose a total of six points and your license gets yanked. Let’s do the math: Two points per person not wearing a seat belt. Three unbuckled people in your vehicle. In one fell swoop, your license evaporates quicker than dew in the morning sun.)
· Reason #7: Don’t get busted during the enforcement period. If you get caught, you’ll not only lose points, you’ll be fined. There goes your hard-earned cash.
· Reason #8 and the best reason of all: Buckling up saves lives.
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