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Teen facts for students to use to develop stories for school papers or teen newsletters 
TEEN DRIVING FACT SHEET
WINTER EDITION
General

· Motor vehicle crashes are the leading cause of death for young adults aged 15-20.

· Per mile, crash rates for teen drivers are four to eight times higher than adult drivers.

· 64% of motor vehicle deaths among teens occurred when other teens were driving.

· 40% of fatal crashes involving teen drivers occur after dark.

Seat Belts 

· A recent observational survey shows 72.9% of teens in Colorado wear their seat belts, compared to 81.1% of the general public.
· Severe injury is three times more likely for those not wearing safety belts.
· Consistent use of seat belts by parents has been shown to be the single biggest influence of a teen’s likelihood to wear seat belts.
· All drivers under 18 and their passengers must wear seat belts. It’s the law.
· Violations can cost the driver two points on their license for each unrestrained person in the car.
Distracted Driving

· One in every six crashes is caused by distracted drivers.

· Cell phone users were four to five times more likely to have crashes than non-users.

· In Colorado, it’s illegal for a teen with an instruction permit to text or use a cell phone while driving.

· In Colorado, drivers under age 18 are not allowed to have passengers under 21 until they have had their license for at least six months, and then only one passenger under 21 until they’ve had their license for one year. (See www.coteendriver.com for exemptions.)

Severe Weather Driving Tips

On Ice or Snow

· Slow down. Bridges and overpasses freeze first; reduce speed and avoid sudden changes in direction.

· Keep windows clear.

· Keep your speed steady and slow – but not so slow that your car gets stuck in deeper snow.

· Use brakes cautiously. Abrupt braking can cause brake lock-up and cause you to lose steering control.

When It Rains

· Slow down. Roads usually prove more slippery than they would seem.

· Turn on your lights. Use the defroster or air conditioner to keep windows and mirrors clear.

When It’s Foggy

· Stay to the right of the roadway.

· Turn on your headlights – day or night – to low beam.

· If you can’t see the road’s edge, pull off on the right – well out of the traffic lane – and turn on the emergency flashers. Wait until visibility improves before you continue.
