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Abstract

This Environmental Assessment documents the National Environmental Policy Act analysis
process for the U.S. 287 at Lamar Reliever Route project in Prowers County, Colorado, and
incorporates findings from two previously completed studies for an alternate route. The
purpose of the project is to improve the safety on U.S. 287 through Lamar, Colorado, and
increase the efficiency of long-distance truck traffic traveling through the region. The
existing corridor has conflicts between local traffic and through-traffic and a narrow
roadway cross-section through Lamar.

The Proposed Action would relocate existing U.S. 287 and U.S. 50 to a new alignment
approximately 1 mile east of the city. The Proposed Action consists of a new mainline, three
new interchanges, and provisions for two future local access points along the new
alignment. In addition, the new alignment includes a new crossing of the Arkansas River.
The Proposed Action was selected as the alternative which best met the project purpose and
additional project criteria while minimizing impacts to social and environmental resources
to the surrounding area. The impacts to social and environmental resources are discussed in
depth for the No Action Alternative and the Proposed Action. Potential impacts to resources
resulting from the Proposed Action will be mitigated as defined by 40 CFR §1508.20.

Questions about this project may be directed to:

Paul Westhoff, P.E.

Resident Engineer

Colorado Department of Transportation Region 2
2402 South Main Street

Lamar, CO 81502

(719) 336-3228

Paul.Westhoff@ state.co.us

Lisa Streisfeld

Regional Planning and Environmental Manager
Colorado Department of Transportation Region 2
1480 Quail Lake Loop

Colorado Springs, CO 80906

(719) 227-3248

lisa.streisfeld@ state.co.us

Chris Horn

Senior Operations Engineer

Federal Highway Administration
12300 West Dakota Avenue, Suite 180
Lakewood, CO 80228

(720) 963-3017

chris.horn@dot.gov




A public hearing for this project will be held on Thursday, September 19, 2013 from 5:00 PM
to 7:00 PM in the Mezzanine Room at the Prowers County Annex Building. The public
review period begins Tuesday, September 3, 2013 and ends Thursday, October 3, 2013.
Please mail or email comments to Caitlin McCusker, CH2M HILL, 9193 S. Jamaica Street,
Englewood, CO, 80112 or caitlin.mccusker@ch?m.com by October 3, 2013.

The Environmental Assessment is available for review in hard copy format at the following
locations and/ or by request from CDOT Region 2. The document also is available on the
project website at http:/ /www.coloradodot.info/projects /us287lamar.

Colorado Department of Transportation Region 2
2402 S. Main Street
Lamar, CO 81052

Colorado Department of Transportation Region 2
1480 Quail Lake Loop
Colorado Springs, CO 80906

Colorado Department of Transportation Region 2
905 Erie Avenue

P.O. Box 536

Pueblo, CO 81002

Colorado State Publications Library
201 E. Colfax Avenue, Room 314
Denver, CO 80203

Federal Highway Administration
12300 West Dakota Avenue, Suite 180
Lakewood, CO 80228

Lamar City Complex
102 E. Parmenter Street
Lamar, CO 80152

Lamar Community Building
610 S. 6th Street
Lamar, CO 81052

Lamar Public Library
102 E. Parmenter Street
Lamar, CO 81052

Prowers County Office of County Commissioners
301 S. Main Street, #215
Lamar, CO 81052
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A Federal agency may publish a notice in the Federal Register, pursuant to 23 USC §139(1),
indicating that one or more Federal agencies have taken final action on permits, licenses, or
approvals for a transportation project. If such notice is published, claims seeking judicial
review of those Federal agency actions will be barred unless such claims are filed within 150
days after the date of publication of the notice, or within such shorter time period as is
specified in the Federal laws pursuant to which judicial review of the Federal agency action
is allowed. If no notice is published, then the periods of time that otherwise are provided by
the Federal laws governing such claims will apply.
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