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Welcome to the I-270 Corridor
Improvements Project Open House

Please take this opportunity to learn more about
the project by viewing the exhibits throughout the
room, listening to the project video presentation,

and talking with project staff.

Your comments and insights are important
= Fill out and return a comment sheet

= Share your ideas with project team members

« ldentify areas of interest or concern on the project map
= Send an email or call the hotline with your comments

Thank you for taking the time to get involved
in the 1-270 Corridor Improvements Project

Project team members will be available throughout the meeting to talk with you and answer your questions.
If you need translation services, child care, or any other assistance please let a staff member know.
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Background

The Colorado Department of Transportation (CDOT) and the Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA) are conducting an environmental study to evaluate
transportation improvements for the 1-270 corridor. The project would improve
traffic flow and safety on the I-270 mainline; reconfigure interchanges and ramps;
enhance bicycle and pedestrian connectivity across 1-270; and replace deficient
bridges and other infrastructure.

- The project area includes the entire extent of 1-270 between 1-25 and I-70.

= No major improvements have occurred since the highway was constructed
between 1965 and 1970.

= Several studies over the past decade have identified the need for
corridor improvements.

= The need for improvements has become more urgent as the infrastructure
has deteriorated and traffic volumes have increased.
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Environmental Study and
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Public Input Opportunities

Environmental Study & Public Input Opportunities
2020-2025

w\ CDOT determined a more EIS (2024 - 2025']'
CDOT & FHWA Initiate detailed environmental
/1.‘ :::ﬂ{ ¥ NEPA .a.nticlpat';ng an review was needed ‘n" /‘,""

Environmental = & requests an | Data Collection & = Preliminary Design & _ Documentation &
Assessment Environmental Impact Agency Coordination Impact Analysis Agency Review
Statement (EIS)

Environmental Study &
Public Input Opportunities

EIS (2024-2025) \

o, Future
Public Review & Project 3 Constrockon mm Construction afmb' |

= Record of Decision == Environmental ®  of Critical Bridges ™ 1-270 Corridor - \-270 |
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Hearing
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Purpose of I-270 Corridor
P E@ Improvements

this Study

Why are CDOT and FHWA conducting this
environmental study?

= |-270 corridor improvements are important and needed.

« We need input from residents and businesses in the
area, highway and transit users, and other interested
groups on how to improve the corridor.

« CDOT and FHWA are committed to addressing
transportation needs and minimizing environmental and
community impacts.

An environmental study will:

- Document the need for the project.

« ldentify potential alternatives to address the needs.
= Describe the environment in the affected area.

- Analyze the benefits and effects of the project to the
environment and community.

« Commit to measures to mitigate community and
environmental impacts of the project.
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The purpose of the I-270 Corridor Improvements
project is to:

= Implement transportation solutions that modernize the 1-270 corridor to
accommodate existing and forecasted transportation demand.

The identified transportation needs are as follows:
= Traveler safety

= Transit on the corridor

= Bicycle and pedestrian connectivity across |-270

= Travel time reliability

= Freight mobility

Goal: Minimize environmental impacts (including air
quality, greenhouse gas emissions, community impacts)
from the project.

The project Purpose and Need

Frames the Presents a case for Provides the foundation

transportation doing something for evaluating how
problems (compared to improvements
doing nothing) solve problem




Corridor Safety

High Crash
Locations - 10—
Along 1-270 ——f===—

i Eastbound I-270
between I-76 and
York Street

Colorado Blvd

July 22, 2023 Incident:
. 2 CSP Trooper vehicles hit
while assisting a motorist

Corridor Wide Crash Trends

Other Minor
10-15%’ 8%
Guard Rail Rear End
-8% 58-63%
5-8% iy Delay

Crashes Impacts as

Major

Sideswipe by Type a RE‘:SU lt of 48%
Dire?:?:g; Intermediate Incidents
20-25% 2
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Statistics
Crashes and emergency repairs result in 980 hours
(or 40 days) of lane closures on the corridor.

|-270 existing shoulder range from 4 feet to 12 feet.
Narrow shoulder sections do not provide adequate space
for disabled and emergency response vehicles, resulting in
longer response times and delays in adjacent travel lanes.

Westbound I-270
at Vasquez Blvd
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Existing Traffic (2023)

5B 1-25 to EB 1-270

Average EB Speed
12am-6am: 60-65 mph
Highly Congested ( 6arm-9am: 25-30 mph )
M i I-76 Ramps to EB 1-270
Highly Congested ( 1pm-7pm: 25-30 mph ) 7 000
7pm-12am: 60-65 mph

EEB Ramp from York

9,100

1-270 Traffic
Everyday more than 100,000 vehicles travel the
highway, and congestion and travel delays are

persistent. Depending on location, 8-17 percent
of daily traffic is freight trucks.

h % Freight
wg- 11UCkS

{Medium/heavy duty vehicles)

Doy 197

I-270 Corridor
Improvements

WE Ramps to |-76/York

11,600
105,100 '14%

?_Colorado Blvd

Average WB Speed
1Zzam-6am: 60-65 mph
I::FEarr.'t—*}arr.T 25-30 mph JHighly Congested
Sam-2pm: 50-55 mph
et "Eﬁﬁtﬁﬁu.re_ {m\) Highly Congested

7pm-12am: 60-65 mph

s N " S0tteneck Ap
Apg,

81,400 17%

WE I-70 to WEB 1-270

31,300

EB I-270 to EE |-70

37,200



Origin and Destination Study I-270 Corridor
Improvements

Percent of vehicles that
travel the length of 1-270

Through-trip traffic analysis was
conducted from September to
November 2021 to determine:

= Percent of traffic traveling on [-270
without stopping

= Percent of traffic traveling on [-270
diverting to other routes

Peak hour congestion estbound Trips Trucks: ss.assc- - (=Sl Eastbound Tribs _Trucs:so-sor~ - Lo
avoidance on 1-270 e

= Congestion on 1-270 during peak hours
makes some drivers seek alternate routes

= Use of alternate routes increases traffic
on local neighborhood streets and on I il
other highways, increasing the total ' VR ...

. Avoidance

distance vehicles travel e QP AN i

PM: 205 —
= 5-6% of all westbound vehicles and 4-5%
of all eastbound vehicles use alternate
routes during the peak hour

@D Congested I-270 Segment During Peak Westbound Trips [l B R l-'.astbnund 'l':rips
ammssssssssse  Congestion Avoidance Routes '

AM: XX .
PM: XX Peak Hour Vehicles




Critical Bridges Vo I-270 Corridor

Improvements

Once the environmental
study is complete, the
first construction phase
of the 1-270 Corridor
Improvements Project
will replace the bridges
over the South Platte
River, Burlington Ditch,
Brighton Road and

60th Avenue. These
bridges are located on
the west end of the
[-270 corridor, between
Vasquez Boulevard and
York Street.

Need

These bridges are reaching the end of
their useful life. They are in need of
replacement and are critical to improving
safety and travel time reliability.
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In the last 10 years this section of 1-270
experienced:

65

emergency maintenance repairs

) WR : ;
57% T
have occurred since 2020 ST gt PN L -

10

emergency repairs per year
from 2020-present

160

planned maintenance repairs

44%

have occurred since 2020

20

planned maintenance repairs
per year from 2020-present

A Brighton Blvd, UPRR,
8 and BNST Bridge }

Holly St

Since 2020, CDOT maintenance crews
have spent $150,000 and 300 hours of
traffic control to maintain these bridges,
per year.




Proposed g

Alternatives

[-270 Corridor
Improvements

Developing and evaluating project

alternatives is the heart of the
environmental study process.

Evaluation Process Includes:

= Rigorous exploration of all reasonable alternatives.

= Comparison and screening of alternatives to
determine which best meet needs and should be
carried forward for detailed evaluation in the
environmental study.

= Evaluation of the No Action Alternative.

Seven I-270 Alternatives
are being explored.
These include:

= No Action Alternative

= Two General Purpose Lanes and Increased Bicycle,
Pedestrian, and Transit Enhancements Alternative

- Three General Purpose Lanes Alternative

= Two General Purpose Lanes and a Transit Only Lane
Alternative

= Two General Purpose Lanes and an Express Lane
Accommodating Transit Alternative

= Two General Purpose Lanes and Two Express Lanes
Accommodating Transit Alternative

= Three General Purpose Lanes and an Express Lane
Accommodating Transit Alternative

Each alternative

will be evaluated to
determine its potential
to address the project’s
Purpose and Need

and to compare its
environmental impacts.
Alternatives will be
refined through the
process to select a
Preferred Alternative.

Cross sections and additional information on each of these
alternatives are included on the separate boards.
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Existing Corridor Cross Section

East of Vasquez West of Vasquez

Median % Trawellane Travellane Shoolder
= 13 12 &0

No Action Alternative
Maintain existing
highway configuration.
Bridges and pavement
will have routine
maintenance only.

- . [
Legend
@ = Froject Limits
N~ = Existing Regional Bike/Trail Network

Transit Routes
m mmm Existing RTD Route FF5
- Peak Period Service

— = Existing Bus Routes

Two General

Purpose Lanes and
Increased Bicycle,
Pedestrian, and
Transit Enhancements
Alternative

Maintain existing
highway configuration.

E Replace critical
ME=H .
it _ 1-270 bridges.
fisiie i) wity PRI v 4 oo d [ N | 3 To Fitagimons__
EEEE LA BRI, Goit Couzge] | | |1 1T [T waim = Opportunities for Bicycle &
T %% INERNERNYE BBARRN ;:'.:::g A ERR. R BRI | s o (i S “ Pedestrian Connectivity
S A e B=Jn WS NN (RRRRDE HEATHTET™ Y B to be Evaluated
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Alternatives

Alternatives

Each alternative below
includes a new interchange
configuration at Vasquez
Boulevard, replaces
deficient bridges corridor
wide, and improves the

substandard acceleration and
deceleration ramp lengths,
and enhanced bicycle and
pedestrian connectivity
across [-270.

Three General Purpose
Lanes Alternative

Two General Purpose Lanes and
a Transit-Only Lane Alternative

Two General Purpose Lanes and
an Express Lane Accommodating
Transit Alternative

Two General Purpose
Lanes and Two Express
Lanes Accommodating
Transit Alternative

Three General Purpose
Lanes and an Express
Lane Accommodating
Transit Alternative




Environmental & Community

E@ I-270 Corridor
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Resources to be Analyzed P
CDOT and FHWA will consider how the project may affect a
variety of community and environmental resources.
Community Resources Environmental Resources The environmental
= Air Quality and Greenhouse Gases - Floodplains StUdY will also .
= Bicycle and Pedestrian Facilities = Geologic Resources and Soil con§1der SO

. . o . environmental and
= Cultural resources including Archaeology, Historic = Hazardous/Solid Wastes community impacts

Resources, and Native American Consultation - Paleontology
= Energy - Stormwater/Water Quality Cumulative impacts
= Environmental Justice/Equity - Threatened and Endangered Species include potential
- Farmlands - Vegetation/Noxious Weeds lmp.acts .from th.e ,
. Freight ands and oth o project in combination
= Wetlands and other Waters of the US with other past, present

- Land Use - Wildlife/Fisheries and future projects in
= Noise the surrounding area.

= Recreation

= Right of Way

= Section 4(f)/6(f) (Historic and Recreation Properties)

= Socioeconomics

= Transportation (Including Traffic Forecasting and Transit)
- Utilities and Railroads

= Visual/Aesthetics




Land Use and Right of Way
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Adams Legend:

County === CDOT Right of Way
() Study Area

=== County Boundary
== Commerce City

Land Use:
S — | Agricultural
N Commercial
Industrial
Mixed-Use
0 Park/Open Space
[ Parking: Public/Quasi Public
Producing Mine
B Public/Quasi Public
Residential

Utilities

Vacant

§ Denver
/ {
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Minimizing Alr e %rﬁ;?o?feﬁledﬁi

Quality Impacts

What are we doing?

= Performing updated traffic analysis that represents the
projected year 2050 conditions

= Collecting and analyzing data specific to Colorado Senate
Bill 21-260 --Sustainability of the Transportation System-
requirements for air quality and equity analyses including:

= Determining potential air pollution emission impacts for 1-270 using EPA
approved models and up-to-date 2050 traffic projections

= Developing/implementing a particulate matter (PM) construction plan
to provide continuous monitoring, reporting (including exceedance alerts),
and action plans

= Developing/implementing a plan to mitigate air quality impacts (as necessary)
on communities including but not limited to disproportionately impacted
adjacent communities
« Reaching out to affected communities to improve
participation in the project development and better
understand community concerns.

< Sl 2 e
[ s NORTH CDPHE Station
.,ft"ﬂ\f:. -'\. © DustTrak
"""-.{6;. .l“;,‘ E O Lunar Cutpost Canary - 5
s AGSyne
_|: _____ £ M Clarity Node-5 (Active]
e it /L_,._,_ @ Clarity Node-S (Removed)
jgyj)\/ ~ =
i ' e by Sand Creek W #1-12N) |
_,,_a-""—h Sand Creek W #2-115 ) Nl dol 7,
i) R e [ s 1-270 Project Goal
Bapit [ @&J _hl{i_ M—J_ul_hm e | T R . . . .
J -8 = & T PR — i | Minimize environmental
- :;?‘mj; T ;]ﬂr:fl o U e impacts (including air
b i -_5”"*;’“"‘“"““*‘“”. PR o I ‘ R \‘*1- . quality, greenhouse gas
| e 1 e i et R 8 emissions, community
K | commbiaattte] | if‘““" * | impacts) from the
- | 362&%-&: eh' ! | Hf & - Q0
/ % nie; i T T e project.

This map depicts Air Quality Sensor locations along the I-270 Corridor.




Accommodatin I-270 Corridor
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Bicyc’[es' Improvements

Pedestrians,
and Transit

What are we doing?

- Engaging the Federal Transit Administration
and Regional Transportation District to ensure
alternatives accommodate transit options on
the corridor.

= Incorporating Bicycle and Pedestrian connectivity
across 1-270. For example, pedestrian underpasses
at Vasquez ramps as shown in the image to the right.

= Reaching out to affected communities to improve
participation in the bicycle, pedestrian and transit
improvements on the project.
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Top community I-270 Corridor
priorities for &7 | Improvements

I-270 Corridor
Improvements
Project heard so far

- Be able to reliably plan my trip and arrive at my
destination on time.

= Travel faster through the corridor most of the
time, even if travel times are unpredictable.

= Merge easier and safer at interchanges.

= Better ability for freight trucks to safely operate
in the corridor.

= Better ability for emergency response agencies to
get to and clear incidents.

= More engagement with the most-impacted
communities.

= Improve transit, walking
and biking infrastructure,
and wayfinding in adjacent
neighborhoods.

= Better understand and
address air, soil, and water
quality impacts.

Tell us what you think.

o ©) 9

Are there other What investments would Do you belong to or know

important issues be most meaningful to of an organization that
we should consider? your community? may have information
or ideas to share?




How to Stay

~ I-270 Corridor
=7 | Improvements

There are many ways to stay involved and engaged
in the project including:

Attending @ Requesting @

Future public events Project presentations,
and meetings updates, or tours

Sending us % Visiting the @
an email M project website k

Email: cdot_i270@state.co.us www.codot.gov/projects/i270

Subscribing to ‘ Calling us Q

Email distribution list Project Hotline:
303-512-4270




Other Projects Pogs I-270 Corridor
in the Area =7 | Improvements

SH 224 Multimodal
Improvements

= The project will resurface SH 224
from US 36 to US 6 and provide
sidewalk, drainage, lighting, and other
improvements to allow multimodal
connectivity along the SH 224 corridor

= Construction anticipated Spring 2025

- Contact:
Gary Huber, CDOT Project Manager,
303-398-6768

1-270 Bridge Preventative
Maintenance

= Project will improve significant 1-270
bridge deck deficiencies developed in
recent years by adding a temporary
reinforced concrete cap spanning the
deteriorating areas

= Construction anticipated Fall 2023

= Contact:
Matthew Brahler, CDOT Project
Manager, 720-347-5648

Vasquez Boulevard
Improvements

= The project will improve vehicular
and multimodal safety, optimize
operations, and improve multimodal
connectivity along the Vasquez
Boulevard from |-270 to 64th Avenue

= Construction anticipated in mid-2024

- Contact:
Matt Fink, CDOT Project Manager,
303-398-6767
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