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Refining the 6th and Laurel intersection:  the Evaluation Process 
 

Revised Alternative 3A determined to best meet project criteria and public input 
 
The Grand Avenue Bridge project team has worked with the Glenwood Springs community 
and other stakeholders since April 2011 to develop alternatives for the 6th and Laurel 
intersection. Each alternative was developed and evaluated based on the project criteria 
developed early in the process with input from stakeholders and the public. The evaluation 
criteria include the project Purpose and Need and stakeholder input. In May 2013, a revised 
roundabout option was recommended by the Project Working Group (PWG) as the preferred 
configuration for the Build Alternative in the Environmental Assessment (EA).  
 
The project team has looked at a range of options for the intersection that included numerous 
variations of three-, four-, and five-legged roundabouts; four and five-legged signalized 
intersections; a T-intersection off of the new Grand Avenue Bridge to 6th Street; and many 
others. In addition, stakeholders submitted ideas that were incorporated into the options that 
were evaluated against project criteria. Weighing each of the variations against a constant set of 
criteria ensures the project team identifies the best solution for the project. All of the 6th and 
Laurel intersection options that were carried forward in the process have had different features; 
but, they all provided adequate traffic operations, took pedestrian safety into consideration, 
routed SH 82 traffic off of 6th Street, required property acquisition, and provided an opportunity 
to create a gateway entrance to Glenwood Springs from I-70. 
 
To better understand why the 6th and Laurel intersection in the current Build Alternative is now a 
roundabout, it is helpful to follow the decision process and how public and stakeholder input influenced it.  
 
With the new Grand Avenue Bridge alignment 
options that touched down near the 6th and 
Laurel intersection (known as Alternative 3), 
modifications to the intersection were needed to 
accommodate the new traffic patterns. Three 
options were presented to the public at an April 
4, 2012, Public Open House. Based on public 
input, two of these were eliminated from further 
consideration—a large roundabout that would 
carry both SH 82 and local traffic on three lanes, 
and a smaller roundabout paired with a flyover 
ramp for I-70 traffic. Alternative 3A (a smaller 
roundabout) was preferred over those two 
options because it was more pedestrian friendly and moved traffic out of the 6th Street corridor, 
carried local traffic more efficiently, and had fewer construction impacts than the other two 
roundabout options.  
 

 
Intersection Option A, Roundabout, April 4, 2012. 

http://www.coloradodot.info/projects/sh82grandavenuebridge/assets/int-option-a-april-4-2012.jpg/image_view_fullscreen
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The next set of options developed for the June 6, 
2012, Public Open House included Alternative 
3A (a modified smaller roundabout), a 
signalized intersection (3E), and a T-intersection 
off of the new Grand Avenue Bridge to 6th Street 
(3D). After the Public Open House, the 
roundabout layout was modified and published 
on June 26, 2012. The T-intersection (3D) had 
numerous drawbacks and wasn’t developed any 
further after receiving unfavorable comments at 
the August 22, 2012, Public Open House.  
 
 
 
 
After the Alternative 3 alignment for the Grand 
Avenue Bridge was recommended in September 
2012, the project team further refined the 
signalized intersection (3E) and roundabout 
(3A) options so they could better compare them. 
Based on the engineering analysis conducted 
during the fall of 2012 and public preferences, 
the project team recommended a signalized 
intersection for the Build Alternative. The 
advantages of the signalized intersection over 
the 3A roundabout presented to the public on 
January 9, 2013, were that it was better for 
pedestrians, was less confusing, would have 
fewer construction traffic impacts, and would be 
less expensive to build.  
 
But, this was not the end of the discussion. There was still sentiment from the public and 
stakeholders that the intersection design was confusing, and it meant property acquisition 
impacts to several businesses. In addition, the design did not maximize the 6th Street area that 
the Glenwood Springs community had targeted for potential redevelopment, and it would not 
lend itself to gateway treatments. Based on these concerns, the project team “went back to the 
drawing board” and looked at six additional configurations for the roundabout and signalized 
intersection at 6th and Laurel. All of them shifted the intersection to the west to maximize 6th 
Street redevelopment opportunities and to minimize property impacts, while addressing traffic 
flow and safety. The best of these configurations (a revised 3A roundabout) and the previously 
recommended Alternative 3E signalized intersection went through a detailed, comparative 
evaluation against project criteria.  
 
  

 
Intersection Option A, Roundabout, Modified after 
June 6, 2012, Public Open House - June 26, 2012. 

 
Signalized Intersection Alternative 3E, January 9, 
2013. 
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The revised 3A roundabout was determined to 
respond to stakeholder concerns and overall to 
be the better of the two configurations. It was 
presented at the May 30, 2013, Stakeholder 
Working Group meeting, with the following 
benefits: 
 

• Removes the separate “T” intersection at 
6th Street and W. 6th Street, simplifying 
traffic movement. 

• Creates a longer stretch on 6th Street for 
parallel parking and frontage to 
businesses. 

• Requires less private property 
acquisition. 

• Refines the locations of sidewalks and pedestrian crossings on the north side of 
roundabout at streets with lower traffic volumes. 

 
The project criteria used to compare the signalized intersection with the roundabout resulted in a 
recommendation that the Revised 3A roundabout be included in the Grand Avenue Bridge Build 
Alternative. 
 
Project Criteria and Measures of Effectiveness Comparative Analysis 

 
Signalized 

Intersection(3E) 
Roundabout 
(Revised 3A) 

Minimize environmental impacts to scenic, aesthetic, historic, and natural 
resources. 

Comparatively 
worse 

Comparatively 
better 

Be in harmony with the community. 
Comparatively 

worse 
Comparatively 

better 

Be practical and financially realistic. Equal Equal 

Reduce and minimize construction impacts to the businesses, transportation 
users, and visitors. 

Comparatively 
better 

Comparatively 
worse 

Minimize private property impacts. 
Comparatively 

worse 
Comparatively 

better 

Safely accommodate transportation users. Equal Equal 

Maintain and improve multimodal connections for buses, pedestrians, and 
bicycles. 

Comparatively 
worse 

Comparatively 
better 

Provide an alternative that is consistent with City planning. 
Comparatively 

worse 
Comparatively 

better 

Incorporate sustainable elements into the design. 
Comparatively 

worse 
Comparatively 

better 

Maintain or improve transportation operations in the project area. 
Comparatively 

worse 
Comparatively 

better 

 
 
 

 
Revised Alternative 3A, Roundabout, May 30, 2013. 
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