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Reroute? 
 
Some have suggested that it would be cheaper and easier to entirely move – or reroute 
– I-70 onto I-270 and I-76 and replace I-70 with a city street. There are many practical 
concerns with this idea: 

• Substantial increase in traffic volumes on 46th Avenue. 2,035 volumes on 46th 
Avenue are 10 to 20 times higher (more than 50,000 vehicles per day) 
compared to existing alignment alt. 

• Rerouting I-70 will force delivery trucks and other large vehicles to use 46th 
Avenue frequently to reach the industrial areas and businesses located near the 
existing I-70. 

• Of the traffic heading west on I-70, approximately 50 percent continues past I-
25, staying on I-70. The Reroute Alternative adds two miles of out-of-direction 
travel for these vehicles. Thirty-five percent of the traffic heading west on I-70 
exits to southbound I-25. This alternative adds four miles of out-of-direction 
travel for these vehicles resulting in additional travel times. 

• There will no longer be multiple east-west highway route choices in the area. 
The multiple route choices are beneficial for emergency access. 

 
Additionally, the cost is estimated at around $3.2 billion. This would increase the 
project construction cost by approximately three times compared to the Central 70 
Project (estimated at $1.2 billion). 

Further, Bridge Enterprise funding would not be available for the I-270/I-76 reroute 
because none of the bridges along I-270 and I-76 are rated as poor, which means that 
they are not eligible for that funding.  

Here's what is included in that cost: 

• Complete reconstruction of the entire length of the I-270/I-76 – a large section of 
this highway has been built on landfill and could require up to 20 feet of 
excavation. 

• 12 lanes total with lanes and shoulders built to current safety standards. 
• Reconstruction of all mainline bridges to accommodate 12 lanes with shoulders 

built to current standards. 
• Reconstruction of ramps and auxiliary lanes. 
• Interchange reconstruction at I-70/I-270, I-270/I-76/US 36, I-76/I-25, and I-

76/State Highway 121. The interchanges at I-270/I-76/US 36 and I-76/I-25 would 
require substantial improvements and may become new “mousetrap” types of 
interchanges (similar to I-70/I-25). 

• Culverts/drainage throughout the length of the reroute.  
• Structural and embankment walls throughout the length of the reroute.  
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• Hazardous materials clean-up/disposal/other related costs. The reroute goes 
through industrial areas with known hazardous materials contamination. 

• Railroad work to accommodate crossings.  
• Work over drainage ways and other waterways that would take extra precaution, 

construction efforts, and mitigation (for example, local roads, Sand Creek, South 
Platte River, Clear Creek, floodplains, ponds, lakes, gravel pits and natural 
areas).  

• Environmental documentation to satisfy National Environmental Protection Act 
(NEPA) – likely an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). This cost was assumed 
to be $40 million. The area that would be included is much larger than the 
current EIS and will require substantially more work and time to complete. 

• Environmental Justice mitigation would be required due to the environmental 
justice populations along the reroute that would be impacted.  

• Right-of-way costs along I-76 and I-270. 
• Removing I-70 and the viaduct between I-270 and I-76 and Brighton Boulevard. 
• Converting I-70 to a 6-lane principal arterial between I-270 and I-76. 

 
The following items are not included in this estimate: 

• Costs to remove I-
70 between 
Brighton 
Boulevard and 
Pecos Street, over 
Clear Creek and 
Sand Creek. 

• Improvements to 
I-25 between I-
76/I-270 and the 
existing I-70 -- 
necessary to 
accommodate 
increased traffic 
on I-25 as a result 
of out-of-direction 
travel. 

• Costs associated 
with improving 
the local road grid 
to disperse traffic 
and encourage alternate transportation. 

• Costs for a 6-lane arterial to cross Clear Creek and Sand Creek and the railroads. 
• Modifications to the I-25/I-70 interchange to accommodate the 6-lane boulevard 

and the increased north-south traffic on I-25. 
• Improvements to I-70 east of the existing I-70/I-270 interchange area, which are 

included as part of the Central 70 Project. 
 




