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Federal Highway Administration pollinator resources

Federal Highway Administration’s Environmental Review Toolkit for Pollinators:
https://www.environment.fhwa.dot.gov/env_topics/ecosystems/pollinators.aspx

Literature Review: Pollinator Habitat Enhancement and Best Management Practices in Highway Rights-of-Way:
https://www.environment.fhwa.dot.gov/env_topics/ecosystems/pollinator_reports/pollinators_BMPs_in_highway_ROW.aspx

Roadside Best Management Practices that Benefit Pollinators: Handbook for Supporting Pollinators through Roadside Maintenance and Landscape Design
https://www.environment.fhwa.dot.gov/env_topics/ecosystems/Pollinators_Roadsides/BMPs_pollinators_landscapes.aspx

Pollinators and Roadsides: Best Management Practices for Managers and Decision Makers
https://www.environment.fhwa.dot.gov/env_topics/ecosystems/Pollinators_Roadsides/BMPs_pollinators_roadsides.aspx

Identifying the Current State of Practice for Vegetation Management Associated with Pollinator Health and Habitat: An Interview Report 
https://www.environment.fhwa.dot.gov/env_topics/ecosystems/pollinator_reports/pollinator_interview_rpt.aspx

Roadside Revegetation: An Integrated Approach to Establishing Native Plants and Pollinator Habitat
This report offers an integrated approach to facilitate the successful establishment of native plants and pollinator habitats along roadsides and other areas of disturbance associated with road modifications. The report takes practitioners through a comprehensive process of initiation, planning, implementation, monitoring and operations & maintenance of a roadside revegetation project with native plants for creating pollinator habitats, and describes adapting/improving processes for future projects.
A primer and resource library accompanies the report. Available at: http://www.nativerevegetation.org/learn/

Ecoregional Revegetation Assistant Tool 
A map-based tool to aid practitioners when selecting native plants for restoration and pollinator habitat enhancement. The map can be searched by US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Level III Ecoregions, as well as by state. The database includes plant attributes such as soil type, moisture needs, palatability, salt tolerance, and value to pollinators, including nectar plants for monarchs. The plant species found within an ecoregion can be filtered by attributes, and a list of workhorse plant species can also be generated. This is part of a collaboration between the Federal Highway Administration, US Forest Service, WSP, and Xerces Society.
This tool can help practitioners to select native plants suitable for revegetation of a site by using filters for needed plant attributes, including value to pollinators. The tool is available at www.nativerevegetation.org/era.

Pollinator Conservation Resources 

Roadsides as Habitat for Pollinators: Frequently Asked Questions
https://xerces.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/Roadsides_FAQs_XercesSociety.pdf

The Pollinator Conservation Resource Center has regional information about plant lists, habitat conservation guides, and more
https://xerces.org/pollinator-resource-center/

Bring Back the Pollinators
https://xerces.org/bringbackthepollinators/

Plants for Pollinators
https://xerces.org/pollinator-conservation/plant-lists/pollinator-plants-southern-plains-region/
https://xerces.org/pollinator-conservation/plant-lists/pollinator-plants-northern-plains-region/

Nectar Plants for Monarchs in Colorado
https://xerces.org/monarch-nectar-plant-guide-southwest/
https://xerces.org/monarch-nectar-plant-guide-rocky-mountains/
https://xerces.org/monarch-nectar-plant-guide-southern-plains/
https://xerces.org/monarch-nectar-plant-guide-northern-plains/

Attracting Native Pollinators book
https://xerces.org/announcing-the-publication-of-attracting-native-pollinators/

100 Plants to Feed the Bees book
https://xerces.org/100-plants-to-feed-the-bees/

Pollinator Monitoring / Community Science Projects

Native Bee Watch: A Colorado citizen science field guide
https://nativebeewatch.files.wordpress.com/2018/03/fieldguide_12march2018_lowrez.pdf

Bumble Bee Watch
https://www.bumblebeewatch.org/

Western Monarch Milkweed Mapper
https://www.monarchmilkweedmapper.org/


Monarchs and Milkweeds

A rapid field assessment for milkweeds can be found on the Roadside Habitat for Monarchs website: 
https://monarchjointventure.org/our-work/projects/roadsides-as-habitat-for-monarch-butterflies
Another option is the national Integrated Monarch Monitoring Program (https://monarchjointventure.org/IMMP), which compares monarch habitat and use across different land-use types, including roadsides. This program is more quantitative and may be more rigorous when comparing different habitat types or regions across time. 

See the Monarch Joint Venture handout “Mowing and Management: Best Practices for Monarchs” for more information, including management windows.

See Milkweeds: A Conservation Practitioner’s Guide for more about milkweeds. 

Add milkweed and monarch sightings to community science portals: Journey North (all of US; https://journeynorth.org/) and/or Western Monarch Milkweed Mapper (western US; https://www.monarchmilkweedmapper.org/).

In each region, there are many native species that can be planted on roadsides to support monarchs.  We have produced recognition guides that highlight the most common milkweed species along roadsides. The Xerces Society has also produced lists of monarch nectar plants for each region of the lower 48 states. These fact sheets are available at:
https://xerces.org/monarch-nectar-plants/

For a directory of sources of milkweed seed, visit https://xerces.org/milkweed-seed-finder/.



Please feel free to reach out to me with questions or requests for additional resources!
Jennifer Hopwood

Jennifer.hopwood@xerces.org
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