
Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 1

Highway Location:

Counties: Larimer
Length (Miles): 9.981

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

One Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory form (form) for previously recorded segments of the highway was 
identified in Compass.  The record for this previously recorded segment refers to a portion of the former cross-state 
route that is located in the southern part of the state and is no longer part of SH 1.  No site form was available.      

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

001A From U.S. 287C North of (Willox Dr) in Fort Collins at the South Side of Terry Lake To the 
Frontage Road East of the I-25 Interchange at MilePost 278 in Wellington

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

5LA.9132 Eligible - Officially>Eligible - 
Field

7/27/2000>4/20/2000 STATE HIGHWAY 26, STATE HIGHWAY 
1, US HIGHWAY 85, 87, AND 160, 
COUNTY ROAD 71.1, LINDEN AVENUE

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 1

Historical Data:

SH 1 is approximately 10 miles long and extends between US 287 north of Fort Collins and Interstate (I)-25 in 
Wellington.  The current SH 1 is a small remnant of a former cross-state route designated SH 1 that extended from 
the New Mexico border north to Wyoming.  

Northern Colorado was historically the terminus for several prominent trails.  The Oregon Trail, later renamed the 
Overland Trail, extended between Julesburg and Wyoming via Fort Collins.  Settlement occurred along these trails 
and the establishment of farms and ranches led to the later development of water irrigation systems.  The area 
developed into a successful agricultural region in the 1890s with activities related to wheat, alfalfa, and flour milling as 
well as livestock-raising.   In the early 1900s the Great Western Sugar Company established a presence in Northern 
Colorado with numerous factories and railroads to collect sugar beets from fields throughout the region, including 
Berthoud, and distribute the product to sugar factories in Loveland, Longmont, and Fort Collins. (Berthoud Historical 
Society)      

A number of railroads constructed through the region beginning in the 1860s eventually led to a decline in travel 
along these trails and opened up new markets within the state and beyond.  The Colorado Central Railroad 
established itself in the region in 1877.  As a result, the region experienced further settlement, population growth, and 
agricultural development between approximately 1870 and 1890.  The popularity of the automobile increased 
dramatically between 1900 and 1920 as a result of the Good Roads Movement and the establishment of the 
Colorado Highway Commission that expanded the state’s highway network.  By 1914 the Lincoln Highway extended 
through Northern Colorado generally following the path of the Overland Trail.  The development of the first state 
highways included major routes providing connection between population centers and agricultural areas.  In addition, 
smaller communities increasingly saw the benefits of highway access, which led to further highway construction 
along less traveled routes and alignments in the 1920s and 1930s.  The major transportation corridors accessing the 
Front Range included SH 34, SH 36, and I-25, and 76. (Carter and Mehls 1984: 34-36, 41-43, 63-65, 118)

Historic state highway maps indicate that by 1916 a highway located along the general corridor of present-day SH 1 
was in place.  State highway maps and research reveal that the north-south segment of the Colorado Loop of the 
Lincoln Highway was established to the east of SH 1 by 1919.  From 1926 to 1953 SH 1 was a cross-state route 
extending north from the New Mexico border through prominent cities like Trinidad, Pueblo, Colorado Springs, 
Denver, Longmont, and Fort Collins to the Wyoming border.  By 1954 the length of SH 1 was turned back with its 
northern terminus ending in Fort Collins.  However, the route between Fort Collins and Wellington was re-designated 
as part of SH 1 in 1957.  In 1968 the cross-state route was scaled back to include only the current 10-mile segment.  
The southern end of SH 1 was realigned at US 287 in 1997 by approximately 500 feet.  (Butko 2005: 168, 179)     

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 1

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 1

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 1 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A
As an Engineered Route, this highway segment possesses significance under Criterion A in the area of 
Transportation for its association as a former cross-state route that served as an early and important north-south 
transportation corridor through the state that connected a number of major commercial and population centers 
within Colorado.  As such, this highway was an early and important project by the Colorado Highway Department.  
Research does not confirm that this specific highway corridor was built or improved as part of a federal relief 
project.  Although the highway connected numerous urban centers research did not indicate that it served as a 
farm-to-market road providing a direct link between an important agricultural region and major commercial centers.  
SH 1 possesses significance under Criterion A in the area of Transportation at the state level.    

Criterion B
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.

Criterion C
This highway is considered to be an early or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department; however, 
research and literature review yielded no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering design 
or construction techniques that serve to distinguish this highway from other roads and does not appear to exhibit 
important engineering innovations or important later modifications.  The highway’s design and construction appear 
to fall within the established standard practices of state highway design and construction of the time and the 
highway does not possess significance under Criterion C.  
   
Criterion D
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 1

001.jpg
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 2

Highway Location:

Counties: Adams, Arapahoe, Denver
Length (Miles): 19.175

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms for previously recorded segments of this highway listed above and 
available in Compass were reviewed.  Only 5JF.5116.1 was available for review and included a discussion of Old SH 2 
in the area of US 40 in Mount Vernon Canyon before it was abandoned and realigned in 1937.

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

002A From U.S. 285D (Hampden Ave) and (Colorado Blvd)  in Denver North To A Direct Connection 
onto U.S. 06H  North of 52nd St in Commerce City

002B From a Direct Connection Fly Over at Jct U.S.6H at (Vasquez Blvd) in Commerce City To 
MilePost 13  - Begin SH 002C at (Quebec St) End SH 002B

002C From SH 002B at Quebec St in Commerce City northeast To the I-76 Interchange between 
Commerce City and Brighton

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

5JF.5116.1 Supports eligibility of entire 
linear resource>Field eligible

03/26/2013>12/06/2012 OLD STATE HIGHWAY 2 - SEGMENT

5JF.5116.2 Supports eligibility of entire 
linear resource>Field eligible

03/26/2013>12/06/2012 OLD STATE HIGHWAY 2 - SEGMENT

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

5DV.1085 Jackson Street Group Staff - Officially Eligible

5DV.310 George W. Clayton Trust and College Listed on National Register

5DV.50 City Park Historic District Listed on National Register

5DV.5186 Seventh Avenue Historic District Local Landmark

5DV.5311 City Park Golf Course Listed on National Register

5DV.840 High Line Canal 106 - Officially eligible

5DV.9035 Park Hill Historic District Listed on National Register

Mead & Hunt, Inc./Dill Historians LLC State Highway (SH) 2 - Page 1

*Information based on data from Compass provided by OAHP



Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 2

Historical Data:

SH 2 begins in the Denver metro area at Hampden Ave (US 285) traveling north along Colorado Blvd, connecting 
with US 6 at Vasquez Blvd, and then travels northeast through Commerce City to connect with I-76 near Brighton for 
an overall length of 19.175 miles.   

On early state travel maps in 1916 and 1922, SH 2 was first marked as "State Highway 21".  According to Matthew 
Salek, SH 2 traveled the northern length of the state, along the alignment of US 40 from Utah to Metro Denver, east 
to Colfax then north on Broadway to Brighton Blvd.  It traveled northeast on the current Vasquez Blvd (US6-85) then 
northeast along US 85 to Greeley.  From Greeley, SH 2 went to Wiggins along US 34 then US 6 to Ft. Morgan to 
Sterling, then US 38 to Nebraska.  By 1923, state travel maps show State Highway 21 marked as SH 2.  By 1926 the 
Federal Bureau of Public Roads had renumbered SH 2 as US 40 (Form 5JF.5116.1)

SH 2 was rerouted a number of times.  The segment along US 40 in Mount Vernon Canyon and Floyd Hill was 
abandoned by 1937 when the new alignment of US 40 from Morrison to US 6 was completed. (Site Form 
5JF.5116.1).  By 1940, SH 2 was co-signed with US 6 and US 40 along Colfax to Colorado Blvd, then traveled north 
through Commerce City, along Vasquez Blvd then northeast through Hudson to Wiggins, no longer traveling through 
Greeley (Salek).  In 1962, Denver city maps show SH 2 in the metro area traveling east along Colfax and then 
connecting north with Colorado Blvd, then providing a junction with I-80s before heading northeast to US 6.  
(Simmons, Simmons and Bunyak, 2011: K-260)  By 1968, SH 2 is currently marked only in the metro area, along its 
current alignment from Hampden (US 285) north along Colorado Blvd (then SH 153)  to Vasquez Blvd (US 6/85) then 
traveling northeast before ending at the junction with I-76. (Salek)

SH 2 travels along Colorado Blvd in Denver.  Colorado Blvd. serves as a connector for the suburban residential areas 
in south Denver to the central urban corridors.  Colorado Blvd, which is a part of the southern half of SH 2, has been 
marked on Denver maps since the late 1880s (Willits Farm Map, 1889, Rollendets Map, 1898).  It served as the 
boundary between Denver County and Arapahoe County until the city of Denver annexed portions of Arapahoe 
County south of Alameda from 1945-1960. Colorado Blvd also borders the town of Glendale between Alameda and 
Arizona Avenues.  The mid-century growth of suburban neighborhoods, shopping retail centers, and automobile 
related business is reflected on Colorado Blvd.  It is a six-lane thoroughfare that travels through a congested area 
with fast-food outlets, automobile dealerships and retail strip malls. Colorado Blvd served the suburban development 
in the areas south of Evans Avenue and provided the important link to the new shopping centers and the new Valley 
Highway System.  By 1955, the Colorado Blvd exit to the Valley Highway (I-25) was complete (Simmons, Simmons 
and Bunyak, 2011: E-164).  Although Colorado Blvd borders seven historic districts (Park Hill, City Park and City Park 
Golf Course, Clayton College, Seventh Avenue, Jackson Street, and the Highline Canal), it was not instrumental in 
the development of these historic districts.  Instead, Colorado Blvd. is a product of the post-war suburban 
development of eastern Denver. The rapid rise of suburban neighborhoods south and east of Denver after World War 
II relied heavily on the north-south connector of Colorado Blvd to access the urban center (Noel, 1990:  255-276).

The northeastern portion of SH 2 serves as a connector through Commerce City, traveling on the northwestern edge 
of the Rocky Mountain Arsenal Wildlife Refuge to I-76.  Commerce City was first established as an agricultural 
community with hog farms and truck gardens. The addition of the Rocky Mountain Arsenal in 1942 and post war 
population growth also stimulated industry in this area.  Oil refineries, industrial parks, and even a Greyhound dog 
racing track populated the area.  Easy access to the transportation corridors such as SH 2, and US 85, US 6 and 
railroads only increased the industrial success (Noel 1990: 352; 361-362).

Research reveals that SH 2 facilitated the physical development of the suburban Denver metro area during the post-
World War II period.

Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway System, Colorado State 
Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, plans in the Online 
Transportation Information System (OTIS) and site forms for previously surveyed resources in Compass when 
available.

Mead & Hunt, Inc./Dill Historians LLC State Highway (SH) 2 - Page 2

*Information based on data from Compass provided by OAHP



Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 2

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 2

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 2 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A
As an Engineered Route, SH 2 possesses significance under Criterion A.  In the Denver metro area, Colorado 
Blvd. is a product of the post-war suburban development of eastern Denver.  The development of the southern 
Denver suburban corridor relied on SH 2 for its physical growth.  As such, SH 2 possesses significance under 
Criterion A in the area of Transportation and Community Planning and Development for its role in post-World War II 
suburban growth in Denver at the local level.

Criterion B
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.  

Criterion C
As a representative example, a state highway that exhibits physical features indicative of an important type or 
subtype identified in the MPS reflecting its original design or important variation may possess significance.   A state 
highway may also possess significance for particularly important engineering achievements.  

This highway is not considered to be an early or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department.  
Research and literature review yielded no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering 
design or construction techniques that serve to distinguish this highway from other roads and does not appear to 
exhibit important engineering innovations or important later modifications.  The highway’s design and construction 
appear to fall within the established standard practices of state highway design and construction of the time and the 
highway does not possess significance under Criterion C. 

Criterion D 
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 2

002.jpg
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 3

Highway Location:

Counties: La Plata
Length (Miles): 2.568

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

One Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory form (5LP.6654) for previously recorded segments of this highway was 
identified in Compass, but corresponds to U.S. Highway (US) 550.  The roadway currently designated SH 3 was 
previously designated as part of US 160 and US 550. US 550 was previously recommended as field eligible and 
recommended as possessing historical significance as part of this study.  US 160 was also recommended as 
possessing historical significance as part of this study.    

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

003A From U.S. 160A at (Dominguez Dr) in south Durango North To U.S. 160A in Durango Begin 
(Santa Rita Dr)

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

5LP.6654 Field eligible 2/8/2002 US HIGHWAY 550, STATE HIGHWAY 19

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 3

Historical Data:

SH 3 is approximately 2.5 miles long and serves as a local road that extends from its junction with U.S. Highway (US) 
160 (at Santa Rita Drive) in Durango to the northeast and then turns southeast, parallel to US 160, to a point located 
southeast of the bridge that crosses the Animas River along US 160 where it ends.  

Historic state highway maps indicate that the transportation corridor that eventually carried present-day SH 3 was 
established by the late 1860s and later (according to Salek and historic highway maps), SH 3 carried older 
alignments of both US 160 and 550.  By 1982 a bypass was constructed south of the Animas River and the old route 
of US 160/550 was designated SH 3.  At the time of designation, SH 3 ended at 8th Avenue and 2nd Street in 
Durango then in 2002 SH 3 was extended further to connect to US 160/550 along Santa Rita Drive.  

Both US 550 and US 160 were recommended possessing historical significance as part of this study - additional 
information can be found in the Colorado Historic Highway Inventory forms for these highways.

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 3

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 3

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 3 formed a portion of US 160 and US 550 until 1982 and is historically associated with the early history of the 
routes.  As such, this highway is classified as a Cultural Route and an Engineered Route - the same as US 160 and 
US 550 - under the classification system in the MPS.

Criterion A
Under Transportation, the portion of the SH 3 associated with the earlier history as a portion of US 160 and is noted 
as a Cultural Route for its use as an early Native American trail under the area of Transportation at the state level.  
As an Engineered Route under Transportation, SH 3 represents efforts of the Colorado Highway Department 
(CHD) by the 1920s to open the southern portion of the state by linking the eastern portion of US 160, which 
crossed the continental divide/San Juan Mountains, and thereby linking the southeastern and southwestern 
portions of the state.  This highway possesses significance for its earlier history as part of US 160 to provide direct 
and important east-west connections serving as a link for conveying agricultural goods in southern Colorado to 
market centers and other prominent transportation corridors within the region and state in the area of 
Transportation at the state level.  As part of US 550, the highway derives significance as an early road project that 
provided important and primary access and opened this previously inaccessible region of the state in the area of 
Transportation at the state level.    

Criterion B
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.

Criterion C
Historically SH 3 was associated with the history of US 160 and US 550 (See the Colorado Historic Highway 
Inventory forms for US 160 and US 550 for more detail).  US 160 serves as an example of a prominent project by 
the CHD and was among the first roads designed and constructed for motorized vehicular traffic across the 
continental divide in the state.   As an Engineered Route, US 160 appears to possess significance at the state level 
in the area of Engineering, exemplifying bold engineering solutions and application of safety standards during the 
1930s to address the challenges associated with constructing highways in mountainous terrain and challenging site 
conditions; however, the segment of US 160 crossing the continental divide is located to the east of SH 3.
  
US 550 was a significant north-south route in the region and reflects an early road project that provided important 
and primary access for mining activities in the San Juan Mountains and opened this previously inaccessible region 
of the state.  Research and literature review yielded no evidence to indicate the segment of roadway designated as 
SH 3 represents the application of innovative or important engineering design or construction techniques based on 
topography or challenging site conditions.  Significance under Criterion C for its early history and association as 
one component of US 160 and US 550 is better demonstrated by those portions of the routes that cross the 
continental divide or other mountain passes noted on the Colorado Historic Highway Inventory forms for US 160 

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 3

and US 550.  SH 3 does not possess significance under Criterion C.

Criterion D
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 3
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 5

Highway Location:

Counties: Clear Creek

Length (Miles): 14.419

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms (forms) for previously recorded segments of SH 5 and SH 103 
(associated with SH 5)  are listed above and available in Compass. In 2001, CDOT determined that 5CC.1151.1 (SH 
103) was officially eligible to the National Register of Historic Places (National Register) under Criteria A and C. The 
site form recorded the highway between Idaho Springs and Echo Lake, or the northwestern branch. In 2010, CDOT 
recorded a segment of SH 5 between mileposts 6.5 to 10 as 5CC.1899.1. SH 5 was assumed eligible to the National 
Register for the purposes of Section 106 and the segment supported the eligibility of the overall resource.  In 2011, a 
site form for the Squaw Pass Improvement project (5CC.1905.1) recorded the portion of SH 103 between Squaw Pass 
and the Clear Creek/Jefferson County line, finding the overall resource officially eligible to the National Register and 
that the segment supported the overall eligible resource.

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

005A From SH 103A at Echo Lake south Visitor Center To the Summit of Mount Evans in the 
Arapaho National Forest

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

5CC.1151.1 106 - Officially eligible>Field 
eligible

10/23/2001>07/13/2001 MT. EVANS ROAD - SEGMENT, SH 103 
(IDAHO SPRINGS TO ECHO LAKE)

5CC.1899.1 Supports eligibility of entire 
linear resource>Field eligible

12/15/2010>10/26/2010 SH 5, MT. EVANS HIGHWAY - SEGMENT

5CC.1905.1 Supports eligibility of entire 
linear resource>Field eligible

05/10/2011>10/25/2010 MT. EVANS ROAD - SEGMENT

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

5CC.645 SUMMIT LAKE PARK Listed on National Register

5CC.646 ECHO LAKE PARK, DENVER MOUNTAIN PARKS Listed on National Register
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 5

Historical Data:

The historic data and significance statements on previously recorded segments of SH 103 and SH 5 should be 
referenced as new site forms are prepared. Because the highway has previously been determined to be officially 
eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places under Criteria A and C, this form includes a brief 
description of the highway but does not repeat the historical summary found on previous site forms. Please refer to 
the existing inventory forms for more details. This site form applies the registration requirements of the MPS to the 
highway. 

SH 5, connected to SH 103, provides seasonal access to the summit of Mt. Evans and is located near the towns of 
Idaho Springs and Evergreen in Clear Creek and Jefferson counties. The total length of the highway is approximately 
15 miles and terminates at 14,130 feet and provides direct access to Mt. Evans, just below the 14,264 summit. SH 5 
and part of SH 103 are seasonal and is usually open between Memorial Day and Labor Day each year, but the open 
and close dates are dependent on the amount of snowfall and the ability of the highway department to clear the road 
of snow. The highway, along with SH 103, is also designated as the Mt. Evans Scenic Byway. 

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway System, 
Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, plans in the 
Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in Compass when 
available.)
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 5

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.

Mead & Hunt, Inc./Dill Historians LLC State Highway (SH) 5 - Page 3

*Information based on data from Compass provided by OAHP
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 5

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 5 is classified as an Aesthetic Route under the classification system in the MPS.  Along with SH 103, SH 5 is 
significant at the state level. 

Criterion A
As an Aesthetic Route, the highway possesses significance under Criterion A under the area of Transportation at 
the state level as a prominent project by the Colorado Highway Department (CHD). It is among the highest paved 
automobile route in the country and displays innovative engineering techniques and materials to provide automobile 
access to Colorado’s highest mountains and a rare opportunity to travel through a high alpine environment on a 
state highway. In addition, constructing the road in limited warm-weather seasons (usually lasting only three months) 
required significant logistical planning and was physically demanding for road crews. Under the areas of 
Entertainment/Recreation at the state level, the route is also unique for its association with the Denver Mountain 
Parks as one of the scenic drives of this system which was built cooperatively by the CHD and the City and County 
of Denver (Denver Mountain Parks) from 1918 to 1929. The Squaw Pass Road and this section of the Mt. Evans 
Road were designed to be used by tourists and residents to enjoy the scenic beauty of Mt. Evans. The road also 
features several picnic areas constructed by the Civilian Conservation Corps including the Echo Lake Picnic Area, 
the ruins of Crest View House, and other campgrounds. Research and literature review indicates that features of the 
highway were constructed as part of Works Progress Administration projects, including road grading and culvert 
construction. As such, this highway is also associated with a federal work relief program and possesses significance 
under Criterion A in the area of Politics/Government at the state level.  

In summary, under Criterion A this highway possesses significance in the areas of Entertainment/Recreation, 
Transportation, and Politics/Government at the state level as an Aesthetic Route.  

Criterion B
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does not 
possess significance under Criterion B.  

Criterion C
As an Aesthetic Route, SH 5 possesses significance under Criterion C in the area of Engineering at the state level 
of significance.  Beginning in 1918 the CHD designed the road in cooperation with the Denver Mountain Parks. The 
design and engineering reflects the intent of the highway department to  minimize environmental impacts in the 
design and construction of the road and special attention to the sensitivity of the high alpine environment. Significant 
features designed to minimize the impact of the road include the careful selection of the road location to minimize 
the grade, as well as the construction of cement and stone retaining walls, culverts, and other water control 
features. Low barriers of  masonry guardrail were constructed of rubble moss rock and spaced at intervals of 
approximately four feet apart at the edge of the road to mark steep drop offs but not interfere with scenic views. 
Other water control features include linear alignments of stacked stone that direct the flow of water and mediate the 
extent of runoff on the highway. The design and construction exemplify bold engineering solutions to address the 

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 5

extreme challenges associated with constructing highways in mountainous terrain and SH 5 represents an 
engineering achievement of the CHD and the Denver Mountain Parks. The road is also significant as an engineering 
achievement as among the highest paved automobile highways in North America. 

Criterion D 
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must answer 
specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway construction 
is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information that cannot be 
discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess significance under 
Criterion D.
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 5

005.jpg
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Highway Name: U.S. Highway (US) 6

Highway Location:

Counties: Adams, Clear Creek, Denver, Eagle, Garfield, Jefferson, Logan, Mesa, Morgan, Phillips, Su

Length (Miles): 261.466

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

006A From the East Side Ramps at I 70A South of Mack North and Southeast via Loma and Fruita 
To I 70A and SH 70B Northwest of Grand Junction at Milepost 26

006B From SH 70B East Bound Secondary Direct Connection in Grand Junction East along North 
Ave To SH 70B West of 30th

006C From SH 70B North of Milepost 12 west of Clifton North and East To I 70A at Milepost 44 
Northeast of Palisade

006D From SH 13A in Rifle at Milepost 92 East To the South Side Ramps of I 70A at Milepost 109  
East of New Castle

006E From I 70A East of Milepost 139 in Gypsum east via Eagle, Wolcott, and Edwards To I 70A and 
SH 24A north of Minturn

006F From I 70A and SH 9D in Silverthorne east via Dillon and Loveland Pass To I 70A East of the 
Eisenhower Tunnel at Milepost 217

006G From I 70-A Floyd Hill East via Clear Creek Canyon, Golden, and along West 6th Ave  To 
(Seminole St) North and (Osage  St) South

006H From I 70-A at Steele St in Denver northeast To the South Side Ramps at I 76-A North of 
Commerce City South of Milepost 276

006I From a Direct Connection with I 76A west of Milepost 64 Near Wiggins Northeast To  I 76A 
Northeast of Wiggins at Milepost 67

006J From I 76A and SH 34E Northeast of Brush northeast via Merino and Atwood To Sterling and 
east via Haxtun and Holyoke to the Nebraska State Line

006K From the end of Service Road at (Traver Trail) and (Devereus Rd) Southeast To SH 82A at 
(Laurel St) in Glenwood Springs

006L From South Side Ramps On and Off at I 70-A Milepost 87 west of Rifle east To Railroad Ave 
and US 6 in Rifle

006M From Jct I-70A Frontage Rd STR (G-04-AH) Northeast of DeBeque North To CR (215) in 
Parachute

006Z From SH 6J and SH 138A in Sterling southwest along 4th St To SH 6J at South 3rd St and Park 
St

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

5CC.1184.1 Officially not 
eligible>Officially not 
eligible>No assessment 
given on form

12/10/2004>04/22/2002>
09/28/2004

U.S. HIGHWAY 6 (SEGMENT), 
HIGHWAY 6

5CC.1184.4 Does not support eligibility of 
entire linear resource>Field 
eligible

01/11/2012>09/29/2011 U.S. HIGHWAY 6

5CC.1189.2 Field not eligible 2/13/2002 INTERSTATE 70 - SEGMENT

5CC.172.1 Officially not eligible>Field 
not eligible>Field not eligible

11/27/2006>10/16/2006>
10/1982

LOVELAND PASS
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Highway Name: U.S. Highway (US) 6

5CC.2002.2 Does not support eligibility of 
entire linear resource>Field 
not eligible

01/12/2012>10/03/2011 US HWY 6/40

5DV.11289.1 Does not support eligibility of 
entire linear resource>Field 
eligible

06/29/2012>05/25/2012 US HIGHWAY 6~6TH AVENUE 
FREEWAY - SEGMENT

5DV.6033.14 Officially not eligible>Field 
not eligible

04/01/2004>10/2003 VALLEY HIGHWAY, INTERSTATE 25 
(SEGEMENT)

5EA.2587.2 Supports eligibility of entire 
linear resource>Field eligible

01/25/2012>09/10/2011 U.S. HIGHWAY 6 - SEGMENT

5EA.2587.3 Supports eligibility of entire 
linear resource>Field eligible

03/27/2013>08/01/2012 US HIGHWAY 6 - SEGMENT

5GF.2362.1 106 - Officially eligible>Field 
eligible>Field eligible

10/31/2008>10/01/2008>
05/07/1996

HISTORIC HIGHWAY 6 & 24 SEGMENT

5GF.2362.2 Supports eligibility of entire 
linear resource>Field eligible

05/15/2012>09/09/2011 HIGHWAY 6 & 24 - SEGMENT

5GF.2935.1 Officially not 
eligible>Officially not 
eligible>Field eligible

10/03/2008>04/17/2002>
03/13/2008

U.S. HIGHWAY 6 -SEGMENT

5GF.2935.2 Officially not eligible>Field 
eligible

10/03/2008>03/13/2008 U.S. HIGHWAY 6 (SEGMENT)

5GF.2935.4 Supports eligibility of entire 
linear resource>Field eligible

05/15/2012>09/15/2011 U.S. HIGHWAY 6 - SEGMENT

5GF.2949 Field eligible 2/6/2002 SH 13

5JF.2638.1 Officially needs 
data>Officially not 
eligible>Officially not 
eligible>Field eligible>Field 
needs data>Field not eligible

04/22/2002>12/10/2004>
05/25/2006>09/28/2004>
09/28/2004>11/07/2001

U.S. HIGHWAY 6 (SEGMENT), 
HIGHWAY 6

5JF.2638.2 106 - Officially eligible>Field 
eligible

04/22/2002>11/07/2001 U.S. HIGHWAY 6 TUNNEL- TUNNEL 
NO.1 (F-15-AY)

5JF.2638.3 106 - Officially eligible>Field 
eligible

04/22/2002>11/07/2001 U.S. HIGHWAY 6 TUNNEL - TUNNEL 
NO.2 (F-15-AX)

5JF.2638.4 106 - Officially eligible>Field 
eligible

04/22/2002>11/07/2001 U.S. HIGHWAY 6 TUNNEL - TUNNEL 
NO.3 (F-15-AW)

5JF.2638.5 Field not eligible 1/27/2005 OLD US HIGHWAY 6 - SEGMENT

5JF.2661 Officially needs data>Field 
needs data>Officially not 
eligible

04/22/2002>11/07/2001>
12/10/2004

STATE HIGHWAY 119

5JF.2661.1 Officially not eligible>Field 
not eligible

12/10/2004>09/29/2004 HIGHWAY 119 (SEGMENT)

5JF.4508.1 Officially needs data>Field 
eligible

2008>04/11/2008 WADSWORTH BOULEVARD 
(SEGMENT)

5JF.4509.1 Officially needs data>Field 
eligible

2008>04/14/2008 US 6, WEST 6TH AVENUE (SEGMENT)

5JF.4509.1 Officially needs data>Field 
eligible

2008>04/14/2008 US 6, WEST 6TH AVENUE (SEGMENT)

5LO.479.1 Field eligible 2/1/2002 US HIGHWAY 6 - SEGMENT

5LO.479.2 106 - Officially eligible>Field 
eligible

03/15/2007>06/05/2006 U.S. HIGHWAY 6 (SEGMENT), 
HIGHWAY 6
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Highway Name: U.S. Highway (US) 6

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

Colorado Cultural Resource Inventory forms (forms) for previously recorded segments recommended eligible for the 
National Register of Historic Places (National Register) include 5LO.479.1, 5LO.479.3, 5ME.11846, 5MR.743.1, and 
5WN.171.1.  Three segments that document a 35-mile segment from Sterling to Brush for this route were completed 
for Highways to the Sky (Associated Cultural Resource Experts, 2002) and include forms for 5LO.479.1, 5MR.743.1, 
and 5WN.171.1.  Other forms that conclude segments contribute to significance of the entire highway include 
5LO.479.2, 5GF.2935.4, 5ME.18440.1, 5GF.2935.8, 5GF.2935.7, 5GF.2362.2, 5E.2587.2, 5EA.2587.3, and 
5DV.11289.1.  Discussion about segments through Clear Creek Canyon are found on forms for 5CC1184.4 and 
5CC.2002.1.  A good discussion about the segment of Sixth Avenue and Golden is found in forms for 5DV.11289.1 and 
5JF.4509.1.  

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

5LO.479.4 Does not support eligibility of 
entire linear resource>Field 
not eligible

08/02/2010>06/22/2010 US HIGHWAY 6

5ME.12509.1 106 - Officially eligible>Field 
eligible

11/20/2001>08/01/2001 BLACK RIDGE TRAIL, FRUITA WAGON 
ROAD, FRUITA DUGWAY, WEST 
BOUNDARY STOCK DRIVE, ROUTE 6, 
WEST BOUNDARY PATROL ROAD, 
NORTH STOCK TRAIL, TRAIL NO. 6 - 
SEGMENT

5ME.12922.2 Supports eligibility of entire 
linear resource>Field eligible

05/15/2012>09/18/2011 US HIGHWAY 6 - SEGMENT

5ME.12922.3 Supports eligibility of entire 
linear resource>Field eligible

05/15/2012>09/18/2011 U.S. HIGHWAY 6 - SEGMENT

5ME.815.2 Officially not eligible>Field 
not eligible

03/29/1992>07/24/1991 UTE TRAIL;MEEKER MASSACRE 
TRAIL;DEBEQUE CUTOFF ROAD

5ME.815.3 Does not support eligibility of 
entire linear 
resource>Officially not 
eligible>Field not 
eligible>Officially not 
eligible>Field not 
eligible>Field not eligible

05/15/2012>05/05/2009>
09/09/2008>03/29/1992>
07/24/1991>05/12/2011

DEBEQUE CUTOFF, UTE TRAIL, 
MEEKER MASSACRE TRAIL

5ME.924 No assessment given on 
form

1/6/1976 ROAN CREEK TOLL ROAD

5MR.743.1 Field eligible 2/1/2002 US HIGHWAY 6 - SEGMENT

5PL.480.1 Supports eligibility of entire 
linear resource>Field eligible

09/25/2012>09/11/2012 US HIGHWAY 6 - SEGMENT

5ST.397.1 Officially not eligible>Field 
not eligible>Field needs data

11/27/2006>10/16/2006>
02/15/1974

LOVELAND PASS

5ST.892.1 Field not eligible 2/13/2002 INTERSTATE 70 - SEGMENT

5WN.171.1 Field eligible 2/1/2002 US HIGHWAY 6 - SEGMENT

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

5JF.322 Listed on National Register

5JF.446 Listed on National Register

5JF.4684 106 - Officially eligible

5JF.590 Listed on National Register

5LO.829 Listed - National Register

5ME.2415 Field eligible
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5ME.4001 Listed on National Register
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Highway Name: U.S. Highway (US) 6

Historical Data:

Forms for previously recorded segments of this highway were reviewed for historical background information (see 
OAHP Site Numbers above).  In addition, a historical summary of this highway is included in Highways to the Sky.  
This information was used to complete the statement of significance.  No changes are recommended for the historical 
summary in Highways to the Sky.    

Below is a reiteration of key points in the history of US 6 found in Highways to the Sky, with a brief augmentation 
addressing the probable origins of the road:

US 6 in Colorado begins at the Nebraska border and enters the state at the town of Holyoke, travelling west through 
the eastern plains towns of Haxtun, Sterling, Merino, and Wiggins.  It continues through Commerce City and Denver 
and Golden and then west through Clear Creek Canyon and over Loveland Pass to the mountain towns of Dillon, 
Silverthorne, Avon, and Edwards.  The route continues through Eagle, Gypsum, New Castle, Rifle, Parachute, and 
Grand Junction, until it reaches Mack, just east of the Utah border.  The segment of the highway in northeastern 
Colorado (Phillips, Logan, Washington, and Morgan Counties) served as an early local farm-to-market road by 
providing the primary connection between Colorado and neighboring Nebraska and rail connections to the larger 
markets to transport goods.

The federal designation of a United States Highway System began in 1926 with standardizing numbers of State 
Highways across the country.  US 6, starting in Provincetown, Massachusetts, was one of the first to be designated.  
In Colorado, US 6 incorporated the segment of US 38 that extended from Holyoke, near the Nebraska border, and 
ended in Greeley.  By 1932 US 6 was used on the state maps and in 1937 the entire route across the country was 
designated as a transcontinental highway with different names including the Omaha-Lincoln-Denver (OLD) Highway in 
eastern Colorado, the Roosevelt Highway during the 1930s and 1940s, and in 1952 it was officially dedicated as the 
Grand Army of the Republic.  The OLD Highway was first started by civic clubs in 1910 and later became the Detroit-
Lincoln-Denver (DLD) Highway by 1920.  The OLD/DLD Highway was formed as a result of the Good Roads 
Movement to improve local roads.  The OLD/DLD Highway became a State Highway (SH) 9 and was improved by the 
Colorado Highway Department (CHD).  Improvements in 1926 included grading, resurfacing, and straightening 
(Associated Cultural Resource Experts, 2002: 11-37).  

In Colorado, by 1938 work under the Works Progress Administration (WPA) to extend US 6 southwest of Wiggins 
through Hudson into Denver had commenced.  (Today, much of US 6 is cosigned with segments of I-25 and US 85 
and I-76 near Commerce City in Denver.)  From Denver the route was extended westward to Utah through Mt. Vernon 
Canyon, over Loveland Pass toward Leadville, running concurrent with US 24 to Grand Junction and US 50 west to 
Spanish Fork, Utah.  In 1940 US 6 was rerouted using SH 78 over Vail Pass, instead of US 24 through Climax, 
Leadville, and Minturn.  WPA funds were also used to build the segment of the highway from Minturn west to Rifle and 
Grand Junction, combining portions of US 24 and a toll road from Rifle to Grand Junction for the building of the road 
and tunnels through the mountainous terrain using abandoned railroad grades.  World War II briefly halted work and 
the final paving of the segment of the highway over Loveland Pass was not completed until 1946. 

Progress to complete US 6 through the Grand Valley in Palisade and Grand Junction was also slowed as portions of a 
railroad grade were incorporated into the roadbed.  A new segment of US 6 through Clear Creek Canyon began in 
1937, but decades of political fighting and the duration of World War II delayed the finishing of construction until 1952.  

US 6 has been rerouted in metropolitan Denver.  Originally the route of the highway in the metropolitan area used 
Colfax-Colorado-Vasquez (currently US40-SH2-US 85) to head east and northeast out of the city.  In 1947 US 6 was 
rerouted using Colfax-Larimer-Broadway-Brighton-46th-Vasquez, and again in 1954 in Golden and Denver using Sixth 
Avenue east to Federal Boulevard, then northeast using Eighth Avenue, Broadway, and Brighton Boulevards to 
Vasquez Boulevard (Salek).  The construction of I-70 has obliterated areas of US 6 in areas west of Vail, but the 
earlier alignment can be seen in towns such as Rifle, Parachute, and New Castle.

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway System, 
Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, plans in the 
Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in Compass when 
available.)
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Highway Name: U.S. Highway (US) 6

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Highway Name: U.S. Highway (US) 6

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

US 6 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A
Under Criterion A, the segment of the highway in northeastern Colorado possesses significance under 
Transportation as an early farm-to-market road that provided primary access for farmers, particularly in Phillips, 
Logan, Washington, and Morgan Counties, during the 1910s and 1920s at the local level.  The road served as a 
vital connection between Colorado and Nebraska, providing access for rural farmers to transport goods and 
produce the larger markets.  The eastern segment of US 6 in Colorado is associated with the Good Roads 
Movement and its development and promotion as the OLD/DLD Highway, an important early transcontinental 
highway also in the area of Transportation at the state level.  The western portion of US 6, from Clear Creek Canyon 
to Grand Junction and east of Denver near Wiggins, possesses significance under Criterion A in the area of 
Politics/Government at the state level.  These segments have a direct association with work completed by the WPA 
from 1937 to 1941.  The WPA is an important Depression-era federal work-relief program and an important theme 
in state history.  

Criterion B
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does not 
possess significance under Criterion B.  

Criterion C
The literature review did not yield evidence of the use of innovative engineering in the design of US 6 or any 
construction features particular this highway that would serve to distinguish it from other roads.  While sections of 
the highway in northeast Colorado are considered to be examples of early farm-to-market road and the route is 
associated with a transcontinental highway, these associations do not suggest that it is an important road type in 
terms of engineering.  Rather, it appears to fall within State Highway standard design.  As such, it does not possess 
significance under Criterion C.

Criterion D
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must answer 
specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway construction 
is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information that cannot be 
discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess significance under 
Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Highway Name: U.S. Highway (US) 6
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 7

Highway Location:

Counties: Adams, Boulder, Broomfield, Larimer

Length (Miles): 59.614

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms (forms) for previously recorded segments of this highway listed above 
and available in Compass.  

5LR.13191.1/5BL.11936.1, SH 7 in Boulder and Larimer counties, was recorded in 2014 by Dawn Bunyak for a highway 
repair project caused by the flooding in September 2013. Even though the whole highway was not surveyed, it was 
assumed to be eligible to the National Register of Historic Places for the purposes of Section 106, and the segment 
supported the overall eligibility of the highway. The highway met the criteria of significance under Criterion A because 
the segment between Lyons and Estes Park is associated with Colorado’s road building era, early automobile tourism, 
and the establishment of Rocky Mountain National Park in 1915. It was also determined to be eligible under Criterion C 
for its aesthetic design and example of a mountain highway built for automobile touring and access to recreation. 
According to the site form: “The narrow curving road was designed to slow down auto tourists to provide for a relaxed, 
scenic journey leading to one of the nation’s premier national parks.” 

The highway has not been surveyed in Broomfield and Adams Counties. 

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

007A From SH 36B in Estes Park at Stanley Ave south and east To SH 36B in Lyons North of 
Milepost 33

007B From SH 93A at Broadway in Boulder east via Canyon Blvd To SH 36B (28th St) in Boulder

007C From SH 36B (28th St) and (Arapahoe Ave) in Boulder east To SH 287C northwest of Lafayette

007D From SH 287-C in Lafayette East via Brighten To U.S. 085C in Brighton

007E From SH 7A west of Milpost 15 at Allenspark Bus Rt southeast To SH 7-A east of Ferncliff

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

5BL.11936.1 106 Eligible - Segment 
supports the overall linear 
resource

2014 State Highway 7

5LR1319.1 106 Eligible - Segment 
supports the overall linear 
resource

1/16/2014>12/12/2012 State Highway 7 - Segment

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

5BL.544 Lafayette Historic District 106 - Officially eligible

5LR.3989 Groothuis Residence Needs Data - Officially

5LR.462 Glacier Lake Pavilion Listed - National Register
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 7

Historical Data:

Previously recorded forms for this highway were reviewed for this section (see Discussion of Colorado Cultural 
Resources Inventory Forms above). Additional sources listed in the Bibliography were reviewed to prepare the historic 
data for this highway and specific sources are cited below.  

The highway has five distinct segments that total almost 60 miles.   SH 7A is the longest section of 33 miles from 
Estes Park south and east to U.S. Highway (US) 36 in Lyons. The highway is co-signed with US 36 south to Boulder. 
In Boulder, 7B is a short segment (less than a mile) that connects Broadway to Canyon Boulevard. 7C is 8 miles 
between Boulder and Lafayette along Arapahoe Avenue and ends at US 287. 7D is fifteen miles between Lafayette 
and Brighton, through Boulder, Broomfield, and Adams counties. Finally, 7E is a short 1.5 mile segment that connects 
the Allenspark business route southeast to the main trunk of SH 7 east of Ferncliff. 

The highway between Estes Park, Lyons, Boulder and Lafayette first appeared on state highway maps in 1922 as 
routes 90, 11S, and 2S. By 1923 the route was renumbered SH 7. In 1934 the section south of Estes Park through the 
Tahosa Valley was rebuilt in cooperation with the U.S. Forest Service (Project #’s 26-F, 26-G, 26-F-1 and 26-G-1) to 
avoid steep grades and sharp curves. The section between Lafayette and Brighton was added to the highway in 1939 
as part of State Highway Engineer Charles Vail’s intention to add more miles to the state highway system by adding 
local roads. The eastern part of the route was added to the state highway system in 1939, but the road was an 
important local road connection before it became part of the state highway system in Boulder and Adams counties.  
The highway alignment has remained essentially the same since then except for configuration changes at the 
intersections of SH 7 at Interstate (I)-76 and I-25. 

The highway is associated with the development of Rocky Mountain National Park (RMNP) and Estes Park as a 
tourist resort in Larimer County, and with the historic themes of coal mining, agriculture, and ranching in Boulder and 
Adams counties. After the establishment of RMNP in 1915, the Colorado Department of Highways worked with local 
officials to improve the highways from nearby communities to the park. By the 1920s automobile tourism was an 
important part of the economy in this part of Larimer County. Coal mining in Boulder County began in the 1860s and 
lasted until the mid 1930s with several mines clustered near SH 7 (Baseline Road) in Lafayette (Historic Preservation 
Board City of Lafayette 2004).  Coal mining relied extensively on railroads to transport materials to and from the mines 
located near Lafayette.  However, wagon, and later, automobile roads, also provided transportation for the workers 
and materials to and from the mines. Agriculture is also important to the history of Larimer, Boulder and Adams 
counties. After the discovery of gold west of Denver and Boulder, newcomers who came to support the growing 
mining areas established farms and ranches, built irrigation systems, founded communities, and organized communal 
agricultural societies.  These ranches and agricultural communities supplied the mining communities of the gold and 
coal industry and participated in a thriving agricultural economy for the region (Wolfenbarger 2008: E-1). 

SH 7 provided access to RMNP from Front Range cities, and was a farm-to-market road that linked Brighton, 
Lafayette, and Boulder. 

In summary, research indicates this route has a number of historic associations. These include: 
-Establishment of RMNP in Larimer County in 1915
-Automobile tourism in Larimer and Boulder counties 
-Coal mining in Lafayette, Boulder County 
-Agriculture in Larimer, Boulder and Adams counties

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway System, 
Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, plans in the 
Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in Compass when 
available.)
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 7

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 7

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 7 between Estes Park and Lyons is classified as an Aesthetic Route and as an Engineered Route between 
Boulder and Brighton under the classification system in the MPS. 

Criterion A
As an Aesthetic Route, SH 7 was an automobile tourism route and is significant under Transportation and 
Entertainment/Recreation. Part of the route travels through the Roosevelt National Forest and passes through a 
short section of Rocky Mountain National Park (established in 1915) south of Estes Park.  East of Boulder, the 
highway is significant as an Engineered Route under the area of Transportation and Industry for its role in providing 
important and direct access to the development of coal mines near Lafayette and as a local collector for farms and 
ranches between Lafayette and Brighton before being added to the state system in 1939. The level of significance 
for all areas is at the local level.  

Criterion B
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does not 
possess significance under Criterion B.  

Criterion C
A recording of the highway in 2014 found SH 7 significant under Criterion C for its association with early Colorado 
road building in the mountains and for its aesthetic design: “The narrow, curving road was designed to slow down 
auto tourists to provide for a relaxed, scenic journey leading to one of the nation’s premier national parks.” 
Distinctive characteristics that display this significance include two narrow travel lanes (22 feet total), minimal 
shoulders to minimize the width of the highway, frequent scenic pull-offs, and lower speed limits because of the 
road’s location in a heavily forested environment. This highway possesses significance under Criterion C in the area 
of Engineering at the local level as an Aesthetic Route. 

Criterion D
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must answer 
specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway construction 
is well understood and documented.  As such, SH 7 is unlikely to yield important information that cannot be 
discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess significance under 
Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 7

007.jpg
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 8

Highway Location:

Counties: Jefferson
Length (Miles): 9.06

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

No Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms for previously recorded segments of this highway were identified in 
Compass.    

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

008A From From SH 285-D south of Morrison north To Morrison and east to SH 121-A in Lakewood

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

None No previously recorded 
segments are found on or 
adjacent to this highway

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

5JF.176 Morrison Historic District Listed on National Register

5JF.442 Red Rocks Historic District Listed on National Register
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 8

Historical Data:

SH 8 is a 9-mile-long highway that connects Wadsworth Boulevard (on the western side of the Denver metropolitan 
area), the town of Morrison, and U.S. Highway (US) 285 in Turkey Creek Canyon. The relevant major themes for this 
highway include transportation via wagons, railroads, and automobiles between Denver and South Park; and the 
development of the Denver Mountain Parks System for recreation and tourism. SH 8 skirts part of the Hogback, a 
long narrow ridge of red sandstone, limestone, and other quarry stones just west of the Denver metropolitan area. 
The Hogback features a number of recreational sites, including Red Rocks Amphitheater Historic District (5JF.442, 
located north of Morrison and accessible from county road 93 and SH 74 and a National Historic Landmark). SH 8 
also runs through the historic district boundaries of the Town of Morrison (5JF.176). 

SH 8 is part of the Denver-Morrison Road, a route established before the Colorado Highway Commission began 
designating roads in 1910. As one of the original state highways, SH 8 used to be a much longer route that 
connected Antero Junction (the junction of US 285 and US 24) to Fairplay, Jefferson, Conifer, Morrison (along US 
285) and Denver. It continued east from Denver along Colfax Avenue through Bennett, Deertrail, Limon (this part of 
the route is now I 70), then southeast to Hugo, Kit Carson, Cheyenne Wells, to Kansas to Limon (current path of US 
40).  

Various reconfigurations occurred through the years, until the highway was truncated to its present 9.06 miles in 
1968. Discontinuous sections of the old road, still named Morrison Road, are present in Denver, providing glimpses 
of the path of the former state highway. A small 700-foot section starts at the 2700 block of West Colfax, just south of 
Sports Authority Field at Mile High and east of Federal Boulevard, between Decatur Street and old West Colfax 
Avenue. The second extant section is a diagonal road located between Sheridan Boulevard and West Alameda 
(Goodstein 1994: 29, 75).  

Prominent features of the highway include the Hogback between US 285 and Morrison, the narrow Bear Creek 
Canyon east of Morrison, a wide curve around Soda Lakes and Bear Creek Lake, and the terminus of the highway at 
the Green Gables Country Club on Wadsworth Boulevard. 

Beginning in 1914, the portion of the highway from Morrison to Denver became the southern connection for the Lariat 
Trail, the first scenic drive connecting the Denver Mountain Parks between Golden, Lookout Mountain, Evergreen, 
Bear Creek Canyon, Morrison, and Denver. More about the significance of the Denver Mountain Parks scenic drives 
can be found on the site form for SH 74 (5JF.2733) and in the Denver Mountain Parks Multiple Property 
Documentation Form (Moss 1988: E-14, F-14). 

The Colorado Highway Department (CHD) and Jefferson County paved a muddy stretch of the highway near 
Sheridan Boulevard in 1915, which was recognized in 1923 as the first stretch of concrete paved roadway in 
Colorado. From 1920-1924, the Highway Department rebuilt and realigned 10 miles of the roadway east of Morrison. 
The work included eliminating curves and tight turns, paving with concrete, and updating to current standards.  Most 
of the original alignment in Jefferson County was abandoned. Other improvements included diverting Bear Creek into 
a new channel east of Morrison, blasting rock east of Morrison to make the corridor wider, constructing a long fill to 
eliminate a sharp curve, and planting trees every fifty feet in partnership with the Denver Motor Club, which had a 
clubhouse in Bear Creek Canyon (Colorado Highways April 1923: 13; and November 1924: 3, 15; FAP 135, ROW 
plans on OTIS). 

The CHD realigned the section around Bear Creek Lake and Dam in 1978 (CC 11-0008-27, ROW plans on OTIS). 
The US Army Corps of Engineers completed Bear Creek Dam in 1982, the last of three dams (the others were 
Chatfield Dam and Cherry Creek Dam) that reduced the risk of flooding in the Denver area (US Army Corps of 
Engineers: Tri Lakes Projects). The original alignment remains where the highway turns south in Morrison for a 
distance of 2 miles to its connection with US 285 in Turkey Creek Canyon. 

Summary: The segment of SH 8 between Denver and Morrison has significance as part of the first scenic drive in the 
Denver Mountain Parks when the southern access to the Lariat Trail via Denver and Morrison opened in 1914. The 
Denver Mountain Parks MPDF indicates this highway was an integral part of the system, which emphasized a first 
class road system with access to the best mountain scenery and the cooperation of state and county road authorities 
(Moss 1988, E-9).  Changes to the highway alignment in the early 1920s improved the road, which was a very 
popular route for day trips into the mountains.

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 8

Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 8

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 8

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 8 is classified as an Aesthetic Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A
SH 8 possesses significance under Criterion A for its association with efforts to create a chain of mountain parks 
west of Denver and its role in the City Beautiful Movement in the areas of Transportation and Community Planning 
and Development at the local level of significance.  The City Beautiful Movement in Denver is reflected in the work 
of Frederick Law Olmsted, Jr. and the development of the Denver Mountain Park System.  Olmsted, a nationally 
recognized master landscape architect, promoted the use of public parks for the health of individuals and the need 
to preserve open spaces.  Olmsted identified the scenic drives in the park system and recommended the Denver-
Morrison Road as part of the system in the 1914 plans.  The plans for the park set aside public lands and protected 
them from the encroachment of the growing city.  SH 8 provided primary access to Red Rocks within Denver 
Mountain Park System, Bear Creek Canyon (SH 74), and scenic areas outside of Denver.  The overall highway 
length was diminished in 1968. Most of the original 1924 alignment connecting Morrison and Denver, and the 
original connection between Morrison and US 285, is extant. 

Criterion B 
While the route of SH 8 is associated with Frederick Law Olmsted, Jr., a master landscape architect, the road itself 
does not express a particular phase in the development of the career of Olmsted or an important aspect of his 
work. Research did not reveal SH 8 to be directly associated with other persons important in history, nor does 
research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction of this highway 
for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion B.  

Criterion C
SH 74 might have additional significance under Criterion C as an Aesthetic Route, but this association is not readily 
known without additional research. There are no known sections assocaited with a Depression-era federal work 
relief program or project, and there are no indications that SH 8 represents a distinctive period and type of road 
construction because of significant alignment changes in 1924 and 1978. The paving of this highway in 1915, noted 
in Colorado Highways as the first paved section of highway in Colorado, is an interesting fact that indicates the 
importance of the road to early automobilists, but the highway no longer can convey this significance due to 
numerous pavement changes and updates to the road over time. The highway’s current design and construction 
appear to fall within the established standard practices of state highway design and construction of the time and the 
highway does not possess significance under Criterion C. 

Criterion D 
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 8

significance under Criterion D.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 8

008.jpg
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 9

Highway Location:

Counties: Fremont, Grand, Park, Summit
Length (Miles): 132.721

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms (forms) for previously recorded segments of this highway listed above 
and available in Compass were reviewed. The site forms for the Hoosier Pass Wagon Road (5PA.396; 5ST.937.2; 
5ST.937.6) discussed a segment of a wagon road on Hoosier Pass, however this wagon road is not named in any 
published sources.  SH 9 intersects this road and thus these forms provide historical background on earlier travel 
routes over Hoosier Pass.  There is one Historic District, 5ST.103, in the town of Breckenridge.  SH 9 passed directly 
through the historic district on Main Street until 2005 when it was rerouted off of Main Street.  Site forms 5FN.514 and 
5PA.332 were not available for review.

Also available for review was 5ST.324, Slate Creek Bridge.  This bridge is listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places and crosses the Blue River on an old alignment of SH 9.  The site form provided good historical background 
information about SH 9 in the area from Silverthorne to Kremmling.

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

009A From SH 50-A Northeast of Parkdale northwest To SH 24-A at Hartsel

009B From SH 24-A west of Hartsel northwest To SH 285-D south of Fairplay

009C From SH 285-D in Fairplay north via Hoosier Pass and Breckenridge To I 70-A at Frisco

009D From I 70A and SH 6F in Silverthorne Northwest To SH 40A at (6th St) in Kremmling

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

5FN.514 Field not eligible>Field not 
eligible

06/06/2000>10/1979 COLORADO HIGHWAY 9

5PA.2004.1 Field eligible 1/31/2002 US HIGHWAY 24 - SEGMENT

5PA.332 No assessment given on 
form>No assessment given 
on form>No assessment 
given on form

08/16/1985>10/21/1977>
03/01/1976

CURRENT CREEK PASS

5PA.396 Officially not eligible>Field 
not eligible>No assessment 
given on form>No 
assessment given on form

09/05/2003>07/24/2003>
01/27/1976>07/29/1974

HOOSIER PASS

5ST.401 Officially not eligible>Field 
not eligible>No assessment 
given on form

09/05/2003>07/24/2003>
01/27/1976

HOOSIER PASS

5ST.937.2 Officially not eligible>Field 
not eligible

09/05/2003>07/24/2003 HOOSIER PASS WAGON ROAD - 
SEGMENT

5ST.937.4 Officially not eligible>Field 
not eligible

09/05/2003>07/24/2003 HOOSIER PASS WAGON ROAD - 
SEGMENT

5ST.937.6 Officially not eligible>Field 
not eligible

09/05/2003>07/25/2003 HOOSIER PASS WAGON ROAD - 
SEGMENT

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

5ST.130 BRECKENRIDGE HISTORIC DISTRICT Listed on National Register
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 9

5ST.324 SLATE CREEK BRIDGE, MILEPOST 0.40, CDOT NO. 
117145000.40005

Listed on National Register
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 9

Historical Data:

SH 9 travels from the junction of SH 50 at Parkdale northwest to Hartsel, then northwest from Hartsel to the junction 
of SH 285 at Fairplay. At Fairplay, SH 9 travels north via Hoosier Pass to Breckenridge to Interstate (I)-70 at Frisco.  
From the junction of I-70 and US 6 in Silverthorne, SH 9 travels along the Blue River to SH 40 in Kremmling.  The 
total distance is 132.721 miles and crosses Fremont, Grand, Park and Summit Counties.

The original route of SH 9 travelled from Hartsel north through Fairplay to Breckenridge, Frisco, and Kremmling.  The 
southern segment of the route to Parkdale and the Junction of U.S. Highway (US) 50 was built by 1939 and  
extended south towards Canon City.  By 1954, the segment from Hartsel to Canon City was removed from the state 
highway maps with the route terminating in Hartsel.  In 1955 the segment south of Hartsel to Guffey was again listed 
on state highway maps.  The extension to Parkdale was listed on maps by 1957 (Salek).  

The segment from Kremmling to Breckenridge was originally established as State Primary Road No. 47 in 
1911-1912. In 1922, as part of the first Federal Aid System improvements, State Primary Road No. 47 was improved 
and designated SH 9 (Site Form 5ST.324). According to a Colorado Highways article, the road followed an old 
railway bed until a spot 6 miles north of Dillon where the former railroad alignment was washed out by the Blue River.  
“This meant moving the road to the west bank which was infested with heavy boulders.  It was the removal of these 
boulders that presented many difficulties to the engineers on the job” (Colorado Highways October 1922: 3).

The segment of SH 9 over Hoosier Pass was first completed in 1929 and improved by the Works Progress 
Administration (WPA) in 1937 (Site Form 5ST.937.2).  Other segments of SH 9 were part of WPA projects of the 
1930s.  The portions of SH 9 from Hartsel north was part of Federal Aid Project No. 2-A and Federal Aid Project 28 in 
1937; and from Fairplay to Alma was PWA project No. 5001 in 1936.  The portion from Alma to the Summit County 
Line was also a Federal Aid Project in 1938.  Changes to SH 9 include the following: The segment of SH 9 near the 
Green Mountain reservoir was realigned when the reservoir was built in 1942 (Summit Historical). Portions of the 
highway in Dillon were re-routed with the building of the Dillon Dam and Reservoir in 1961.  In addition, the segment 
of SH 9 in Dillon was rerouted to the Dillon Dam road when I-70 was completed in the area in 1971. In 2005, SH 9 
was realigned in the town of Breckenridge off of Main Street (Salek).

Beginning with the early gold rush that began in 1859, Colorado’s mining industry was a significant contributor to the 
state’s economic, political, and social development.  This trend continued as the industry expanded with the 
discovery of silver, copper, lead and zinc in the central mountain region and resulted in population explosions in 
mining camps and nearby supply centers.  Technological advances such as smelting allowed these ores to be more 
successfully processed and contributed to the increase in mine production. Wagon roads and railroads were 
essential to the transportation needs of the mining industries and the communities that surrounded them.  At times, 
wagon roads were the only access to in the narrow and steep mountain canyons. Some of these wagon roads and 
railroad grades later became automobile roads. Towns such as Leadville, Alma, Aspen, Breckenridge became 
supply, processing, and transportation hubs for the mining industries in the Central Mountain region. 

SH 9 connects the mining communities of Alma and Breckenridge.  Alma was a support town with a smelter to 
process ores from the mines of the Mosquito range. Breckenridge was a bustling gold and silver mine town that was 
at the heart of hard rock mining and supply center for nearby mines.  Mining in Breckenridge peaked in the 1880s 
with an extended period of dredge gold mining through the 1940s in French Gulch (Form 5ST.130).  After World War 
II, these mining communities relied on tourism and recreation such as skiing for their businesses.  The Breckenridge 
ski area was first started in 1961. The connection of SH 9 with I-70 allows for greater access to the town and Front 
Range communities (Town of Breckenridge).

SH 9 also historically served agricultural needs for communities in South Park and the Blue River Valley.  The first 
white settlers to the area established cattle ranches to supply the mines of Alma and Breckenridge.  Sam Hartsel 
established the Hartsel Ranch in 1866. After trying his luck in the gold fields, he decided to supply meat to the miners 
instead.  He raised hardy short-horn cattle that could weather the cold South Park winters and graze on the native 
grasses.  He amassed huge holdings in the area of the town that bears his name until he sold the operation in 1906 
(Simmons 1999: E-8).  The town of Hartsel also had a stop on the Colorado Midland Railroad to ship cattle to bigger 
markets (South Park Heritage). The peak of the big cattle ranches was in the 1880s, but ranching continued through 
the mid-1950s with diversification into sheep and hay ranching.  With changes in consumer tastes, market conditions 
and sale of water rights in South Park to municipalities and other users, the postwar period saw a decline in the 
number of ranches and they were gradually converted to residential and recreational use (Simmons, 1999: E-18).  At 
the north end of State Highway 9 is the town of Kremmling.  Kremmling is also a supply town for the ranches that 
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 9

settled along the Blue River in the 1870 and continue to operate today.  Kremmling was a stop on the Denver and 
Northwestern Railroad (Moffat Road) and a shipping point for agricultural products.  

Research indicates that SH 9 was an early construction project of the Colorado Highway Department that traverses 
South Park to Kremmling in Middle Park and served to provide important connections for the development of 
ranching, mining, and tourism across the Continental Divide. 

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 9

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 9

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 9 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A 
Research and literature review indicated that SH 9 was an early project of the Colorado Highway Department 
(CHD).  Portions of the road were improved in 1911-1912 with subsequent portions improved in 1922.  The route 
connected the ranches along the Blue River and in South Park to shipping centers such as Kremmling and Fairplay 
for the shipping of agricultural products and cattle. In addition, the route connected the mining communities of 
Fairplay, Alma and Breckenridge. Therefore, SH 9 possesses significance in the areas of Transportation and 
Industry for its association with mining at the state level, as an early project of the CHD at the state level, and its 
role in agricultural development at the local level for the direct and important role the road played in providing point-
to-point connections to facilitate the development of agriculture and mining in the region both before and after the 
state highway designation.  

SH 9 is also associated with WPA projects that included constructing, grading, and graveling the road. Construction 
plans dating to 1937-1938 confirm an association with the WPA.  As such, this highway is associated with a federal 
work relief program and possesses significance under Criterion A in the area of Politics/Government at the state 
level.  

Criterion B 
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.  

Criterion C 
As an Engineered Route, segments of SH 9 possess significance under Criterion C in the area of Engineering at 
the state level of significance as an example of early highway construction to address challenging site conditions.  
The historical realignment of the segment from Dillon north to Kremmling required moving large boulders and 
building a new road next to a river without a solid road base and was noted as an engineering challenge.  As such, 
the portion of SH 9 from Dillon north to Kremmling possesses significance under Criterion C for engineering at the 
state level for transportation. 

Criterion D 
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, State Highway 9 does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 10

Highway Location:

Counties: Huerfano, Las Animas, Otero, Pueblo
Length (Miles): 71.758

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

No Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms (forms) for previously recorded segments of this highway were 
identified in Compass.

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

010A From I 25-A and SH 160-B east of Walsenburg northeast To SH 50-B in La Junta

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

None No previously recorded 
segments are found on or 
adjacent to this highway

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 10

Historical Data:

SH 10 is approximately 72 miles long and extends between U.S. Highway (US) 50 on the west side of La Junta and 
Interstate Highway 25 at Walsenburg in southeastern Colorado.  The highway passes through a rural area 
surrounded by crops and pasture.      

Historically, the trails, highways, and rural roads that made up the transportation network in southeastern Colorado 
facilitated travel through this sparsely-populated region and also made possible the transfer and distribution of the 
region’s agricultural products.  Settlement in this part of the state occurred in the early 1800s in part as a result of 
regional trade along the Santa Fe and Cherokee Trails, whose routes generally followed the Arkansas River Valley 
and subsequently formed portions of the route of present-day US 50. The Santa Fe Trail was the earliest major east-
west route through this region and remained as such until the 1920s when highways such as former SH 100 (current 
US 160) and present-day US 287, US 350 and US 385, the major north-south arteries in this region, provided access 
to previously remote areas in the far southeastern corner of the state.  

Southeastern Colorado boasted the largest cattle industry in the state during the late nineteenth century.  Due to the 
arid climate, in the late nineteenth and twentieth century irrigation canals were constructed in the region to facilitate 
agriculture that included wheat, hay, oats, corn, sugar beets, watermelon, cantaloupe, and other crops.  The entry of 
the Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fe Railroad into Colorado during the late nineteenth century resulted in the 
settlement and growth of additional towns like La Junta, Las Animas, Lamar, Granada, and Holly, which prospered by 
providing a direct link for conveying commercial and agricultural goods between towns and larger markets.  
Walsenburg, established in 1873 and located along the eastern slope of the Sangre de Cristo Mountains in Huerfano 
County, was one of Colorado’s primary sources for coal after the 1880s.  By the 1940s, the agricultural areas 
surrounding Walsenburg produced large crops of beans, wheat, hay, and corn and sustained herds of cattle and 
sheep.  During the early twentieth century, farm-to-market roads were constructed to link rural areas with larger 
regional market centers. Walsenburg and La Junta both served as important trade and shipping centers for 
agricultural and industrial products within the region.  SH 10 served as a direct route between these two commercial 
centers and also linked more remote areas to these markets beginning in the mid-twentieth century (Noel et al 1994: 
25, 29; Wyckoff 1999: 167-170; Colorado State Planning Commission 1941: 306, 374).  

Historic state highway maps indicate that SH 10 was originally a cross-state route, that extended east from Dove 
Creek near the Utah border to Walsenburg.  This road was constructed in the 1920s and was designated SH 10 by 
1926.  The route was also co-signed with US Highways 160 and 450 along certain portions.  The segment between 
Walsenburg and La Junta, which corresponds to the current extent of the highway, was added by 1936.  The entire 
segment west of Walsenburg was eliminated in 1968.        

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 10

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 10

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 10 is classified an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A
Research did not indicate that this highway is an example of an early or prominent project by the Colorado Highway 
Department (CHD) or was built or improved as part of a federal relief project.  SH 10 once extended across nearly 
the entire state and served as an important east-west transportation corridor in southern Colorado.  Although the 
highway now only extends between Walsenburg and La Junta, it once extended west of Walsenburg and provided 
direct connectivity as a farm-to-market road to regional centers of trade in southern Colorado, including the San 
Luis Valley. As such, it possesses significance in the area of Transportation at the local level due to its role in the 
transfer of agricultural goods as a farm-to-market road.  In addition, its direct connection to and from Walsenburg 
served an important role in the distribution of coal throughout the region from the extensive southern coal fields that 
stretched from Walsenburg south to Trinidad.  Therefore, SH 10 is also significant under Criterion A under Industry 
at the local level for its association with mining by providing direct and important access to markets. 

Criterion B
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.

Criterion C
This highway is not considered to be an early or prominent project of the CHD.  Research and literature review 
yielded no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering design or construction techniques 
that serve to distinguish this highway from other roads and does not appear to exhibit important engineering 
innovations or important later modifications.  The highway’s design and construction appear to fall within the 
established standard practices of state highway design and construction of the time and the highway does not 
possess significance under Criterion C.  
   
Criterion D
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 11

Highway Location:

Counties: Sedgwick
Length (Miles): 1.344

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

No Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms for previously recorded segments of this highway were identified in 
Compass.    

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

011A From U.S. 138-A west of Julesburg north To Nebraska State Line

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

None

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 11

Historical Data:

SH 11 begins at the junction of U.S. Highway (US) 138 just west of Julesburg in Sedgwick County and travels north 
for 1.35 miles to the Nebraska- Colorado state line.

A review of historic travel maps show the route of SH 11 signed as SH 51 north of Julesburg.  SH 51 south of 
Julesburg existed in the 1920s. This northern segment, from Julesburg to the Nebraska border, was added around 
1934 and remained in the state highway system until 1953.  A historic topo map from 1953 shows the route as a 
county road extending north from US 138 (now current US 138/385) for approximately .25 miles outside of Julesburg 
and changing to SH 51 at Julesburg.  In 1968, the entire route of SH 51 was decommissioned.  1971 maps show this 
segment of the previous route signed as SH 11. Therefore, it is assumed that SH 11 is part of a redesignation of a 
shorter segment of SH 51 that was north of Julesburg.

Northeastern Colorado is within the physiographic province of the Great Plains, and more specifically, the area 
known as the High Plains. The terrain is relatively flat, with gentle hills and shallow waterways, and the climate is 
semiarid, with low levels of moisture. There are few trees and the region is known for weather extremes. The South 
Platte River and its tributaries is the primary source of water and the lifeline for communities in northeastern 
Colorado. The river has guided travelers for millennia, starting with trails used by Native Americans, trappers, and 
explorers. Beginning in 1858, after the discovery of gold at the confluence of Cherry Creek and the South Platte 
River--today’s Denver--the South Platte River Trail guided the majority of travelers to the gold camps and support 
towns. The trail began at the confluence of the North Platte and South Platte in North Platte, Nebraska, as a branch 
of the Overland or Oregon Trail. The transcontinental railroad also followed the river in 1881 when the Union Pacific 
Railroad built its branch line to Denver. After 1910, with the establishment of the Colorado Highway Commission, the 
river dictated the paths of the region’s first major highways and bridges for river crossings.

Prior to the homestead era and the arrival of the railroad, the South Platte River valley was prime pastureland and 
ranchers took full advantage of the ability to run cattle freely for grazing. John Wesley Iliff and others amassed huge 
herds near the river in the 1860s and 1870s, buying key parcels and leasing state and federal lands in northeastern 
Colorado. The cattle were trailed to railheads in Cheyenne or Denver before 1881. After 1881, the railroad towns of 
Brush, Iliff, Sterling, and Julesburg became busy freight shipping points. Farmers formed cooperatives to build major 
irrigation systems based on priority water rights from the South Platte. Greeley was one center of activity where 
irrigation canals and storage reservoirs significantly increased the acreage for agriculture. Prior to these systems, 
crop raising was limited to fields in river and creek bottoms but irrigation made it possible for farmers to plant crops in 
fields on higher benches further from the river. Fifty miles east of Greeley, Fort Morgan became the center of several 
irrigation systems that radiated to outlying farms and ranches, as did Sterling, another forty miles downstream 
(Wyckoff 1999: 164).

The region has always had a relatively sparse population. Larger towns such as Greeley, Fort Morgan and Sterling 
settled on the river, connected to the smaller towns of Ovid, Sedgwick, Crook, Iliff, Atwood, and Merino. Major 
irrigated crops included corn and feed crops for animals. Sugar beets became a prominent crop after 1910 in Weld, 
Morgan, and Logan counties. The Great Western Sugar Company built ten processing factories in the South Platte 
River valley at Loveland, Greeley, Eaton, Fort Collins, Windsor, Longmont, Sterling, Brush, Fort Morgan, and Ovid. 
The raising and processing of sugar beets also brought large numbers of field workers from other countries to the 
region, including Germans from Russia, Japanese, and Mexicans. While irrigated farming is possible near the river 
and in fields that have water rights to the underground Ogallala aquifer, dryland farming supported farms and ranches 
north of the river near the small communities of Peetz, Stoneham, Briggsdale and Keota. Major dryland crops include 
winter wheat, sorghum, milo, alfalfa, and field peas (Webb 1931: 373).

A review of sources did not reveal that this route represents important road engineering achievement, or that it 
served to provide an important connection to markets or facilitated development related to agriculture in the 
Northeastern portion of Colorado.  Although SH 11 was once part of a larger state highway (SH51), SH 11 has been 
identified as a singular route since 1971 and is no larger part of that previous highway. 

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 11

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 11

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 11 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS. 

Criterion A
As an Engineered Route, SH 11 does not possess significance under Criterion A.  Evidence suggests that the 
highway has roots with previous SH 51 however, the current alignment of SH 11 did not enter the highway system 
until 1971.  SH 11 is one of the short connector routes to Nebraska from Julesburg, and research failed to indicate 
this highway has a direct association with a historical theme important in Colorado history, or that it represents an 
early or prominent road construction project of the Colorado Highway Department, or the connections it provides 
from any subsequent highway improvements.  As such, the highway does not possess significance under Criterion 
A.   

Criterion B 
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.  

Criterion C 
This highway is not considered to be an early or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department.  
Research and literature review yielded no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering 
design or construction techniques that serve to distinguish this highway from other roads and does not appear to 
exhibit important engineering innovations or important later modifications.  The highway’s design and construction 
appear to fall within the established standard practices of state highway design and construction of the time and the 
highway does not possess significance under Criterion C.  

Criterion D 
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 11

011.jpg
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 12

Highway Location:

Counties: Huerfano, Las Animas
Length (Miles): 70.395

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

Three site forms in Compass, 5LA.10828.1, 5LA.10825.1, and 5HF.543, correspond to SH 12.  The National Register 
of Historic Places (National Register) determination for both 5LA.10828.1 and 5LA.10825.1 in 2004 was that more data 
was needed to make an official determination.  Cucharas Pass (5HF.543) was previously documented in 1981 and 
2006 as a geologic feature between the Cucharas and Purgatoire Rivers watersheds that was used as a travel route 
by Native Americans, the Spanish, and locals.  Cucharas Pass carries SH 12 and the National Register determination 
in 2006 for Cucharas Pass stated it was potentially eligible pending a more complete investigation of the pass summit.  
In addition, SH 12 passes through portions of two National Register of Historic Places-listed historic districts.  At its 
eastern terminus the highway extends through a portion of the Corazon de Trinidad Historic District (5LA.2179) in 
downtown Trinidad, which is significant in the areas of Urban Planning and Commerce under Criterion A for its 
association with the growth of the city’s business district as well as Criterion C for its collection of nineteenth century 
architecture.  West of Trinidad SH 12 bisects the Cokedale Historic District (5LA.5782), a former coal camp within the 
Raton Basic coal field, a region characterized by large amounts of recoverable coal.  

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

012A From U.S. 160-A southwest of Walsenburg south via La Veta, Cuchara, and Monument Park 
and east via Weston To I 25-A in Trinidad

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

5HF.543 Officially needs data>Field 
not eligible

09/15/2006>06/01/1981 CUCHARA PASS

5LA.10825.1 Officially needs data>Field 
not eligible

12/23/2004>11/09/2004

5LA.10828.1 Field needs data 8/13/2004 STATE HIGHWAY 12 (SEGMENT)

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

5LA.2179 Listed on National Register

5LA.5782 Listed on National Register
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 12

Historical Data:

SH 12 is approximately 70 miles long and extends between Trinidad and U. S. Highway (US) 160 just north of La 
Veta.  In Trinidad the highway extends east from Interstate (I)-25 along East Main Street, then turns north on Nevada 
Avenue and then west on North Animas Street.  The road then makes several other turns before leaving Trinidad and 
extending through a mountainous area in San Isabel National Forest to its northern terminus at US 160.        

Historically, the trails, highways, and rural roads that made up the transportation network in southern Colorado 
facilitated travel through this sparsely-populated region that consisted of agricultural crops and pastures for livestock 
and mountain to the west.   Settlement in this part of the state occurred in the early 1800s in part as a result of 
regional trade along the Santa Fe and Cherokee Trails, whose routes generally followed the Arkansas River Valley 
and subsequently formed portions of the route of present-day US 50. The Santa Fe Trail was the earliest major east-
west route through this region and remained as such until the 1920s when highways such as former SH 100 (current 
US 160) and present-day US 287, US 350 and US 385, the major north-south arteries in this region, provided access 
to previously remote areas in the far southeastern corner of the state.  The Santa Fe Trail extended directly through 
Trinidad and helped establish the city as a regional center for commerce.  Trinidad was also located near Raton 
Pass, which led to New Mexico.  The entry of the Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fe Railroad into Colorado during the 
late nineteenth century resulted in the settlement and growth of additional towns in the region like La Junta, Las 
Animas, Lamar, and that prospered by providing a direct link for conveying commercial and agricultural goods 
between towns and larger markets as well as transporting industrial materials such as coal.  The Denver and Rio 
Grande Railroad also became prominent in the region during the late nineteenth century.

The first coal mine in the area opened in 1867.  In the latter half of the nineteenth century a series of mining and 
transport companies helped create a network of towns, railroads, and mines in southern Colorado based around the 
coal fields near Trinidad and Walsenburg.  The construction of smelters and steel mills in nearby Pueblo helped fuel 
the demand for coal and its expansion throughout the region.  This area developed into one of Colorado’s primary 
sources for coal after the 1880s.  The American Smelting and Refining Company developed Cokedale in 1906 as a 
mining community that included worker housing in addition to the infrastructure necessary for mining, including 
washing buildings and coke ovens.  Cokedale was located within an area rich in recoverable coal in southern 
Colorado known as the Raton Basin coal field. (Emrich 1985: 7-1, 7-2).  Coal mining remained an important activity in 
the region throughout much of the twentieth century.  Most of the mining activities were generally located east of 
present-day SH 12 along a belt stretching north from Trinidad to Walsenburg.  Trinidad developed into an important 
supply center for rural areas to the east and as a shipping point for coal and SH 12 provided a direct link between 
Cokedale and Trinidad (Noel et al 1994: 25, 29; Wyckoff 1999: 167-170; Colorado State Planning Commission, 1941: 
192; Wyckoff 1999: 207-209).    

Historic state highway maps indicate that a road along the general alignment of present-day SH 12 between Trinidad 
and Stonewall was constructed by 1916, and extended along the southern periphery of the coal mining areas and 
bisected the mining town of Cokedale.  By 1926 SH 12 was designated and extended east from Stonewall through 
Trinidad to La Junta; the segment between Stonewall and present-day US 160 was also constructed by this time and 
designated SH 111 at that time.  SH 12 was associated with improvements by the Works Progress Administration 
(WPA) during the 1930s that consisted of reconstructing and oil-surfacing approximately 38 miles of the highway 
west of Trinidad in Las Animas County. (Autobee and Dobson-Brown 2003: E-34)  Historic state highway maps 
indicate that US Highway 350 took over the segment between Trinidad and La Junta by 1939.  State highway maps 
indicate that SH 12 was extended north to US 160 over Cucharas Pass by 1968.  The eastern end of SH 12 was 
changed in August 2004 with the permanent closing of Exit 14A at the University Street Interchange; because SH 12 
no longer had a direct interchange to I-25 at University Street, an extension of Nevada Avenue southward to Main 
Street was constructed to help traffic connect with the Main street interchange at Exit 13.          

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 12

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 12

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 12 is classified an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A
The highway segment now designated as SH 12 is located along a corridor that was established by 1916 and 
represents an early project by the Colorado Highway Department.  The highway was also improved as part of a 
federal relief project and possesses significance for Depression-Era government programs during the 1930s.  SH 
12 extended along the southern periphery of an important coal mining region in southern Colorado and provided a 
direct connection between mining areas from Cokedale to Trinidad, an important shipping point for coal throughout 
the region.  For these reasons, SH 12 possesses significance under Criterion A in the areas of Transportation and 
Industry for its role in the transfer of industrial goods related to mining at the local level and in the area of 
Government/Politics at the state level.  No evidence suggests that the road served as an important farm-to-market 
road since the surrounding area has historically been used for mining or undeveloped and forested.  

Criterion B
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.

Criterion C
This highway is considered to be an early or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department.  However, 
research and literature review yielded no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering design 
or construction techniques that serve to distinguish this highway from other roads and does not appear to exhibit 
important engineering innovations or important later modifications.  The highway’s design and construction appear 
to fall within the established standard practices of state highway design and construction of the time and the 
highway does not possess significance under Criterion C.  
   
Criterion D
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National

Mead & Hunt, Inc./Dill Historians LLC State Highway (SH) 12 - Page 4

*Information based on data from Compass provided by OAHP



Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 12
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 13

Highway Location:

Counties: Garfield, Moffat, Rio Blanco
Length (Miles): 128.829

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

Colorado Cultural Resource Inventory forms (forms) for 5GF.2949, 5RB.4486, and 5MF.5138 reflect segments 
delineated by different counties and were completed for Highways to the Sky (Associated Cultural Resource Experts, 
2002).  Historical information on forms produced in subsequent documentation of those segments also uses 
information from Highways to the Sky.  Generally the forms available on Compass also contained historical data from 
Highways to the Sky.  

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

013A From Airport Road in Rifle South of I-70 North To RailRoad Ave then West To SH40A West of 
Craig

013B From U.S. 40A at (4rt St) and (Yampa St) in Craig North To the Wyoming State Line

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

5GF.2156.1 Officially not eligible>Field 
not eligible>Field not eligible

07/13/1995>04/09/1999>
05/25/1995

GOVERNMENT ROAD/STATE ROUTE 13

5GF.2156.2 Officially not eligible>Field 
not eligible>Field not eligible

07/13/1995>04/09/1999>
05/25/1995

GOVERNMENT ROAD/STATE ROUTE 13

5GF.2156.3 Officially not eligible>Field 
not eligible>Field not eligible

07/13/1995>04/09/1999>
05/25/1995

GOVERNMENT ROAD/STATE ROUTE 13

5GF.2156.4 Officially not eligible>Field 
not eligible>Field not eligible

07/13/1995>04/09/1999>
05/25/1995

GOVERNMENT ROAD/STATE ROUTE 13

5GF.2949 Field eligible 2/6/2002 SH 13

5GF.2949.1 Field not eligible 9/18/2003 STATE HIGHWAY 13

5GF.2949.3 Field not eligible 9/18/2003 STATE HIGHWAY 13

5GF.2949.4 Field not eligible 9/18/2003 STATE HIGHWAY 13

5GF.2949.5 Supports eligibility of entire 
linear resource>Field eligible

08/17/2012>07/01/2012 SH 13 

5MF.5138 Field eligible 2/6/2002 SH 13, STATE HIGHWAY 13

5MF.5138.1 Supports eligibility of entire 
linear resource>106 - 
Officially eligible>Field 
eligible>Supports eligibility of 
entire linear resource

12/15/2009>09/05/2006>
06/28/2005>10/27/2014

STATE HIGHWAY 13

5MF.5138.2 Field eligible 5/23/2009 COLORADO STATE HIGHWAY 13 - 
SEGMENT

5MF.5138.3 Field eligible 9/27/2011 STATE HIGHWAY 13 - SEGMENT

5RB.4486 Field eligible 2/6/2002 STATE HIGHWAY 13, SH 13

5RB.4486.1 106 - Officially eligible>Field 
eligible

06/14/2007>05/2007 STATE HIGHWAY 13, SH 13 (SEGMENT)

5RB.4486.3 Supports eligibility of entire 
linear resource>Field eligible

07/17/2012>07/01/2012 STATE HIGHWAY 13 - 
SEGMENT~GOVERNMENT ROAD 

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 13

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 13

Historical Data:

Colorado Cultural Resource Inventory forms for previously recorded segments of this highway were reviewed for 
historical background information (see OAHP Site Numbers above).  In addition, a historical summary of this highway 
is included in Highways to the Sky.  This information was used to complete the statement of significance.  No 
changes are recommended for the historical summary in Highways to the Sky.  

Below is a reiteration of key points in the history of SH 13 found in Highways to the Sky, with a brief augmentation:

SH 13 is a 128-mile highway from Rifle north to the Wyoming border that connects the towns of Rifle, Meeker, and 
Craig.  The route of SH 13 was first known as the Government Road and was constructed by the U.S. Army between 
1880 and 1884 to facilitate European-American settlement in the northwest part of the state.  Until 1918 the route 
served as a stage and wagon road named Meeker Trail.  

In 1912 the State Highway Commission designated the Meeker Trail as SH 42 a primary state road.  The route was 
subsequently designated SH 13 around 1923, which coincides with improvements during the 1920s (Colorado State 
Highway Map 1924).  Improvements included grading, widening, and modest realignments allowing for safe and 
easier automobile travel.  By 1930 the state secured funds to gravel surface the segment from Rifle to Meeker and 
the segment from Meeker to Craig.  Improvements and surfacing continued through the 1930s, including the 1937 
realignment of the gravel road nearer the bottom of Government Creek Valley.  In 1949 the road was paved with 
asphalt and designated part of the Canada-to-Mexico Highway, which it was identified as on State Highway maps 
until the mid-1980s. 

In the mid-1970s SH 13 was realigned as it ran through the town of Craig and was extended 1 mile to the I-70 
interchange at Rifle, which included the construction of bridges over the Colorado River, Denver and Rio Grande 
Western Railroad line, and Rifle Creek.  In 2000, a 1936 bridge at White River was replaced along with leveling and 
resurfacing of 8 miles of the highway from Meeker’s Airport Road to the foot of Nine Mile Gap.  On November 27, 
2010, SH 13 in Moffat County was named “The Major William Adams Medal of Honor Highway” in honor of U.S. Army 
Major William E. Adams, who was killed in 1971 in Vietnam while attempting to evacuate three gravely wounded 
soldiers from a base under attack (CDOT 2010).

See Colorado Cultural Resource Inventory forms and Chapter 11 of Highways to the Sky for additional historical 
information on this highway.

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 13

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 13

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 13 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A
SH 13 was constructed by the U.S. Army from 1880 to 1884 to facilitate non-indigenous settlement in northwestern 
Colorado and to serve mining and ranching communities as a wagon and stage road prior to the establishment of 
the Colorado Highway Commission in 1909.  Designated a State Highway in 1912, this route represents early 
efforts of the Colorado Highway Department (CHD) during the 1920s and 1930s to accommodate the state’s 
growing vehicular traffic.  As such, SH 13 possesses significance under Criterion A in the area of Transportation at 
the state level as an early and prominent project of the CHD during its formative period of State Highway 
development. 

In the post-World War II period and into the 1980s, SH 13 was part of the Canada-to-Mexico Highway, which was 
meant to facilitate automobile and commercial vehicular travel across the three countries.  However, the route 
proved unsuccessful and post-dates the development of transcontinental highways, the Good Roads Movement, 
and the period of formative development of the CHD.  As such, it does not possess significance for its association 
with these later themes.

Criterion B 
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.  

Criterion C
The literature review yielded no evidence of the use of innovative engineering design or construction features 
particular to SH 13 that serve to distinguish it from other roads.  While SH 13 is considered to be an early or 
prominent project of the CHD, it does not appear to be an important road type or subtype.  The highway’s design 
and subsequent construction history appear to fall within the established standard practices of State Highway 
design and construction of the time.  As such, it does not possess significance under Criterion C.

Criterion D
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 13

013.jpg

Mead & Hunt, Inc./Dill Historians LLC State Highway (SH) 13 - Page 6

*Information based on data from Compass provided by OAHP



Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 14

Highway Location:

Counties: Jackson, Larimer, Logan, Weld
Length (Miles): 223.027

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

Five Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms for previously recorded segments of this highway, including 
5JA.1447.1, 5JA.1447.3, 5JA.1447.4, 5WL.6964.1, and 5JA.1447.2 were identified in Compass.  One site form for SH 
14 (5JA.1447.1) notes that the highway as a complete entity meets National Register of Historic Places (National 
Register) Criterion A for its contribution to broad patterns of history, but this specific segment was determined not to 
support the overall eligibility of the route and determined not eligible in 2002.  Another segment (5JA.1447.4) was 
determined not eligible in 2006 and little information was available for 5JA.1447.3.  The fourth segment of old SH 14 
(5WL.6964.1) was officially determined to not support the overall significance of the linear resource in 2012.  Site form 
5JA.1447.2 references an abandoned segment of SH 14 that was determined field not eligible in 2004; this segment 
does not coincide with the current alignment of SH 14.   

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

014A From U.S. 40-A at Jackson/Grand County Line (Muddy Pass) northeast To SH 125-A southwest 
of Walden

014B From SH 125-A in Walden southeast via Cameron Pass and east via Poudre Canyon To U.S. 
287-C at Teds Place

014C From U.S. 287-C in Fort Collins East via Ault and Raymer To SH 6-5 in Sterling

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

5JA.1447.1 Officially not eligible>Field 
not eligible

12/09/2002>11/06/2002 STATE HIGHWAY 14 SEGMENT

5JA.1447.2 Officially not eligible>Field 
not eligible

08/30/2004>07/29/2004 OLD COLORADO HIGHWAY 14 AND 
ASSOCIATED BRIDGE

5JA.1447.3 No assessment given on 
form

1998 CAMERON PASS, HIGHWAY 14

5JA.1447.4 Officially not eligible>Field 
not eligible

12/18/2006>10/03/2006 STATE HIGHWAY 14 (SH14) SEGMENT, 
HIGHWAY 43

5WL.6964.1 Does not support eligibility of 
entire linear resource>Field 
eligible

09/17/2012>04/06/2012 OLD STATE HIGWAY 14

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

5LR.1388 Listed - National Register

5LR.476 Listed - National Register

5LR.484 Listed - National Register

5WL.2883 Listed - State Register
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 14

Historical Data:

SH 14 is approximately 223 miles long and extends between U.S. Highway (US)  6 in Sterling west to Fort Collins 
and then up the Cache La Poudre Canyon over Cameron Pass to Walden to its western terminus at US 40 east of 
Steamboat Springs. 

In the northeast portion of the state, SH 14 crosses the plains counties of Logan and Weld before entering the north-
central mountains of Larimer and Jackson Counties.  The eastern portion of the SH 14 corridor is within the High 
Plains of Northeastern Colorado.  The South Platte River is the primary water source for communities in the region 
and many of the earliest transportation corridors, trails used by Native Americans, trappers, and explorers, followed 
the South Platte River.  The South Platte River Valley was prime pastureland prior to the homestead era and the 
arrival of the railroad.  The discovery of gold in the 1850s attracted travelers and fortune seekers alike to Colorado.  
The Overland and Oregon Trails extended through the region and the transcontinental railroad followed the South 
Platte River when in 1881 the Union Pacific Railroad built its branch line to Denver.  After 1881, railroad towns like 
Sterling became important freight shipping points. Farmers formed cooperatives to build major irrigation systems 
based on priority water rights from the South Platte River. At Greeley, the construction of irrigation canals and 
storage reservoirs significantly increased the acreage for agriculture (Wyckoff 1999: 164-165).  Historically, the 
population of Northeastern Colorado has been sparse with larger communities like Greeley and Sterling connecting 
smaller towns.  Major irrigated crops included corn, various feed crops, as well as sugar beets after 1910 in Weld 
County.  The Great Western Sugar Company built factories at several locations along or near present-day SH 34, 
including locations in Greeley, Eaton, Fort Collins, Windsor, and Sterling (Webb 1931: 373).  

In the north-central portion, Native American Tribes frequented the area prior to the mid-nineteenth century, including 
the Ute and Arapahoe, who hunted and lived in North Park during the summers and established trails for traveling 
through the area.  The earliest non-native people in this area were primarily fur trappers and explorers.  Ranching 
developed into a prominent activity within the intermountain areas of North Park and included activities like the raising 
of cattle and sheep as well as hay production.  The mining of coal, copper, silver, gold, and fluorspar helped spur 
increased development throughout much of the nineteenth century.  (North Park Pioneer Museum)  Early roads in the 
northern mountain region were often built to serve and connect communities for the movement of people and the 
transfer of commercial and agricultural goods.  The sometimes narrow and rocky canyons combined with the altitude 
of this mountainous region made road building expensive, dangerous, and difficult.  To help finance road 
construction, toll roads were common in the late nineteenth century prior to the establishment of the Colorado 
Highway Department.  Local residents would often pool resources to build roads.  

The beginnings of what become SH 14, started when a toll road was completed over Cameron Pass by 1880.  By the 
1890s the town of Walden, near the present-day western terminus of SH 14, served as a central supply and trade 
center for the vast area known as North Park and was connected to a railroad by 1911.  In the early 1900s residents 
and businessmen believed a road up the Cache La Poudre Canyon from Fort Collins to North Park would open the 
area for recreation and commercial activities; a competing road up the Big Thompson Canyon, between Loveland 
and Estes Park (present-day US 34), was under construction at this time.  By 1912 work was underway on a road up 
the Cache La Poudre Canyon under the direction of Larimer County officials and led to the formation of the Poudre 
Valley Good Roads Association to promote construction of the road up the Cache La Poudre Canyon.  Competition 
between the Big Thompson Canyon and Cache La Poudre Canyon projects continued; the convict labor camp 
housing workers to build the roads was moved back and forth between 1912 and 1914.  Historian Stanley Case 
asserts in his book, The Poudre: A Photo History, that the Colorado state highway commission assured that both 
roads could be completed with the Big Thompson Canyon project taking precedence.  Historic state highway maps 
indicate that the road segments along the general corridor for present-day SH 14, including those on the plains and in 
North Park, were in place by 1916.  In Fort Collins, the route originally followed present-day Lincoln Avenue.  Work 
on the road up the Cache La Poudre Canyon continued throughout the early 1920s and the entire route of SH 14 was 
designated by 1926; at that time the road extended east of Sterling through Paoli to the Nebraska state line.  By the 
late 1930s the road between Fort Collins and the Nebraska state line was paved.  By the late 1940s only portions of 
the road through the Cache La Poudre Canyon were hard-surfaced.  According to Salek, the alignment east of Fort 
Collins was moved from Lincoln Avenue to its current location in 1950.  A middle section of SH 14 was turned by 
back in 1954 creating a gap between Walden and a point located south of Red Feather Lakes.  The section east of 
Sterling was turned back in 1968.  By 1979 an all-weather road was completed over Cameron Pass and gaps in the 
route created during the 1950s had been filled.  The highway had one additional realignment in 1989 when a bypass 
of LaPorte, located northwest of Fort Collins, was completed in 1989 (Case 1995; 335-359, 451-453).           

Road building in mountainous areas addressed challenging terrain and high altitude passes; however, no information 
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 14

was found to indicate the design, engineering, or construction of this highway differed from other roads in the region.  
This road was one of many that functioned to supply and support towns and area industries by providing links to 
regional transportation corridors, towns, and cities.   

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 14

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 14

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 14 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A
SH 14 was an early long distance route, extending west from the Nebraska state line through small eastern plains 
towns, major commercial centers, and more remote areas up the Cache La Poudre Canyon and in North Park, 
including Walden.  On the eastern plains, the road provided direct connectivity between small towns and sparsely 
populated areas characterized by ranching and agriculture and major commercial and market centers like Sterling 
and Fort Collins as a farm-to-market road.  The road up the Cache La Poudre Canyon was constructed with a 
specific transportation goal in mind:  to connect Fort Collins and North Park for commercial purposes and to 
promote recreation and tourism.  In addition, the route was constructed by 1916, within the first years of the 
formation of the Colorado Highway Department (CHD), and represents an early and prominent project by the CHD.  
For these reasons, SH 14 possesses significance under Criterion A in the area of Transportation at the state level 
in the area of Entertainment/Recreation for its association with tourism and at the local level.  Research did not 
indicate that this highway was built or improved as part of a federal relief project.         

Criterion B
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.

Criterion C
Although portions of SH 14 pass through Cache La Poudre Canyon, and required rock blasting to make way for a 
permanent road; however, research and literature review yielded no evidence to indicate that the rock blasting was 
innovative or represented important engineering techniques that serve to distinguish this highway from other roads 
within mountainous areas of the state.  The highway’s design and construction appear to have utilized techniques 
common to other roads in mountainous areas.  Overall this highway appears to reflect the standard types of design 
and construction practices and it does not appear to possess significance under Criterion C.   

Criterion D
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 14
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 15

Highway Location:

Counties: Conejos, Rio Grande
Length (Miles): 22.824

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms (forms) for previously recorded segments of this highway includes 
5ML600.1. This site form is available in Compass and includes an approximately 1.2 mile segment of the an earlier 
alignment of SH 15 that was previously documented in 2010 with an official determination of eligible.  A small portion 
of the current extent of SH 15 follows this earlier  alignment of SH 15.  The previously documented segment is located 
approximately 50 miles due west of the current alignment of SH 15 and does not retain an association to the highway 
as currently designated.   

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

015A From U.S. 160-A and U.S. 285-B in Monte Vista south To (CR 12S) at the Rio Grande/Conejos 
County Line

015B From County Roads west of Capulin east via Capulin To U.S. 285-A north of La Jara

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

5ML.600.1 Supports eligibility of entire 
linear resource>Field eligible

06/17/2011>10/27/2010 STATE PRIMARY ROAD 15/FSR 648A-1

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 15

Historical Data:

SH 15 is approximately 23 miles long and is located along the western edge of the San Luis Valley in south-central 
Colorado.  The northern terminus of the current route is at the U.S. Highway (US) 160/ US 285 intersection in Monte 
Vista.  The road then extends south and then east to its eastern terminus at US 285 in La Jara.

The earliest transportation corridors in South-Central Colorado were wagon roads that often followed trails 
established by Native Americans.  Settlers from New Mexico moved into the San Luis Valley in the 1850s and 
established early irrigation and water reclamation systems to facilitate agricultural production.  The San Luis Valley 
developed into a center for agriculture and livestock-raising within the region beginning in the mid-nineteenth century.  
(Carter and Mehls 1984: 46-48)

Railroad construction began in southern Colorado during the 1860s.  The Denver and Rio Grande Railroad (D&RG) 
was organized in 1870 and construction on tracks south of Denver began that same year.  The D&RG reached the 
San Luis Valley by 1877 and expanded throughout the valley over the next several decades connecting communities 
to larger markets; D&RG tracks reached Alamosa in 1878, a line was constructed from Alamosa to Espanola, New 
Mexico in 1880, and tracked connecting Salida and the San Luis Valley were established in 1881.  The San Luis 
Valley Southern Railroad was constructed between Monte Vista and Center in 1913.  Railroads served as an 
important means for distributing livestock and agricultural products throughout the San Luis Valley and beyond. 
(Carter and Mehls 1984: 46-48, 79-81)   

The popularity of the automobile increased dramatically between 1910 and 1920.  The Good Roads Movement and 
establishment of the Colorado Highway Commission in the first decades of the twentieth century led to the 
establishment of a highway network throughout the region and state.  (Carter and Mehls 1984: 138-141)  In 1913 the 
Colorado legislature initiated the creation of a highway (SH 15) across the continental divide in southern Colorado.  
Earlier routes across the continental divide included wagon roads and unimproved roads between New Mexico and 
Archuleta County in Colorado.  The route of the original SH 15 followed the Navajo Trail and was among the first 
roads designed for motorized vehicular traffic across the continental divide in the United States and in southern 
Colorado into the San Luis Valley (5ML600.1 Inventory Form).  The original route of SH 15 was in use from 1916 to 
1922 based on historic state highway maps; this east-west route was eventually replaced by SH 10/US450 and then 
US 160 and SH 15 was rerouted north through the San Luis Valley, Salida, and Buena Vista.  Only the east-west 
portion of the current SH 15 extending west from just north of La Jara to a point near its intersection with road 255 is 
located along the original route of SH 15 and retains a historic association with this early highway as an important 
early crossing of the continental divide.    

The current alignment of SH 15 includes one north-south and one east-west section.  Prior to 1926 the north-south 
portion was part of SH 36 as indicated on a 1916 state highway map.  At that time SH 36 extended further north 
through Saguache, Poncha Springs, ending at Salida.  The stretch of road, known colloquially south of Saguache as 
the Gunbarrel Road for its unusually straight course, extended through the center of the San Luis Valley, in one of the 
most productive agricultural regions of the state.  Around 1926 SH 36 was designated SH 15 and followed a similar 
route north through the San Luis Valley and extended beyond Salida to Buena Vista.  Similar to SH 112, which is 
historically significant for its role in the transfer of agricultural goods within the San Luis Valley, SH 15 provided a 
direct and important connection to market centers in the San Luis Valley and beyond as well as travelers in the south-
central part of the state. (Colorado State Planning Commission 1941: 395-396)  In the late 1960s the extent of this 
north-south iteration of the SH 15 alignment was scaled back considerably to its present termini.                        

The current east-west section was included as part of the original route of SH 15 prior to 1926, which extended 
across the continental divide toward the southwest corner of the state.  The current east-west portion of SH 15 is all 
that remains of the original route of SH 15 that stretched between approximately La Jara and Pagosa Springs; 
another portion of the original route now follows SH 160 to the southwest part of the state.  By 1926 state highway 
maps indicate that the original route was decommissioned and replaced by SH 160 further to the north and SH 36 
was designated SH 15, which extended north through the San Luis Valley through Salida and Buena Vista.     

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 15

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 15

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 15 is classified as a Cultural Route and an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A
Development on SH 15 began in 1913 just three years after the formation of the Colorado Highway Commission 
and the east-west portion of the current highway, located along the original SH 15 alignment, also followed the 
Navajo Trail and was among the first roads designed for motorized vehicular traffic across the continental divide in 
the state.  As such, as a Cultural Route under Transportation it has an association with the Navajo Trail at the state 
level.  As an Engineered Route, the east-west portion of SH 15 is considered an example of an early and prominent 
project by the Colorado Highway Department (CHD) and has significance at the state level.  In addition, the north-
south portion, a later iteration of SH 15 that extends through a portion of the San Luis Valley is located along a 
route that served as an important local farm-to-market road within the valley and provided a direct connection for 
conveying agricultural goods to market centers.  Research did not indicate this highway was built or improved as 
part of a federal relief project.  This highway possesses significance in the area of Transportation at the state and 
local levels under Criterion A.     

Criterion B
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.

Criterion C
This highway serves as an example of an early infrastructure project by the CHD and was among the first roads 
designed for motorized vehicular traffic across the continental divide in the state.  However, the current alignment 
does not include that portion of SH 15 that crossed the continental divide.  Research and literature review yielded 
no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering design or construction techniques that serve 
to distinguish SH 15 as currently designated from other roads, and it is not known to have been the site of 
important engineering innovations or important later modification.  Earlier portions of SH 15 that crossed the 
continental divide but are no longer designated as part of the route would be more likely to possess significance for 
these reasons. As such, this highway does not possess significance under Criterion C in the area of transportation. 
   
Criterion D
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 15
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 16

Highway Location:

Counties: El Paso
Length (Miles): 3.201

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

No Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms for previously recorded segments of this highway were identified in 
Compass.

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

016A From the Frontage Road West of I 25-A in Fountain Southeast To (Old Powers Blvd) SH 021A 
North of Fountain

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

None No previously recorded 
segments are found on or 
adjacent to this highway

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 16

Historical Data:

SH 16 lies in El Paso County, at the south end of the Colorado Springs metro area. The current alignment of SH 16 
extends from the frontage road west of the Exit 132 interchange on Interstate (I)-25, east as Mesa Ridge Parkway to 
the intersection of Mesa Ridge Parkway and SH 21, aka Powers Blvd, for a total of 3.118 miles. The highway ends 
where SH 21 begins.

The Colorado Springs area, which SH 16 serves, is part of the Colorado Piedmont, a region defined geographically 
as the rolling hills and stream-laced valleys that lie to the east of the Front Range. This area contains both the most 
urbanized corridor in the state and also wide swaths of rural farm and ranchlands, with its history firmly rooted in the 
events that profoundly changed the region from the 1850s well into the twentieth century. Prehistorically the region 
was the hunting grounds of the Comanche, who were later pushed south by the Cheyenne and Arapahoe. By the 
1850s sparse European-American settlement in the form of scattered farms and trading posts dotted this area, with 
trails such as the Cherokee Trail crossing the plains and connecting with California-bound trails to the north. With the 
Pikes Peak Gold Rush, however, change was fast and intense. The urban core that became the metro Denver area 
sprang from commerce and transportation, i.e.,  the connection of the gold fields in the Rocky Mountains with the 
markets and cities to the east. Colorado Springs was developed first in the 1870s as an early tourist destination, with 
General William Palmer’s vision of a resort city acting as a guide. The city became an elite enclave, known for a time 
as “Little London” for the proliferation of British tourists, many of whom stayed, and Colorado Springs would go on to 
become home to a high number of millionaires made from the Cripple Creek Gold Rush in the 1890s. With the advent 
of World War II and the post-World War II period, the Colorado Springs area became home to military installations 
like Fort Carson, Peterson Air Force Base, and the U.S. Air Force Academy, installations that have had enormous 
impact on the history of infrastructural development in and around the city (Wyckoff 1998:101-103; Ubbelohde et al 
1995:118;334-335).  

SH 16 is a comparatively short, four-lane divided expressway that connects the northern area of the Fort Carson 
Army Base on the west side of I-25, with the bedroom communities in Security-Widefield and Fountain, on the east 
side of the interstate. Currently, bridges on the route carry traffic over I-25, Fountain Creek and the Fountain Creek 
Trail, Santa Fe Avenue (U.S. Highway [US] 85), and the BNSF railroad tracks.  SH 16 was designated a state 
highway in 1970, and at that time stretched east only as far as US 85 / N. Santa Fe Ave (1.15 miles). By 1976 the 
designated highway had extended another .11 mi. east to Quebec St. in the Widefield subdivision.  In 2007, Mesa 
Ridge Parkway was designated SH 16 the remainder of its route to Powers Blvd. Subsequent improvements 
performed in anticipation of growth in the number of troops and their families stationed at Fort Carson included 
upgrading of the diamond interchange at SH 16 and I-25, with a loop ramp from southbound I-25 to SH 16 completed 
in 2009 (Salek). 

The highway’s original alignment (MM 0 to MM .996) was constructed in the 1970s, less than 50 years ago, and the 
incorporation of the eastern segment (MM .996 to MM 3.118) is less than a decade old. It serves to connect the 
residents of relatively new subdivisions with the interstate highway and SH 21, which carries them to the commercial 
and business areas in Colorado Springs, just to the north. A review of sources did not reveal that this route 
represents important road engineering achievements, an important road type or subtype identified in the MPS, or that 
served to provide a historical connections to important themes; while it provides connection to Fort Carson from the 
newer subdivisions that serve as bedroom communities for the base, it is not related to the military history at Fort 
Carson since the road post-dates the base’s historical development. 

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 16

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 16

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 16 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  It does not possess 
historical significance.  

Criterion A
SH 16 does not possess significance under Criterion A. It is not an example of an early or prominent project of the 
Colorado Highway Department (CHD), nor was it part of any important federal relief project. Research failed to 
indicate that this road has a direct association with any theme currently recognized as important to Colorado’s 
history. Although it was improved and extended in association with anticipated growth in Fort Carson’s personnel, 
this occurred less than 50 years ago.  This event does not meet the National Register guidelines for age and does 
not meet the requirement of exceptional importance under Criteria Consideration G. As such, the highway does not 
possess significance under Criterion A.   

Criterion B 
Research did not reveal SH 16 to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in history, 
nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction of this 
highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does not 
possess significance under Criterion B.  

Criterion C 
As a representative example, a state highway that exhibits physical features indicative of an important type or 
subtype identified in the MPS reflecting its original design or important variation may possess significance.   A state 
highway may also possess significance for particularly important engineering achievements.  

SH 16 is not considered to be an early or prominent project of the CHD.  Research and literature review yielded no 
evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering design or construction techniques that serve to 
distinguish this highway from other roads and does not appear to exhibit important engineering innovations or 
important later modifications.  The highway’s design and construction appear to fall within the established standard 
practices of state highway design and construction of the 1970s and the 2000’s, and the highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion C.  

Criterion D 
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National

Mead & Hunt, Inc./Dill Historians LLC State Highway (SH) 16 - Page 4

*Information based on data from Compass provided by OAHP



Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 16
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 17

Highway Location:

Counties: Alamosa, Archuleta, Conejos, Saguache
Length (Miles): 88.641

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

No Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms (forms) for previously recorded segments of this highway were 
identified in Compass.  

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

017A From the New Mexico State Line northeast via Cumbres Pass To U.S. 285A south of Antonit

017B From U.S. 160 A east of Alamosa North To U.S. 285 B Northwest of Mineral Hot Springs

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

None No previously recorded 
segments are found on or 
adjacent to this highway

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 17

Historical Data:

SH 17 consists of two discontinuous segments in south-central Colorado that together measure approximately 89 
miles long.  One segment extends north from the New Mexico state line over Cumbres Pass to U.S. Highway (US) 
285 at Antonito.  The other segment extends between SH 160 at Alamosa through the center of the San Luis Valley 
to US 285 near Mineral Hot Springs. 

The earliest transportation corridors in south-central Colorado were wagon roads that often followed trails established 
by Native Americans.  Settlers from New Mexico moved into the San Luis Valley in the 1850s and established early 
irrigation and water reclamation systems to facilitate agricultural production.  The San Luis Valley developed into a 
center for agriculture and livestock-raising within the region beginning in the mid-nineteenth century (Carter and 
Mehls 1984: 46-48).

Railroad construction began in southern Colorado during the 1860s.  The Denver and Rio Grande Railroad (D&RG) 
was organized in 1870 and construction on tracks south of Denver began that same year.  The D&RG reached the 
San Luis Valley by 1877 and expanded throughout the valley over the next several decades connecting communities 
to larger markets; D&RG tracks reached Alamosa in 1878, a line was constructed from Alamosa to Espanola, New 
Mexico in 1880 and from Antonito over Cumbres Pass to Chama, New Mexico, in 1880, and tracks connecting Salida 
and the San Luis Valley were established in 1881.  The San Luis Valley Southern Railroad was constructed between 
Monte Vista and Center in 1913.  Railroads served as an important means for distributing livestock and agricultural 
products throughout the San Luis Valley and beyond (Carter and Mehls 1984: 46-48, 79-81).  

The popularity of the automobile increased dramatically between 1910 and 1920.  The Good Roads Movement and 
establishment of the Colorado Highway Commission in the first decades of the twentieth century led to the 
establishment of a highway network throughout the region and state (Carter and Mehls 1984: 138-141).  Early routes 
across the Continental Divide included wagon roads and unimproved roads between New Mexico and Archuleta 
County in Colorado. Subsequent efforts to establish permanent roads across the Continental Divide began as early 
as 1913 when the Colorado legislature initiated the creation of a highway (SH 15) across the Continental Divide in 
southern Colorado, which is located to the north of SH 17.  Present-day SH 17 consists of two discontinuous 
segments.   The southernmost segment of present-day SH 17 is the earliest of the two segments and crosses the 
Continental Divide and once included portions of current SH 84.  Historic state highway maps and 1920s journal 
articles indicate that a toll road following the same general alignment as current SH 17 between the New Mexico 
state line and Antonito was in place by 1919.  This southern segment of SH 17 goes over Cumbres Pass, an 
important transportation corridor through the San Juan Mountains that crosses the Continental Divide in southern 
Colorado. Interest in constructing a route over the Continental Divide via Cumbres Pass began in earnest in 1920 
when the State Highway Department and the Secretary of Agriculture drew up plans for the survey and construction 
of the highway along with estimates for the 15 mile segment between Antonito and New Mexico.  The survey was 
completed in 1921 by Louis A. Hamilton.  The center line had a maximum six percent grade and general minimum 
radius of curvature not less than 100 feet.  Plans drawn up called for a 14-foot-wide earth-graded road and the 
contract for 8.5 miles was awarded to Ed O’Neil of Meeker, Colorado.  The road was designated SH 17 and was 
opened to traffic in 1924.  The route extended southeast from Pagosa Springs, crossed into northern New Mexico, 
then re-entered Colorado and went over Cumbres Pass through Conejos, Alamosa, and then north through the San 
Luis Valley to Mineral Hot Springs, near its present-day terminus.  The segment through the San Luis Valley was 
stair-stepped and generally remained as such until the 1950s when this portion was no longer designated as SH 17.  
A 1924 article from Colorado Highways mentions the highway as important for opening up scenic parts of the state to 
motorists and for providing a shorter travel route than other existing highways between the San Luis Valley and the 
San Juan Valley.  Prior to its construction, western highway enthusiasts viewed its construction as pivotal to the 
industrial development of southwestern Colorado.  A 1925 Colorado Highways article cited many important benefits 
of the new highway, including increased trade of natural and manufactured commercial products between the San 
Juan Valley and the San Luis Valley access to previously isolated areas of the state deemed valuable for their scenic 
characteristics and recreational opportunities like fishing and motoring; and the access it provided to tourists visiting 
Mesa Verde National Park further to the west (“New State Roads Open Beautiful Motorist Routes,” Colorado 
Highways (December 1924): 10; “Cumbres Pass Open to Traffic,” Colorado Highways (June and July 1925): 6-7, 24).    

The section between New Mexico and Alamosa was co-signed with US 285 between 1935 and 1942.  The segment 
between Pagosa Springs and New Mexico was also redesignated US 84 in the 1940s.  Segments co-signed with US 
highways were eliminated in 1968 leaving the two present-day sections of SH 17 and the entirety of the route was 
paved by 1970.            
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 17

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 17

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 17

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 17 is classified as an Aesthetic and Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A
SH 17 was established in 1924 in order to provide a transportation corridor between the San Juan Valley and San 
Luis Valley.  Once constructed, this highway, especially the southern portion that crosses Cumbres Pass, served 
as an important transportation corridor across the Continental Divide that facilitated increased commerce, trade, 
and tourism in a previously isolated part of the region.  This highway facilitated development of recreational 
activities in the area like fishing and motoring and also provided tourists with easier access to Mesa Verde National 
Park.  For these reasons, this highway possesses significance in the areas of Transportation and 
Entertainment/Recreation at the local level.  In addition, the northern segment of SH 17 extends through the San 
Luis Valley adjacent to the former D&RG railroad corridor and served as an important farm-to-market road within 
the valley and provided a direct connection for conveying agricultural goods to market centers and prominent 
transportation corridors within the region at the local level.  As such, the road also possesses significance as a 
farm-to-market road.  Although not considered an early project by the Colorado Highway Department (CHD), this 
highway is considered a prominent project by the CHD due to the involvement of the Secretary of Agriculture in the 
planning and construction of the route and for the connections that it made throughout the region.  As such, this 
highway possesses significance in the area of Transportation at the state level under Criterion A.  No evidence was 
found to indicate that the highway was built or improved as part of a federal relief project.       

Criterion B
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.

Criterion C
This highway is considered a prominent project of the CHD as indicated by the involvement of the Secretary of 
Agriculture in its survey and construction.  Cumbres Pass and the portion of the road that traverses the Continental 
Divide may exhibit early and important engineering design or construction techniques that serve to distinguish this 
portion of the highway from other roads.  Because of this, the highway’s design and construction appear to fall 
outside the established standard practices of state highway design and construction of the time and these portions 
of the road appear to possess significance under Criterion C as a respresentative example.

Criterion D
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 17

017.jpg
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 21

Highway Location:

Counties: El Paso
Length (Miles): 20.245

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

No Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms for previously recorded segments of this highway were identified in 
Compass. 

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

021A From SH 16 at Mesa Ridge Parkway South of Colorado Springs North along ( Powers Blvd ) to 
Jct US 24 at Fountain Blvd in Colorado Springs

021B From U.S.  024G at Platte Ave in Colorado Springs North along ( Powers Blvd ) to Jct SH 083A 
at the north end of Colorado Springs City Limits

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

None No previously recorded 
segments are found on or 
adjacent to this highway

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 21

Historical Data:

SH 21, also named Powers Boulevard, serves as one of the eastern beltways of Colorado Springs and is 22.30 miles 
long.  It is located entirely in El Paso County, beginning at the intersection of Powers Boulevard and Mesa Ridge 
Parkway/SH 16 (MM 131.813) and ending at the intersection of Powers Boulevard and Interquest Parkway/SH83 
(MM 154.11). A 2.16 mile long segment, from Milepost 139.58 (Fountain Blvd) to 141.74 (Platte Avenue) it is 
coincident with U.S. Highway (US) Hwy 24.  

The area that contains Colorado Springs and environs is in the Colorado Piedmont, a region defined geographically 
as the rolling hills and stream-laced valleys that lie to the east of the Front Range. This area contains both the most 
urbanized corridor in the state and also wide swaths of rural farm and ranchlands, with its history firmly rooted in the 
events that profoundly changed the region from the late 1850s well into the twentieth century. Prehistorically the 
region was the hunting grounds of the Comanche, who were later pushed south by the Cheyenne and Arapahoe. By 
the 1850s sparse European-American settlement in the form of scattered farms and trading posts dotted this area, 
with trails such as the Cherokee Trail crossing the plains and connecting with California-bound trails to the north. 
With the Pikes Peak Gold Rush, however, change was fast and intense. The urban core that became the metro 
Denver area sprang from commerce and transportation, i.e.,  the connection of the gold fields in the Rocky Mountains 
with the markets and cities to the east. Colorado Springs was developed first in the 1870s as an early tourist 
destination, with General William Palmer’s vision of a resort city acting as a guide. The city became an elite enclave, 
known for a time as “Little London” for the proliferation of British tourists, many of whom stayed, and Colorado 
Springs would go on to become home to a high number of millionaires made from the Cripple Creek Gold Rush in the 
1890s.  With the advent of World War II and the post-World War II period, the Colorado Springs area became home 
to military installations like Fort Carson, Peterson Air Force Base, and the US Air Force Academy, installations that 
have impacted the history of infrastructural development in and around the city (Wyckoff 1999:101-103; Ubbelohde 
1995:118;334-335). 

SH 21’s role as one of the eastern beltways of Colorado Springs is a relatively recent development and the route 
carries little by way of historic significance relative to other state highways in the Colorado Springs area. The route 
was designated as a state highway in 2007. The road does not appear on historic Colorado highway maps until 1967, 
when then-named Powers Avenue is shown on the Colorado Springs inset map as defining the town’s eastern city 
limit, and is a mostly graveled county road with a short segment of pavement connecting Highway 24 with Peterson 
Air Force Base (AFB), which was mainly accessed by Airport Road.  SH 21/Powers Blvd now bypasses this segment, 
a small portion of which remains and runs parallel to Airport Road, just south of the Powers-Highway 24 interchange. 
Research did not reveal when Powers Avenue was renamed Powers Boulevard, but Colorado highway maps indicate 
it was renamed by 1987.  Although a segment of the original Powers Avenue may have been associated with later 
development of Peterson AFB, this segment is not part of the current alignment of SH 21/Powers Blvd.   The city’s 
eastern area developed throughout the 1990s and 2000s, and Powers Blvd became a major thoroughfare, traversing 
a corridor of light industry, recent suburban development, and commercial development. The road is currently a 4-
lane divided expressway.

Powers Blvd was designated as SH 21 in 2007, when CDOT conducted a swap with the City of Colorado Springs, 
designating some major roads and turning back others (Salek). A review of sources did not reveal that the current 
route of SH 21 represents important road engineering achievements, an important road type or subtype identified in 
the MPS, or that it served to provide an important connection to markets or facilitated development related to military 
development.

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 21

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 21

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 21 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  It does not possess 
historical significance.  

Criterion A 
SH 21 does not possess significance under Criterion A. It is not an example of an early or prominent project of the 
Colorado Highway Department (CHD), nor was it part of any important federal relief project. This highway does not 
have a direct and important association with a historical theme important in Colorado history. Although a segment 
of the original Powers Avenue was associated with the development of Peterson AFB, this segment was not one of 
the primary connectors with the base, and is not part of the current alignment of SH 21/Powers Blvd. SH 21 was 
not an early or prominent road construction project of the CHD, nor does it derive significance from any subsequent 
highway improvements. As such, the highway does not possess significance under Criterion A.   

Criterion B 
Research did not reveal SH 21 to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in history, 
nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction of this 
highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does not 
possess significance under Criterion B.  

Criterion C 
State Highway 21 is not considered to be an early or prominent project of the CHD.  Research and literature review 
yielded no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering design or construction techniques 
that serve to distinguish this highway from other roads and does not appear to exhibit important engineering 
innovations or important later modifications.  The highway’s design and construction are generally recent, and 
appear to fall within the established standard practices of state highway design and construction. Therefore, SH 21 
does not possess significance under Criterion C. 

Criterion D 
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, SH 21 is unlikely to yield important information that 
cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess significance 
under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 21
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 22

Highway Location:

Counties: Adams
Length (Miles): 2.483

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

No Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms for previously recorded segments of this highway were identified in 
Compass.    

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

022A From Sable Blvd (Old SH-002D) South of Brighton West To Brighton Road and 126th at 
Henderson

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

None No previously recorded 
segments are found on or 
adjacent to this highway

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 22

Historical Data:

Additional sources listed in the Bibliography were reviewed to prepare the historic data for this highway specific 
sources are cited below.  

SH 22 is 2.483 miles in length and travels from Sable Blvd south of Brighton west to Brighton Road and 126th at 
Henderson. SH 22 crosses the Fulton Ditch and the Union Pacific Railroad.

The Willit’s Farm Map (1899) shows SH 22 as County Road 118. A topographical map from 1938 shows the route 
designated as SH 128 before it was renamed SH 22 (USGS, 1938).  These historical maps show a different 
alignment than the current route with a spur heading north and across the South Platte River.  According to Matthew 
Salek, SH 22 entered the State Highway system between 1937 and 1947.  Improvements such as surface gravel 
were evident on a 1944 map (USGS, 1944) and paving after 1963 (Salek).  The current alignment of SH 22  no 
longer includes the spur portion of the highway (currently labeled Henderson Road on Google Maps and OTIS 
maps). 

Homestead and settlement records showed that the area around this highway was not settled before 1870 and only 
one patent was filed in the area, the rest was Union Pacific Railroad land (GLO records, BLM website). The town of 
Henderson is a minor agricultural community south of Brighton.  Rancher Jack Henderson first settled the area in 
1858 and grazed cattle on the natural grasses to supply meat to the mining camps.  Henderson Island, which was 
later named the town of Henderson, was the location of much of his grazing.  The town of Henderson was settled 
with a post office in 1894 (Elliot 1999). 

In addition to cattle ranching, Henderson became an agricultural community and a supply and shipping center with 
the help of the Denver Pacific Railroad, (later Union Pacific) which came to the area in the 1880s.  Large irrigation 
systems, such as the Burlington Ditch and Fulton Ditch, provided water to the farmers to produce cabbage, tomatoes 
and celery to the urban markets. These farms were called “truck farms,” because their produce was transported to 
the urban areas via trucks.  This area saw an increase in sugar beet production before World War I, and brought 
many new farmers to the area.  The Depression and failure of many farms during the drought years of the Dust Bowl 
impacted growth, but this area, with irrigation systems and New Deal programs, remained relatively stable and 
productive.  Post-World War II crop production was dependent on the growth of other cash crops and a move away 
from sugar beet production. Since the 1980s there has been increasing residential and business development in the 
area (Wagner 2002).  A review of sources did not reveal that this route represents important road engineering 
achievements, an important road type or subtype identified in the MPS, or that served to provide an important 
connections to markets or facilitated development related to agriculture.

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 22

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 22

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 22 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.

Criterion A
As an Engineered Route, SH 22 does not possess significance under Criterion A. Research failed to indicate this 
highway has a direct association with a historical theme important in Colorado history, or that it represents an early 
or prominent road construction project of the Colorado Highway Department (CHD), or the connections it provides 
from any subsequent highway improvements.  The individual contribution of the highway is not distinguishable from 
the larger highway system and patterns of development, and the community of Henderson is not noted to be a 
significant farm to market community. Although the area this highway serves is associated with agriculture, there is 
no evidence that this highway was significant to the local or regional agricultural commercial operations, practices, 
or advancements in agriculture during the 20th century. As such, the highway does not possess significance under 
Criterion A.

Criterion B 
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.  

Criterion C
As a representative example, a state highway that exhibits physical features indicative of an important type or 
subtype identified in the MPS reflecting its original design or an important variation may possess significance.   A 
state highway may also possess significance for particularly important engineering achievements.  

SH 22 is not considered to be an early or prominent project of the CHD.  Research and literature review yielded no 
evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering design or construction techniques that serve to 
distinguish this highway from other roads and does not appear to exhibit important engineering innovations or 
important later modifications.  The highway’s design and construction appear to fall within the established standard 
practices of state highway design and construction of the time and the highway does not possess significance 
under Criterion C. 

Criterion D 
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 22
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 23

Highway Location:

Counties: Phillips, Sedgwick
Length (Miles): 17.541

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

No Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms for previously recorded segments of this highway were identified in 
Compass.   

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

023A From U.S. 385-D north of Holyoke northeast To the Nebraska State Line at (CO Rd 63.2)

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

None No previously recorded 
segments are found on or 
adjacent to this highway

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 23

Historical Data:

SH 23 begins north of Holyoke, in Phillips County, at the junction of U.S. Highway (US) 385 and travels northeast to 
the Nebraska-Colorado border, connecting to NE 23.  The length of the entire route is 17.51 miles.

SH 23 was originally designated SH 176 in the early 1930s.  One 1927 historic travel map shows the route paralleling 
the Chicago, Quincy and Burlington Railroad.  However, after 1927 it did not appear on travel maps until 1936 when it 
was designated as SH 176.  It remained in the state highway system until about 1954 when it was designated a 
Phillips County road.  It reappeared on state highway maps in 1956 and 1959 as SH 23, however it was not included 
on state highway maps between 1960 and 1967. It appeared again in 1968 when it was designated SH 176.  The 
route remained designated as SH 176 until 1989 when the number was again changed to SH 23 to avoid confusion 
with Interstate 76, which also travels through the area (Salek).

Northeastern Colorado is within the physiographic province of the Great Plains, and more specifically, the area 
known as the High Plains. The terrain is relatively flat, with gentle hills and shallow waterways, and the climate is 
semiarid, with low levels of moisture. There are few trees and the region is known for weather extremes. The South 
Platte River and its tributaries is the primary source of water and the lifeline for communities in northeastern 
Colorado. The river has guided travelers for millennia, starting with trails used by Native Americans, trappers, and 
explorers. Beginning in 1858, after the discovery of gold at the confluence of Cherry Creek and the South Platte 
River--today’s Denver--the South Platte River Trail guided the majority of travelers to the gold camps and support 
towns. The trail began at the confluence of the North Platte and South Platte in North Platte, Nebraska, as a branch 
of the Overland or Oregon Trail. The transcontinental railroad also followed the river in 1881 when the Union Pacific 
Railroad built its branch line to Denver. After 1910, with the establishment of the Colorado Highway Commission, the 
river dictated the paths of the region’s first major highways and bridges for river crossings.

Prior to the homestead era and the arrival of the railroad, the South Platte River valley was prime pastureland and 
ranchers took full advantage of the ability to run cattle freely for grazing. John Wesley Iliff and others amassed huge 
herds near the river in the 1860s and 1870s, buying key parcels and leasing state and federal lands in northeastern 
Colorado. The cattle were trailed to railheads in Cheyenne or Denver before 1881. After 1881, the railroad towns of 
Brush, Iliff, Sterling, and Julesburg became busy freight shipping points. Farmers formed cooperatives to build major 
irrigation systems based on priority water rights from the South Platte. Greeley was one center of activity where 
irrigation canals and storage reservoirs significantly increased the acreage for agriculture. Prior to these systems, 
crop raising was limited to fields in river and creek bottoms but irrigation made it possible for farmers to plant crops in 
fields on higher benches further from the river. Fifty miles east of Greeley, Fort Morgan became the center of several 
irrigation systems that radiated to outlying farms and ranches, as did Sterling, another forty miles downstream 
(Wyckoff 1999: 164).

The region has always had a relatively sparse population. Larger towns such as Greeley, Fort Morgan and Sterling 
settled on the river, connected to the smaller towns of Ovid, Sedgwick, Crook, Iliff, Atwood, and Merino. Major 
irrigated crops included corn and feed crops for animals. Sugar beets became a prominent crop after 1910 in Weld, 
Morgan, and Logan counties. The Great Western Sugar Company built ten processing factories in the South Platte 
River valley at Loveland, Greeley, Eaton, Fort Collins, Windsor, Longmont, Sterling, Brush, Fort Morgan, and Ovid. 
The raising and processing of sugar beets also brought large numbers of field workers from other countries to the 
region, including Germans from Russia, Japanese, and Mexicans. While irrigated farming is possible near the river 
and in fields that have water rights to the underground Ogallala aquifer, dryland farming supported farms and ranches 
north of the river near the small communities of Peetz, Stoneham, Briggsdale and Keota. Major dryland crops include 
winter wheat, sorghum, milo, alfalfa, and field peas (Webb 1931: 373).

SH 23 connects the town of Holyoke to Nebraska.  Holyoke, established in 1888 along the Chicago, Burlington & 
Quincy Railroad line, is the county seat of Phillips County.  Holyoke sits at the junction of busier transportation 
corridors such as US 6 and US 385.  The entire alignment of SH 23 parallels the railroad from Holyoke to Nebraska 
and provides a northeastern connection from US 385 to Nebraska.  

SH 23 is one of several rural regional connector roads providing access to busier routes that extended across the 
eastern plains.  State highways, farm-to-market roads, and small local connector roads served to link more remote 
areas with the major regional transportation corridors, towns, and cities.  Research and review of historic mapping 
does not indicate that this highway provided an important and direct link to destinations related to historic themes 
such as industry, agriculture, or commerce within the greater context of eastern Colorado.  
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 23

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)

Mead & Hunt, Inc./Dill Historians LLC State Highway (SH) 23 - Page 3

*Information based on data from Compass provided by OAHP



Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 23

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 23

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 23 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A
As an Engineered Route, SH 23 does not possess significance under Criterion A.  SH 23 was one of several 
connector routes on the eastern plains that connected to more prominent east-west routes; it was the east-west 
routes that provided the direct link to major commercial centers located to the west.  Some of the other north-south 
highways in the region included SH 385 and US Highway 6.  State highways, farm-to-market roads, and small local 
connector roads like SH 23 typically served to link more remote areas with the major regional transportation 
corridors, towns, and cities but research and review of historic mapping indicates this highway had no important 
association to historic themes within the state and region nor did it provide direct access to destinations associated 
with important trends or events.  In addition, research failed to show it represents an early or prominent road 
construction project of the Colorado Highway Department (CHD), or the connections it provides from any 
subsequent highway improvements.  As such, the highway does not possess significance under Criterion A.   

Criterion B 
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.  

Criterion C
This highway is not considered to be an early or prominent project of the CHD.  Research and literature review 
yielded no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering design or construction techniques 
that serve to distinguish this highway from other roads and does not appear to exhibit important engineering 
innovations or important later modifications.  The highway’s design and construction appear to fall within the 
established standard practices of state highway design and construction of the time and the highway does not 
possess significance under Criterion C.  

Criterion D 
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 23
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: U.S. Highway (US) 24

Highway Location:

Counties: Chaffee, Eagle, Elbert, El Paso, Kit Carson, Lake, Park, Teller
Length (Miles): 277.319

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

024A From I 70-A and U.S. 6-E north of Minturn southeast via Tennessee Pass, Leadville, Buena 
Vista, Wilkerson Pass To I 25-A in Colorado Springs at Cimarron St

024B From I 70-A CO Rd 12 on Frontage Road west of Siebert east To SH 57-A and U.S. 24C in 
Stratton

024C From  SH 57-A east of Stratton east End U.S. 24B To  U.S. 385-C in Burlington

024D From U.S. 385C at 8th Street in Burlington East and Northeast to the I-70 Frontage Road

024E From Manitou Springs Business Route - U.S. 24-A west of Manitou Spgs east To U.S. 24-A at 
31st St in Colorado Springs

024F From Limon Spur Connection - From U.S. 24-A and U.S. 40-G west of Limon north To North 
Side Ramps at I 70-A northwest of Limon

024G From I 25-A in Colorado Springs northeast To I 70-A and U.S. 40 H east of Limon

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

5AL.304 No assessment given on 
form

6/14/1976 PIKE'S ROUTE

5CF.159 Officially not eligible>Field 
not eligible

05/14/2002>2001 TROUT CREEK PASS - PAVED ROAD

5EA.2889.1 Does not support eligibility of 
entire linear resource>Does 
not support eligibility of 
entire linear resource

09/19/2011>06/15/2011 US HIGHWAY 24 SEGMENT

5EP.2727 106 - Officially eligible>Field 
eligible

02/24/1999>07/09/1997 US GRANT ROAD, PIKES PEAK 
CARRIAGE ROAD

5EP.2727.4 106 - Officially eligible>Field 
eligible

02/24/1999>07/09/1997 US GRANT ROAD, PIKES PEAK 
CARRIAGE ROAD

5EP.366 Field eligible>106 - Officially 
eligible>Field eligible>Field 
eligible

07/09/1997>05/22/1998>
11/21/1996>10/1982

PIKES PEAK TOLL ROAD, PIKES PEAK 
HIGHWAY

5EP.3939.1 Officially not eligible>Field 
not eligible

03/09/2001>12/12/2000 GOLDEN BELT ROUTE HIGHWAY 
SEGMENT

5EP.3939.8 Field eligible 6/12/2002 GOLDEN BELT ROUTE, PIKES PEAK 
OCEAN TO OCEAN HIGHWAY, 
NATIONAL WHITE WAY, COLORADO 
STATE HIGHWAY 50

5EP.4118.1 Field eligible 1/31/2002 US HIGHWAY 24 - SEGMENT

5EP.4118.2 106 - Officially eligible>Field 
eligible

02/18/2008>01/17/2008 STATE HIGHWAY 24 (SEGMENT), US 
HIGHWAY 24

5EP.4118.3 106 - Officially eligible>Field 
eligible

10/29/2008>10/13/2008 STATE HIGHWAY 24 - SEGMENT

5EP.4118.4 Supports eligibility of entire 
linear resource>Field 
eligible>Field Assess.: Non-
contributing to District

02/03/2012>01/26/2012>
01/26/2012

STATE HIGHWAY 24 - SEGMENT

Mead & Hunt, Inc./Dill Historians LLC U.S. Highway (US) 24 - Page 1

*Information based on data from Compass provided by OAHP



Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: U.S. Highway (US) 24

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

Previous Colorado Cultural Resource Inventory forms (forms) include 5EP.4118.1, 5PA.2004.1, and 5TL.3031.1 
prepared for Highways to the Sky. Forms for 5EP4118.1 and 5PA.2004.1 could not be accessed on Compass and the 
form for 5TL.3031.1 is missing.  Other previously recorded segments that included supporting eligibility of the overall 
highway include 5CF.2931.1, and 5EP.4118.3.  The form for 5EA.2889.1 provided good information about US 24 in 
Eagle County to Minturn.

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

5GF.2362.2 Supports eligibility of entire 
linear resource>Field eligible

05/15/2012>09/09/2011 HIGHWAY 6 & 24 - SEGMENT

5PA.2004.1 Field eligible 1/31/2002 US HIGHWAY 24 - SEGMENT

5PA.391 Officially not eligible>Field 
not eligible

05/14/2002>2001 TROUT CREEK PASS

5TL.3031.1 Field eligible 1/31/2002 US HIGHWAY 24 - SEGMENT

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

5EP.332 Listed on National Register

5EP.334 Listed on National Register

5EP.530 Listed on National Register

5LK.40 Listed on National Register

5PA.742 Listed on the State Register
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: U.S. Highway (US) 24

Historical Data:

Colorado Cultural Resource Inventory forms for previously recorded segments of this highway were reviewed for 
historical background information (see OAHP Site Numbers above).  In addition, a historical summary of this highway 
is included in Highways to the Sky.  This information was used to complete the statement of significance.  No 
changes are recommended for the historical summary in Highways to the Sky.  

See Colorado Cultural Resource Inventory forms and Chapter 11 of Highways to the Sky for additional historical 
information on this highway.  Below is a brief description of the highway.

The route extends from near Minturn, traveling over Tennessee Pass to Leadville, and then south to Salida, where it 
joins US 285 from Buena Vista over Trout Creek Pass to Antero Junction.  US 24 leaves US 285 at Antero Junction 
and travels through Hartsel, Divide, and Woodland Park to Manitou Springs then on to Colorado Springs.  From 
Colorado Springs it travels east to Limon and joins Interstate (I)-70 to Burlington.  At Burlington, US 24 ends just east 
at milepost 457 where it connects with I-70 and leaves Colorado.  

The highway includes two bridges listed in the National Registerof Historic Places: Fountain Creek Bridge (OAHP 
Site ID 5EP.395) near Manitou Springs and Red Cliff Bridge (OAHP Site ID 5EA.636) over the Eagle River at Red 
Cliff. 

During the 1930s and 1940s, using Works Progress Administration funds and Civilian Conservation Corps labor 
crews constructed the rest stop at Wilkerson Pass and retaining walls near Manitou Springs (Associated Cultural 
Resource Experts 2002: 11-81 through 83).

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: U.S. Highway (US) 24

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: U.S. Highway (US) 24

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

US 24 is classified as a Cultural Route and an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.

Criterion A
As a Cultural Route, US 24 possesses significance under Criterion A in the area of Transportation at the local level 
for its role as a travel route for native peoples through South Park over Ute Pass into Manitou Springs.  The route 
was developed and used during the pre-Territorial period and continued to be used during the late nineteenth and 
early twentieth century. 

As an Engineered Route, US 24 possesses significance under Criterion A under Entertainment/Recreation for its 
association with the development of tourism in Colorado during the automobile age at the state level.  With the 
introduction of the automobile, the highway became an early important and recognized tourist route to reach resort 
towns of near Pikes Peak.  US 24 is also significant in the area of Transportation for its association with an 
important transcontinental highway and a prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (CHD) at the 
state level of significance.  The CHD expended over $11.5 million between 1931 and 1941 to improve the highway 
and expand the highway over Ute Pass.  Nationally, the route was known as the Pikes Peak Ocean to Ocean 
Highway, which traveled back roads from New York to Los Angeles.  US 24 carried the Pikes Peak Ocean to 
Ocean Highway through Colorado.  Its role as a national named highway and the resulting promotion and 
boosterism made US 24 an important route that served as a popular tourist route across Colorado from the 1910s 
through the 1940s.  The highway is also significant in the area of Politics/Government at the state level for its 
association with the Depression-era federal relief programs.  During the 1930s and 1940s US 24 was improved 
with the use of Works Progress Administration (WPA) funding and Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) labor, an 
important theme in state history.

Criterion C
US 24 possesses significance under Criterion C in the area of Engineering at the state level as a prominent project 
of the CHD due to the size and scale of improvements.  From 1931-1941 over $11.5 million in improvements were 
spent on improving the entire highway.  This work also involved the innovative engineering solution of expanding 
the highway through Ute Pass.  Work during this period included the use of WPA funding and CCC labor.  As such, 
these improvements may also reflect design and construction features and the workmanship of the CCC in road-
related features like retaining walls and rest stops, such as at Wilkerson Pass.

Criterion B and D
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.  For a property to possess significance for information potential, the 
information yielded by the property must answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise 
answered.  The technology of highway construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is 
unlikely to yield important information that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, 

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: U.S. Highway (US) 24

this highway does not possess significance under Criterion D.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: U.S. Highway (US) 24
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 26

Highway Location:

Counties: Denver
Length (Miles): 2.924

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

No Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms for previously recorded segments of this highway were identified in 
Compass.    

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

026B From SH 95A Denver/Jefferson County Line at (Sheridan Blvd) East along Alameda Ave To the 
East of the I-25 Interchange at Santa Fe Drive and Alameda Ave

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

None No previously recorded 
segments are found on or 
adjacent to this highway

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 26

Historical Data:

SH 26 is entirely located in Denver County and runs 2.97 miles from MM 11.17 at Alameda Avenue and Sheridan 
Boulevard west as Alameda Avenue to MM 14.14 at the intersection of Alameda and Kalamath Street. 

Prior to its 1966 designation as SH 26, Alameda Avenue had a long history as a city street that connected South 
Denver across the Platte River. The segment of Alameda that would become SH 26 is evident on maps as early as 
1883 as a four-block stretch from what is now Lipan St. to Raritan St. As the city grew, with early streetcar suburbs 
lining the north side of the road, Alameda Avenue extended to the west, becoming a named street from Kalamath St. 
to Sheridan St. by about 1901. Beyond Denver in Jefferson County, the Works Progress Administration widened and 
surfaced an 11-mile stretch of Alameda in the 1930s (Autobee and Dobson-Brown 2003:E-34), although the segment 
that is today designated as SH 26 was not included in the WPA work, which occurred well before the highway was 
designated.  

The segment of Alameda from Zuni St. west to Sheridan Boulevard served as the Denver-Arapahoe county line until 
1943, when the City of Denver annexed the Mountain View Subdivision, which extended west from Zuni St. to 
Federal Blvd. In 1947, the annexation of Westwood, a large platted subdivision south of Alameda between Federal 
and Sheridan, signaled Denver’s growth to the south of Alameda Avenue. 

SH 26 was designated in 1966, at a time when the growth of post-World War II suburbs in west Denver had reached 
its peak and was stabilizing. The designation initially included a much longer stretch of highway: 14.10 miles from 
Interstate (I)-25 at Alameda west into Jefferson County and the interchange of I-70/U.S. Highway (US) 40. In 1986, 
the three-mile segment from Sheridan west to Kipling was relinquished to the city of Lakewood, and in 2001 the 
remainder of the highway west of Kipling was relinquished to Jefferson County, leaving this almost-three-mile stretch 
in Denver as the only part of Alameda Avenue designated as a state highway.

Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway System, Colorado State 
Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, plans in the Online 
Transportation Information System (OTIS) and site forms for previously surveyed resources in Compass when 
available.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 26

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.

Mead & Hunt, Inc./Dill Historians LLC State Highway (SH) 26 - Page 3

*Information based on data from Compass provided by OAHP



Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 26

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 26 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.

Criterion A
As an Engineered Route, SH 26 possesses significance under Criterion A.  The highway is an early road project of 
the Colorado Highway Department (CHD) connecting suburbs on the south side of Denver. As such, SH 26 
possesses significance under Criterion A in the area of Transportation and Community Planning and Development 
at the local level. Although Works Progress Administration activities did take place farther west on Alameda 
Avenue, the segment of the street related to these activities has never been part of the stretch of Alameda that is 
concurrent with current SH 26. Therefore the highway does not possess significance under Criterion A in the area 
of Politics/Government. 

Criterion B
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.  

Criterion C
The historical significance of this highway was evaluated applying the registration requirements outlined in the 
MPS, which explains how a state highway would possess significance under Criterion C.  As a representative 
example, a state highway that exhibits physical features indicative of an important type or subtype identified in the 
MPS reflecting its original design or important variation may possess significance.   A state highway may also 
possess significance for particularly important engineering achievements.  

SH 26 is not considered to be an early or prominent project of the CHD.  Research and literature review yielded no 
evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering design or construction techniques that serve to 
distinguish this highway from other roads and does not appear to exhibit important engineering innovations or 
important later modifications.  The highway’s design and construction appear to fall within the established standard 
practices of state highway design and construction of the time and the highway does not possess significance 
under Criterion C. 

Criterion D 
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 26

026.jpg
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 30

Highway Location:

Counties: Arapahoe, Denver
Length (Miles): 20.244

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

No Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms for previously recorded segments of this highway were identified in 
Compass.    

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

030A From I 25-A and U.S. 285-D EAST SLIP RAMPS in Denver east via Hampden Ave , north via 
Havana St, east via 6th Ave, and South via Piccadily Rd To Quincy Ave RD E AND W (QUINCY 
AVE)  RD S (GUN CLUB RD)  END SH 30

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

None No previously recorded 
segments are found on or 
adjacent to this highway

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

5DV.840 High Line Canal 106 - Officially eligible
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 30

Historical Data:

SH 30 is a U-shaped highway, approximately 20 miles in length, on the east side of the Denver metro area. The 
highway connects U.S. Highway (US) 285 (Hampden Avenue) on the east side of Interstate (I)-25 to Havana Street, 
where it continues north to East 6th Avenue, then east along 6th Avenue to Picadilly Road on the eastern edge of 
Buckley Air Force Base. The highway continues to the south beyond the air force base where it terminates at the 
intersection of East Quincy Avenue and South Gun Club Road just east of E-470.  

Part of SH 30 was originally designated SH 70, one of the original highways of the state highway system. SH 70 
started at Santa Fe Drive and headed west past Fort Logan on Hampden Avenue (US 285) to SH 8 at Morrison. In 
1939, the state highway map showed that SH 70 had been lengthened. Morrison was still the western terminus, but 
the road continued east past Santa Fe Drive to Kenwood Dam (precursor to Cherry Creek Reservoir) where it 
connected with SH 83 (Parker Road). SH 70 then extended north on Yosemite between SH 83 and US 6. In 1949, 
the highway moved to the west to Havana Street north of 6th Avenue, and the section north of Smith Blvd was 
removed from the state highway designation within the Rocky Mountain Arsenal. In 1950, Cherry Creek Dam 
replaced Kenwood Dam. In 1954, the road experienced several more changes. The western terminus became 
Sheridan (SH 95) and on the east, the highway stopped at the intersection of Hampden and Havana, and then 
started again at SH 83 north of Cherry Creek Dam. In 1955, with the construction of Havana Street, the connection to 
SH 83 was restored and SH 70 occupied Havana between Colfax and SH 83. In 1969, because of confusion with 
I-70, SH 70 was renumbered US 285. On the 1979 state highway map, the 20-mile-route became SH 30.

When SH 30 became a state highway in 1955, it began at East Sixth Avenue and Havana Street (SH 70). It  headed 
east along East 6th Avenue to Buckley Air Force Base, where it headed to the south and terminated at Airline Road. 
It was concurrent with the city streets of Hampden, 6th Ave., Havana, and Gun Club Road in Denver and Aurora, and 
was also known as the Hampden-Havana expressway. The highway provided access to the military bases that were 
built prior to and during World War II, as well as post-war residential development of Aurora and the area around 
Cherry Creek Reservoir. As noted previously, the highway assumed its current configuration in 1979 when the portion 
that used to be SH 70/US 285 was added to the 1955 configuration of SH 30. 

Havana Street at Hampden Avenue is not present in USGS topo maps from 1941 and 1948, but is on the 1957 
USGS topo map in its current location on the northwest edge of Cherry Creek Reservoir. SH30 curves from 
Hampden Avenue to follow Havana to the north, and connects 6th Avenue between the former Lowry Air Force Base 
(AFB) (west of Havana) and Buckley AFB (east of Havana). 

The route has been reconfigured several times since 1955. It initially connected Colfax (US 40) to Parker Road SH83 
along Havana and ended at Quincy Avenue (1955 State travel map). It was paved by 1956. In 1960 it was extended 
along Gun Club Road to Smoky Hill Road, where it was still a gravel road. By 1966, the south end was moved back 
to Quincy Avenue, then called Airline Avenue (Salek).  In 1970 the highway was extended to include the Hampden 
freeway on either side of I-25 and up Havana to Colfax (US 40). By 1979, US 285 terminated on the west side of I-25 
and SH 30 picked up the portion east of I 25 along Hampden and Havana (Salek)

Lowry AFB was established on Quebec Street and 6th Avenue at the location of a former tuberculosis sanitarium in 
1937, and named for World War I soldier Francis B. Lowry, the only aviator from Denver to die in World War I. It 
became the center of air force operations in the region with 600 buildings on the post by 1942 and a 64,000 acre tract 
20 miles to the southeast used as a bombing range. In the same year, the War Department built Buckley Field seven 
miles east of Lowry. Pilots used Buckley as an auxiliary field in their training operations between Lowry and the 
bombing range. The facility also provided more specialized training in maintaining and calibrating aircraft weapons, 
as well as basic training and serving as a convalescent center. Along with Fitzsimmons Army Hospital (at Colfax and 
Peoria, established during World War I), these three military installations drove residential development and created 
jobs and businesses in northeast Denver and Aurora during and after World War II (Leonard and Noel 1990: 
220-221; Simmons et al 2011: Section E., pp 27-28). 

Lowry AFB closed by 2006 and has been redeveloped into a mixed use neighborhood, but Buckley AFB is still in use 
and is headquarters for the Colorado Air National Guard as well as other active military units. The highway provides 
access to the northern and eastern edges of Buckley Air Force Base, along 6th Avenue and Picadilly Road. 

A review of sources indicates that prior to its state highway designation, the eastern part of SH 30 along East Sixth 
Avenue connected Lowry and Buckley military bases during and after World War II. More research should be done to 
determine the origin of the highway designation and the connection between SH 30 and any earlier roads that served 
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 30

the military bases. The route does possess significance prior to its designation as a state highway, and after its 
designation as part of the post-World War II growth and development of the eastern side of the Denver metro area.

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 30

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 30

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 30 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS. 

Criterion A
As an Engineered Route, SH 30 possesses significance at the local level under Criterion A associated with the 
growth of the Denver metropolitan area after World War II due to its role in providing access to the U.S. military 
presence in Colorado at the local level. SH 30 includes segments of city streets (Hampden Avenue, Havana Street, 
6th Avenue, and Gun Club Road) located within Denver and Aurora that are integral to the larger community street 
systems and patterns of development in the metropolitan area. The state highway is located between Lowry Air 
Force Base (AFB) and Buckley AFB, founded in 1938 and 1942, respectively. The state highway was designated in 
1955, after these bases were built. As such, the state highway designation is not directly associated with the 
establishment of these military installations, but the earlier history of the roads that comprised the highway, prior to 
designation, should be researched further to determine the role these roads had in the operation of the bases 
under the area of Military. SH 30 is associated with the growth of Aurora and the eastern side of the Denver 
metropolitan area after World War II.  For these reasons, the highway possesses significance under Criterion A in 
the areas of Transportation and Community Planning and Development at the local level. 

Criterion B 
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.  

Criterion C
As a representative example, a state highway that exhibits physical features indicative of an important type or 
subtype identified in the MPS reflecting its original design or important variation may possess significance.   A state 
highway may also possess significance for particularly important engineering achievements.  

State Highway 30 is not considered to be an early or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department.  
Research and literature review yielded no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering 
design or construction techniques that serve to distinguish this highway from other roads and does not appear to 
exhibit important engineering innovations or important later modifications.  The highway’s design and construction 
appear to fall within the established standard practices of state highway design and construction of the time and the 
highway does not possess significance under Criterion C. 

Criterion D 
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 30

significance under Criterion D.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 30

030.jpg
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: U.S. Highway (US) 34

Highway Location:

Counties: Grand, Larimer, Morgan, Washington, Weld, Yuma
Length (Miles): 269.375

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms (forms) for previously recorded segments of this highway listed above 
and available in Compass were reviewed:

Trail Ridge Road (5GA.307/5LR.502) was listed on the National Register of Historic Places (National Register) in 1984 
for its national significance for engineering and its role in developing highways in the National Parks.
Fall River Road (5LR.885) was listed on the National Register in 1987.  It is significant for its role in transportation in 
the National Park.
5LR.1338.1 is the Elkhorn Road segment (34C) in the town of Estes Park.  The segment is considered supporting of 
the overall linear resource (US 34) and significant under Criterion A for transportation and tourism in Estes Park.
5YM.262.1 is a segment of US 34 near Yuma. It was surveyed in 2006.  Even though the whole highway was not 
surveyed, it was assumed to be eligible to the National Register for the purposes of Section 106, and the segment 
supported the overall eligibility of the highway for its role in the expansion of national highway system in Colorado.  
5LR.9533 is a bridge over the Big Thompson River, 2 miles west of Loveland.  The bridge is listed on the National 
Register.  The background information on the site form was very helpful about the construction of the segment of US 
34 along the Big Thompson River.

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

034A From U.S. 40-A west of Granby north via Grand Lake and east via Trail Ridge Rd, Estes Park, 
Loveland , and Greeley To a Fly Over Direct Connection with U.S. 034A/I 76A Northeast of 
Wiggins

034B From East of I-76 at county road 14 west of Fort Morgan east via Fort Morgan, Brush, Akron, 
and Wray To Nebraska State Line

034C From U.S. 34-A west of Estes Park east  at Elkhorn Ave Estes Park Business Route To U.S. 
34-A and U.S. 36-B east of Estes Park

034D From Direct Connection Flyover from east bound U.S. 34-A west of Greeley east and south To 
U.S. 34-A Southeast of Greeley

034E Brush Spur Connection - From U.S. 34-B east of Brush northeast to I 70-A and U.S. 6-J 
northeast of Brush

034Z From U.S. 34-D (10th Av) and 10th St north via 10th Ave and west at Greeley Business Route 
To U.S. 34-D

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

5GA.307 Listed on National 
Register>Multiple Resource 
Component

11/14/1984> TRAIL RIDGE ROAD

5LR.13318.1 ELKHORN AVE.

5LR.502 Listed on National 
Register>Multiple Resource 
Component

11/14/1984>01/29/1988 TRAIL RIDGE ROAD

5LR.885 Listed on National 
Register>Multiple Resource 
Component

07/20/1987> FALL RIVER ROAD

5YM.262.1 106 - Officially eligible>Field 
eligible

09/26/2006>09/08/2006 HIGHWAY 34 (SEGMENT), U.S. 
HIGHWAY 34
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: U.S. Highway (US) 34

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

5GA.1750 Grand Lake Lodge Listed on National Register

5GA.299 Listed on National Register

5GA.299 Hozwarth Cabins Listed on National Register

5LR.1184 Fall River Entrance, Rocky Mountain National Park Listed - National Register

5LR.487 Utility Area Historic District, Rocky Mountain National Park, 
Tortilla Flats, Poverty Flats

Listed - National Register

5LR.9700 Eligible-Field

5WL.846 Bolker Subdivision, Greeley Eligible - Officially

5WN.85 Otis Commercial District, Washington County Listed - State Register
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: U.S. Highway (US) 34

Historical Data:

US 34 crosses the eastern plains counties of Yuma, Weld, Washington, and Morgan and enters into the central 
mountains of Larimer and Grand counties.  The entire route is 269.375 miles long. There are different sections of US 
34.  34A begins in Granby in Grand County, at the junction of US 40. The route travels north and northeast over the 
high mountain passes along Trail Ridge Road into Rocky Mountain National Park and the town of Estes Park. It 
travels east, through the Big Thompson Canyon to north of the town of Loveland and continues east through Greeley 
and then southeast to a junction with Interstate (I)-76, near Wiggins in Morgan County.  There is a gap along I-76 for 
US 34, and 34B begins just west of Fort Morgan and continues east and southeast through Akron, Otis and Yuma to 
the Colorado and Nebraska border.  34C is a spur that extends along Elkhorn Road in Estes Park as a business loop 
in the town of Estes Park. This spur is 1.69 miles long. 34D is a segment of the business loop around Greeley. This 
segment is 14.7 miles. 34E is a short, .96 mile spur at Brush connecting to I-76.  Finally, 34Z is a short spur in 
Greeley that is a business loop in downtown between 23rd Avenue and 10th Avenue.

In 1913, the Colorado Highway commission established State Primary Road No. 51 that extended across Larimer 
and Grand counties.  In 1922, when Colorado entered the Federal Highway system, the route was designated State 
Primary Road No. 46 (5LR.9533). The segment of the route from Granby to Estes Park to Greeley (34A) was 
designated on state travel maps as State Highway (SH) 16 by 1924.  The western portion of the route from Granby 
through Rocky Mountain National Park to Estes Park was first built as Fall River Road beginning in 1913.  The 
segment from Estes to Fall River Pass was complete by 1917. The western portion to Grand Lake was not complete 
until 1920 (5GA.1750). The steep, narrow road at times had a 15% grade (5LR.885). The route was the only 
automobile access into the national park and over the Continental Divide at Fall River Pass to Grand Lake until the 
building of Trail Ridge Road in 1932. Portions of Fall River Road west of Fall River Pass were incorporated into Trail 
Ridge Road and later US 34. The construction of Trail Ridge Road began in 1927 and finished in 1932.  The Bureau 
of Public Roads  oversaw and provided the funds for the construction of the improved road in the national park.  In 
November 1929, Colorado Highways quoted Horace Albright, director of the National Parks, saying Trail Ridge Road 
“will be a marvel of engineering skill and a sensation to the traveling public” (Colorado Highways, 8 Nov. 1929: 5).  
The route absorbed some portions of Fall River Road but had an easier and less steep grade of 5%. The route 
incorporated the scenic views as much as possible.  The building of Trail Ridge provided tourists more accessibility to 
the already popular destination of Rocky Mountain National Park.  

Early travel into the Estes Park Valley from the east by wagon was difficult due to a narrow canyon gorge called the 
Narrows along the Big Thompson River. Alternative wagon roads were used along other routes as early as 1875. The 
earliest road along the current route of US 34 from Loveland to Estes through the narrows was first commissioned by 
Larimer County Commissioners in 1903. Contractor William A. Riley used crews (including convict labor) to blast the 
rock walls in the Narrows and build a road through the canyon in 1904. The road was a single lane rough track 
without shoulders built a few feet above the river which had a few turnouts for wagons to pass one another.  The 
route often flooded, making travel impossible during high water events. Despite these conditions, stagecoaches 
started using the road to bring tourists to Estes Park, who had disembarked from the train at Loveland (Litvak, 2014: 
12).  The Colorado Highway Department improved the route in 1908. In 1919 and 1920 it was widened between 
Drake and Estes Park.  The road became part of the Federal Aid system in the 1930s and saw improvements of 
realignments, widening, grading, rechanneling the Big Thompson River of the route between Granby and Loveland, 
through the Big Thompson Canyon between 1933 until 1938 under the PWA and Federal Works Agency (PWA 6001-
B; AWP- 6010; and Fall River Road No. 1).  Most of the route in Rocky Mountain National Park through to the Big 
Thompson Canyon was paved by 1936, the final portion north of Granby was paved by 1947 (Salek). 

The segment of US 34C (Elkhorn Avenue) was an early road in the late 1870s in Estes Park to the William James 
Ranch which later became the Elkhorn lodge, a tourist resort.  With the platting of the town of Estes Park, the route 
was designated Elkhorn Avenue and became a main thoroughfare in the town and provided access to Rocky 
Mountain National Park when it was designated in 1915.  It was incorporated into US 34 in the late 1930s 
(5LR.13318.1).  

The segment from Greeley to Fort Morgan was designated on state travel maps from 1916 to 1926 as SH 16 and 
then from 1926 as SH 38/SH 2 until 1932.  The final segment from Brush, through Akron, Otis to Yuma  to Wray was 
originally State Primary Route No. 19. In 1924 it was designated as SH 54 until 1939 when the entire route was 
designated US 34.  The segment from Brush to Yuma was paved by 1934.

The road was realigned on the eastern plains with the removal of the stair step pattern near Brush sometime between 
1927 and 1930.  Additional changes include the business routes in Estes Park in the late 1960s, Greeley in 1970, 
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Highway Name: U.S. Highway (US) 34

and the Loveland I-25 interchange in 2010.  Flooding in 1976 and again 2013 damaged a large portion of the Big 
Thompson River segment, requiring rebuilding and realignment of the route in areas (Salek).

The area that encompasses Rocky Mountain National Park was first inhabited by the Ute Indians who used the area 
for hunting and fishing.  Fur trappers in the 1820s also passed through the area, however, their presence was 
fleeting.  During the 1870s, the Powell and Hayden survey expeditions to North and Middle Park brought some of the 
first glimpses of the area to the easterners eager to settle new lands.  Early wagon roads, such as the Berthoud 
Wagon Road, built around 1864 and improved in 1874 provided the only access to the area.  Railroads did not reach 
Grand County until David Moffat’s Denver, Northwestern & Pacific Railroad entered Granby in 1909. After Moffat’s 
death in 1911, the railroad was bought by the Denver and Salt Lake, and it continued to its termination point to Craig 
in 1913.   Rail transportation to Estes Park reached as far as Loveland with stage coaches providing the 
transportation the rest of the way.

After the Utes were removed in 1880 to reservations in Utah (leaving only two small Ute reservations in the extreme 
southwest corner of Colorado), the north central mountains were first settled by prospectors and homesteaders. 
Gold, copper and silver mines were worked near Grand Lake.  The town of Grand Lake became a supply community 
for the mines. However, the mining era was over in this area by the late 1880s.  The arrival of the railroad in 1905 to 
Granby helped bring tourists to Grand Lake and the western portions of Rocky National Park.  On the eastern side of 
the National Park, the Estes Park Valley was first settled by homesteaders and ranchers.  Ranching in the Estes Park 
valley was one of the businesses, besides the tourist industry, that brought settlement and economic development to 
the valley.  The pioneer families of Estes Park used ranching for subsistence and did not have large operations.  
Many ranching operations supplemented their income by catering to tourists who rented cabins and horses while 
exploring the natural beauty of Estes and the newly formed Rocky Mountain National Park.  Although by 1885, cattle 
ranching in the valley peaked due to oversaturation, substantial herds still grazed in the valley through the early 
1900s (Pickering 1999: 23-25).  

US 34 is also associated with the theme of agriculture on the eastern plains of Colorado.  Northeastern Colorado is 
within the physiographic province of the Great Plains, and more specifically, the area known as the High Plains. The 
terrain is relatively flat, with gentle hills and shallow waterways, and the climate is semiarid, with low levels of 
moisture. There are few trees and the region is known for weather extremes. The South Platte River and its 
tributaries is the primary source of water and the lifeline for communities in northeastern Colorado. The river has 
guided travelers for millennia, starting with trails used by Native Americans, trappers, and explorers. Beginning in 
1858, after the discovery of gold at the confluence of Cherry Creek and the South Platte River--today’s Denver--the 
South Platte River Trail guided the majority of travelers to the gold camps and support towns. The trail began at the 
confluence of the North Platte and South Platte in North Platte, Nebraska, as a branch of the Overland or Oregon 
Trail. The transcontinental railroad also followed the river in 1881 when the Union Pacific built its branch line to 
Denver. After 1910, with the establishment of the Colorado Highway Commission, the river dictated the paths of the 
region’s first major highways and bridges for river crossings.  The Chicago, Burlington and Quincy Railroad, built in in 
the late 1880s, traveled west from Hastings, Nebraska and connected the plains towns of Wray, Eckley, Yuma, Otis, 
Akron, Brush, Ft. Morgan, to Denver.

Prior to the homestead era and the arrival of the railroad, the South Platte River valley was prime pastureland and 
ranchers took full advantage of the ability to run cattle freely for grazing. John Wesley Iliff and others amassed huge 
herds near the river in the 1860s and 1870s, buying key parcels and leasing state and federal lands in northeastern 
Colorado. The cattle were trailed to railheads in Cheyenne or Denver before 1881, and after 1881, the railroad towns 
of Brush, Iliff, Sterling, and Julesburg became busy freight shipping points. Farmers formed cooperatives to build 
major irrigation systems based on priority water rights from the South Platte. Greeley was one center of activity where 
irrigation canals and storage reservoirs significantly increased the acreage for agriculture. Prior to these systems, 
crop raising was limited to fields in river and creek bottoms but irrigation made it possible for farmers to plant crops in 
fields on higher benches further from the river. Fifty miles east of Greeley, Fort Morgan became the center of several 
irrigation systems that radiated to outlying farms and ranches, as did Sterling, another forty miles downstream 
(Wyckoff 1999: 164).

The region has always had a relatively sparse population. Larger towns such as Greeley, Fort Morgan and Sterling 
settled on the river, connected to the smaller towns of Ovid, Sedgwick, Crook, Iliff, Atwood, and Merino. Major 
irrigated crops included corn and feed crops for animals. Sugar beets became a prominent crop after 1910 in Weld, 
Morgan, and Logan counties. The Great Western Sugar Company built ten processing factories in the South Platte 
River valley at Loveland, Greeley, Eaton, Fort Collins, Windsor, Longmont, Sterling, Brush, Fort Morgan, and Ovid. 
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Highway Name: U.S. Highway (US) 34

The raising and processing of sugar beets also brought large numbers of field workers from other countries to the 
region, including Germans from Russia, Japanese, and Mexicans. While irrigated farming is possible near the river 
and in fields that have water rights to the underground Ogallala aquifer, dryland farming supported farms and ranches 
(Webb 1931: 373).  During the 1880s, railroads promoted development along their routes, selling lots and platting 
towns. The town of Otis was first settled in 1882 as a camp for workers on the Chicago, Burlington and Quincy 
Railroad.  The railroads and boosters attracted settlers with promises of good rainfall for their crops. However, most 
of the eastern plains of Colorado were quite dry and in the 1880s was period of abundant rainfall. From 1886 to 1889 
as the result of new settlement, thirteen new counties were formed: Washington, Phillips, Yuma, Sedgwick, Logan, 
Prowers, Morgan, Lincoln, Kit Carson, Cheyenne, Kiowa and Baca.  The cycle of wet and drought years, brought a 
boom and bust pattern for the eastern plains communities dependent on dryland farming (Abbot et al 1994: 174-175). 
The small agricultural towns such as Yuma and Otis relied on dryland farming for subsistence.  Major dryland crops 
include winter wheat, sorghum, milo, alfalfa, and field peas.

US 34 is associated with the development of Rocky Mountain National Park (RMNP) and Estes Park as a tourist 
resort in Larimer and Grand Counties and the tourist resort town of Grand Lake. After the establishment of RMNP in 
1915, the Department of Highways worked with local officials to improve the highways from nearby communities to 
the park. By the 1920s automobile tourism was an important part of the economy in this part of Larimer and Grand 
Counties. The improvement of roads for the purpose of tourism was successful in attracting new visitors to the region 
and provided a new industry for the communities of Granby, Grand Lake and Estes Park (Abele 1998: E-7; Grand 
Lake Lodge website).  The eastern portion of US 34 provided connectivity as a farm to market route between the 
shipping and transportation hub of Greeley and the eastern plains towns of Akron, Otis, Yuma, and Wray and 
eventually to Nebraska.  

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Highway Name: U.S. Highway (US) 34

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: U.S. Highway (US) 34

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

US 34 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  In addition, a segment of 
US 34 in Rocky Mountain National Park is classified as an Aesthetic Route.  The route has significance as an 
Aesthetic Route in the areas of Transportation and Engineering.  As an Engineered Route, the highway has 
significance in the area of transportation and tourism and the development of Rocky Mountain National Park and 
politics/government for its association with WPA projects. In addition, the eastern segment is considered a Farm-to-
Market subtype as defined in the MPS.

Criterion A
US 34 is an Aesthetic Route that climbs to the top of the Continental Divide in Rocky Mountain National Park. The 
route was designed with the intent of traveling over the high mountain pass and showcasing the large sweeping 
views from the alpine tundra. US 34 is associated with the development of Rocky Mountain National Park and the 
tourism industry of Estes Park and Grand Lake. Therefore, this portion of US 34 is considered to possess 
significance under Criterion A for Transportation and Entertainment/Recreation at the local level as an Aesthetic 
Route.  In addition, US 34 is also an Engineered Route that possesses significance in the area of Transportation at 
the state level.  It was a prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (CHD). The eastern plains 
segment was built early in the 1920s and the western portion was constructed from 1932-1939.  This segment is a 
farm-to-market route, connecting small agricultural towns to railroad shipping centers at Greeley and other hubs on 
the eastern plains.  As an Engineered Route, US 34 is also significant in the area of Politics/Government. The route 
in Big Thompson Canyon and Fall River Road was improved by WPA workers between 1933 and 1938.  Project 
plans confirmed the association.  Therefore, US 34 possesses significance under Criterion A in the areas of 
Transportation and Politics/Government at the state level as an Engineered Route.

Criterion B 
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.  

Criterion C
As an Aesthetic Route and Engineered Route, US 34 possesses significance under Criterion C in the area of 
Engineering at the state level of significance. Trail Ridge Road improved the existing Fall River Road through 
Rocky Mountain National Park for 37.9 miles to Grand Lake between 1927 and 1932.  Reaching an elevation of 
12,183 ft, the road is considered among the highest continuous highways in the United States.  The route 
showcases views of high alpine vistas as well as lower elevation pine forests. The route featured gentle grades of 
5% as opposed to Fall River Road’s 15%. In addition, the CHD improved the segment in Big Thompson Canyon to 
provide better access from the river valley and Front Range communities.  These improvements included widening 
the roadway and rechanneling the riverbed. These improvements are examples of challenging engineering in the 
mountain and river valleys, while maintaining the scenic views of the roadway.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement

Local

State

National
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Highway Name: U.S. Highway (US) 34

Criterion D 
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 35

Highway Location:

Counties: Denver
Length (Miles): 1.315

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

No Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms for previously recorded segments of this highway were identified in 
Compass.   

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

035A From the South Side Ramps at I-70 North and West to East 53rd Place

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

None No previously recorded 
segments are found on or 
adjacent to this highway

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 35

Historical Data:

SH 35 is a short section of Quebec Street that starts at the south side ramps at Interstate (I)-70 (exit 278) and 
continues north to East 53rd Place, including the interchange with I-270 and Northfield Blvd. The total distance of the 
highway is 1.315 miles, and it is located in the City and County of Denver. 

SH 35 was added to the state highway system in 1972 as a divided expressway to connect I-70 and Stapleton 
International Airport. The southern terminus was 32nd Avenue (now Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd). The highway 
included a grade separation for the Denver Rock Island Railway (abandoned) and a divided interchange at 
Smith/Sandown Roads. The airport operations moved to Denver International Airport in 1995, after which Stapleton 
was decommissioned and redeveloped as a residential neighborhood.  Salek noted that plans for SH 35 initially 
extended the highway along Quebec Street between Hampden on the south and I-76 on the north, but that duplicated 
part of the route of SH 2 in Commerce City and the plans to extend past MLKJ Blvd were never implemented. In 1995 
or 1996, the northern end point was established at 53rd place (Salek). In 2000, as the Stapleton redevelopment 
started, the southern end point was moved to I-70.  The relevant historic themes include the growth of Stapleton 
International Airport in the early 1970s. The designation of the highway occurred to separate highway from railroad 
traffic, and to direct drivers between the airport and the interstate. 

A review of sources did not reveal that this route represents important road engineering achievements, an important 
road type or subtype identified in the MPS, or that served to provide an important connections to markets or 
facilitated development related to the growth of Denver in the 1970s. 

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 35

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 35

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 35 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A
As an Engineered Route, SH 35 does not possess significance under Criterion A. Research failed to indicate this 
highway has a direct association with a historical theme important in Colorado history, or that it represents an early 
or prominent road construction project of the Colorado Highway Department, or the connections it provides inform 
any subsequent highway improvements. As such, the highway does not possess significance under Criterion A.   

Criterion B  
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.  

Criterion C
As a representative example, a state highway that exhibits physical features indicative of an important type or 
subtype identified in the MPS reflecting its original design or important variation may possess significance.   A state 
highway may also possess significance for particularly important engineering achievements.
  
This highway is not considered to be an early or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department.  
Research and literature review yielded no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering 
design or construction techniques that serve to distinguish this highway from other roads and does not appear to 
exhibit important engineering innovations or important later modifications.  The highway’s design and construction 
appear to fall within the established standard practices of state highway design and construction of the time and the 
highway does not possess significance under Criterion C.  

Criterion D 
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Highway Name: U.S. Highway (US) 36

Highway Location:

Counties: Adams, Arapahoe, Broomfield, Boulder, Larimer, Washington, Yuma
Length (Miles): 213.44

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

036A From U.S. 34A at Deer Ridge in Rocky Mtn Ntl Park East To U.S. 34C in Estes Park west of 
Bighorn Dr

036B From U.S. 34-A and U.S. 34-C in Estes Park Southeast via Lyons and Boulder To I 25-A North 
of Denver

036C From the South Side Ramps at I-70A near Milepost 292 To SH 79B in Bennett Begin U.S. 36D

036D From SH 79B in Bennett at (Adams St) east via Dyers, Last Chance, and Idalia To the Kansas 
State Line

036E From SH 093A ( Braodway ) East along Baseline Road  (Boulder Spur Connection) To the east 
side Ramps at U.S. 036A in Boulder

036Z From U.S. 36-B in Lyons west along Main St To U.S. 36-B

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

5AM.149 Field not eligible Oct-82 BOX ELDER-LIVING SPRINGS ROAD

5AM.1760.1 Officially not eligible>Field 
not eligible

10/17/2006>8/2004 U.S. HIGHWAY 36 - SEGMENT, 
DENVER-BOULDER TURNPIKE

5AM.1760.2 Field needs data 2/5/1999 DENVER/BOULDER TURNPIKE, U.S. 
HIGHWAY 36 BETWEEN DENVER AND 
BOULDER

5BF.50 Field needs data 2/5/1999 DENVER/BOULDER TURNPIKE, U.S. 
HIGHWAY 36 BETWEEN DENVER AND 
BOULDER

5BF.50 Field needs data 2/5/1999 DENVER/BOULDER TURNPIKE, U.S. 
HIGHWAY 36 BETWEEN DENVER AND 
BOULDER

5BF.50.1 Officially not 
eligible>Officially not 
eligible>Field not 
eligible>Field not eligible

10/17/2006>02/18/2003>
8/2004>12/23/2002

DENVER-BOULDER TURNPIKE, U.S. 
HIGHWAY 36

5BF.50.2 Officially not eligible>Field 
not eligible

10/17/2006>8/2004 DENVER-BOULDER TURNPIKE 
(SEGMENT)

5BF.97.1 Officially not eligible>Field 
not eligible

10/26/2004>04/14/2004 112TH AVENUE (ABANDONED 
SEGMENT)

5BL.7529 Field needs data>Officially 
not eligible

02/05/1999>10/17/2006 DENVER/BOULDER TURNPIKE, U.S. 
HIGHWAY 36 BETWEEN DENVER AND 
BOULDER

5BL.7529 Field needs data>Officially 
not eligible

02/05/1999>10/17/2006 DENVER/BOULDER TURNPIKE, U.S. 
HIGHWAY 36 BETWEEN DENVER AND 
BOULDER

5BL.7529.3 106 - Officially eligible>Field 
eligible

10/17/2006>8/2004 DENVER-BOULDER TURNPIKE 
(SEGMENT), U.S. HIGHWAY 36

5BL.7529.3 106 - Officially eligible>Field 
eligible

10/17/2006>8/2004 DENVER-BOULDER TURNPIKE 
(SEGMENT), U.S. HIGHWAY 36
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Highway Name: U.S. Highway (US) 36

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms (forms) for previously recorded segments of this highway listed above 
and available in Compass. These have been organized into three groups: Denver-Boulder Turnpike, other parts of US 
36, and other linear resources that cross US 36. 

As noted above, most of the previous site forms are for the Denver-Boulder Turnpike portion of US 36 (5AM1760, 
5BF.50, 5BL.7529, 5JF.2243). It was surveyed in 1999, 2004, and 2006 for the US 36 Environmental Impact 
Statement. There are various determinations on the forms, but in summary, the Denver-Boulder Turnpike has been 
determined to be officially eligible for the National Register of Historic Places (National Register) as part of the larger 
US 36 resource. Segments are typically considered non supporting of the overall eligibility given changes to the 
highway over time but there were some short segments determined to contribute to the overall eligibility. A full review 
of forms was not done because some are not available, but they typically did not discuss the turnpike as part of the 
rest of the highway and focused on the history of the turnpike.

5LR.10423 is the US 36 causeway on Lake Estes, in Estes Park, and it was determined to be officially eligible in 2002. 
There was no mention of the larger resource, US 36, in the site form. 5WN.116 is the Plum Bush Creek Bridge, Bridge 
No. F-22-F, which was listed in the National Register in 2002 and the site form contains helpful information on US 36 
on the eastern plains. 

5AM.149 is for a former stage road that is not coterminous with US 36. 5BL.845.1 and 5BF.97.1 are abandoned 
segments of 112th Avenue that crossed US 36 and the BNSF railroad and were closed in 1951 with the construction of 
the Denver-Boulder Turnpike. 5BL.845.1 is a segment of Left Hand Canyon wagon road that was destroyed near the 
intersection of US 36. 5JF.4508.1 is a segment of Wadsworth Boulevard determined field eligible in 2008. The site 
form was not available for review. 5JF.519.5 is a segment of the BNSF (Colorado & Southern) Railway that crosses 
US 36 near Church Ranch Boulevard and was determined officially eligible in 2011.

5LR.487 is the Rocky Mountain National Park Utility Area Historic District, including several areas in the park that are 
south of US 36. It was listed in the National Register in 1982 and re-evaluated in 2005 by the NPS. 
5BL.10330 is the Lyons Sandstone Buildings Historic District, listed in 1978. US 36 runs diagonally through the district 
and the main street of Lyons.  

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

5BL.7529.4 Officially not eligible>Field 
not eligible

10/17/2006>7/2004 DENVER-BOULDER TURNPIKE 
(SEGMENT)

5BL.845.1 Officially not eligible>Field 
not eligible

02/03/2006>01/04/2006 LEFTHAND CANYON WAGON ROAD - 
SEGMENT

5JF.2243.1 Officially not eligible>Field 
not eligible

04/27/2004>02/17/2004 DENVER-BOULDER TURNPIKE, US 
HIGHWAY 36 - SEGMENT

5JF.2243.2 Officially not eligible>Field 
not eligible

10/17/2006>7/2004 DENVER-BOULDER TURNPIKE 
(SEGMENT), US HIGHWAY 36

5JF.3751.1 Officially not eligible>Field 
not eligible

10/26/2004>04/14/2004 112TH AVENUE (ABANDONED 
SEGMENT)

5LR.10423 106 - Officially 
eligible>Contrib. to Officially 
elig. dist.>Field eligible

03/05/2002>03/05/2002>
02/06/2002

US 36 CAUSEWAY ON LAKE ESTES

5WN.116 Listed on National 
Register>Field eligible

10/15/2002>01/12/1999 PLUM BUSH CREEK BRIDGE, BRIDGE 
NO. F-22-F

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

5BL.10330 Lyons Sandstone Buildings Listed on National Register

5LR.487 Listed - National Register
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Highway Name: U.S. Highway (US) 36

Historical Data:

US 36 is divided into four primary segments and two smaller segments. The total mileage of the highway is 213 miles 
in Adams, Arapahoe, Broomfield, Boulder, Larimer, Washington, and Yuma counties. 

US 36A begins in Rocky Mountain National Park and US 34 at Deer Ridge in Rocky Mountain National Park, and 
continues through Estes Park as North St. Vrain Avenue. US 36B continues southeast of Estes Park to Lyons and 
Boulder and continues southeast to meet Interstate(I)-25 in Denver. US 36 runs coterminous with I-270 between I-25 
and I-70, and also coterminous with I-70 between mileposts 279 and 292. At milepost 292, US 36C leaves the I-70 
alignment and heads northeast through Watkins to Bennett. US 36D begins in Bennett east to Byers, and continues 
generally in an eastern/slightly southeastern direction through Last Chance, Cope, Joes, and Idalia. East of Idalia, US 
36 heads north on the same alignment as US 385 for three miles, then turns east to the Kansas line. Two short 
segments are also included in the route designation: US 36E is located in Boulder between State Highway (SH) 93 
along Baseline to US 36A in Boulder. US 36Z is located from US 36 B in Lyons along Main Street. 

The route that became US 36 on the eastern plains was on Colorado state highway maps as early as 1921, as 
Primary Route 102. It became US 36 in 1930 and was one of the national east-west routes designed for automobile 
tourism. In Colorado, the original alignment on the east side of the state has not changed much and the highway 
connects a series of small communities before crossing into Kansas. The town of Last Chance in western 
Washington County was founded in 1926 by two entrepreneurs who set up a gas station on US 36 between Brush, 
Strasburg, and Limon. The name came from their sign advertising their station as the last chance to buy gas. The 
highway was extended along US 40 to Denver in 1937 and upgraded from a dirt road to a graded highway in 1938. 
The improvements were part of Federal Aid Project 351, (despite the name and date of the project, this designation 
was not a federal work programs), and included the construction of the Plum Bush Creek Bridge, a concrete rigid 
frame span with concrete abutments, deck and curbs (Fraserdesign, 5WN.116). Salek noted that the highway was 
realigned in 1955 near Byers to turn south on Main Street before continuing west to Strasburg. In 1967 US 36 was 
extended to include the Denver Boulder Turnpike, which had recently become a free highway, and continued through 
Boulder to Estes Park. In 1976 the location of US 36 changed in Denver from Colfax to run coterminous with 
I-270/I-70, and in 1978, US 36 was extended to Deer Ridge Junction in Estes Park to meet US 34 (Salek). 

The highway was one of the first routes into Estes Park, following trails used by native people and fur traders along 
the North St. Vrain rivers, in the early 1840s and miners after 1859.  While prospectors created mining districts in 
areas around Estes Park, the valley itself did not have an active mineral belt. Estes Park prospered by mining a 
different commodity—tourists—beginning in the 1870s, when the outside world started coming to enjoy the scenery 
and recreation of the valley.  The proximity of Estes Park to the Front Range made it relatively easy for early travelers 
to visit the mountain valley, but the mountains still presented obstacles for road builders. Before automobiles, Front 
Range travelers wanting to reach Estes Park used wagon roads from Longmont and Lyons (today via SH 66), or from 
Boulder (via US 36). The first wagon road between Estes and Lyons was Alexander MacGregor’s toll road, which ran 
along the North St. Vrain River and Little Thompson River from Lyons to Estes Park through Pinewood Springs 
(today the path of US 36). Built in 1875, the toll road brought the some of the first tourists to the area in stagecoaches 
and wagons.

The creation of Rocky Mountain National Park in 1915 was an enormous draw for visitors to Estes Park and 
Colorado. Building fast and safe automobile routes to reach Rocky Mountain National Park was a challenge that 
vexed road builders for decades. The early roads were circuitous, narrow, and dangerous, but were the only options 
as the grades were too steep for railroads. Lyons capitalized on being a stopover for Estes Park and became known 
as the Double Gateway to the Rockies, because the town sat at a junction of two routes to Rocky Mountain National 
Park: SH 7, which follows the South St. Vrain, and US 36 along the North St. Vrain. The Colorado State Highway 
map of 1916 shows this same route leading into Estes Park, signed as SH 66 until the late 1960s when it became US 
36.

On the eastern plains, US 36 was a minor east-west route when compared to other more popular interstate 
automobile tourism routes such as the Lincoln Highway, Omaha-Lincoln-Denver Highway, Midland Trail, Ocean to 
Ocean, and Old Trails Highway. US 36 did not have a name associated with it (Colorado state travel map, 1919). The 
route is associated with themes of agriculture and transportation on the eastern plains. Northeastern Colorado is 
within the physiographic province of the Great Plains, and more specifically, the area known as the High Plains. The 
terrain is relatively flat, with gentle hills and shallow waterways, and the climate is semiarid, with low levels of 
moisture. There are few trees and the region is known for weather extremes. US 36 is south of the South Platte 
River, but tributaries include the Arikaree River north of US 36 and Plum Bush Creek. The farms and ranches 
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Highway Name: U.S. Highway (US) 36

surrounding Anton and Lindon rely on dryland farming for subsistence, while irrigated fields are clustered near Cope, 
Joes, and Idalia. 

The highway has two significant associations that predate the state highway’s designation as US 36 in 1967--the 
section that provides access to Rocky Mountain National Park between Lyons and Estes Park and the section that 
was the Denver - Boulder Turnpike. The route followed by US 36 is associated with the development of Estes Park 
and Rocky Mountain National Park as a tourist resort. The section between Boulder and Denver is the Colorado 
Highway Department’s first public toll road, which opened in 1952 and reverted to a free highway in 1967. It also has 
an association as an east-west connection through the eastern plains of Colorado that continues through northern 
Kansas and St. Joseph, Missouri, but this route was not as popular as the other named automobile routes due to the 
remote location. 

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Highway Name: U.S. Highway (US) 36

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Highway Name: U.S. Highway (US) 36

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

US 36 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  The highway has 
significance in the areas of Transportation and Entertainment/Recreation for its role in tourism and the development 
of Estes Park and Rocky Mountain National Park. 

Criterion A
US 36 is associated with auto tourism to Estes Park and Rocky Mountain National Park. It became designated US 
36 in 1967, but was the path of SH 66 between Boulder and Estes Park prior to this time. Between 1951 and 1967, 
the section between Boulder and Denver was the first public toll road of the Colorado Highway Department (CHD). 
Both the segment to RMNP and the turnpike are considered prominent projects of the CHD. It is has secondary 
significance as one of the east-west routes that connected Colorado to eastern states, particularly northern Kansas 
and St. Joseph, Missouri. This highway possesses significance under Criterion A in the areas of Transportation at 
the state level and Entertainment/Recreation at the local level.  

Criterion B 
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.  

Criterion C
As a representative example, a state highway that exhibits physical features indicative of an important type or 
subtype identified in the MPS reflecting its original design or important variation may possess significance.  A state 
highway may also possess significance for particularly important engineering achievements.  

Research and literature review yielded no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering 
design or construction techniques that serve to distinguish this highway from other roads and does not appear to 
exhibit important engineering innovations or important later modifications.  The highway’s design and construction 
appear to fall within the established standard practices of state highway design and construction of the time and the 
highway does not possess significance under Criterion C.  

Criterion D 
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National

Mead & Hunt, Inc./Dill Historians LLC U.S. Highway (US) 36 - Page 6

*Information based on data from Compass provided by OAHP



Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: U.S. Highway (US) 36

036.jpg

Mead & Hunt, Inc./Dill Historians LLC U.S. Highway (US) 36 - Page 7

*Information based on data from Compass provided by OAHP



Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 39

Highway Location:

Counties: Morgan
Length (Miles): 7.557

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

No Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms for previously recorded segments of this highway were identified in 
Compass.    

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

039A From U.S. 6 I and SH 52-A east of Wiggins north To SH 144 A in Goodrich

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

None No previously recorded 
segments are found on or 
adjacent to this highway

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 39

Historical Data:

SH 39 begins at the junction with SH 52 and U.S. Highway (US) 6/Interstate(I)-76 at exit 66 east of Wiggins in 
Morgan County. It travels north for 17.55 miles to SH 144 at Goodrich.

SH 39 became a state highway in 1939. By 1955 eight miles of the route from Wiggins north to the South Platte River 
was paved.  The entire segment was paved by 1957.  A segment from the South Platte River to Goodrich was 
widened in 1994, otherwise there were no alterations to the alignment. 

Northeastern Colorado is within the physiographic province of the Great Plains, and more specifically, the area 
known as the High Plains. The terrain is relatively flat, with gentle hills and shallow waterways, and the climate is 
semiarid, with low levels of moisture. There are few trees and the region is known for weather extremes. The South 
Platte River and its tributaries is the primary source of water and the lifeline for communities in northeastern 
Colorado. The river has guided travelers for millennia, starting with trails used by Native Americans, trappers, and 
explorers. Beginning in 1858, after the discovery of gold at the confluence of Cherry Creek and the South Platte 
River--today’s Denver--the South Platte River Trail guided the majority of travelers to the gold camps and support 
towns. The trail began at the confluence of the North Platte and South Platte in North Platte, Nebraska, as a branch 
of the Overland or Oregon Trail. The transcontinental railroad also followed the river in 1881 when the Union Pacific 
Railroad built its branch line to Denver. After 1910, with the establishment of the Colorado Highway Commission, the 
river dictated the paths of the region’s first major highways and bridges for river crossings.

Prior to the homestead era and the arrival of the railroad, the South Platte River valley was prime pastureland and 
ranchers took full advantage of the ability to run cattle freely for grazing. John Wesley Iliff and others amassed huge 
herds near the river in the 1860s and 1870s, buying key parcels and leasing state and federal lands in northeastern 
Colorado. The cattle were trailed to railheads in Cheyenne or Denver before 1881. After 1881, the railroad towns of 
Brush, Iliff, Sterling, and Julesburg became busy freight shipping points. Farmers formed cooperatives to build major 
irrigation systems based on priority water rights from the South Platte. Greeley was one center of activity where 
irrigation canals and storage reservoirs significantly increased the acreage for agriculture. Prior to these systems, 
crop raising was limited to fields in river and creek bottoms but irrigation made it possible for farmers to plant crops in 
fields on higher benches further from the river. Fifty miles east of Greeley, Fort Morgan became the center of several 
irrigation systems that radiated to outlying farms and ranches, as did Sterling, another forty miles downstream 
(Wyckoff 1999: 164).

The region has always had a relatively sparse population. Larger towns such as Greeley, Fort Morgan and Sterling 
settled on the river, connected to the smaller towns of Ovid, Sedgwick, Crook, Iliff, Atwood, and Merino. Major 
irrigated crops included corn and feed crops for animals. Sugar beets became a prominent crop after 1910 in Weld, 
Morgan, and Logan counties. The Great Western Sugar Company built ten processing factories in the South Platte 
River valley at Loveland, Greeley, Eaton, Fort Collins, Windsor, Longmont, Sterling, Brush, Fort Morgan, and Ovid. 
The raising and processing of sugar beets also brought large numbers of field workers from other countries to the 
region, including Germans from Russia, Japanese, and Mexicans. While irrigated farming is possible near the river 
and in fields that have water rights to the underground Ogallala aquifer, dryland farming supported farms and ranches 
north of the river near the small communities of Peetz, Stoneham, Briggsdale and Keota. Major dryland crops include 
winter wheat, sorghum, milo, alfalfa, and field peas (Webb 1931: 373).

The route connects travelers from US 6  and I-76 outside of Wiggins to Jackson State Park, just northwest of 
Goodrich.  Jackson Lake was first built in 1902 for water storage for irrigation.  It became a state park in 1962 when 
recreational interests in the area increased (Colorado Parks and Wildlife 2016).  The route provides connectivity for 
recreation, yet it does not directly lead to Jackson State Park.  

SH 39 is one of many short rural regional connector roads developed to access more prominent routes that connect 
to urban centers along the front range.  State highways, farm-to-market roads, and small local connector roads 
served to link more remote areas with major regional transportation corridors, towns, and cities; however, research 
and review of historic mapping does not indicate that this highway provided direct access to destinations related to 
important historic themes such as industry, agriculture, or commerce.    

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
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Compass when available.)
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 39

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 39

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 39 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A 
As a an Engineered Route, State Highway 39 does not possess significance under Criterion A.  SH 39 is a short 
connector route for recreational purposes and to larger transportation corridors on the eastern plains.   Research 
failed to indicate this highway has a direct association with a historical theme important in Colorado history, or that 
it represents an early or prominent road construction project of the Colorado Highway Department (CHD), or the 
connections it provides from any subsequent highway improvements.  As such, the highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion A.   

Criterion B 
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.  

Criterion C 
This highway is not considered to be an early or prominent project of the CHD.  Research and literature review 
yielded no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering design or construction techniques 
that serve to distinguish this highway from other roads and does not appear to exhibit important engineering 
innovations or important later modifications.  The highway’s design and construction appear to fall within the 
established standard practices of state highway design and construction of the time and the highway does not 
possess significance under Criterion C.  

Criterion D 
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National

Mead & Hunt, Inc./Dill Historians LLC State Highway (SH) 39 - Page 5

*Information based on data from Compass provided by OAHP



Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 39
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Highway Name: U.S. Highway (US) 40

Highway Location:

Counties: Moffat, Routt, Grand, Clear Creek, Jefferson, Denver, Arapahoe, Elbert, Lincoln, Cheyenne
Length (Miles): 410.575

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

040A From Utah State Line east via Craig, Steamboat Springs, Granby, and Winter Park To I 70-A at 
Empire Jct

040B From U.S. 6G Floyd Hill east To SH 74A at El Rancho

040C From I 70-A Genesee Interchange east via Mt. vernon Canyon and through Denver via Colfax 
Av To I 70-A east Aurora

040D From U.S. 036D in Byers Southeast along I-70 To South Calhoun Road (County Road 185)

040E I-70 Frontage Road at (Mp-324) Southeast through Deer Trail To (County Road 42) the Wall 
Road Underpass near the Arapahoe-Elbert County Line

040F From I-70 Frontage Road (Mp-338) Separates from Mainline South through Agate To State 
Highway 70 at CR (166) in Agate

040G From I 70-A Frontage Road west of Limon east (I-70 Milepost 357.5) To U.S. 24-A and 24-F in 
west Limon

040H From I 70-A and U.S. 24-A east of Limon southeast via Hugo and Wild Horse and east via Kit 
Carson and Cheyenne Wells To the Kansas State Line

040Z From U.S. 40-A at Lincoln St in Craig west To U.S. 40-A at Pershing St

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

5AM.1883.1 Officially not eligible>Field 
eligible

05/15/2006>10/10/2005 COLFAX AVENUE-SEGMENT, 
HIGHWAY 40

5CC.1184.1 Officially not 
eligible>Officially not 
eligible>No assessment 
given on form

12/10/2004>04/22/2002>
09/28/2004

U.S. HIGHWAY 6 (SEGMENT), 
HIGHWAY 6

5CC.171.1 Officially needs data>Field 
needs data>Field not eligible

08/19/1996>07/16/1996>
10/1982

U.S. HIGHWAY 40 OVER BERTHOUD 
PASS, BERTHOUD PASS ROAD

5CC.171.2 Field eligible 4/2/2007 THE MIDLAND TRAIL AUTO ROAD

5CC.2002.2 Does not support eligibility of 
entire linear resource>Field 
not eligible

01/12/2012>10/03/2011 US HWY 6/40

5CC.454.1 Officially not eligible>Field 
not eligible

10/12/1990>08/02/1989

5CC.600.1 Noncontrib. to Officially elig. 
dist.>Field not eligible>Field 
eligible

08/19/1996>07/16/2001>
06/23/1993

EMPIRE AND MIDDLE PARK ROAD 
(SEGMENT C)

5CC.600.14 Field eligible 3/25/2007 EMPIRE - MIDDLE PARK WAGON ROAD

5CC.600.15 Field eligible 3/25/2007 EMPIRE - MIDDLE PARK WAGON ROAD

5CC.600.7 Field eligible 3/27/2007 EMPIRE - MIDDLE PARK WAGON ROAD

5CC.600.9 Field eligible 3/27/2007 EMPIRE-MIDDLE PARK WAGON ROAD

5CH.198.1 Field not eligible 1/28/2002 STATE HIGHWAY 385 - SEGMENT

5GA.1715.1 Officially not eligible>Field 
needs data

10/30/1992>09/16/1992
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5GA.1715.2 Officially not eligible>Field 
needs data>Officially not 
eligible

10/30/1992>09/16/1992>
01/26/2009

5GA.1715.5 Officially not eligible>Field 
needs data

01/26/2009>09/15/2008 UNNAMED ROAD SEGMENT

5GA.686.1 106 - Officially eligible>Field 
not eligible>

06/29/1990>07/24/1981> OLD U.S. 40

5GA.686.10 Noncontrib. to Officially elig. 
dist.>Field not eligible>Field 
eligible

05/19/1995>05/15/2000>
04/27/1995

VICTORY HIGHWAY SEGMENT

5GA.686.11 Supports eligibility of entire 
linear resource>Noncontrib. 
to Officially elig. dist.>Field 
eligible>Field eligible>Field 
eligible

01/30/2013>05/09/1995>
04/27/1995>09/25/2012>
09/24/2012

OLD U.S. HIGHWAY 40 | VICTORY 
HIGHWAY 

5GA.686.12 Noncontrib. to Officially elig. 
dist.

5/9/1995 OLD U.S. HIGHWAY 40: VICTORY 
HIGHWAY - (SEGMENT)

5GA.686.13 Officially not 
eligible>Noncontrib. to 
Officially elig. dist.>Field not 
eligible>Field not eligible

11/22/2005>08/26/1997>
08/30/2005>07/31/1997

U.S. HIGHWAY 40/OLD VICTORY 
HIGHWAY/DELBERT MYERS ACCESS 
ROAD

5GA.686.14 Contrib. to Officially elig. 
dist.>Field eligible

03/19/1998>09/24/1997 OLD U.S. HIGHWAY 40 (VICTORY 
HIGHWAY)

5GA.686.15 Officially not 
eligible>Officially not 
eligible>Field not 
eligible>Field not eligible

11/22/2005>06/19/2001>
08/30/2005>04/19/2001

OLD VICTORY HIGHWAY (SEGMENT)

5GA.686.16 Officially not eligible>Field 
not eligible

11/22/2005>08/30/2005 OLD VICTORY HIGHWAY

5GA.686.17 Officially not eligible>Field 
not eligible

09/06/2006>08/08/2006 OLD HIGHWAY 40 (SEGMENT)

5GA.686.18 Officially not eligible>Field 
not eligible

01/05/2007>11/03/2006 OLD US HIGHWAY 40 - SEGMENT

5GA.686.19 Officially not eligible>Field 
not eligible

01/05/2007>10/14/2006 OLD US HIGHWAY 40 - SEGMENT

5GA.686.2 106 - Officially eligible>Field 
eligible

06/29/1990>06/07/1990 OLD HIGHWAY 40 VICTORY HIGHWAY

5GA.686.20 Officially not eligible>Field 
not eligible

01/05/2007>10/14/2006 OLD U.S. HIGHWAY 40 - SEGMENT

5GA.686.21 106 - Officially eligible 1/26/2009 OLD U.S. HIGHWAY 40, VICTORY 
HIGHWAY - SEGMENT

5GA.686.22 Field needs data 9/24/2012 OLD U.S. HIGHWAY 40 | VICTORY 
HIGHWAY | MUDDY PASS WAGON 
ROAD

5GA.686.3 Officially needs 
data>Contrib. to Officially 
elig. dist.>Field eligible

01/30/2013>04/06/1994>
03/21/1994

OLD U.S. HIGHWAY 40 (SEGMENT)

5GA.686.4 Supports eligibility of entire 
linear resource>Field eligible

01/30/2013>09/16/1991 OLD U.S. 40 ROAD (SEGMENT)

5GA.686.5 Noncontrib. to Officially elig. 
dist.

5/19/1995 VICTORY HIGHWAY SEGMENT
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Highway Name: U.S. Highway (US) 40

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms (forms) for previously recorded segments of this highway listed above 
and available in Compass 
5JF.2260.4, The Mount Vernon Canyon Road: US 40 has been documented and found to be eligible under Criterion A 
and Criterion C in Jefferson County, as an engineered road, and was constructed by the PWA, 1936-1938.
5GA.686: Old US 40 in Grand County. Old alignment, generally a ruin or in use as a ranch road. Some segments 
officially eligible. 
5CC.600: Empire-Middle Park Wagon Road. Follows alignment of US 40. Eligible in 1991, not eligible in 2001. 
5AM.1883 (Colfax at Fitzsimmons)
5CC.171: US 40 over Berthoud Pass. Determined “needs data” in 1996. 

5GA.686.6 Noncontrib. to Officially elig. 
dist.>Field not eligible>Field 
eligible

05/19/1995>05/01/2001>
04/24/1995

VICTORY HIGHWAY SEGMENT

5GA.686.7 Noncontrib. to Officially elig. 
dist.>Field not eligible>Field 
eligible

05/19/1995>05/01/2001>
04/24/1995

VICTORY HIGHWAY SEGMENT

5GA.686.8 Noncontrib. to Officially elig. 
dist.>Field eligible

04/27/1995>04/27/1995 VICTORY HIGHWAY SEGMENT

5GA.686.9 Noncontrib. to Officially elig. 
dist.>Field eligible

05/19/1995>04/27/1995 VICTORY HIGHWAY SEGMENT

5GA.808 Field not eligible 2/1/1974 BERTHOUD PASS

5GA.808.3 Field eligible 3/28/2007 EMPIRE - MIDDLE PARK WAGON ROAD

5JA.1136.1 Officially not eligible>Field 
not eligible

10/13/1999>09/21/1999

5JA.1136.2 Officially not eligible>Field 
not eligible

10/13/1999>09/21/1999

5JF.2260 Eligible MT. VERNON CNYN RD

5JF.4793 Officially not eligible>Field 
not eligible

01/22/2010>11/19/2009

5LN.170.1 Officially not eligible>Field 
not eligible

08/19/1993>05/12/1993

5LN.170.5 Officially not eligible>Field 
not eligible

08/19/1993>05/12/1993

5MF.2003 5/1/1976 VICTORY HIGHWAY / US HIGHWAY 40

5MF.2003.1 No assessment given on 
form

5/11/1976 VICTORY HIGHWAY, US 40 HIGHWAY 
SEGMENT

5MF.2003.2 Officially not eligible>Field 
not eligible

07/22/2003>05/13/2003 VICTORY HIGHWAY, ROUTE 40

5MF.2003.3 Officially not eligible>Field 
not eligible

08/16/2004>08/02/2004 US HIGHWAY 40, VICTORY HIGHWAY, 
US ROUTE 40

5MF.2003.4 Supports eligibility of entire 
linear resource>Field eligible

11/21/2012>05/31/2012 US HIGHWAY 40 - SEGMENT

5MF.2003.5 Supports eligibility of entire 
linear resource>Field eligible

11/21/2012>05/30/2012 US HIGHWAY 40 - SEGMENT

5RT.2767.1 Does not support eligibility of 
entire linear resource>Field 
not eligible

11/12/2009>08/07/2009 US HIGHWAY 40, VICTORY HIGHWAY - 
SEGMENT

5RT.3035.1 Supports eligibility of entire 
linear resource>Field eligible

04/01/2011>09/30/2010 OLD HIGHWAY 40

5RT.3074.1 Supports eligibility of entire 
linear resource>Field eligible

02/21/2012>01/03/2012 US HIGHWAY 40, VICTORY HIGHWAY - 
SEGMENT
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Highway Name: U.S. Highway (US) 40

5GA.1715. Determined not eligible. 
5RT.2767: Victory Highway Segment. Determined not eligible 
5RT.3035: Eligible segment of Old Highway 40. Site form not accessible on Compass. 

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

5AM.123.163 106 - Officially eligible

5CC.154 Staff - Officially Eligible

5DV.102 Listed on National Register

5DV.11336 National Historic Landmark

5DV.160 Listed on National Register

5DV.161 National Historic Landmark

5DV.165 Listed on National Register

5DV.2683 Listed on National Register

5DV.5181 Local Landmark

5DV.5187 Local Landmark

5DV.5308 Listed on National Register

5DV.5310 Listed on National Register

5DV.8072 106 - Officially eligible

5DV.843 Staff - Officially Eligible

5DV.897 Keeper - Officially eligible

5GA.82 Listed on National Register

5JF.178 Listed on National Register

5JF.979 Listed on National Register

5RT.1207 Listed on National Register

5RT.3180 Review Board Recommendation for 
Listing

Mead & Hunt, Inc./Dill Historians LLC U.S. Highway (US) 40 - Page 4

*Information based on data from Compass provided by OAHP



Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: U.S. Highway (US) 40

Historical Data:

US 40 (a national highway that begins in Utah and ends in New Jersey), crosses the full horizontal width of Colorado, 
entering the northwest part of the state at the Utah border and traversing the northern Western Slope, then on 
through the Central Mountains and out the Front Range into Denver, where it crosses the city on Colfax Avenue. It 
leaves Denver arm in arm with Interstate (I)-70, with which it is cosigned until Limon, when it leaves the interstate and 
is cosigned with US 287 until Kit Carson, where US 40 goes on its solitary way due east to the Kansas border and 
beyond (it does not rejoin I- 70 until Oakley, Kansas).  It crosses or enters Moffat, Routt, Jackson, Grand, Clear 
Creek, Jefferson, Denver, Adams, Arapahoe, Lincoln, and Cheyenne counties. Part of this highway is part of the 
Colorado segment of the Dinosaur-Diamond National Scenic and Historic Byway, which was designated in 1997. 

The western segment of US 40 crosses the Colorado Plateau, which stretches from western Colorado into eastern 
Utah, northern Arizona, and northwestern New Mexico. The Colorado Plateau is a high desert with scattered forests 
and mesas (or tablelands), including the forested Flat Tops and Grand Mesa, the desert buttes of the Book Cliffs and 
Roan Plateau and the juniper-studded canyons and red sandstone formations that include Colorado National 
Monument. The region is also characterized by broad swaths of federally-owned land managed by the Bureau of 
Land Management and the US Forest Service (Routt National Forest, Flat Tops Wilderness, and Grand Mesa 
National Forest), with lesser amounts belonging to the National Park Service (Colorado National Monument and 
Dinosaur National Monument). 

Before the establishment of Colorado Territory in 1861, the Colorado Plateau was part of Utah Territory (1854), and it 
shares a physical geography with eastern Utah. Similarly, northwestern part of Colorado resembles southwestern 
Wyoming and strong economic and social connections exist across the Wyoming-Colorado border. Agricultural 
settlement in the area of the Colorado Plateau traversed by US 40 clustered near river bottoms at Parachute, Rifle, 
Meeker, Steamboat Springs, and Craig, where large ranches grazed cattle and sheep on higher benches above the 
river bottoms, much of it leased from the federal government for grazing. Brown’s Hole, in the far northwest corner of 
the state, shared borders with Utah and Wyoming and was known as a good winter range for large cattle herds from 
Wyoming (Wyckoff 1999: 244). 

The Colorado River and its major tributaries, including the Colorado (Grand), Uncompahgre, and Gunnison are the 
major sources of water on the Western Slope, and to the north, the Yampa and White rivers are the lifelines of the 
region, feeding into the Green River before it joins the Colorado in Utah. As with other parts of the arid West, the 
rivers dictated the location of settlements, railroads, agriculture, and the state’s roads. After the Utes were removed in 
1880 to reservations in Utah (leaving only two small Ute reservations in the extreme southwest corner of Colorado), 
the railroads quickly mobilized to provide transportation and economic opportunity for farmers, ranchers, and other 
businesses. The Denver & Rio Grande Railroad built the first lines into the San Juan, Gunnison, and Colorado 
(Grand) River valleys between 1881 to 1883 and helped develop the towns of Grand Junction, Montrose, and Delta, 
among others. Rail connections to Steamboat Springs and Craig were slower to develop, however, given the isolation 
of the area and issues with winter snows. David Moffat’s Denver, Northwestern & Pacific Railroad entered Steamboat 
in 1909. After Moffat’s death in 1911, this railroad was bought by the Denver and Salt Lake, and it continued to its 
termination point to Craig in 1913. 

In the Yampa River Valley, the Denver and Salt Lake Railroad stimulated coal mining, which required a reliable 
source of freight transportation. Coal deposits are located in the Yampa Valley west and south of Steamboat Springs, 
the Danforth Hills northwest of Meeker, and the Grand Hogback (near New Castle) north of Glenwood Springs. Oil 
and gas are found near Rangely and Craig, and oil shale has been a boom and bust commodity in the Pieance 
Basin, northeast of Grand Junction, since the turn of the twentieth century. While trains are still used to haul coal 
through the area, the industry became increasingly reliant on trucking after World War II and the improvement of the 
area’s highways.  

East of the Colorado Plateau, SH 40 traverses the Colorado Piedmont, a region defined geographically as the rolling 
hills and stream-laced valleys that lie to the east of the Front Range. This area contains both the most urbanized 
corridor in the state and also wide swaths of rural farm and ranchlands, with its history firmly rooted in the events that 
profoundly changed the region from the 1850s well into the twentieth century. Prehistorically the region was the 
hunting grounds of the Comanche, who were later pushed south by the Cheyenne and Arapahoe. By the 1850s 
sparse European-American settlement in the form of scattered farms and trading posts dotted the area around the 
South Platte River, with trails such as the Cherokee Trail crossing the plains and connecting with California-bound 
trails to the north. With the Pikes Peak Gold Rush, however, change was fast and intense. The urban core (Denver, 
Boulder, Golden) that became the metro Denver area sprang from commerce and transportation, i.e., the connection 
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of the gold fields in the Rocky Mountains with the markets and cities to the east. The agricultural zone in the more 
rural northern area of the Piedmont grew from cultivation made possible by the fertile soils and readily available water 
in the area, which allowed settlers to readily feed the hungry markets of the urban core and the mountain mining 
camps (Wyckoff 1998:101-103). 

Where US 40 runs through southeastern Colorado, historically the trails, highways, and rural roads that made up the 
transportation network facilitated travel through this sparsely-populated region and also made possible the transfer 
and distribution of the region’s agricultural products.  The Mountain Branch of the Santa Fe Trail was the earliest 
major east-west route through this region. Following the Arkansas and Purgatoire rivers, the Santa Fe Trail was the 
first commerce-based facilitator of non-indigenous settlement in Colorado. In 1878, when the Atchison, Topeka, and 
Santa Fe railroad was constructed through the region, it followed the Santa Fe Trail.  and remained as such until the 
1920s highways such as former SH 100 (current US 160), the second major east-west route, and present-day US 
287 and US 385, the major north-south arteries in this region, provided access to previously remote areas in the far 
southeastern corner of the state.  

SH 40 was constructed in the early 1920s. It was an oil-surfaced road, mostly paved by the late 1930s and 
completely paved until 1950, when Rabbit Ears Pass near Steamboat Springs was paved. The highway was 
historically known as the Victory Highway, in honor of World War I veterans, when it was first constructed, and 
segments of it have carried other names over the years. The segment from Kit Carson to the Kansas state line is part 
of the High Plains Highway, and through the metro Denver area it is Colfax Avenue. East of Denver the road was 
used in early experiments in asphalt paving at a segment east of Denver by Fitzsimmons. 

Segments of US 40 in Jefferson and Clear Creek Counties 5JF.2260 and 5CC.171 are associated with New Deal 
programs and the Public Works Administration (PWA), which reconstructed a segment of the road from 1936 to 1938 
(Project #6007). Additionally, this segment was re-engineered in the late 1930s to meet new safety standards, and 
was one of only six highways in the state to receive this attention. This work included wider roadways and more 
shallow grades, as well as better sight distances and shallower curves. The segment of the highway through Mount 
Vernon Canyon in Jefferson County included guardrail and culvert designs that were technologically advanced for 
their time. 

As Colfax Avenue, the segment of US 40 that crosses the metro Denver area has a long and storied history as an 
important route for early motorists, and was (and still is) lined with commercial establishments targeting the 
automobile tourist and traveler. Motor court motels and hotels line the highway on the east and west sides of town, 
and in some areas the original signs are still standing and are considered historically significant themselves. As well, 
in the center of the city Colfax curves around the City Beautiful landscape of the downtown Civic Center, passing the 
State Capitol as it runs east. It would be hard to identify a route more integral to the development of Denver in the 
20th century than this one. 

As it runs east from Denver through the farmlands of Adams, Arapahoe, Lincoln, and Cheyenne Counties, US 40 was 
used by farmers and ranchers to convey their goods and livestock to market centers, not only in smaller towns like Kit 
Carson and Cheyenne Wells but also the larger centers like Denver and those east of Colorado, like Hays, Kansas. 

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Highway Name: U.S. Highway (US) 40

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

US 40 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A
US 40 is an important example of an early and prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (CHD). 
Known nationally as the Victory Highway in honor of the soldiers who fought in World War II, it was constructed to 
cross the width of the state, with PWA modifications in the late 1930s to segments between Steamboat Springs and 
Denver, and is associated with federal relief programs. Where the highway traverses Denver, it was one of the 
most important and well-traveled automobile routes through the city, and different periods of the city’s development 
are still evident in the landscapes that line it. East of Denver it was an important farm-to-market route, connecting 
Denver with farms and ranches in the eastern plains. It also served this function in the northwestern part of the 
state, connecting livestock ranches with Denver and other market centers. For these reasons, as an Engineered 
Route, it possesses significance under Criterion A in the area of Transportation at the state level. Additionally, it is 
associated with a project (PWA project 6007) associated with federal relief programs and possesses significance 
under Criterion A in the area of Politics/Government. 

Criterion B 
Research did not reveal US 40 to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in history, 
nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction of this 
highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does not 
possess significance under Criterion B.  

Criterion C
A segment of US 40 in Jefferson and Clear Creek Counties is significant as an engineered route for its association 
with an effort by the CHD in the late 1930s to raise a small number of highways in the state to a new level of safety 
standards, with activities that included reconfiguring segments for better turn radii, improved sightlines, shallower 
grades and wider roads, as well as upgrades that included new technology in culverts and guardrails. For this 
reason, US 40 is significant as an engineered route under Criterion C in the area of Engineering at the local level. 

Criterion D 
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, US 40 is unlikely to yield important information that 
cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess significance 
under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 41

Highway Location:

Counties: Montezuma
Length (Miles): 9.527

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

No Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms (forms) for previously recorded segments of this highway were 
identified in Compass.  

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

041A From U.S. 160-A Southwest of Cortez Northwest To the Utah State Line

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

None No previously recorded 
segments are found on or 
adjacent to this highway

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Historical Data:

SH 41 is approximately 9.5 miles long and extends from the Utah border southeast to the junction with U.S. Highway 
(US) 160.  The road connects US 160 with Monticello, Utah. Much of southwestern Colorado is a mountainous region 
that owes much of its history to mining.  The earliest transportation corridors in southwest Colorado were wagon 
roads that often followed trails established by Native Americans, explorers, fur trappers, and traders; however, 
research did not reveal this highway was associated with an important early trail or wagon road. 

SH 41 is located in the far southwest corner of the state in an area that historically included irrigated agriculture, 
which influenced its settlement.  To the east, Durango served as an important center of activity for the Denver & Rio 
Grande Railroad, which extended west resulting in further settlement in small towns like Mancos, Cortez, and 
Dolores.  Ranching and live-stock raising served as an important economic and agricultural activity in the region 
beginning c.1880.  Later, with the development of the Good Roads Movement and founding of the Colorado Highway 
Department in the first decades of the twentieth century a highway network developed throughout the region and 
state often based on an existing system of local roads serving the transfer of goods and people (Carter and Mehls 
1984: 138-141; Wyckoff 1999; 237-238).  Historic state highway maps indicate no road existed along the alignment of 
present-day SH 41 until its construction and designation in 1966.  

This road was one of many that functioned to supply and support towns and area industries by providing links to 
regional transportation corridors, towns, and cities.  Research, literature review, and historic mapping does not 
indicate that this highway provided direct access to destinations related to important historic themes.  SH 41 
historically comprised one component of the overall transportation network by linking other highways and providing 
access to local destinations.   

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 41

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 41

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 41 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A
This highway was constructed in the 1966 and is not an example of an early or prominent project by the Colorado 
Highway Department nor was it built or improved as part of a federal relief project.   Although located near an 
agricultural region, this highway did not function as a main transportation route for providing direct and important 
connectivity as a farm-to-market road between an important agricultural region and its market and has no important 
association to mining or industry in the region.  As such, it does not possess significance under Criterion A.        

Criterion B
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.

Criterion C
Research and literature review yielded no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering 
design or construction techniques that serve to distinguish this highway from other roads within the mountainous 
southwest region and it does not appear to exhibit important engineering innovations or important later 
modifications.  The highway’s design and construction appear to fall within the established standard practices of 
state highway design and construction of the time and the highway does not possess significance under Criterion 
C.   

Criterion D
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 42

Highway Location:

Counties: Boulder
Length (Miles): 4.92

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

No Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms for previously recorded segments of this highway were identified in 
Compass.    

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

042A From SH 7-C east of Boulder south and east via Louisville To U.S. 287-C north of Broomfield

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

None No previously recorded 
segments are found on or 
adjacent to this highway

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 42

Historical Data:

SH 42 is a secondary highway, less than five miles long, located in Boulder County. The eastern terminus is south of 
Lafayette. It connects U.S. Highway (US) 287 with the town of Louisville, and then heads north to connect to SH 7 at 
Arapahoe Road. Originally numbered SH 168, the highway first appeared on state maps in 1934 as a spur to the 
main route between Lafayette and Boulder via US 285/287 and SH 7.  The major relevant historic themes include 
agriculture and coal mining. Agriculture in the Louisville area started in the 1870s and flourished with the construction 
of irrigation ditches; coal mining started with the Welch Mine, established in 1878. Even though the highway 
construction took place at the same time as New Deal road projects started putting unemployed Coloradans to work, 
it wasn’t a Works Progress Administration (WPA) or Public Works Administration (PWA) project (Autobee and 
Dobson 2003: E-34-36). After the Denver-Boulder Turnpike opened in 1952, traffic patterns changed with a more 
direct route between the two cities.

The town of Louisville is not a listed historic district, but the Louisville Multiple Resource Area National Register 
Nomination, accepted by the National Register in 1986, identified significant structures and a commercial historic 
district between the Colorado & Southern Railroad tracks and the alley west of Main Street. The highway became SH 
42 sometime after 1965. The highway originally traveled through the commercial district of Louisville on Main Street 
but was realigned in 1967 to bypass the town, reflecting the higher numbers of motorists passing through and the 
highway department’s desire to re-route traffic from the congested streets. At the same time, the highway alignment 
on the south side of Louisville moved about 2000 feet to the south to avoid a jog in the highway at old Empire Road. 
In 2005, a partial interchange between SH 42 and North 96th Street eliminated a gentle curve from 96th Street to 
Empire Road. 

A review of sources did not reveal that this route represents important road engineering achievements, an important 
road type or subtype identified in the MPS, or that it served to provide an important connection to markets or 
facilitated development related to agriculture and coal mining. It has always been a secondary road for local traffic to 
Louisville, a small city in Boulder County.

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 42

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 42 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS. 

Criterion A
State Highway 42 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS. State Highway 
42 does not possess significance under Criterion A because research failed to indicate this highway has a direct 
association with a historical theme important in Colorado history, or that it represents an early or prominent road 
construction project of the Colorado Highway Department (CHD), or the connections it provides inform any 
subsequent highway improvements. The addition of the road to the state highway system in 1934 is not associated 
with any known significant event and research did not indicate it was a New Deal road project. It is a short, 
secondary road that provides access to other highways and local access to Louisville. As such, the highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion A.   

Criterion B 
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state. Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.  

Criterion C 
As a representative example, a state highway that exhibits physical features indicative of an important type or 
subtype identified in the MPS reflecting its original design or important variation may possess significance.   A state 
highway may also possess significance for particularly important engineering achievements.  

Added to the system in 1934, this highway is not considered to be an early or prominent project of the CHD.  
Research and literature review yielded no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering 
design or construction techniques that serve to distinguish this highway from other roads and it does not appear to 
exhibit important engineering innovations or important later modifications.  The highway’s design and construction 
appear to fall within the established standard practices of state highway design and construction of the time and the 
highway does not possess significance under Criterion C. 

Criterion D 
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 42

042.jpg
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 44

Highway Location:

Counties: Adams
Length (Miles): 4.907

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

No Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms for previously recorded segments of this highway were identified in 
Compass.    

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

044A From SH 2-C northeast of Commerce City west To the intersection of 104th Ave and Colorado 
Bd in Thornton

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

None No previously recorded 
segments are found on or 
adjacent to this highway

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 44

Historical Data:

SH 44 is 4.95 miles in length and travels from the junction of SH 2 in Commerce City west along 104th Ave. to 
Colorado Blvd. in Thornton. On a 1944 topographical map, the route was present, but un-labeled as an unimproved 
road in rural Adams County.  According to Matthew Salek, SH 44 was originally marked as SH 24 and entered into 
the State Highway system in 1954.  In 1968, SH 24 was reassigned as SH 44 to avoid confusion with U.S. Highway 
(US) 24.  SH 44 crosses six agricultural ditches: O’Brian Canal, Brighton Lateral, Fulton Ditch, Bull Ditch, S. Platte 
River Overflow, Lower Clear Creek Canal, and the Colorado Agricultural Canal.

SH 44 travels between the eastern edge of the two cities of Thornton and Northglenn.  Thornton, which was planned 
as an affordable housing community, opened in 1953 with then Governor Dan Thornton and Actress Jane Russell 
presiding over the grand opening of the model homes.  With its affordable homes and mobile home parks, the city 
rapidly grew to 60,000 by 1990. The area near 104th Avenue was not annexed by the City of Thornton until the 
mid-1970s.  Northglenn, located directly northeast of Commerce City was also a planned community of the 
mid-1950s.  Developers opened the first model homes in 1959.   Both communities grew along with the population of 
the metro Denver area, and both were considered affordable suburban neighborhoods (Leonard and Noel 1990: 
362-364).  SH 44 provides a west/east access for these communities to the larger transportation corridors of 
Interstate(I)-25, I-76, and SH 2.  Evidence of the route’s rural roots continue to be visible on the eastern portion of the 
route as it travels through farm lands and over the South Platte River to its end point at SH 2.  A map dated 1944 
shows an unimproved road along the current alignment traveling east to US 6.  The 1944 and 1965 maps shows a 
few farmsteads and the small communities of Hazeltine and Hazeltine Heights along the route.  Hazeltine was an 
unincorporated community situated along the Union Pacific Railroad. Hazeltine tried to incorporate in 1952, but failed 
and was annexed to Commerce City (Wagner 2002: 135).  The designation as a state highway in 1954 was the result 
of the growth of the post-war suburban communities of Thornton and Northglenn; however, it did not contribute to 
their overall development.  Research did not reveal that SH 44 played a significant role as an agricultural farm to 
market route before its designation as a state highway.  

A review of sources did not reveal that this route represents important road engineering achievements, an important 
road type or subtype identified in the MPS, or that served to provide an important connections to markets or 
facilitated development related to transportation and suburban post World War II development.

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 44

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 44

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 44 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.   

Criterion A 
As an Engineered Route SH 44 does not possess significance under Criterion A.  Research failed to indicate this 
highway has a direct association with a historical theme important in Colorado history, or that it represents an early 
or prominent road construction project of the Colorado Highway Department (CHD), or the connections it provides 
from any subsequent highway improvements.  Although SH 44 is a east/west connector to transportation corridors 
of I-76, I-25 and SH 2 for the communities of Thornton and Northglenn, it did not significantly contribute to their 
development.  As such, the highway does not possess significance under Criterion A.   

Criterion B
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.  

Criterion C 
As a representative example, a state highway that exhibits physical features indicative of an important type or 
subtype identified in the MPS reflecting its original design or an important variation may possess significance.   A 
state highway may also possess significance for particularly important engineering achievements.  

This highway is not considered to be an early or prominent project of the CHD.  Research and literature review 
yielded no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering design or construction techniques 
that serve to distinguish this highway from other roads and does not appear to exhibit important engineering 
innovations or important later modifications.  The highway’s design and construction appear to fall within the 
established standard practices of state highway design and construction of the time and the highway does not 
possess significance under Criterion C. 

Criterion D 
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 44
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 45

Highway Location:

Counties: Pueblo
Length (Miles): 8.94

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

No Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms (forms) for previously recorded segments of this highway were 
identified in Compass.     

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

045A From East Side Ramps at I 25-A south Pueblo at (Greenhorn Dr) west and north To North Side 
Ramps at U.S. 50-A northwest of Pueblo

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

None No previously recorded 
segments are found on or 
adjacent to this highway

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 45

Historical Data:

SH 45 is approximately nine miles long and is located along the west and southwestern edge of Pueblo extending 
between U.S. Highway (US) 50 on the north and Interstate(I)-25 on the south.  The highway travels along the edge of 
suburban development and a rural area on the west side of Pueblo.  

Historically, a number of trails and roads made up the transportation network in the area through which the highway 
passes that facilitated travel and the distribution of the region’s agricultural and industrial supplies and products. 
Settlement in this part of the state occurred in the early 1800s in part as a result of regional trade along the Santa Fe 
and Cherokee Trails, whose routes generally followed the Arkansas River Valley and subsequently formed portions 
of the route of present-day US 50.  Located at the confluence of the Arkansas River and Fountain Creek, Pueblo was 
established in 1870 and became a regional center of trade and industry due to its proximity to mining, agricultural 
areas, and New Mexico.  William Jackson Palmer, an influential developer and railroad expansionist, platted another 
town, South Pueblo, on the opposite side of the Arkansas River, as a stop on the Denver and Rio Grande Railroad in 
the early 1870s.  Palmer extended rail connections from the Pueblo area to the coalfields around Walsenburg and 
Trinidad by 1876, to the San Luis Valley by 1878, and to Leadville in the central mountain region by 1881.  Combined 
with the entry of the Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fe Railroad in Pueblo in the mid-1870s, rail connections solidified 
Pueblo as an important regional trade center in southern Colorado leading to increased settlement and industrial 
growth of the area during the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries (Wyckoff 1999: 144-145; Pueblo.org 
2014).         

Palmer also established the Colorado Coal & Iron Company (CC&I) in 1879.  The company’s first plant, the South 
Pueblo Ironworks, was located southeast of South Pueblo on a large tract of company-owned land.  CC&I produced 
rails for the Denver and Rio Grande Railroad and by the early 1880s was producing coal, pig iron, iron ore, rolled 
rails, and steel ingots.  CC&I had several mining camps through the region and platted Bessemer, a company town 
for those working at the South Pueblo Ironworks in 1886.  By 1890 CC&I had numerous smelters and factory 
complexes along the southern periphery of the city.  CC&I was reorganized as Colorado Fuel and Iron Company 
(CF&I) in 1892 and purchased by John D. Rockefeller in 1903.  Mining activities in this region were focused primarily 
in the foothills and mountains south and southwest of Pueblo with the smelters and industrial complexes located 
along the southernmost periphery of the city.  CF&I experienced several booms during the early twentieth century 
and as the national defense program expanded in the mid-twentieth century, iron and steel production and profits 
rose dramatically (Deherrera et al 2012: 3-6; Harvard Business School, Colorado Fuel and Iron Corp 2012).    

Agriculture was also an important theme in the area through which this route passes. The region boasted the largest 
cattle industry in the state during the late nineteenth century.  In the late nineteenth and twentieth century irrigation 
canals were constructed to facilitate the production of wheat, hay, oats, corn, sugar beets, watermelon, cantaloupe, 
and other field crops.  The entry of the Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fe Railroad into Colorado during the late 
nineteenth century resulted in the settlement and growth of additional towns along the rail line such as La Junta, Las 
Animas, Lamar, Granada, and Holly.  These towns prospered due the connections the railroad provided and access 
to convey commercial and agricultural goods to larger markets.  During the early to mid-twentieth century, numerous 
farm-to-market roads were constructed and improved as part of the larger transportation network to transport goods 
and people in and around Pueblo (Noel et al 1994: 25, 29; Wyckoff 1999: 167-170; Colorado State Planning 
Commission 1941: 306). 

Construction on SH 45 began in the 1960s and the first section completed extended from I-25 northwest to SH 96 in 
1966.  A segment north of 11th Street was completed by 1973 and the entire extent of the current highway was in 
place by 1975.  Undated right-of-way plans indicate that construction of the highway was completed under several 
Federal Aid Projects, a common funding program for state highways.  State highways, farm-to-market roads, and 
small local connector roads like SH 45 worked to comprise the overall transportation network, which served to link 
major regional transportation corridors and facilitate travel in and around cities like Pueblo.  Research does not 
indicate that this highway provided direct access to destinations related to important historic themes.  Rather, SH 45 
served local traffic and was one of several area local connector roads that helped form the overall regional 
transportation network and is not individually distinguishable from other roads providing similar connections and it is 
not associated with important historical themes or destinations.  Although the alignment of the highway travels along 
the outer edge of Pueblo this highway is not considered an early example of a highway bypass; the first highway 
bypass in Colorado opened in 1949 along US 85 (present-day I-25) near the towns of Greenhorn and Crow south of 
Pueblo.  SH 45 post-dates this early example by over a decade and is it not considered an early or significant 
example of a highway bypass.     
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 45

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 45

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 45

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 45 is classified an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A
This highway was constructed between the 1960s and mid-1970s and is not an example of an early or prominent 
project by the Colorado Highway Department (CHD) or an early example of a bypass nor was it built or improved 
as part of a federal relief project.  Present-day SH 45 is an area connector route and has served to bypass 
downtown Pueblo and to provide one of several connections between two major regional transportation corridors, 
US 50 and I-25.  Although located at the edge of the city and near rural areas, this highway did not function as a 
main transportation route for providing direct connectivity as a farm-to-market road between an important 
agricultural region and its market.  This southern terminus is located near the core area of industrial development in 
Pueblo; the CC&I plans and factories were located along the southern periphery of the city and predate the 
establishment of this highway.  No evidence suggest that this highway played an important role in the 
transportation of industrial goods produced or used in the part of the city that set it apart from any other local roads 
or highways.  As such, it does not possess significance under Criterion A.      

Criterion B
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.

Criterion C
This highway is not considered to be an early or prominent project of the CHD.  Research and literature review 
yielded no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering design or construction techniques 
that serve to distinguish this highway from other roads and does not appear to exhibit important engineering 
innovations or important later modifications.  The highway’s design and construction appear to fall within the 
established standard practices of state highway design and construction of the time and the highway does not 
possess significance under Criterion C.  
   
Criterion D
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 45

045.jpg
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 46

Highway Location:

Counties: Gilpin
Length (Miles): 6.459

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms for previously recorded segments of this highway listed above and 
available in Compass were reviewed. The only forms available in Compass for review were 5GL.266 and 5GL.260.1.  
5GL.260.1 discusses the historic wagon road, the Golden Gate and Gregory Toll Road, which is the historic wagon 
road associated with SH 46.  Originally surveyed in 1982 and reevaluated in 1992 and 1995, 5GL.260.1 was officially 
determined not eligible by SHPO in 1992.  Site form 5GL.266 provides information about the Black Hawk-Golden 
Stage Road that intersects with SH 46.

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

046A From JCT SH 119-A north of Black Hawk southeast via Golden Gate Canyon State Park To at 
the Gilpin/Jefferson County Line Begin Goden Gate Dr

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

5GL.260.1 Officially not eligible>Field 
not eligible>Field not eligible

09/04/1992>07/14/1992>
12/01/1982

GOLDEN GATE TOLL ROAD

5GL.265 Field not eligible 12/1/1982 RALSTON ROAD

5GL.266 Field not eligible>Field not 
eligible

06/28/1996>12/01/1982 BLACK HAWK-GOLDEN ROAD, SMITH 
HILL ROAD

5GL.564 Officially not eligible>Field 
not eligible

09/04/1992>07/14/1992 DORY HILL ROAD

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 46

Historical Data:

SH 46 begins at the Junction of SH 119 north of Black Hawk and travels southeast through Golden Gate Canyon 
State Park to the Jefferson and Gilpin County lines.  The total distance of the route is 6.459 miles.

SH 46 was one of the multiple wagon roads that were built during the early gold rush period to reach the gold mines 
near Central City and Black Hawk.  It was first established in 1862 as the Golden Gate and Gregory Toll Road, and 
operated until 1871. The route went up Tucker Gulch and traveled along and near the current alignment of SH 46 and 
Golden Gate Road into Black Hawk (Norman, 2002: 18).  A 1906 map of the Black Hawk area shows the road 
leading from Tucker Gulch to Dory Hill and south to Blackhawk.  Portions of the original alignment of the wagon road 
were used in building the road up Golden Gate Canyon (form 5GL.260.1).  In the 1920s, the route was included in the 
state highway system as SH 58 (Salek).  Road improvement plans indicate that two improvement projects included 
work done under the Works Progress Administration (WPA) in the 1930s. The National Recovery State Road Project 
No. 367 project included a new alignment of the road near Dory Hill at mile marker .5 to mile marker 1.5 with grading 
and culverts.  Project 827-C WPA (revision date of 1940) included a new alignment of the roadway from the previous 
roadway, culverts and grading near the Gilpin County Line at milepost 6. By 1942, topographic maps show the route 
connecting to SH 119 north of Black Hawk and the route traveled from the junction with SH 119 through Golden Gate 
Canyon to the town of Golden then east to Denver, along the current SH 58. From 1954-1972, state travel maps 
show the segment from Golden to SH 119 as a county road and no longer part of the state highway system.  In 1971, 
this segment of SH 58 was redesignated SH 46 and extended from SH 119 to the entrance of Golden Gate Canyon 
State Park and it remained unpaved.  By 1985, the segment was extended to the county line of Jefferson and Gilpin 
Counties.  The entire segment was fully paved by 1986 (Salek).

The discovery of gold in 1859 in the central Colorado mountains brought the first prospectors and first wagon and 
stage routes to the area.  Even after the arrival of the railroad to the larger mining communities such as Georgetown 
and Leadville, wagon roads remained the primary means of travel to isolated mining communities, transporting tools, 
lumber, food supplies and mining materials to the gold fields as well as back to the supply centers of Golden and 
Denver. 

Research and previous site form 5GL.260.1 indicate that this route was constructed to provide access to the mining 
camps of Gilpin County.  This road was one of the many wagon routes to reach the early gold mining areas of Black 
Hawk and Central City although one previous evaluation concluded there is no indication that this route is 
distinguished from others for its mining connections (Norman, 2002: 16). In addition, research indicates that the route 
was improved in the 1930s under WPA work projects such as the National Recovery State road project.  SH 46 was 
surveyed in 1982 and reevaluated in 1992 and 1995 (5GL.260.1) and officially determined not eligible by State 
Historic Preservation Officer in 1992.  However, the previous site form did not use the registration requirements of the 
MPS nor was there any reference to the WPA work on the route, thus this reevaluation of the significance of this 
route under the current study. 

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 46

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 46

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 46 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS and has significance under 
Criterion A for the portion of the route with an association with Depression-era federal work relief projects in the 
1930s at the state level.  Although previously determined officially not eligible for its association with area mining 
activities, research indicates the role of the WPA under the registration requirements of the MPS was not 
considered in the previous evaluation of the route.

Criterion A
State Highway 46 possesses significance under Criterion A.  Research and literature review indicate that portions 
of the highway was improved as under the Works Progress Administration (WPA) in two projects.  Work included a 
new alignment of the roadway in two areas and new culverts and grading and graveling the road.  Plans dating to 
1940 confirm an association with the WPA.  The portion of the highway associated with federal work Depression-
era relief work programs possesses significance under Criterion A in the areas of Transportation and 
Politics/Government at the state level.

Criterion B 
Research did not reveal this SH 46 to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, SH 46 does not 
possess significance under Criterion B.  

Criterion C 
As a representative example, a state highway that exhibits physical features indicative of an important type or 
subtype identified in the MPS reflecting its original design or important variation may possess significance.   A state 
highway may also possess significance for particularly important engineering achievements.  

This highway is not considered to be an early or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department.  
Research and literature review yielded no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering 
design or construction techniques that serve to distinguish this highway from other roads and does not appear to 
exhibit important engineering innovations or important later modifications.  Previous evaluations confirm this 
conclusion.  The highway’s design and construction, including the work completed by the WPA, appear to be 
common improvements and fall within the established standard practices of state highway design and construction 
of the time and the highway does not possess significance under Criterion C. 

Criterion D 
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 46

046.jpg
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 47

Highway Location:

Counties: Pueblo
Length (Miles): 4.606

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

No Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms (forms) for previously recorded segments of this highway were 
identified in Compass. 

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

047A From I 25-A and U.S. 50-A in North Pueblo east and south via College Ave To U.S. 50-B in East
Pueblo

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

None No previously recorded 
segments are found on or 
adjacent to this highway

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 47

Historical Data:

SH 47 is approximately 4.5 miles long and extends around the northeastern edge of Pueblo between Interstate (I)-25 
and U.S. Highway (US) 50.  The highway is located at the east edge of Pueblo and travels through a suburban area 
that includes housing developments and undeveloped rural areas.  The highway extends along the northeast edge of 
Pueblo.        

Historically, a number of trails and roads made up the transportation network in the area through which the highway 
passes that facilitated travel and the distribution of the region’s agricultural and industrial supplies and products. 
Settlement in this part of the state occurred in the early 1800s in part as a result of regional trade along the Santa Fe 
and Cherokee Trails, whose routes generally followed the Arkansas River Valley and subsequently formed portions 
of the route of present-day US 50.  Located at the confluence of the Arkansas River and Fountain Creek, Pueblo was 
established in 1870 and became a regional center of trade and industry due to its proximity to mining, agricultural 
areas, and New Mexico.  William Jackson Palmer, an influential developer and railroad expansionist, platted another 
town, South Pueblo, on the opposite side of the Arkansas River, as a stop on the Denver and Rio Grande Railroad in 
the early 1870s.  Palmer extended rail connections from the Pueblo area to the coalfields around Walsenburg and 
Trinidad by 1876, to the San Luis Valley by 1878, and to Leadville in the central mountain region by 1881.  Combined 
with the entry of the Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fe Railroad in Pueblo in the mid-1870s, rail connections solidified 
Pueblo as an important regional trade center in southern Colorado leading to increased settlement and industrial 
growth of the area during the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries (Wyckoff 1999: 144-145; Pueblo.org 
2014).        

Palmer also established the Colorado Coal & Iron Company (CC&I) in 1879.  The company’s first plant, the South 
Pueblo Ironworks, was located southeast of South Pueblo on a large tract of company-owned land.  CC&I produced 
rails for the Denver and Rio Grande Railroad and by the early 1880s was producing coal, pig iron, iron ore, rolled 
rails, and steel ingots.  CC&I had several mining camps through the region and platted Bessemer, a company town 
for those working at the South Pueblo Ironworks in 1886.  By 1890 CC&I had numerous smelters and factory 
complexes along the southern periphery of the city.  CC&I was reorganized as Colorado Fuel and Iron Company 
(CF&I) in 1892 and purchased by John D. Rockefeller in 1903.  Mining activities in this region were focused primarily 
in the foothills and mountains south and southwest of Pueblo with the smelters and industrial complexes located 
along the southernmost periphery of the city.  CF&I experienced several booms during the early twentieth century 
and as the national defense program expanded in the mid-twentieth century, iron and steel production and profits 
rose dramatically (Deherrera et al 2012: 3-6; Harvard Business School, Colorado Fuel and Iron Corp 2012). 

Agriculture was also an important theme in the area through which this route passes. The region boasted the largest 
cattle industry in the state during the late nineteenth century.  In the late nineteenth and twentieth century irrigation 
canals were constructed to facilitate the production of wheat, hay, oats, corn, sugar beets, watermelon, cantaloupe, 
and other field crops.  The entry of the Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fe Railroad into Colorado during the late 
nineteenth century resulted in the settlement and growth of additional towns along the rail line such as La Junta, Las 
Animas, Lamar, Granada, and Holly.  These towns prospered due the connections the railroad provided and access 
to convey commercial and agricultural goods to larger markets.  During the early to mid-twentieth century, numerous 
farm-to-market roads were constructed and improved as part of the larger transportation network to transport goods 
and people in and around Pueblo (Noel et al 1994: 25, 29; Wyckoff 1999: 167-170; Colorado State Planning 
Commission 1941: 306). 

Construction on SH 47 began in the 1970s and its construction progressed southwest.  The first section between I-25 
and Bonforte opened in 1971 and the entire route with its present termini was completed by 1979.  Other changes 
have included a new interchange at the US 50/SH 96 intersection with the highway.  State highways, farm-to-market 
roads, and small local connector roads like SH 47 served to link major regional transportation corridors, towns, and 
cities; however, research and review of historic mapping does not indicate that this highway provided direct access to 
destinations related to important historic themes.  SH 47 served as one of several local connector roads within the 
area that linked northeast Pueblo and those traveling through the city with US 50, a major east-west route, and I-25, 
the major north-south route in the state, to form the regional transportation network.   Although the alignment of the 
highway travels along the outer edge of Pueblo this highway is not considered an early example of a highway 
bypass; the first highway bypass in Colorado opened in 1949 along US 85 (present-day I-25) near the towns of 
Greenhorn and Crow south of Pueblo.  SH 45 post-dates this early example by over a decade and is it not 
considered an early or significant example of a highway bypass.    

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 47

Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 47

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 47

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 47 is classified an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A
This highway was constructed in the 1970s and is not an example of an early or prominent project by the Colorado 
Highway Department (CHD) or an early example of a highway bypass nor was it built or improved as part of a 
federal relief project.  Present-day SH 47 is a local connector route along the edge of Pueblo and served as a 
connection between two major regional transportation corridors, US 50 and I-25.  Although located near an 
agricultural region, this highway did not function as a main transportation route for providing direct connectivity as a 
farm-to-market road between an important agricultural region and its market.  The highway was established after 
the construction of the Pueblo Army Air Base and does not possess an important association with development of 
that facilities.  Moreover, this highway is located some distance from the industrial core of Pueblo and no evidence 
suggests that it played an important role in the transportation of industrial goods.  As such, it does not possess 
significance under Criterion A.      

Criterion B
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.

Criterion C
This highway is not considered to be an early or prominent project of the CHD.  Research and literature review 
yielded no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering design or construction techniques 
that serve to distinguish this highway from other roads and does not appear to exhibit important engineering 
innovations or important later modifications.  The highway’s design and construction appear to fall within the 
established standard practices of state highway design and construction of the time and the highway does not 
possess significance under Criterion C.  
   
Criterion D
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 47
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: U.S. Highway (US) 50

Highway Location:

Counties: Mesa, Delta, Montrose, Gunnison, Saguache, Chaffee, Fremont, Pueblo, Otero, Bent, Prow
Length (Miles): 455.117

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

050A From SH 70-Z in Grand Junction at (5th St) south via Delta and Montrose and east via 
Gunnison, Salida, and Canon City To SH 47-A in Pueblo at I-25

050B From A Direct Connetion Flyover from South Bound I 25-A in Pueblo east via Fowler, Rocky 
Ford, La Junta and Lamar To the Kansas State Line

050C From SH 96-A (Pueblo Bus Rout) south and east To U.S. 50-B east of Avondale

050D From U.S. 50-A (Olathe Bus Rt) North of Olathe South To U.S. 50-A South of Olathe at (12 ST)

050Z From U.S. 50-B in Rocky Ford west along Swink Ave To U.S. 50-B

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

5CF.2697.1 Supports eligibility of entire 
linear resource>Field eligible

11/26/2010>04/21/2010 CANON CITY - SALIDA ROAD

5CF.2697.2 Supports eligibility of entire 
linear resource>Field eligible

11/26/2010>04/21/2010 CANON CITY - SALIDA ROAD

5CF.2697.3 Supports eligibility of entire 
linear resource>Field eligible

11/26/2010>04/17/2010 CANON CITY - SALIDA ROAD

5CF.325 2/1/1974 MONARCH PASS

5CF.937 Officially not eligible>Field 
not eligible

02/22/1984>10/01/1998 OLD MONARCH PASS ROAD

5CF.937.1 Field not eligible 7/22/1998 OLD MONARCH PASS ROAD SEGMENT

5CF.938.1 Field not eligible 7/22/1998 US HIGHWAY 50 SEGMENT

5CF.938.2 Supports eligibility of entire 
linear resource>Field eligible

11/26/2010>05/16/2010 US HIGHWAY 50

5CF.938.3 Does not support eligibility of 
entire linear resource>Field 
not eligible

11/26/2010>06/25/2010 US HIGHWAY 50

5DT.854.2 Noncontrib. to Officially elig. 
dist.>Field not eligible>Field 
needs data>Field needs data

11/06/1996>08/31/2000>
05/08/1996>08/09/1991

OLD SPANISH TRAIL (NORTH 
BRANCH), SALT LAKE WAGON ROAD 
(SEGMENT)

5DT.854.5 106 - Officially eligible>Field 
eligible

10/17/2005>08/23/2005 OLD SPANISH TRAIL (NORTH 
BRANCH), SALT LAKE WAGON ROAD 
(SEGMENT)

5DT.976.1 Officially not eligible>Field 
not eligible

08/14/1992>04/29/1992 UNNAMED HISTORIC ROAD 
(SEGMENT)

5EP.3939.8 Field eligible 6/12/2002 GOLDEN BELT ROUTE, PIKES PEAK 
OCEAN TO OCEAN HIGHWAY, 
NATIONAL WHITE WAY, COLORADO 
STATE HIGHWAY 50

5EP.6017.1 Officially needs data>Field 
not eligible

07/11/2012>08/12/2008 OLD CANON CITY - PUEBLO ROAD - 
SEGMENT

5FN.1950.1 106 - Officially eligible>Field 
eligible

03/18/2004>2003 CANON CITY - SALIDA ROAD 
(SEGMENT)
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: U.S. Highway (US) 50

5FN.1950.10 Does not support eligibility of 
entire linear resource>Field 
not eligible

11/30/2010>06/24/2010 CANON CITY - SALIDA ROAD

5FN.1950.2 106 - Officially eligible>106 - 
Officially eligible>Field 
eligible>Field eligible

08/08/2007>03/18/2004>
08/06/2007>2003

CANON CITY - SALIDA ROAD 
(SEGMENT)

5FN.1950.3 106 - Officially eligible>Field 
eligible

03/18/2004>2003 CANON CITY - SALIDA ROAD 
(SEGMENT)

5FN.1950.4 106 - Officially eligible>Field 
eligible

03/18/2004>2003 CANON CITY - SALIDA ROAD 
(SEGMENT)

5FN.1950.5 106 - Officially eligible 3/18/2004 CANON CITY - SALIDA ROAD 
(SEGMENT)

5FN.1950.6 106 - Officially eligible>Field 
eligible

03/18/2004>2003 CANON CITY - SALIDA ROAD 
(SEGMENT)

5FN.1950.7 106 - Officially eligible>Field 
eligible

03/18/2004>2003 CANON CITY - SALIDA ROAD 
(SEGMENT)

5FN.1950.8 106 - Officially eligible 3/19/2004 CANON CITY - SALIDA ROAD 
(SEGMENT)

5FN.1950.9 Supports eligibility of entire 
linear resource>Field eligible

11/30/2010>04/20/2010 CANON CITY - SALIDA ROAD

5FN.2535.1 Supports eligibility of entire 
linear resource>Field eligible

11/26/2010>05/16/2010 US HIGHWAY 50

5FN.2535.10 Supports eligibility of entire 
linear resource>Field eligible

11/26/2010>05/16/2010 US HIGHWAY 50

5FN.2535.11 Does not support eligibility of 
entire linear resource>Field 
not eligible

12/08/2010>05/16/2010 US HIGHWAY 50

5FN.2535.12 Does not support eligibility of 
entire linear resource>Field 
not eligible

12/08/2010>06/24/2010 US HIGHWAY 50

5FN.2535.2 Supports eligibility of entire 
linear resource>Field eligible

11/26/2010>05/16/2010 US HIGHWAY 50

5FN.2535.3 Supports eligibility of entire 
linear resource>Field eligible

11/26/2010>05/16/2010 US HIGHWAY 50

5FN.2535.4 Supports eligibility of entire 
linear resource>Field eligible

11/26/2010>05/16/2010 US HIGHWAY 50

5FN.2535.5 Supports eligibility of entire 
linear resource>Field eligible

11/26/2010>05/16/2010 US HIGHWAY 50

5FN.2535.6 Supports eligibility of entire 
linear resource>Field eligible

11/26/2010>05/16/2010 US HIGHWAY 50

5FN.2535.7 Supports eligibility of entire 
linear resource>Field eligible

11/26/2010>05/16/2010 US HIGHWAY 50

5FN.2535.8 Supports eligibility of entire 
linear resource>Field eligible

11/26/2010>05/16/2010 US HIGHWAY 50

5FN.2535.9 Supports eligibility of entire 
linear resource>Field eligible

11/26/2010>05/16/2010 US HIGHWAY 50

5GN.1353 2/1/1974 MONARCH PASS

5GN.2206.1 Field eligible 8/20/1992 OLD US HIGHWAY 50, SEGMENT

5GN.2206.2 Field eligible 8/20/1992 OLD US HIGHWAY 50, SEGMENT

5GN.2206.3 Field eligible 8/20/1992 OLD US HIGHWAY 50, SEGMENT

5GN.2206.4 Field eligible 8/20/1992 OLD US HIGHWAY 50, SEGMENT
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: U.S. Highway (US) 50

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms (forms) for previously recorded segments of this highway include 
numerous forms for segments of this highway.  Several previous site forms (5MN.9744.2, 5CF.938.5/5GN.3860.4) 
reference US 50 as significant overall under Criterion A as a cultural route for its association as part of a nationwide, 
coast-to-coast, highway and with the development of tourism in Colorado.   This information and additional research is 
summarized in the Historical Data section below.  Previously identified segments include a mix of eligible and not 
eligible segments; however, the majority of recent evaluations in 2010 identified segments of US 50 as field eligible.  

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

5GN.2206.5 Field eligible 8/20/1992 OLD US HIGHWAY 50, SEGMENT

5GN.2206.6 Field eligible 8/20/1992 OLD US HIGHWAY 50, SEGMENT

5GN.2206.7 Field eligible>Does not 
support eligibility of entire 
linear resource

08/20/1992>02/09/2015 OLD US HIGHWAY 50, SEGMENT

5GN.3860.1 106 - Officially eligible>Field 
not eligible>Field eligible

08/12/2002>10/23/2003>
10/23/2003

US HIGHWAY 50 (SEGMENT), 
HIGHWAY 50 - SEGMENT

5GN.3860.2 Does not support eligibility of 
entire linear resource>Field 
eligible

12/06/2010>10/15/2010 HIGHWAY 50 - SEGMENT

5GN.3860.3 Supports eligibility of entire 
linear resource>Field eligible

08/18/2010>08/04/2010 US HIGHWAY 50 - SEGMENT

5GN.5950.9 Field not eligible 8/25/2011 OLD SPANISH TRAIL (NORTHERN 
BRANCH) / LAKE FORK & 
UNCOMPAHGRE TOLL ROAD / ROUTE 
OF THE GUNNISON EXPEDITION- 
SEGMENT

5ME.13044 Field eligible>Field eligible 03/01/2010>02/07/2002 SH 141

5ME.13044.2 Supports eligibility of entire 
linear resource>Field eligible

01/10/2011>11/03/2010 SH 141 - SEGMENT

5ME.17048.1 Does not support eligibility of 
entire linear resource>Field 
not eligible

07/06/2010>03/02/2010 U.S HIGHWAY 50, US 50 FROM 141B 
INTERSECTION TO NEW SPUR RD

5ME.4926.1 106 - Officially eligible>Field 
not eligible

12/17/1997>12/1997 ORCHARD MESA CANAL NO. 2, 
SEGMENT UNDER HIGHWAY 50

5ME.775.1 Noncontrib. to Officially elig. 
dist.>Field not eligible

02/05/1997>12/16/1996 SPANISH TRAIL (NORTH BRANCH) - 
SEGMENT

5MN.9742.1 Field not eligible 8/26/2011 OLD SPANISH TRAIL (NORTHERN 
BRANCH) - SEGMENT / LAKE FORK & 
UNCOMPAHGRE TOLL ROAD / US 
HIGHWAY 50

5MN.9742.2 Field eligible 8/20/2011 OLD SPANISH TRAIL (NORTHERN 
BRANCH) - SEGMENT / LAKE FORK & 
UNCOMPAHGRE ROAD / ROUTE OF 
THE GUNNISON EXPEDITION

5PW.171.1 Field not eligible 1/28/2002 STATE HIGHWAY 385 - SEGMENT

5SH.2239.1 Staff - Officially 
Eligible>Field eligible

11/13/2003>10/23/2003 HIGHWAY 50 - SEGMENT, US 
HIGHWAY 50

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

5BN.544 Staff - Officially Eligible

5FN.560 Field eligible
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: U.S. Highway (US) 50

5FN.720 Listed on National Register

5PE.551 Officially needs data

5PE.612 Listed on National Register
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: U.S. Highway (US) 50

Historical Data:

US 50 is a transcontinental route that extends from Ocean City, Maryland to Sacramento, California.  Within 
Colorado, the route is approximately 455 miles long and extends across the southeastern corner of the state from 
Kansas through Lamar and Pueblo before crossing the mountains via Cañon City and Gunnison, over Monarch Pass, 
and then down the western slope to Delta and Grand Junction before entering Utah.    

Historically, the trails, highways, and rural roads that made up the transportation network in southern Colorado 
facilitated travel through this sparsely-populated region and also made possible the transfer and distribution of the 
region’s agricultural and industrial products.  The Santa Fe Trail was the earliest major east-west route through 
southeastern Colorado and followed the general alignment of present-day US 50 in that part of the state.  An 1866 
map of Colorado Territorial Roads shows the Santa Fe Trail extending from the Kansas border and a continuous road 
going all the way to Pueblo.  The transportation corridor for present-day US 50 west of Pueblo originally followed a 
state coach route to Cañon City and then wagon and toll roads through the mountains and westward to Utah.  A toll 
road over Monarch Pass was constructed by 1880.  Otto Mears is an important figure in the history of road-building in 
southern Colorado.  Mears had constructed a series of early toll roads and in the early 1900s was reportedly involved 
in plans to construct a “Rainbow Route” between Pueblo and Montrose, which was envisioned as a continuation of 
the old Santa Fe Trail. Historic state highway maps indicate that the Rainbow Route was established by 1916 and 
followed the general alignment of present-day US 50 in the central and western portions of the route in Colorado.  
Between 1919 and 1922, the Highway Commission conducted its first major post-World War I mountain road 
construction project over Monarch Pass, an elevation of 11,400 feet.  The 27.5-mile long Monarch Pass was carved 
out of the mountains using mostly hand labor (picks, shovels, horses and wagons).  The steep and narrow conditions 
of the project, included with dangerous curves and proved challenging for workers to complete.  Upon completion it 
was considered an engineering triumph.  By 1938 the Colorado Highway Department cleared a new Monarch Pass 
route less than a mile southeast of the original route. The new route was designed to have more maneuverable 
curves and an improved alignment, reaching 11,312 feet in elevation (Colorado Highways April 1922: 8; Autobee and 
Dobson-Brown 2003: E-31;Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado’s Highway System: 5-27).  

The route was designated US 50 by 1926.  The highway has been rerouted in several places throughout its history, 
including Cañon City and Salida in 1934.  Several segments of the highway were improved as part of federal relief 
projects during the 1930s, which included United States Public Works National Recovery Highway (N.R.H.) projects 
113-B (1934), 113-D (1935), and 259-E (1938).  A 1940 guidebook by the Writer’s Program of the Works Projects 
Administration (WPA) provides detailed directions for traveling along US 50 as a scenic route noting numerous tourist 
attractions and accommodations.  (Edlund 1999; Ubbelohde et al 2006; 175-177; Wyckoff 1999; 53, Colorado State 
Planning Commission 1941; 423-425).

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: U.S. Highway (US) 50

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: U.S. Highway (US) 50

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

US 50 is classified as a Cultural Route and Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A
As a Cultural Route, the portion of US 50 in southeastern Colorado possesses significance under Criterion A in the 
area of Transportation at the state level for its early history and association with the Santa Fe Trail.  As an 
Engineered Route, the highway was established by 1916 and represents an early and prominent project by the 
Colorado Highway Department (CHD) under Transportation at the state level of significance.  The portion of US 50 
west of Pueblo possess significance under Criterion A  for an association with the development of Rainbow Route, 
a named highway in Colorado during the automobile age which was an early transcontinental highway that 
extended from Maryland to California.  With the introduction of the automobile, the highway became an early and 
recognized tourist route across the state as evidenced in a Works Projects Administration guide book; therefore, it 
possesses significance in the area of Entertainment/Recreation at the local level.  In addition, portions of US 50 
that were improved as part of Depression-era federal work relief projects and possess significance under Criterion 
A in the areas of Politics/Government at the state level.

Criterion B
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Although the route has an 
association with Otto Mears, the Rainbow Route does not best represent his contributions to road building in 
Colorado, which is better represented by US 550.  As such, this highway does not possess significance under 
Criterion B.

Criterion C
Research and literature review yielded no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering 
design or construction techniques that serve to distinguish this highway from other roads within the mountainous 
regions of the state.  The portion of US 50 that crosses Monarch Pass in the south-central part of the state is the 
second iteration of this mountain pass and does not represent the engineering achievement of the earlier road 
carved from the mountains using hand labor.  However, the subsequent construction of Monarch Pass does 
represent later modifications that occurred in 1938 that included the design and construction of more maneuverable 
curves and improved alignment to reach an altitude of 11,312 feet.  As such, US 50 possesses significance under 
Criterion C in the area of Engineering as a representative example of bold engineering achievements of the CHD to 
cross mountains along this route at the state level.  

Criterion D
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National

Mead & Hunt, Inc./Dill Historians LLC U.S. Highway (US) 50 - Page 7

*Information based on data from Compass provided by OAHP



Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: U.S. Highway (US) 50

significance under Criterion D.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: U.S. Highway (US) 50
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 52

Highway Location:

Counties: Morgan, Weld, Boulder
Length (Miles): 97.228

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

Although site numbers given in Compass indicate the road has been previously surveyed, no Colorado Cultural 
Resources Inventory forms for previously recorded segments of this highway were available.  
5WL.7418/5WL.7418.1 are for SH 52 but no site form or eligibility assessment is provided in Compass (5WL.7418.01 
is listed as not supporting).  5BL.10538 (Boulder Creek Bridge (D-16-U, not eligible) and  
5MR.471 (Rainbow Arch Bridge, a National Register of Historic Places nomination for the Rainbow Arch Bridge in Fort 
Morgan (5MR.471) is available in Compass and contained information about the history of the Rainbow Arch Bridge) 
are for bridges and not previously recorded segments of the route.  

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

052A From SH 119-B at IBM Plant east via Fort Lupton, Hudson, and Prospect Valley and North To 
SH 39-A and U.S. 6-I east of Wiggins

052B From U.S. 34-B at (Main St)  in Fort Morgan north To SH 14-C east Begin (CR 133) of Raymer

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

5WL.7418 No assessment provided STATE HIGHWAY 52

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 52

Historical Data:

SH 52 is a 97.67 mile long route that begins at SH 119B (52A), in Boulder County, and runs east through Boulder 
County, Weld County, and into Morgan County, where it turns north, ending at to SH 39A, east of Wiggins. The 
highway then resumes (52B) at Fort Morgan and runs north to SH 14C, ending at Raymer. It is generally a 2-lane 
highway, although it widens at some intersections. 

SH 52 is contained in the Colorado Piedmont, a region defined geographically as the rolling hills and stream-laced 
valleys that lie to the east of the Front Range. This area contains both the most urbanized corridor in the state and 
also wide swaths of rural farm and ranchlands, with its history firmly rooted in the events that profoundly changed the 
region from the 1850s well into the twentieth century. Prehistorically the region was the hunting grounds of the 
Comanche, who were later pushed south by the Cheyenne and Arapahoe. By the 1850s sparse European-American 
settlement in the form of scattered farms and trading posts dotted the area around the South Platte River, with trails 
such as the Cherokee Trail crossing the plains and connecting with California-bound trails to the north. With the 
Pikes Peak Gold Rush, however, change was fast and intense. The urban core (Denver, Boulder, Golden) that 
became the metro Denver area sprang from commerce and transportation, i.e.,  the connection of the gold fields in 
the Rocky Mountains with the markets and cities to the east. The agricultural zone in the more rural northern area of 
the Piedmont grew from cultivation made possible by the fertile soils and readily available water in the area, which 
allowed settlers to readily feed the hungry markets of the urban core and the mountain mining camps (Wyckoff 
1999:101-103). 

An 1861 map does not show the road that would become SH 52, but it does show that southern Weld County had 
been surveyed for the Public Land Survey System, indicating the possibility that this road or segments of it existed 
around that time as a section road. A 1916 Colorado state highway map shows the highway’s west end at U.S. 
Highway (US) 87 (later 285 and now 287) about five miles south of Longmont, then extending east as it does today 
through the small farm towns of Dacono, Fort Lupton, and Hudson. Hudson, a stop on the Burlington Railroad line, 
connected the surrounding farms to Denver and was platted in 1887 around a depot and section house that was 
constructed by the Union Pacific in 1863. The 1887 plat map for the town shows the road that would become SH 52 
(Town of Hudson 2015).  The 1916 highway map shows the highway continuing east past the Weld/Fort Morgan 
county line and turning 90 degrees north, where it turned 90 degrees east again through the town of Wiggins, another 
small town stop on the Burlington line, established in 1882 (Bright 2004:187). The route continued east to the more 
populous regional center of Fort Morgan. The 1916 map shows the route continuing east to Brush, then “stair-
stepping” northeast along section lines, following the South Platte River and the Union Pacific Railroad line. Although 
this last segment would not become part of the designated SH 52, it still served to connect the farms and ranches of 
the eastern plains to Fort Morgan. 

SH 52 became a state highway in the early 1920s. A 1924 maps shows that it was designated and surfaced from US 
87 east to Fort Morgan, with a graded segment (SH 52B) extending north to New Raymer, yet another small farm 
town on the northern route of the Burlington Railroad line. By 1938, the route was paved from what is now I-25 east 
to Hudson, but it was not until 1964 that the route was paved in its entirety. In 1965 the highway was extended from 
287 west to meet the diagonal (SH 119) at Niwot. 

After its designation as a state highway, SH 52 was in need of a substantial bridge across the Platte River, which the 
highway crossed just north of Fort Morgan. Although a timber bridge had been in place on the road since the 1890s, 
with the road’s designation as a state highway, the Colorado Highway Department contracted to build the 11-span 
Rainbow Arch Bridge, a reinforced concrete Marsh arch design, only one of which was built in Colorado. The 
Rainbow Arch Bridge served SH 52 from 1923 until 1963, when it was decommissioned so that a wider bridge that 
was better able to accommodate heavier traffic could constructed immediately next to it. Today, SH 52 no longer 
utilizes the Rainbow Arch Bridge, although the bridge remains in its original location next to the current alignment of 
SH 52 and is in use as a pedestrian bridge over the South Platte, and was placed on the National Register in 1985. 

SH 52 is known to have served agricultural communities in the northern agricultural zone of the Colorado Piedmont 
since 1887 and probably longer. It clearly conveys characteristics of the farm-to-market subtype outlined in the MPS, 
Colorado State Roads and Highways, including the 90 degree turns that convey its relationship with early section 
roads, its route through small market centers and long-established farmlands, and its connections with the larger 
regional processing center of Fort Morgan. In addition, its repeated intersection with the historic Burlington Railroad 
line indicates it served prominently in this role. It was an early and prominent project of the Colorado Highway 
Department, with maps showing it was in place and mostly surfaced by 1924. 
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 52

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 52

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 52

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 52 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A
State Highway 52 served as a farm-to-market route since the early days of homestead and railroad settlement in 
Boulder, Weld, and Fort Morgan counties, and clearly connected small farm towns with larger processing centers 
along the Burlington Railroad line in the agricultural region of northeastern Colorado. It is a good example of the 
farm-to-market subtype, and is significant as a farm-to-market road and an early example of Colorado Highway 
Department (CHD) project. As such, it is significant under Criterion A in the area of Transportation at the local level 
for its role in agricultural development and an early project of the CHD.  

Criterion B 
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.  

Criterion C 
Although this highway was an early and prominent project of the CHD, research and literature review yielded no 
evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering design or construction techniques that serve to 
distinguish this highway from other roads, and it is not known to have been the site of important engineering 
innovations or important later modifications.  The highway’s design and construction appear to fall within the 
established standard practices of state highway design and construction of the time and the highway does not 
possess significance under Criterion C.  

Criterion D 
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 52

052.jpg
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 53

Highway Location:

Counties: Adams
Length (Miles): 1.74

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

No Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms for previously recorded segments of this highway were identified in 
Compass.    

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

053A From The East Side Ramps on I 25-A at logan north of Denver west on 58th Ave and north on 
Broadway To SH 224-A at 70th Ave

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

None No previously recorded 
segments are found on or 
adjacent to this highway

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 53

Historical Data:

SH 53 is a 1.74-mile-long section of North Broadway in unincorporated Adams County between East 58th and East 
70th avenues. As Matt Salek states: “It is at the top of the list of totally unexplainable highways” in the Denver metro 
area. It became part of the state system in 1971. It connects East 58th Avenue west of Interstate(I)-25 and Logan 
with SH 224 at West 70th Avenue. Relevant historical themes include the opening of the Denver-Boulder Turnpike in 
1952 and the industrial development of this area due to proximity to interstates and other heavily-used corridors. I-76 
crosses SH 53 north of 64th Avenue, while I-25 is to the east and U.S. Highway (US) 36 to the north. 

In Denver, Broadway is designated as the zero axis between the east and west streets. Before the Valley Highway 
was built, the main north-south roads from Denver to the northern suburbs were Washington Street and Federal 
Boulevard. Even as the suburbs started growing, Broadway never became a necessary arterial north of 46th Avenue 
(Goodstein 1994: 26). SH 53 completed Broadway between 64th and 70th avenues (1971 and 1972 Colorado State 
Travel maps). Sections of Broadway north of US 36 and 73rd Avenue are local streets and Broadway disappears 
entirely at Del Norte Street/76th Avenue in the Western Hills Subdivision west of I-25 and north of US 36. One bridge 
structure on the highway dates to 1971 (the bridge over Clear Creek), but the rest are all early 1990s minor concrete 
girders and concrete box culverts. 

A review of sources did not reveal that this route represents important road engineering achievements, an important 
road type or subtype identified in the MPS, or that served to provide an important connections to markets or 
facilitated development related to the construction of the Denver-Boulder Turnpike or the interstates in the northern 
reaches of the Denver metropolitan area.

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 53

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 53

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 53 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS. 

Criterion A 
SH 53 is not considered to be an important project of the Colorado Highway Department (CHD). This short highway 
connected a section of North Broadway between 58th and 70th avenues with SH 224. Its development is 
associated with the construction of the Denver-Boulder Turnpike, I-25, and I-76 but research did not indicate the 
highway is associated with a significant event or is considered an important example of an early 1970s highway. 
For these reasons, SH 53 does not possess significance under Criterion A.   

Criterion B 
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.  

Criterion C 
As a representative example, a state highway that exhibits physical features indicative of an important type or 
subtype identified in the MPS reflecting its original design or an important variation may possess significance.   A 
state highway may also possess significance for particularly important engineering achievements.  

This highway is not considered to be an early or prominent project of the CHD.  Research and literature review 
yielded no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering design or construction techniques 
that serve to distinguish this highway from other roads and it does not appear to exhibit important engineering 
innovations or important later modifications.  The highway’s design and construction appear to fall within the 
established standard practices of state highway design and construction of the time and the highway does not 
possess significance under Criterion C. 

Criterion D 
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 53

053.jpg

Mead & Hunt, Inc./Dill Historians LLC State Highway (SH) 53 - Page 5

*Information based on data from Compass provided by OAHP



Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 55

Highway Location:

Counties: Logan
Length (Miles): 5.62

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

No Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms for previously recorded segments of this highway were identified in 
Compass. 

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

055A From U.S. 138-A at (First St) in Crook south To at (CR 81) South of SH-76A

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

None No previously recorded 
segments are found on or 
adjacent to this highway

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 55

Historical Data:

SH 55 travels south from the junction of U.S. Highway (US) 138 in the town of Crook, in Logan County, over the 
South Platte River and I-76, for 5.62 miles to CR 81.

SH 55 first appears on state travel maps as SH 25 in 1939.  As SH 25, it originally extended from the Nebraska 
border, south to the town of Crook and then south to the junction with US 34 in Hyde in Washington County.  By 
1954, the northern segment and most of the southern segment were returned to Logan County, establishing the 
current alignment (Salek).  Two new bridges over the South Platte River were constructed in 1951.  The entire route 
was paved by 1960.  In 1968, the route was renumbered SH 55 to avoid confusion with I-25.

Northeastern Colorado is within the physiographic province of the Great Plains, and more specifically, the area 
known as the High Plains. The terrain is relatively flat, with gentle hills and shallow waterways, and the climate is 
semiarid, with low levels of moisture. There are few trees and the region is known for weather extremes. The South 
Platte River and its tributaries is the primary source of water and the lifeline for communities in northeastern 
Colorado. The river has guided travelers for millennia, starting with trails used by Native Americans, trappers, and 
explorers. Beginning in 1858, after the discovery of gold at the confluence of Cherry Creek and the South Platte 
River--today’s Denver--the South Platte River Trail guided the majority of travelers to the gold camps and support 
towns. The trail began at the confluence of the North Platte and South Platte in North Platte, Nebraska, as a branch 
of the Overland or Oregon Trail. The transcontinental railroad also followed the river in 1881 when the Union Pacific 
Railroad built its branch line to Denver. After 1910, with the establishment of the Colorado Highway Commission, the 
river dictated the paths of the region’s first major highways and bridges for river crossings.

Prior to the homestead era and the arrival of the railroad, the South Platte River valley was prime pastureland and 
ranchers took full advantage of the ability to run cattle freely for grazing. John Wesley Iliff and others amassed huge 
herds near the river in the 1860s and 1870s, buying key parcels and leasing state and federal lands in northeastern 
Colorado. The cattle were trailed to railheads in Cheyenne or Denver before 1881. After 1881, the railroad towns of 
Brush, Iliff, Sterling, and Julesburg became busy freight shipping points. Farmers formed cooperatives to build major 
irrigation systems based on priority water rights from the South Platte. Greeley was one center of activity where 
irrigation canals and storage reservoirs significantly increased the acreage for agriculture. Prior to these systems, 
crop raising was limited to fields in river and creek bottoms but irrigation made it possible for farmers to plant crops in 
fields on higher benches further from the river. Fifty miles east of Greeley, Fort Morgan became the center of several 
irrigation systems that radiated to outlying farms and ranches, as did Sterling, another forty miles downstream 
(Wyckoff 1999: 164).

The region has always had a relatively sparse population. Larger towns such as Greeley, Fort Morgan and Sterling 
settled on the river, connected to the smaller towns of Ovid, Sedgwick, Crook, Iliff, Atwood, and Merino. Major 
irrigated crops included corn and feed crops for animals. Sugar beets became a prominent crop after 1910 in Weld, 
Morgan, and Logan counties. The Great Western Sugar Company built ten processing factories in the South Platte 
River valley at Loveland, Greeley, Eaton, Fort Collins, Windsor, Longmont, Sterling, Brush, Fort Morgan, and Ovid. 
The raising and processing of sugar beets also brought large numbers of field workers from other countries to the 
region, including Germans from Russia, Japanese, and Mexicans. While irrigated farming is possible near the river 
and in fields that have water rights to the underground Ogallala aquifer, dryland farming supported farms and ranches 
north of the river near the small communities of Peetz, Stoneham, Briggsdale and Keota. Major dryland crops include 
winter wheat, sorghum, milo, alfalfa, and field peas (Webb 1931: 373).

At one time, SH 55 linked the small agricultural towns of Crook, Fleming, and Hyde.  The town of Crook was founded 
by the Cedar Valley Land and Irrigation Company in 1907 and provided access to the railroad for large cattle 
operations in the area.  Fleming was a town first settled as a farming community in 1880 and named Fleming in 1904 
when the Chicago, Burlington and Quincy Railroad was built.  These towns, located along larger transportation 
corridors such as US 138, US 6,  and US 34, provided access to the Union Pacific Railroad and Chicago, Burlington 
and Quincy Railroad routes.  The highway is one of many short rural regional connector roads developed to access 
busier routes that connected to urban centers along the Front Range.  State highways, farm-to-market roads, and 
small local connector roads served to link more remote areas with major regional transportation corridors, towns, and 
cities; however, research and review of historic mapping does not indicate that this highway provided direct access to 
destinations related to important historic themes such as industry, agriculture, or commerce.          

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 

Mead & Hunt, Inc./Dill Historians LLC State Highway (SH) 55 - Page 2

*Information based on data from Compass provided by OAHP



Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 55

System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 55

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 55

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 55 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A
As an Engineered Route, SH 55 does not possess significance under Criterion A.  One of many short connector 
roads in the northeastern plains, research failed to indicate this highway has a direct association with a historical 
theme important in Colorado history, or that it represents an early or prominent road construction project of the 
Colorado Highway Department (CHD), or the connections it provides from any subsequent highway improvements.  
As such, the highway does not possess significance under Criterion A.   

Criterion B
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.  

Criterion C  
This highway is not considered to be an early or prominent project of the CHD.  Research and literature review 
yielded no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering design or construction techniques 
that serve to distinguish this highway from other roads and does not appear to exhibit important engineering 
innovations or important later modifications.  The highway’s design and construction appear to fall within the 
established standard practices of state highway design and construction of the time and the highway does not 
possess significance under Criterion C.  

Criterion D 
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 56

Highway Location:

Counties: Larimer, Weld
Length (Miles): 6.695

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

No Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms (forms) for previously recorded segments of this highway were 
identified in Compass.    

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

056B From U.S. 287-C Berthoud By-Pass East To Frontage Road East of I 25-A at (CR 44) in 
Johnstown

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

None No previously recorded 
segments are found on or 
adjacent to this highway

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 56

Historical Data:

SH 56 is approximately 7 miles in length and extends west from U.S. Highway (US) 287 through the town of Berthoud 
to Interstate (I)-25 on the east.  The road is located within the Little Thompson Valley, an agricultural region that is 
also home to larger urban centers located along Colorado’s Front Range.  

Northern Colorado was historically the terminus for several prominent trails.  The first wagon road through the Little 
Thompson Valley was established in 1850 and the Oregon Trail, later renamed the Overland Trail, extended between 
Julesburg and Wyoming via Fort Collins.  Settlement and agriculture occurred along these trails.  Farms and ranches, 
established along the Little Thompson River and the South Platte River and their tributaries, led to the later 
development of water irrigation systems.  The Little Thompson Valley developed into a successful agricultural region 
in the 1890s with activities related to wheat, alfalfa, and flour milling as well as livestock-raising.   In the early 1900s 
the Great Western Sugar Company established a presence in Northern Colorado with numerous factories and 
railroads to collect sugar beets from fields throughout the region, including Berthoud, and distribute the product to 
sugar factories in Loveland, Longmont, and Fort Collins. (Berthoud Historical Society 2014)      

A number of railroads constructed through the region beginning in the 1860s eventually led to a decline in travel 
along these trails and opened up new markets within the state and beyond.  The Colorado Central Railroad 
established itself in the region in 1877.  As a result, the region experienced further settlement, population growth, and 
agricultural development between approximately 1870 and 1890.  The popularity of the automobile increased 
dramatically between 1900 and 1920 as a result of the Good Roads Movement and the establishment of the 
Colorado Highway Commission that expanded the state’s highway network.  By 1914 the Lincoln Highway extended 
through Northern Colorado generally following the path of the Overland Trail.  The development of the first state 
highways included major routes providing connection between population centers and agricultural areas.  In addition, 
smaller communities increasingly saw the benefits of highway access, which led to further highway construction 
along less traveled routes and alignments in the 1920s and 1930s.  The major transportation corridors accessing the 
Front Range included SH 34, SH 36, and I-25, and I-76. (Carter and Mehls 1984: 34-36, 41-43, 63-65, 118)

SH 56 originally began at US 287 (then US 87) and headed northwest to US 34.  Historic state highway maps 
indicate that SH 56 was designated a state highway by 1926.  By 1939 the route was extended further to the east 
near present-day I-25.  Several changes to the route occurred in the 1950s; the extent of the highway at both ends 
was first reduced, then extended east to SH 185, and the entire route was eventually paved.  By 1955 the route was 
extended east to present-day I-25 and paved.  Recent changes to the route include the US 287 Berthoud Bypass 
completed in August 2006, which according to Mathew Salek, resulted in modifications to the alignment of the 
highway in and around Berthoud.

State highways, farm-to-market roads, and small local connector roads served to link more remote areas with major 
regional transportation corridors, towns, and cities; however, research and review of historic mapping does not 
indicate that this 7 mile highway provided direct access to destinations related to important historic themes such as 
industry, agriculture, or commerce.                         

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 56

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 56

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 56 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A
Research did not indicate that this highway is an example of an early or prominent project by the Colorado Highway 
Department or was built or improved as part of a federal work relief project.  Historically, SH 56 served to provide 
connections to other state roads, county roads, and local and rural regional destinations and towns.  The highway 
did not function as a main transportation route for providing direct connectivity as a farm-to-market road between 
an important agricultural region and its market and does not provide direct access to destinations related to other 
historically important themes.  As such, it does not possess significance under Criterion A.   

Criterion B
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.

Criterion C
This highway is not considered to be an early or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department.  
Research and literature review yielded no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering 
design or construction techniques that serve to distinguish this highway from other roads and does not appear to 
exhibit important engineering innovations or important later modifications.  The highway’s design and construction 
appear to fall within the established standard practices of state highway design and construction of the time and the 
highway does not possess significance under Criterion C.  
   
Criterion D
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 57

Highway Location:

Counties: Kit Carson
Length (Miles): 0.506

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

No Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms (forms) for previously recorded segments of this highway were 
identified in Compass.  

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

057A From The South Side Ramps at I 70-A South of Stratton North via Stratton To Jct U.S. 24-C 
East of Stratton

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

None No previously recorded 
segments are found on or 
adjacent to this highway

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 57

Historical Data:

SH 57 is approximately one half mile in length and is located on Colorado’s eastern plains.  The highway serves as a 
short business spur off of Interstate (I)-70 and ends at its intersection with U.S. Highway (US) 24 in Stratton.  
Colorado’s eastern plains are dotted with small farming communities such as Stratton, which is an agricultural 
community surrounded by ranches and farms.

Colorado’s eastern plains were historically traversed by several prominent trails including the Oregon Trail, later 
renamed the Overland Trail, located between Julesburg and Wyoming via Fort Collins; the Old Cherokee Trail, a 
branch of the Santa Fe Trail in the southern part of the region; and the three branches of the Smoky Hill Trail that 
extended east from Kansas to Denver.  Settlement occurred along these trails and farms and ranches, established 
along the South Platte River and its tributaries, lead to the later development of water irrigation systems.  A number of 
railroads constructed through the region beginning in the 1860s eventually led to a decline in travel along these trails 
and opened up new markets within the state and beyond.  As a result, the region experienced further settlement, 
population growth, and agricultural development between approximately 1870 and 1890. (Carter and Mehls 1984: 
34-36, 41-43, 63-65)

The popularity of the automobile increased dramatically between 1900 and 1920 as a result of the Good Roads 
Movement and the establishment of the Colorado Highway Commission that expanded the state’s highway network.  
The development of the first state highways included major routes providing connection between population centers 
and agricultural areas.  In addition, smaller communities increasingly saw the benefits of highway access, which led 
to further highway construction along less traveled routes and alignments in the 1920s and 1930s, especially north-
south routes to connect to more prominent east-west routes that linked to  major population centers and markets.  
The major east-west transportation corridors across the eastern plains included US 40, I-70 and I-76, SH 34 and SH 
36.  (Carter and Mehls 1984: 118)  

Prior to the current designation, SH 57 extended further to the north.  A 1916 state highway map indicates that it 
extended north from Stratton through Kit Carson County, Yuma County, and a portion of Phillips County.  The 
highway provided a connection between the east-west-aligned Ocean-to-Ocean Highway to the south and the 
Omaha-Lincoln-Denver Highway to the north, but SH 57 did not carry either of these named highways.  By 1926, 
historic highway maps indicate that the route was designated a state highway and its route extended further to the 
north from Stratton to present-day US 36.  A large portion of the original route is now designated SH 59 not SH 57.  

Historically, SH 57 was one of several north-south highways on the eastern plains that provided local access to more 
prominent east-west routes; it was the east-west routes that provided the direct link to major commercial centers 
located to the west along the front range.  Other north-south highways in the region included SH 61, 63, and 385.  
The current alignment of SH 57 is a short local connector road added in 1966 and is not located along or associated 
with the historic alignments of SH 57 described above.  State highways, farm-to-market roads, and small local 
connector roads served to link more remote areas with major regional transportation corridors, towns, and cities; 
however, research and review of historic mapping does not indicate that this highway provided direct access to 
destinations related to important historic themes such as industry, agriculture, or commerce.  SH 57 does not date to 
the historic period of early named highways and since the designation of the current alignment of the route in 1966 
has served as a short, minor connector road between Stratton and I-70.  

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 57

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 57

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 57 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A
Research did not indicate that this highway is an example of an early or prominent project by the Colorado Highway 
Department (CHD) or was built or improved as part of a federal work relief project, or as a farm-to-market road 
providing access between an important agricultural region and its market.  Present-day SH 57 is a later 1966 
alignment and comprises a short spur off of I-70.  The route provides routine access with its connection to US 24 in 
the community of Stratton and I-70.  The highway does not possess significance under Criterion A.  

Criterion B
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.

Criterion C
This highway is not considered to be an early or prominent project of the CHD.  Research and literature review 
yielded no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering design or construction techniques 
that serve to distinguish this highway from other roads and does not appear to exhibit important engineering 
innovations or important later modifications.  The highway’s design and construction appear to fall within the 
established standard practices of state highway design and construction of the time and the highway does not 
possess significance under Criterion C.  
   
Criterion D
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 57
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 58

Highway Location:

Counties: Jefferson
Length (Miles): 5.526

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

No Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms for previously recorded segments of this highway were identified in 
Compass.    

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

058A From U.S. 6-G and 93-A West of Golden East To a Direct Connection Flyover onto I 70-A in 
Wheat Ridge

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

None No previously recorded 
segments are found on or 
adjacent to this highway

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 58

Historical Data:

SH 58 is a 5.5-mile expressway, known as the Golden Freeway, that connects Interstate(I)-70 in Wheat Ridge to US 
6 through Clear Creek Canyon and SH 93 between Golden and Boulder. The current highway, built from 1971 to 
1973, is a freeway connection between I-70 at Youngfield, the Coors Brewery, and the northwest side of Golden, and 
it does not represent the historic highway that once connected Black Hawk, Golden, and west Denver along 44th 
Avenue, terminating at Federal Boulevard. In both Denver and Jefferson counties, 44th Avenue is co-signed as 
County Road 58, representing the location of the former state highway in the metro area. Before it became a state 
highway, the route was designated the Wigginton North Golden Road, one of several routes between Denver and 
Golden, and the northernmost route that roughly followed 44th Avenue (Scott 1999). The former path of SH 58 west 
of Golden is now carried by Jefferson County Road 70.  SH 46 through Golden Gate Canyon State Park, and part of 
SH 119 that connects Central City and Black Hawk. 

Matthew Salek notes that by 1954, the Colorado Highway Department turned all of SH 58 west of Golden back to 
Jefferson County, leaving only the section along 44th Avenue from Golden to Federal Boulevard as SH 58. By 1963, 
the east end was Sheridan Boulevard, and by 1967, the east end was Wadsworth Boulevard. The highway used to 
run through Golden on 10th Street to connect with SH 93, but this alignment changed to 7th Street between US 6 and 
Ford Street in 1971. The freeway extended past the Coors Brewing Company to the highway’s current eastern 
terminus, I-70, in 1973. The construction and right-of-way took houses along seven blocks of 7th Street in Golden, 
but east of Golden the route required less property in an undeveloped area on either side of West 44th Avenue, 
which was left intact. The relevant historic themes include post-World War II growth of the northwest part of the metro 
area. There have been changes to the east and west connections of the highway with the redesign of SH 93 in 1992 
and realignment of the interchange at I-70 in 2008. 

A review of sources did not reveal that this route represents important road engineering achievements, or that it 
served to provide an important connection to markets or facilitated development related to the growth of the 
northwestern Denver metropolitan area. It is a limited access, multiple lane, divided highway/freeway connecting 
Wheat Ridge and Golden. Freeways are one of the property subtypes identified in the Colorado State Roads and 
Highways MPS (Autobee and Dobson-Brown 2003: F10-11).

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 58

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 58

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 58 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS and is a limited access, 
multiple lane freeway property subtype, one of the properties identified in the 2003 MPS.

Criterion A 
As an Engineered Route, SH 58 does not possess significance under Criterion A. Research failed to indicate this 
highway has a direct association with a historical theme important in Colorado history, or that it represents an early 
or prominent road construction project of the Colorado Highway Department, or the connections it provides inform 
any subsequent highway improvements. The original highway that connected Black Hawk, Golden, and Denver is 
not represented by the current configuration of SH 58, which is essentially a 1970s freeway between I-70, SH 93, 
and US 6 on the northwest edge of the Denver metropolitan area. As such, the highway is not yet fifty years old 
and it is not considered to be of exceptional importance to qualify under Criteria Consideration G.  The current 
highway is associated with the growth of communities such as Wheat Ridge and Golden. However, research failed 
to indicate this highway has a direct and important association with the development of this part of the metropolitan 
area after World War II. As such, the highway does not meet the 50 year guideline of the National Register and 
does not possess exceptional importance to meet Criterion Consideration G.  SH 58 does not possess significance 
under Criterion A.   

Criterion B 
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.  

Criterion C 
As a representative example, a state highway that exhibits physical features indicative of an important type or 
subtype identified in the MPS reflecting its original design or important variation may possess significance.   A state 
highway may also possess significance for particularly important engineering achievements or as an important 
example of a property type, in this case, the freeway subtype.  

This freeway is not considered to be an early or an important example of the freeway subtype. The MPS defines 
the general period of significance for freeways as beginning in 1941 with the West Sixth Avenue Freeway in Denver 
and Lakewood. By the late 1970s, the majority of the freeway system had been built in Colorado, yielding multiple 
examples of this property subtype. As a relatively recent freeway that is less than fifty years old, SH 058 must 
exhibit exceptional significance to be considered eligible for listing in the National Register under Criteria 
Consideration G. The research and literature review yielded no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or 
important engineering design or construction techniques that serve to distinguish this freeway from others of its 
type, and it does not appear to exhibit important engineering innovations or important later modifications.  The 
freeway’s design and construction appear to fall within the established standard practices of state highway design 
and construction of the time, and the freeway does not possess significance under Criterion C. 

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 58

Criterion D 
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 58

058.jpg
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 59

Highway Location:

Counties: Sedgwick, Phillips, Yuma, Washington, Kit Carson, Cheyenne
Length (Miles): 165.076

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

No Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms (forms) for previously recorded segments of this highway were 
identified in Compass.    

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

059A From U.S. 40-H in Kit Carson North To U.S. 36-D East of Cope

059B From U.S. 36-D at (CR F) west of Joes north via Yuma and Haxtun To U.S. 138-A at (CR 15) 
east of Sedgwick

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

None No previously recorded 
segments are found on or 
adjacent to this highway

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 59

Historical Data:

SH 59 is approximately 165 miles in length and is located on Colorado’s eastern plains.  The highway extends from 
the town of Sedgwick in Sedgwick County south through Phillips, Yuma, and Washington counties before terminating 
at Kit Carson in Cheyenne County.

Historically, the trails, highways, and rural roads that made up the transportation network in eastern Colorado 
facilitated travel through this sparsely-populated region and also made possible the transfer and distribution of the 
region’s agricultural products.  Colorado’s eastern plains were traversed by several early prominent trails including 
the Oregon Trail, later renamed the Overland Trail, located between Julesburg and Wyoming via Fort Collins; the Old 
Cherokee Trail, a branch of the Santa Fe Trail in the southern part of the region; and the three branches of the 
Smoky Hill Trail that extended east from Kansas to Denver.  Settlement occurred along these trails and farms and 
ranches, established along the South Platte River and its tributaries, lead to the later development of water irrigation 
systems.  A number of railroads constructed through the region beginning in the 1860s eventually led to a decline in 
travel along these trails and opened up new markets within the state and beyond.  As a result, the region experienced 
further settlement, population growth, and agricultural development between approximately 1870 and 1890. (Carter 
and Mehls 1984: 34-36, 41-43, 63-65) SH 59 is not associated with these early trails.

The popularity of the automobile increased dramatically between 1900 and 1920 as a result of the Good Roads 
Movement and the establishment of the Colorado Highway Commission that expanded the state’s highway network.  
The development of the first state highways included major routes providing connection between population centers 
and agricultural areas.  In addition, smaller communities increasingly saw the benefits of highway access, which led 
to further highway construction along less traveled routes and alignments in the 1920s and 1930s, especially north-
south routes to connect to more prominent regional east-west routes.  US 40 was the major east-west transportation 
corridor across the eastern plains.  Other corridors included Interstate Highways 70 and 76, SH 34 and 36 as well as 
less prominent highways that served as local connector roads.  (Carter and Mehls 1984: 118)  
  
A 1919 state highway map indicates that the present-day route SH 59 was part of a longer route that extended north 
from the Oklahoma border through the communities of Lamar, Eads, Kit Carson, Yuma, and others.  Historic state 
highway maps indicate that SH 59 was designated by 1926 along this route.  The section south of Kit Carson was re-
designated U.S. Highway (US) 287 in 1940.  Several sections of the route were turned back between the 1950s and 
1970s but the continuous present-day route between Sedgewick and US 40 in Kit Carson was in place by the 
mid-1990s.  SH 59 was developed as one of several rural regional connector roads providing access to other more 
prominent routes that extended across the eastern plains.  State highways, farm-to-market roads, and small local 
connector roads served to link more remote areas with major regional transportation corridors, towns, and cities; 
however, research and review of historic mapping does not indicate that this highway provided direct access to 
destinations related to important historic themes such as industry, agriculture, or commerce.                           

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 59

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 59

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 59 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A
Research did not indicate that this highway is an example of an early or prominent project by the Colorado Highway 
Department (CHD) or was built or improved as part of a federal work relief project.  Present-day SH 59 extends 
through small towns and sparsely populated area on the eastern plains of Colorado that characterized by ranching 
and agriculture.  Historically, SH 59 served to provide connections to other state roads, county roads, and local and 
rural regional destinations.  The highway did not function as a main transportation route for providing direct 
connectivity as a farm-to-market road between an important agricultural region and its market.  As such, it does not 
possess significance under Criterion A.   

Criterion B
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.

Criterion C
This highway is not considered to be an early or prominent project of the CHD.  Research and literature review 
yielded no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering design or construction techniques 
that serve to distinguish this highway from other roads and does not appear to exhibit important engineering 
innovations or important later modifications.  The highway’s design and construction appear to fall within the 
established standard practices of state highway design and construction of the time and the highway does not 
possess significance under Criterion C.  
   
Criterion D
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 59

059.jpg
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 60

Highway Location:

Counties: Larimer, Weld
Length (Miles): 19.242

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms (forms) for previously recorded segments of this highway includes 
5WL5037.1.  This site form is available in Compass and includes SH 60.  This highway was previously documented in 
2005 with an official not eligibility determination in Compass.   

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

060A From U.S. U.S. 287C at (CR 14) at Campion east To I 25-A frontage Rd Begin (CR 14) in 
Johnstown

060B From the East Side Ramps at I 25A at (CR 48) east via Johnstown and Milliken and south To 
U.S. 85-C north of Platteville

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

5MN.6047 Field eligible 2/8/2002 US HIGHWAY 550

5WL.5037.1 Officially not eligible>Field 
not eligible

11/25/2005>11/08/2005 STATE HIGHWAY 60

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway

Mead & Hunt, Inc./Dill Historians LLC State Highway (SH) 60 - Page 1

*Information based on data from Compass provided by OAHP



Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 60

Historical Data:

SH 60 is approximately 19 miles long and extends east from U.S. Highway (US) 287 through Milliken before turning 
south and terminating at US 85.  

Historically, the trails, highways, and rural roads that made up the transportation network in eastern Colorado 
facilitated travel through this sparsely-populated region and also made possible the transfer and distribution of the 
region’s agricultural products.  Colorado’s eastern plains were traversed by several early prominent trails including 
the Oregon Trail, later renamed the Overland Trail, located between Julesburg and Wyoming via Fort Collins; the Old 
Cherokee Trail, a branch of the Santa Fe Trail in the southern part of the region; and the three branches of the 
Smoky Hill Trail that extended east from Kansas to Denver.  Settlement occurred along these trails and farms and 
ranches, established along the South Platte River and its tributaries, lead to the later development of water irrigation 
systems.  A number of railroads constructed through the region beginning in the 1860s eventually led to a decline in 
travel along these trails and opened up new markets within the state and beyond.  As a result, the region experienced 
further settlement, population growth, and agricultural development between approximately 1870 and 1890. (Carter 
and Mehls 1984: 34-36, 41-43, 63-65) SH 60 is not associated with these early trails.

The popularity of the automobile increased dramatically between 1900 and 1920 as a result of the Good Roads 
Movement and the establishment of the Colorado Highway Commission that expanded the state’s highway network.  
The development of the first state highways included major routes providing connection between population centers 
and agricultural areas.  In addition, smaller communities increasingly saw the benefits of highway access, which led 
to further highway construction along less traveled routes and alignments in the 1920s and 1930s, especially north-
south routes to connect to more prominent regional east-west routes.  US 40 was the major east-west transportation 
corridor across the eastern plains.  Other corridors included Interstate Highways 70 and 76, SH 34 and 36 as well as 
less prominent highways that served as local connector roads between common destinations and routine services.  
(Carter and Mehls 1984: 118)  

Historic state highway maps indicate that a road along this general corridor existed as early as 1916 but with a 
different alignment.  SH 60 was designated a state highway by 1926 and paved by the mid-1940s.  Construction of 
Interstate 25 was completed within the area in the early 1960s and crisscrossed a western portion of the alignment of 
SH 60.   SH 60 is one of many short rural regional connector roads developed to access more prominent routes that 
connect to urban centers along the front range.  State highways, farm-to-market roads, and small local connector 
roads served to link more remote areas with major regional transportation corridors, towns, and cities; however, 
research and review of historic mapping does not indicate that this highway provided direct access to destinations 
related to important historic themes such as industry, agriculture, or commerce.                        

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 60

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 60

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 60 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A
Research did not indicate that this highway is an example of an early or prominent project by the Colorado Highway 
Department (CHD) or was built or improved as part of a federal relief project.  Present-day SH 60 is one of many 
local connector roads in the local area that connects Milliken to other more prominent transportation corridors.  
Historically, SH 60 served to provide connections to other state roads, county roads, and local and rural regional 
destinations.  The highway did not function as a main transportation route for providing direct connectivity as a 
farm-to-market road between an important agricultural region and its market.  As such, it does not possess 
significance under Criterion A.     

Criterion B
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.

Criterion C
This highway is not considered to be an early or prominent project of the CHD.  Research and literature review 
yielded no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering design or construction techniques 
that serve to distinguish this highway from other roads and does not appear to exhibit important engineering 
innovations or important later modifications.  The highway’s design and construction appear to fall within the 
established standard practices of state highway design and construction of the time and the highway does not 
possess significance under Criterion C.  
   
Criterion D
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 60

060.jpg

Mead & Hunt, Inc./Dill Historians LLC State Highway (SH) 60 - Page 5

*Information based on data from Compass provided by OAHP



Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 61

Highway Location:

Counties: Logan, Washington
Length (Miles): 40.737

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

No Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms for previously recorded segments of this highway were identified in 
Compass. 

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

061A From U.S. 34-B at (CR RR) in Otis north To SH 6-5 in Sterling

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

None

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 61

Historical Data:

SH 61 extends for approximately 41 miles from the junction with U.S. Highway (US) 34 in Otis in Washington County 
north to the junction of US 6 in Sterling, Logan County.

Historic state highway maps show the route in 1916. By 1924 the route was designated as State Highway 61 and 
extended from US 36 west of Cope, north to Otis, and northwest via Kelly, (west of the current alignment) to the 
junction of SH 14/US 38 east of Sterling.  By 1930, the alignment of US 38 had changed and the route ended at  SH 
154.  By 1940, the alignment changed south of Sterling to the current alignment, no longer passing through Kelly.  By 
1954, the portion of SH 154 to Sterling was renumbered SH 61 and the southern segment was shortened, ending at 
Otis and US 34.  The current alignment was entirely paved by 1957 (Salek).  

Northeastern Colorado is within the physiographic province of the Great Plains, and more specifically, the area 
known as the High Plains. The terrain is relatively flat, with gentle hills and shallow waterways, and the climate is 
semiarid, with low levels of moisture. There are few trees and the region is known for weather extremes. The South 
Platte River and its tributaries is the primary source of water and the lifeline for communities in northeastern 
Colorado. The river has guided travelers for millennia, starting with trails used by Native Americans, trappers, and 
explorers. Beginning in 1858, after the discovery of gold at the confluence of Cherry Creek and the South Platte 
River--today’s Denver--the South Platte River Trail guided the majority of travelers to the gold camps and support 
towns. The trail began at the confluence of the North Platte and South Platte in North Platte, Nebraska, as a branch 
of the Overland or Oregon Trail. The transcontinental railroad also followed the river in 1881 when the Union Pacific 
built its branch line to Denver. After 1910, with the establishment of the Colorado Highway Commission, the river 
dictated the paths of the region’s first major highways and bridges for river crossings.

Prior to the homestead era and the arrival of the railroad, the South Platte River valley was prime pastureland and 
ranchers took full advantage of the ability to run cattle freely for grazing. John Wesley Iliff and others amassed huge 
herds near the river in the 1860s and 1870s, buying key parcels and leasing state and federal lands in northeastern 
Colorado. The cattle were trailed to railheads in Cheyenne or Denver before 1881, and after 1881, the railroad towns 
of Brush, Iliff, Sterling, and Julesburg became busy freight shipping points. Farmers formed cooperatives to build 
major irrigation systems based on priority water rights from the South Platte. Greeley was one center of activity where 
irrigation canals and storage reservoirs significantly increased the acreage for agriculture. Prior to these systems, 
crop raising was limited to fields in river and creek bottoms but irrigation made it possible for farmers to plant crops in 
fields on higher benches further from the river. Fifty miles east of Greeley, Fort Morgan became the center of several 
irrigation systems that radiated to outlying farms and ranches, as did Sterling, another forty miles downstream 
(Wyckoff 1999: 164).

The region has always had a relatively sparse population. Larger towns such as Greeley, Fort Morgan and Sterling 
settled on the river, connected to the smaller towns of Ovid, Sedgwick, Crook, Iliff, Atwood, and Merino. Major 
irrigated crops included corn and feed crops for animals. Sugar beets became a prominent crop after 1910 in Weld, 
Morgan, and Logan counties. The Great Western Sugar Company built ten processing factories in the South Platte 
River valley at Loveland, Greeley, Eaton, Fort Collins, Windsor, Longmont, Sterling, Brush, Fort Morgan, and Ovid. 
The raising and processing of sugar beets also brought large numbers of field workers from other countries to the 
region, including Germans from Russia, Japanese, and Mexicans. While irrigated farming is possible near the river 
and in fields that have water rights to the underground Ogallala aquifer, dryland farming supported farms and ranches 
north of the river near the small communities of Peetz, Stoneham, Briggsdale and Keota. Major dryland crops include 
winter wheat, sorghum, milo, alfalfa, and field peas (Webb 1931: 373).

When the route was shortened to its current length in the mid-1950s, it no longer provided a connection between US 
36 and Sterling.  However, the route continued to provide a connection between Sterling and Otis and US 34.  SH 61 
could be described as a farm-to-market route.  It follows section lines and exhibits the trademark zig-zag signature of 
farm to market routes.  When the route was realigned by 1940, most of the zig-zags were removed except the jog 
south of Kelly. The zig-zag was straightened with a curve along section lines after 1964.  The route connects to US 6 
at Sterling.  Sterling was a large agricultural and beef processing center with connections to the Chicago, Burlington 
and Quincy Railroad and the Union Pacific Railroad.  Sterling also provided access to busier transportation corridors 
across the eastern plains such as US 138, I-76 and US 6.  

SH 61 served as a north-south connector road to these prominent routes in Colorado’s eastern plains.  Research 
indicates that this highway provided an important and direct link to destinations related to historic themes such as 
industry, agriculture, or commerce within the greater context of eastern Colorado.  
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 61

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 61

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 61

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

State Highway 61 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A
State Highway 61 served as a farm-to-market route and connected Sterling, a larger agricultural processing center, 
and Otis, a small farm town, to the Chicago, Burlington and Quincy Railroad and the Union Pacific Railroad in the 
agricultural region of northeastern Colorado. It is significant as a farm-to-market road and an early example of a 
Colorado Highway Department project based on its completion by 1916.  As such, it is significant under Criterion A 
in the area of Transportation at the local level. 

Criterion B 
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.  

Criterion C 
Although this highway is an early project of the Colorado Highway Department, research and literature review 
yielded no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering design or construction techniques 
that serve to distinguish this highway from other roads and does not appear to exhibit important engineering 
innovations or important later modifications.  The highway’s design and construction appear to fall within the 
established standard practices of state highway design and construction of the time and the highway does not 
possess significance under Criterion C.  

Criterion D 
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 61
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 62

Highway Location:

Counties: San Miguel, Ouray
Length (Miles): 23.313

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

No Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms (forms) for previously recorded segments of this highway were 
identified in Compass.  

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

062A From SH 145-A at Placerville northeast via Dallas Divide to To U.S. 550-B at Ridgway

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

None No previously recorded 
segments are found on or 
adjacent to this highway

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 62

Historical Data:

SH 62 is approximately 23 miles long and extends northeast from SH 145 at Placerville to the junction with U.S. 
Highway (US) 550 east of Ridgeway.  Southwestern Colorado is a mountainous region that owes much of its history 
to mining.  The earliest transportation corridors in southwest Colorado were wagon roads that often followed trails 
established by Native Americans, explorers, fur trappers, and traders.  The Colorado Gold Rush of 1859 brought an 
influx of people to Colorado’s southwestern region in search of fortune and led to the establishment of mining camps 
through the area to supply activities at the mines and those working in the mines.  Towns like Silverton, Placerville, 
and Ouray began as mining camps and supply centers for mining districts.  Ouray was established in 1875 and 
boomed throughout the 1880s after silver deposits were discovered in nearby hills.  Other towns like Mineral Point 
and Capital City served specific mines instead of larger mining areas.  Gold, silver, lead, and zinc were mined at 
various periods throughout the region (Colorado State Planning Commission 1941; 141; Ubbelohde et al 2006; 
175-177). 

The area west of Ridgeway is characterized by rolling hills and expanses of grassland between surrounding 
mountains on the way to Placerville.  Founded as a mining camp, Placerville later became an important shipping 
point for livestock and by the 1940s was an important loading point in this region (Ubbelohde, Benson, and Smith 
2006; 175-177; Wyckoff 1999; 53, Colorado State Planning Commission 1941; 423-425).   Early roads in the region 
were often built to serve and connect mining camps with nearby mining districts and communities for the movement 
of people and the transfer of commercial and agricultural goods.  The sometimes narrow and rocky canyons 
combined with the altitude of this mountainous region made road building expensive, dangerous, and difficult.  To 
help finance road construction, toll roads were common in the late nineteenth century prior to the establishment of the 
Colorado Highway Department.  Local residents would often pool resources to build roads. Other roads were 
financed by wealthy individuals such as Otto Mears, an important figure in the history of road-building in 
southwestern Colorado.  Mears constructed early toll roads between Saguache and Lake City, over Poncha Pass, 
and between Ouray and Silverton.  His influence on road-building in southwestern Colorado is best represented by 
the construction of the Million Dollar Highway, current US 550, which reflects early and bold efforts to establish roads 
in the region employing innovative engineering to meet the challenges of the terrain and altitude.  Examples of other 
roads that reflect notable early road-building efforts to traverse mountains areas of the state, such early crossings of 
the continental divide, include SH 9, 17, 84, 160, and 389 among others.  (Ubbelohde et al 2006; 175-177; Wyckoff 
1999; 53-54).   Research and literature review did not indicate that the highway was associated with an important 
early trail or mining in an important way.
  
The Good Roads Movement and founding of the Colorado Highway Department in the first decades of the twentieth 
century led to the establishment of a highway network throughout the region and state (Carter and Mehls 1984: 
138-141).  Historic state highway maps indicate a road along the general corridor of present-day SH 62 with the 
same termini was in place by 1916.  The road was designated SH 62 by 1926.  Historic highway maps indicate that 
the highway did not undergo any major realignments since its initial designation.  The majority of the route was paved 
by 1949 and completely paved by 1954.       

Road building in mountainous areas addressed challenging terrain and high altitude passes; however, no information 
was found to indicate the design, engineering, or construction of this highway differed from other roads in the region.  
This road was one of many that functioned to supply and support towns and area industries by providing links to 
regional transportation corridors, towns, and cities.  Research, literature review, and historic mapping does not 
indicate that this highway provided direct access to destinations related to important historic themes.  SH 62 
historically comprised one component of the overall transportation network by linking other highways and providing 
access to local destinations.    

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 62

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 62

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 62 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A
The road corridor that eventually became SH 62 was constructed by 1916, just a few years after the establishment 
of the Colorado Highway Department (CHD), but research neither indicates this highway was a prominent project 
completed by the CHD nor that the highway connected destinations related to important historic themes.  No 
evidence suggests that the route was built or improved as part of a Depression-era federal relief program.  
Although SH 62 terminates at Placerville, which developed into a livestock shipping point toward the mid-twentieth-
century, no evidence suggests that this road served as an important farm-to-market road or was pivotal in the 
transfer of agricultural goods or livestock within the region.  In addition, research did not indicate that the road has 
an important association to mining or other industries that distinguishes it from other roads in the region.  This road 
does not possess significance under Criterion A.         

Criterion B
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.

Criterion C
Research and literature review yielded no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering 
techniques that serve to distinguish this highway from other roads within mountainous areas of the state.  The 
highway’s design and construction appear to have utilized techniques common to other roads in mountainous 
areas.  Overall this highway appears to reflect the standard types of design and construction practices and it does 
not appear to possess significance under Criterion C.   

Criterion D
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 62
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 63

Highway Location:

Counties: Washington, Logan
Length (Miles): 56.481

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

No Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms (forms) for previously recorded segments of this highway were 
identified in Compass.   

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

063A From U.S. 36D at Anton north via Akron To U.S. 6J in Atwood at (Front Ave)

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

None No previously recorded 
segments are found on or 
adjacent to this highway

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway

Mead & Hunt, Inc./Dill Historians LLC State Highway (SH) 63 - Page 1

*Information based on data from Compass provided by OAHP



Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 63

Historical Data:

SH 63 is approximately 57 miles in length and extends through an agricultural region on Colorado’s eastern plains 
from U.S. Highway (US) 6 in Atwood, south through Akron, to US 36 in the small community of Anton.  The route 
once extended much further and was substantially shortened -almost half of its length- in the mid-1950s.

Historically, the trails, highways, and rural roads that made up the transportation network in eastern Colorado 
facilitated travel through this sparsely-populated region and also made possible the transfer and distribution of the 
region’s agricultural products.  Colorado’s eastern plains were traversed by several early prominent trails including 
the Oregon Trail, later renamed the Overland Trail, located between Julesburg and Wyoming via Fort Collins; the Old 
Cherokee Trail, a branch of the Santa Fe Trail in the southern part of the region; and the three branches of the 
Smoky Hill Trail that extended east from Kansas to Denver.  Settlement occurred along these trails and farms and 
ranches, established along the South Platte River and its tributaries, lead to the later development of water irrigation 
systems.  A number of railroads constructed through the region beginning in the 1860s eventually led to a decline in 
travel along these trails and opened up new markets within the state and beyond.  As a result, the region experienced 
further settlement, population growth, and agricultural development between approximately 1870 and 1890. (Carter 
and Mehls 1984: 34-36, 41-43, 63-65) SH 63 is not associated with these early trails.

The popularity of the automobile increased dramatically between 1900 and 1920 as a result of the Good Roads 
Movement and the establishment of the Colorado Highway Commission that expanded the state’s highway network.  
The development of the first state highways included major routes providing connection between population centers 
and agricultural areas.  In addition, smaller communities increasingly saw the benefits of highway access, which led 
to further highway construction along less traveled routes and alignments in the 1920s and 1930s, especially north-
south routes to connect to more prominent regional east-west routes.  US 40 was the major east-west transportation 
corridor across the eastern plains.  Other corridors included Interstate Highways 70 and 76, SH 34 and 36 as well as 
less prominent highways that served as local connector roads between common destinations and routine services.  
(Carter and Mehls 1984: 118)  

Historic state highway maps indicate a portion of SH 63 south of Akron was in place by 1916 and by 1919 a roadway 
extended further north to Atwood.  The route was paved by 1924.  SH 63 was designated a state highway by 1926 
and its route extended further south to Haswell in Kiowa County, which is not part of the present alignment.  When 
the route was shortened to its current length in the mid-1950s, it no longer provided a connection between Haswell 
and Atwood.  SH 63 is one of several rural regional connector roads providing access to other more prominent routes 
that extended across the eastern plains.  State highways, farm-to-market roads, and small local connector roads 
served to link more remote areas with the major regional transportation corridors, towns, and cities.  SH 63 served as 
one of several north-south connector roads within Colorado’s eastern plains.  Research and review of historic 
mapping does not indicate that this highway provided an important and direct link to destinations related to historic 
themes such as industry, agriculture, or commerce within the greater context of eastern Colorado.  

Historically, SH 63 was one of several north-south highways on the eastern plains that connected to more prominent 
east-west routes; it was the east-west routes that provided the direct link to major commercial centers located to the 
west.  Some of the other north-south highways in the region included State Highways 61, 59, and 385.  State 
highways, farm-to-market roads, and small local connector roads like SH 63 typically served to link more remote 
areas with major regional transportation corridors, towns, and cities, but research and review of historic mapping 
indicates this highway had no important association to historic themes within the state and region nor did it provide 
direct access to destinations associated with important trends or events.  

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 63

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 63

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 63 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A
Research did not indicate that this highway is an example of an early or prominent project by the Colorado Highway 
Department (CHD) or was built or improved as part of a federal work relief project.  Present-day SH 63 extends 
through a sparsely populated area on the eastern plains of Colorado that is characterized by ranching and 
agriculture.  Historically, SH 63 served to provide connections to other state roads, county roads, and local and 
rural regional destinations.  The highway did not function as a main transportation route for providing direct 
connectivity as a farm-to-market road between an important agricultural region and its market.  As such, it does not 
possess significance under Criterion A.     

Criterion B
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.

Criterion C
This highway is not considered to be an early or prominent project of the CHD.  Research and literature review 
yielded no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering design or construction techniques 
that serve to distinguish this highway from other roads and does not appear to exhibit important engineering 
innovations or important later modifications.  The highway’s design and construction appear to fall within the 
established standard practices of state highway design and construction of the time and the highway does not 
possess significance under Criterion C.  
   
Criterion D
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 63
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 64

Highway Location:

Counties: Moffat, Rio Blanco
Length (Miles): 73.135

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms (forms) for previously recorded segments of this highway listed above 
and available in Compass include the discussion of the Old Stage Road-Rangely to Meeker Road that pre-dated an 
automobile highway in the general area of SH 64.  All three segments listed above as 5RB.3077 support the eligibility 
of the entire resource and provide good historical background on the historic wagon route.

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

064A From U.S. 40-A in Dinosaur Southeast via Rangely To SH 13-A southwest of Meeker

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

5RB.3077.1 106 - Officially eligible>Field 
eligible>Field needs data

10/17/1990>8/2000>08/2
1/1990

OLD STAGE ROAD, OLD BERTHOUD 
ROAD

5RB.3077.4 Supports eligibility of entire 
linear resource>Field not 
eligible

10/15/2012>07/24/2012 OLD STAGE ROAD - OLD BERTHOUD 
ROAD, RANGELY TO MEEKER ROAD - 
SEGMENT

5RB.3077.5 Supports eligibility of entire 
linear resource>Field eligible

03/29/2013>12/02/2012 OLD STAGE ROAD - OLD BERTHOUD 
ROAD - RANGELY TO MEEKER ROAD - 
HIGHWAY 64 - SEGMENT

5RB.5151.2 Does not support eligibility of 
entire linear resource>Field 
not eligible

10/15/2012>07/24/2012 YELLOW CREEK ROAD - SEGMENT

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 64

Historical Data:

SH 64 currently travels from the town of Dinosaur, Colorado at the junction with U.S. Highway (US) 40 and travels 
southeast to the town of Rangely.  From Rangely, SH 64 travels east to the junction of SH 13 just west of the town of 
Meeker, in Rio Blanco County. The length of the entire route is 73.7 miles. 

The Old Stage Road-Rangely to Meeker Road pre-dated the current alignment of SH 64.  Although SH 64 was not 
built directly on the previous road, the highway developed along the general alignment of the historic stage route. It is 
assumed that this trail and historic stage route followed earlier Native American trails since the area was occupied by 
the Ute Indians before white settlement in the 1860s (Athearn, 1982: 3).  According to site form 5RB.3077.4, the 
stage road existed as early as 1884 on GLO maps as a “trail”  following the White River from Meeker to Rangely.  By 
1908, historic BLM maps show the route as the “Rangely to Meeker Road”.  On the 1916 state highway map, the 
route is signed as State Primary Road No 42. By 1924, the route is designated as SH 64, extending from Meeker to 
Rangely and then northwest to Utah. The western end of the route did not end at US 40 at Dinosaur until 1942.  
There was a small spur added southeast of Meeker in 1939, however, this spur did not remain as part of the highway 
and disappears from maps after 1954 (Salek).  The route between Rangely and Meeker was paved between 1947 
and 1948. According to a review of ROW plans for this highway in OTIS, no work relief programs were associated 
with the road in the 1930s or 1940s. The entire route was paved by 1955.

The westernmost third of Colorado is dominated by the Colorado Plateau, which stretches from western Colorado 
into eastern Utah, northern Arizona, and northwestern New Mexico. The Colorado Plateau is a high desert with 
scattered forests and mesas (or tablelands), including the forested Flat Tops and Grand Mesa, the desert buttes of 
the Bookcliffs and Roan Plateau, and the juniper studded canyons and red sandstone formations that include 
Colorado National Monument. The region is also characterized by broad swaths of federally-owned land managed by 
the Bureau of Land Management and the U.S. Forest Service (Routt National Forest, Flat Tops Wilderness, and 
Grand Mesa National Forest), with lesser amounts belonging to the National Park Service (Colorado National 
Monument and Dinosaur National Monument). 

Before the establishment of Colorado Territory in 1861, this area was part of Utah Territory (1854), reinforcing the 
physical connection between western Colorado and eastern Utah. Similarly, the land in the northwestern part of 
Colorado resembles southwestern Wyoming and there are strong economic and social connections as ranchers from 
southern Wyoming often owned land in northern Colorado, and vice versa. The Colorado River and its major 
tributaries, including the Colorado (Grand), Uncompahgre, and Gunnison are the major sources of water. Up north, 
the Yampa and White rivers feed into the Green River before it joins the Colorado in Utah and are the lifelines of the 
region. As with other parts of the arid state, the rivers dictated the location of settlements, railroads, agriculture, and 
the state’s roads. 

After the Utes were removed in 1880 to reservations in Utah (leaving only two small Ute reservations in the extreme 
southwest corner of Colorado), the railroads quickly mobilized to provide transportation and economic opportunity for 
farmers, ranchers, and other businesses. The Denver & Rio Grande Railroad built the first lines into the San Juan, 
Gunnison, and Colorado (Grand) River valleys between 1881 to 1883 and helped develop the towns of Grand 
Junction, Montrose, and Delta, among others. The railroad to Steamboat Springs and Craig was slower to develop, 
however, given the isolation of the area and issues with winter travel. David Moffat’s Denver, Northwestern & Pacific 
Railroad entered Steamboat in 1909. After Moffat’s death in 1911, the railroad was bought by the Denver and Salt 
Lake, and it continued to its termination point to Craig in 1913. The railroad stimulated the development of coal 
mining in the Yampa River Valley which required a reliable source of freight transportation. 

Agriculture in the Grand and Gunnison river valleys started with experimentation on the best crops suited for the 
environment. Farmers in the early 1880s discovered the river valleys ideal for fruit growing due to the lower 
elevations, long growing seasons, and potential for large irrigation systems such as the Grand Valley Canal on the 
north side of the Colorado in the 1890s.  The fruit growing region stretched from Fruita, Grand Junction, and Palisade 
along the Colorado River to Delta, Hotchkiss, and Paonia on the North Fork of the Gunnison. Peaches thrived near 
Palisade, while apples and pears did well near Cedaredge and areas of Hotchkiss and Paonia.  Farmers also had 
success with sugar beets, corn, wheat, barley, millets, and potatoes (Wyckoff, 1999: 227-231). Settlements clustered 
near river bottoms at Parachute, Rifle, Meeker, Steamboat Springs, and Craig, where large ranches grazed cattle 
and sheep on higher benches above the river bottoms, much of it leased from the federal government for grazing. 
Brown’s Hole, in the far northwest corner of the state, shared borders with Utah and Wyoming and was known as a 
good winter range for large cattle herds from Wyoming (Wyckoff, 1999: 244). 
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 64

In northwest Colorado, energy-related resources such as coal, oil shale, oil, and natural gas have been important to 
the economy of the region since the late 1880s although the industry was slow to develop along the Yampa until 
railroad lines provided transportation after 1909. Coal deposits are located in the Yampa Valley west and south of 
Steamboat Springs, the Danforth Hills northwest of Meeker, and the Grand Hogback (near New Castle) north of 
Glenwood Springs. Oil and gas are found near Rangely and Craig, and oil shale has been a boom and bust 
commodity in the Pieance Basin, northeast of Grand Junction, since the turn of the twentieth century. While trains are 
still used to haul coal through the area, trucks became increasingly more important to the industry after World War II 
and the improvement of the area’s highways.  

SH 64 connects the towns of Rangely and Meeker to US 40. The route follows the White River between the towns 
and has been associated with farms and ranches.  First inhabited by the Ute Indians, the area was settled by white 
settlers after the Brunot Treaty in 1873, which established the Ute Reservation on the White River near Meeker, 
Colorado.  In 1879 the Ute Indians rebelled against agent Nathan C. Meeker’s efforts to “civilize” them, killing eleven 
residents, including Meeker.  By 1881, the Utes were subsequently removed from Colorado and the town of Meeker 
was founded in 1885 (form 5RB.3077.4).  The town of Meeker is known for ranching and open range land and its 
access to hunting and recreational activities (Meeker Chamber website).  Rangely was founded after the removal of 
the Ute Indians in the early 1880s. Rangely is best known for its oil explorations.  Early oil discoveries in 1902 
produced a short boom until the 1920s, but post World War II demand for oil drove the development and settlement 
of the area (Rangely Chamber; Athearn 1982: 104).  Dinosaur was first named Sand Springs and then Artesia when 
it incorporated in 1947.  It changed its name to Dinosaur in 1966 in connection with Dinosaur National Monument 
located nearby. Dinosaur National Monument was established in 1915 after the discovery of dinosaur fossils and to 
protect the surrounding canyons.  

SH 64 provides a connection to US 40.  Although this connection occurred after 1942, it provided ranchers and 
residents with direct access to a wider transportation network. Before SH 64, stage routes provided the only 
transportation for settlers, ranchers and explorers (Athearn 1982: 107).  The construction of SH 64 opened up 
previously inaccessible area in northwestern Colorado and provided a direct connection between the communities of 
Rangely and Meeker, connecting them to Utah and eventually, US 40.  

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 64

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 64

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 64 is classified as a Cultural and Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS and has 
significance in the area of transportation.  

Criterion A
SH 64 was a Cultural Route according to the property types in the MPS because it is in the same general location 
as a trail that was used by Native Americans and was an early stage route before becoming a state highway. As an 
Engineered Route, SH 64  is an early project of the Colorado Highway Department (CHD) and helped open up 
previously inaccessible areas of northwestern Colorado and provided a direct connection for the towns of Rangely 
and Meeker to a larger transportation corridor of US 40. SH 64 provided cattle ranchers and the oil and gas 
industry direct access to markets.  As such, SH 64 possesses significance under Criterion A in the area of 
Transportation as both a Cultural Route and Engineered Route at the local level.

Criterion B 
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.  

Criterion C
Although State Highway 64 is an early project of the CHD, research and literature review yielded no evidence to 
indicate the use of innovative or important engineering design or construction techniques that serve to distinguish 
this highway from other roads and does not appear to exhibit important engineering innovations or important later 
modifications.  The highway’s design and construction appear to fall within the established standard practices of 
state highway design and construction of the time and the highway does not possess significance under Criterion 
C.  

Criterion D 
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 64
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 65

Highway Location:

Counties: Mesa, Delta
Length (Miles): 61.17

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

No Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms for previously recorded segments of this highway were identified in 
Compass.

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

065A From SH 92-A east of Delta north via Cedaredge and Grand Mesa To North Side Ramps a I-
70A Northeast of Palisade

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 65

Historical Data:

SH 65 begins at the junction of SH 92 in Delta County, east of Delta and travels north through the town of Cedaredge 
ascending the Grand Mesa, before descending into the Plateau Valley in Mesa County and traveling through the 
town of Mesa, then heading west to the junction of Interstate(I)-70 near Plateau Creek.  The entire distance is 61.37 
miles.

SH 65 appears on the 1916 state travel map as State Primary Route No. 65 with the route extending from Cedaredge 
to Collbran, however, not on the current alignment.  The segment of the route from Mesa towards Plateau Creek was 
designated State Primary Route No. 11.  This portion of the route was built with convict labor in beginning in 1914 
(Colorado Biennial 1914: 13) . In 1921 the Highway Department approved money to improve and widen the route 
from Delta to Alexander Lakes on top of the Grand Mesa.  The entire route to Mesa was completed in 1926 
(Colorado Highways March 1926: 6).  Starting in 1930, state travel maps show the current alignment with the route 
ending in Mesa, west of Collbran and then traveling west through the Plateau Valley to US 24/6 (current I-70).  The 
segment of SH 65 from Collbran to Mesa was signed as SH 65 until 1939 when it was numbered SH 330.  CDOT 
records show improvements were made to the route including widening and new drainage in the mid 1950s and 
paving was completed by the mid 1960s (Salek).  The route was designated a State Scenic and Historic Byway in 
1991.

The westernmost third of Colorado is dominated by the Colorado Plateau, which stretches from western Colorado 
into eastern Utah, northern Arizona, and northwestern New Mexico. The Colorado Plateau is a high desert with 
scattered forests and mesas (or tablelands), including the forested Flat Tops and Grand Mesa, the desert buttes of 
the Bookcliffs and Roan Plateau, and the juniper studded canyons and red sandstone formations that include 
Colorado National Monument. The region is also characterized by broad swaths of federally-owned land managed by 
the Bureau of Land Management and the US Forest Service (Routt National Forest, Flat Tops Wilderness, and Grand 
Mesa National Forest), with lesser amounts belonging to the National Park Service (Colorado National Monument 
and Dinosaur National Monument). 

Before the establishment of Colorado Territory in 1861, this area was part of Utah Territory (1854), reinforcing the 
physical connection between western Colorado and eastern Utah. Similarly, the land in the northwestern part of 
Colorado resembles southwestern Wyoming and there are strong economic and social connections as ranchers from 
southern Wyoming often owned land in northern Colorado, and vice versa. The Colorado River and its major 
tributaries, including the Colorado (Grand), Uncompahgre, and Gunnison are the major sources of water. Up north, 
the Yampa and White rivers feed into the Green River before it joins the Colorado in Utah and are the lifelines of the 
region. As with other parts of the arid state, the rivers dictated the location of settlements, railroads, agriculture, and 
the state’s roads. 

After the Utes were removed in 1880 to reservations in Utah (leaving only two small Ute reservations in the extreme 
southwest corner of Colorado), the railroads quickly mobilized to provide transportation and economic opportunity for 
farmers, ranchers, and other businesses. The Denver & Rio Grande Railroad built the first lines into the San Juan, 
Gunnison, and Colorado (Grand) River valleys between 1881 to 1883 and helped develop the towns of Grand 
Junction, Montrose, and Delta, among others. The railroad to Steamboat Springs and Craig was slower to develop, 
however, given the isolation of the area and issues with winter travel. David Moffat’s Denver, Northwestern & Pacific 
Railroad entered Steamboat in 1909. After Moffat’s death in 1911, the railroad was bought by the Denver and Salt 
Lake, and it continued to its termination point to Craig in 1913. The railroad stimulated the development of coal 
mining in the Yampa River Valley which required a reliable source of freight transportation.

Agriculture in the Grand and Gunnison river valleys started with experimentation on the best crops suited for the 
environment. Farmers in the early 1880s discovered the river valleys ideal for fruit growing due to the lower 
elevations, long growing seasons, and potential for large irrigation systems such as the Grand Valley Canal on the 
north side of the Colorado in the 1890s.  The fruit growing region stretched from Fruita, Grand Junction, and Palisade 
along the Colorado River to Delta, Hotchkiss, and Paonia on the North Fork of the Gunnison. Peaches thrived near 
Palisade, while apples and pears did well near Cedaredge and areas of Hotchkiss and Paonia.  Farmers also had 
success with sugar beets, corn, wheat, barley, millets, and potatoes (Wyckoff 1999: 227-231). Settlements clustered 
near river bottoms at Parachute, Rifle, Meeker, Steamboat Springs, and Craig, where large ranches grazed cattle 
and sheep on higher benches above the river bottoms, much of it leased from the federal government for grazing. 
Brown’s Hole, in the far northwest corner of the state, shared borders with Utah and Wyoming and was known as a 
good winter range for large cattle herds from Wyoming (Wyckoff 1999: 244). 
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 65

In northwest Colorado, energy-related resources such as coal, oil shale, oil, and natural gas have been important to 
the economy of the region since the late 1880s although the industry was slow to develop along the Yampa until 
railroad lines provided transportation after 1909. Coal deposits are located in the Yampa Valley west and south of 
Steamboat Springs, the Danforth Hills northwest of Meeker, and the Grand Hogback (near New Castle) north of 
Glenwood Springs. Oil and gas are found near Rangely and Craig, and oil shale has been a boom and bust 
commodity in the Pieance Basin, northeast of Grand Junction, since the turn of the twentieth century. While trains are 
still used to haul coal through the area, trucks became increasingly more important to the industry after World War II 
and the improvement of the area’s highways.  

SH 65 crosses the Grand Mesa and Grand Mesa National Forest.  When SH 65 was first proposed, the magazine 
Colorado Highways touted the connections to other scenic drives in the area such as the Ocean to Ocean route and 
Rainbow Route as well as opening access to the recreational opportunities on the Grand Mesa.  Tourists, hunters 
and fisherman use the area for recreation (Colorado Highways March 1926).  Research indicates this route was 
constructed to provide access to recreation and scenic views on Grand Mesa, the highest landform in the Grand 
Junction-Delta region. The road also opened previously inaccessible areas of the state and provided connectivity for 
ranching and farming communities to larger transportation corridors.

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 65

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 65

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 65 is classified as an Aesthetic Route the classification system in the MPS and has significance in the areas of 
Entertainment/Recreation and Transportation under Criterion A.  

Criterion A
SH 65 is a Aesthetic Route that accesses Grand Mesa, providing access to recreational opportunities and scenic 
views.  The route was built in 1926 to access lakes and recreation opportunities on the Grand Mesa National 
Forest and connect to other scenic routes in the area.  As such, the route is significant under Criterion A in the area 
of Entertainment/Recreation at the local level.  In addition, the route connected communities of Delta, Cedaredge to 
the Plateau Valley communities of Collbran and Molina, providing transportation access across a previously 
inaccessible area.  Therefore, SH 65 also possesses significance under Criterion A in the area of Transportation at 
the local level. 

Criterion B 
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.  

Criterion C  
SH 65 is not considered to be an early or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department.  Research and 
literature review yielded no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering design or 
construction techniques that serve to distinguish this highway from other roads and does not appear to exhibit 
important engineering innovations or important later modifications.  The highway’s design and construction appear 
to fall within the established standard practices of state highway design and construction of the time and the 
highway does not possess significance under Criterion C.  

Criterion D
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 65
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 66

Highway Location:

Counties: Boulder, Weld
Length (Miles): 22.813

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

No Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms for previously recorded segments of this highway were identified in 
Compass.    

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

066B From U.S. 36B east of Lyons east To U.S. 85C in Platteville

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

None No previously recorded 
segments are found on or 
adjacent to this highway

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 66

Historical Data:

The current alignment of SH 66 runs from the western junction of U.S. Highway (US) 36 just east of Lyons in Boulder 
County, traveling to the east and ending at the junction of US 85 in Platteville, Weld County. The overall length of the 
current highway is 22.813 miles.

The present route of SH 66 was present on early travel and topographical maps from 1904 and 1908 (USGS, 1904; 
Clason’s 1908).  The route traveled from just north of Longmont west to Hygiene where it turned northwest and 
paralleled the Missouri and Burlington Railroad into the town of Lyons. On 1916 travel maps, the route continued 
west from Lyons into the town of Estes Park.  In 1939, the segment east from Longmont to Platteville was added. In 
1946, the route was realigned northwest of Longmont to travel into Lyons.  By 1954, the only section not paved was 
the eastern section to Platteville. By 1960, the entire route was paved. In 1960 the route was extended further into 
Estes Park to allow access to the newly opened Beaver Meadows entrance of Rocky Mountain National Park. In 
1967, the segment from Lyons to Estes Park and Rocky Mountain National Park was cosigned with U.S. Highway 
(US) 36. By 1977, SH 66/US 36 was extended again in the town of Estes Park to Deer Ridge Junction, leaving a 
small 1.4 segment still signed only as SH 66. This final segment was finally renumbered US 36 in 2007 leaving no SH 
66 in Estes Park (Salek).  The current alignment of SH 66 dates from 1977.   

The historic themes for Boulder County include coal and mineral mining, agriculture, and ranching.  Gold was first 
discovered in 1859 west of Boulder. Shortly after the arrival of prospectors, settlers established farms and ranches, 
organized and built irrigation systems, founded farming communities, and organized communal agricultural societies.  
These ranches and agricultural communities helped supply the mining communities of the gold and coal industry and 
later, continued to provide important agricultural industries and economies for the region (Wolfenbarger 2008: E-1). In 
addition to mining and agriculture, tourism is also a historic theme.  With the decline of mining and the rise of the late 
19th century tourist travel, many former mining towns relied on tourist travelers for their livelihood.  By the 1920s the 
growth of automobile tourism was an important contributor to the economy of these communities.  The improvement 
of roads for the purpose of tourism was successful in attracting new visitors to the region and provided a new industry 
for the towns that otherwise would have disappeared (Abele 1998: E-7). 

The eastern portion of SH 66 traversed agricultural areas. Farms and ranches developed in the area around and east 
of Longmont, an agricultural community founded in the 1870s. Early maps show a wagon road from Platteville to 
Hygiene along the same alignment as SH 66. However, this segment of SH 66 did not enter the state highway 
system until 1939 and did not pass through important agricultural towns or communities. The route traveled north of 
Longmont and not through the town.  Other rural market roads served Longmont directly such as US 287 and SH 
119. The town of Platteville served as a railroad stop for the Union Pacific Railroad, serving as a transportation 
shipping point for agricultural products, yet was accessed by other larger routes in the area such as US 85.  Review 
of local maps show that this route is similar to the other routes that served Longmont and Platteville, such as US 287 
and US 85, and it is not distinguished as a rural farm to market route.

State highways, farm-to-market roads and small local connector roads served to link more remote areas with the 
major regional transportation corridors, towns, and cities; however research and review of historic local area maps 
does not indicate that this highway provided direct access to destinations related to important historic themes such as 
industry, agriculture, or commerce.  Review of local maps show that this route is similar to the other routes that 
served Longmont and Platteville, such as US 287 and US 85, and it is not distinguished as a rural farm to market 
route.

SH 66 served as an early tourism route to Estes Park. No railroad service served the Estes Park area, therefore 
visitors relied heavily on wagon and later automobile roads to provide direct access to the area via the route of SH 
66.  Automobiles could navigate the steep canyon drives and allowed more visitors to reach the area.  Early travel 
maps show the wagon road leading to Lyons (Clason’s 1908, USGS 1904). This route was probably Alexander 
MacGregor’s toll road along the North St. Vrain River and Little Thompson River from Lyons to Estes Park through 
Pinewood Springs. Built in 1875, the toll road brought some of the first tourists to the area in stagecoaches and 
wagons. The creation of Rocky Mountain National Park in 1915 was an enormous draw for visitors to the Estes Park 
area and Colorado in general. The Colorado State Highway map of 1916 shows this route leading into Estes Park 
(Litvak 2013, 12-13: and Pickering 1999:111).  

Research indicates that the route of SH 66 provided direct access to the Estes Park and Rocky Mountain National 
Park, which are important recreational destinations in Colorado.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 66

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 66

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 66

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 66 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS. 

Criterion A
Research and literature review indicates that SH 66 was an important route that helped develop tourism in the 
Estes Park area. Its route coincides with an early wagon route into the Lyons area from Estes Park to Lyons in the 
1870s and after 1900, from Lyons to Longmont. The wagon route had been in use as a transportation route since 
the 1870s and continued to be improved upon during the 1910s and 1920s.  The route provided an important 
transportation link providing direct access for tourists visiting Rocky Mountain National Park and the Estes Park 
area resorts. This highway possesses significance under Criterion A in the area of Transportation and 
Entertainment/Recreation at the local level. 

Criterion B
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state. Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.  

Criterion C 
As a representative example, a state highway that exhibits physical features indicative of an important type or 
subtype identified in the MPS reflecting its original design or important variation may possess significance. A state 
highway may also possess significance for particularly important engineering achievements.  

SH 66 is not considered to be an early or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department.  Research and 
literature review yielded no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering design or 
construction techniques that serve to distinguish this highway from other roads and does not appear to exhibit 
important engineering innovations or important later modifications. The highway’s design and construction appear 
to fall within the established standard practices of state highway design and construction of the time and the 
highway does not possess significance under Criterion C. 

Criterion D 
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered. The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented. As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 66

066.jpg
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 67

Highway Location:

Counties: Douglas, Teller, Fremont, Custer
Length (Miles): 71.534

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

Eleven Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms for previously recorded segments of this highway, including 
5DA.1923.1, 5DA.1923.2, 5DA.1923.3, 5DA.1923.5, 5DA.1923.6, 5DA.626.1, 5DA.626.2, 5TL.3383.1, 5TL.3383.2,  
5TL.3383.3, and 5TL.3407 were identified in Compass.  One segment of SH 67 (5DA.626.1) that extends from .1 miles 

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

067A From SH 96A in Wetmore north To SH 115A at (Robinson Ave) in Florence

067B From SH 115-A in Florence north To U.S. 50-A east of Canon City

067C From Victor Ave and 4th St in Victor north via Cripple Creek To U.S. 24-A at Divide

067D From U.S. 24-A in Woodland Park north To CR 75 and Deckers Rd in Deckers on the South 
Platte River

067E From Rampart Range Road and CR 5 Northeast To U.S. 85B at Sedalia

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

5DA.1923.1 Field not eligible>Officially 
needs data

12/05/2003>07/18/2014 STATE HIGHWAY 67 (SH 67)

5DA.1923.2 Officially not eligible>Field 
not eligible

11/08/2011>05/25/2011 STATE HIGHWAY 67 

5DA.1923.3 Does not support eligibility of 
entire linear resource>Field 
eligible

04/16/2012>09/12/2011 HIGHWAY 67 

5DA.1923.5 Supports eligibility of entire 
linear resource>Field eligible

08/03/2012>04/04/2012 STATE HIGHWAY 67 - SEGMENT

5DA.1923.6 Does not support eligibility of 
entire linear resource>Field 
eligible

08/03/2012>04/04/2012 STATE HIGHWAY 67 - SEGMENT

5DA.626.1 Officially not eligible>Field 
not eligible>Field 
eligible>Field not eligible

05/26/2004>12/05/2003>
10/22/1994>09/17/1985

SOUTH PLATTE STAGE ROAD

5DA.626.2 Does not support eligibility of 
entire linear resource>Field 
eligible>Field not 
eligible>Field not eligible

09/11/2012>10/22/1994>
09/17/1985>05/26/2012

SOUTH PLATTE STAGE ROAD

5TL.3383.1 106 - Officially 
eligible>Officially not 
eligible>Field not eligible

05/26/2004>05/26/2004>
12/05/2003

HIGHWAY 67, STATE HIGHWAY 67

5TL.3383.2 Supports eligibility of entire 
linear resource>Field 
eligible>Field Assess.: Non-
contributing to District

10/22/2012>06/15/2012>
06/15/2012

STATE HIGHWAY 67 - SEGMENT

5TL.3383.3 Supports eligibility of entire 
linear resource>Field eligible

11/30/2012>11/15/2012 STATE HIGHWAY 67 - SEGMENT

5TL.3407 106 - Officially eligible>Field 
eligible

09/16/2005>07/21/2005 HAYDEN DIVIDE TOLL ROAD, 
HIGHWAY 67
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 67

southeast of Deckers along Horse Creek Canyon to approximately 3.6 miles southeast of Deckers was recommended 
field eligible and as supporting eligibility of the entire resource in 2012.  Another segment of SH 67, between 
Douglas/Teller County Line and Woodland Park, was officially determined eligible in 2004 and a portion located along 
the Hayden Divide Toll Road in Teller County was officially determined eligible in 2005.  All other previously 
documented segments were either determined not eligible in field or officially not eligible, with many considered not 
eligible as contributing to the entire linear resource.  

SH 67 also extends through three National Register of Historic Places-listed historic districts, including the Cripple 
Creek Historic District (5TL.2), Victor Downtown Historic District (5TL.134), and Bear Canon Agricultural District 
(5DA.212). 

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

5DA.212 Bear Canon Agricultural District Listed on National Register

5TL.134 Victor Downtown Historic District Listed on National Register

5TL.2 Cripple Creek Historic District Listed on National Register
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 67

Historical Data:

SH 67 consists of four discontinuous segments in central Colorado that collectively extend approximately 72 miles in 
length.  One segment extends north from SH 96 at Wetmore through Florence to U.S. Highway (US) 50 just east of 
Canon City; another short segment stretches north from Victor through Cripple Creek to SH 24 near Divide; the third 
segment goes north from Woodland Park to the Jefferson/Douglas County line; and the last SH 67 segment extends 
west from US 85 at Sedalia to Rampart Range Road.  SH 67 travels through a diverse array of landscapes from arid 
high desert in the south to mountainous regions to the north.     

SH 67 passes through areas in south-central Colorado.  SH 67 passes through an area west of Pueblo that was 
settled in the mid-nineteenth century.  Small farms, ranches, and towns were established in the area and served as 
supply centers for those traveling along stagecoach routes through the area and to provide access to area mining 
activities in areas west of Colorado Springs. Residents and those engaged in mining activities further into the 
mountains frequented the small towns.  Canon City was organized in 1860 at which time a series of mining activities 
were underway in the area including coal, iron, gypsum, marble, and granite.  The settlement that eventually 
developed into Penrose was established in the 1860s as a stop along a stagecoach route with a restaurant and hotel.  
By the 1870s the area near Canon City was served by railroads.  Early railroads that operated near Florence hauled 
coal from Rockvale and Coal Creek.  Coal fields were also located near Canon City and together with the discovery 
of oil in the early 1880s spurred further growth and settlement in the area.  The town of Florence incorporated in 1887 
and by 1890, had 50 oil wells, 60 new homes, and numerous businesses.  Once it enters the mountains, SH 67 
extends through the historic mining areas of Cripple Creek and Victor, which were at the center of a gold rush in the 
early 1890s and located north of Canon City and Florence.  Half of the gold mined in Colorado during this period 
came from the Cripple Creek and Victor gold mines.  Cripple Creek remained a center of gold mining for nearly two 
decades.  Cripple Creek and Victor were connected by two electric rail lines.  Three railroads built in the late 1890s 
connected major settlements and mining areas, including the Florence & Cripple Creek Railroad, the Short Line 
Railroad, and the Midland Terminal Railroad.  The Midland Terminal Railroad was one of three which once served 
Cripple Creek mining area. SH 67, south from Divide, generally follows much of the old grade, using the Sangre de 
Cristo Tunnel built 1893. (Johns 2014; History of Canon City Florence Community History; Wyckoff 1999; 51; 
Colorado State Planning Commission 1941; 245-252; Wiley 1976; 27).   A period of stagnation began in 1914 in the 
Cripple Creek and Victor mining districts but the area underwent a population boom in the 1930s that coincided with 
increased gold production.  United State Public Works (USPW) Project No. N.R.S. 52 was completed along a portion 
of the route between Victor and Cripple Creek in 1934.      

Early roads in the mountainous areas north of Cripple Creek along SH 67 were often built to serve and connect 
communities for the movement of people and the transfer of commercial and agricultural goods.  The sometimes 
narrow and rocky topography combined with the altitude of this mountainous region made road building expensive, 
dangerous, and difficult.  To help finance road construction, toll roads were common in the late nineteenth century 
prior to the establishment of the Colorado Highway Department.  Local residents would often pool resources to build 
roads. (Ubbelohde et al 2006; 175-177; Wyckoff 1999; 53-54).  The popularity of the automobile increased 
dramatically throughout the state between 1910 and 1920.  The Good Roads Movement and establishment of the 
Colorado Highway Commission in the first decades of the twentieth century led to the establishment of a highway 
network throughout the region and state.

A historic highway map from 1921 indicates a road located along the general corridor of what eventually developed 
into SH 67.  Historic state highway maps indicate that SH 67 was designated by 1926 and was a continuous route 
that extended north from Wetmore through Florence, Canon City, Victor, Cripple Creek, Deckers, before ending at 
Sedalia.  Paving on select sections began in 1938.  According to Salek, north of Cripple Creek, SH 67 once extended 
through the 475-foot-long, timber-supported Waters Tunnel, named for Jesse Waters, superintendent of the Midland 
Terminal Railway.  The tunnel was built in 1893 and rail operations through the tunnel ended in 1931.  The tunnel 
was converted to vehicular use in 1949.  In 1938 the CHD reclassified many abandoned rail segments as state 
highways in an effort to add 4,400 miles of highway to the state system; SH 67 south of Divide was one of these 
highways.  By 1954 two sections were turned back serving as county roads; these segments were between US 50 
and Victor and Woodland Park to Deckers and then east for approximately 17 miles. Over the next 14 years these 
segments were brought back into the state system. 

The Waters Tunnel remained a one-lane tunnel for cars until a partial collapse in 1993 at which time SH 67 was 
rerouted via a new rock cut around the tunnel.  In 2001 the highway was realigned between Victor and Cripple Creek.  
A major flash flood south of Deckers in 2006 resulted in damage to 30 sections within a five-mile segment between 
Deckers and West Creek.  In 2013 SH 67 was turned back the entire length of SH 67 within the town limits of Cripple 

Mead & Hunt, Inc./Dill Historians LLC State Highway (SH) 67 - Page 3

*Information based on data from Compass provided by OAHP



Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 67

Creek resulting in a 1.6-mile gap through town.           

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 67

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 67

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 67 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A
SH 67 was established by 1926 and the overall route provided a link between important population centers and 
industrial mining areas in central Colorado, including Florence, Canon City, Victor, and Cripple Creek.  Cripple 
Creek and Victor were important and lucrative mining districts between the late 1800s and 1914.  After a short 
downturn in the 1920s, these mining districts experienced a resurgence in the late 1930s and SH 67 served as a 
direct link between the two mining towns.  SH 67 also facilitated the transfer of goods in and out of these central 
mountain mining towns and served as an important transportation corridor for travel and industrial activities within 
the region.  For these reasons, the overall corridor of SH 67 possesses significance under Criterion A in the areas 
of Transportation and Industry for its association with mining at the local level.  

A portion of SH 67 between Victor and Cripple Creek was also improved as part of a federal relief project under 
USPW Project No. N.R.S. 52 in 1934.  As such, the portion of the route that was improved under this project 
possesses significance in the area of Politics/Government at the state level for their association with federal work 
relief efforts during the Depression era.  

Criterion B
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.

Criterion C
Research and literature review yielded no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering 
techniques that serve to distinguish this highway from other roads within mountainous areas of the state.  The 
Waters Tunnel remained a one-lane tunnel for cars until a partial collapse in 1993 at which time SH 67 was 
rerouted via a new rock cut around the tunnel; as such, this portion of the highway no longer comprises SH 67.  
The highway’s current design and construction appear to have utilized techniques common to other roads in 
mountainous areas.  Overall this highway appears to reflect the standard types of design and construction 
practices and it does not appear to possess significance under Criterion C.   

Criterion D
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 67
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 69

Highway Location:

Counties: Fremont, Custer, Huerfano
Length (Miles): 82.196

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

Two Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms (forms) for previously recorded segments of this highway were 
identified in Compass, 5FN2682.1 and 5FN.842.  San Juan and Canon City Road (5FN2682.1) intersects with SH 69 
but did not historically coincide with the route of SH 69 based on the previously recorded site form.  San Juan and 
Canon City Road was previously determined not eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places (National 
Register).  Road Gulch Stage Road (5FN.842) consists of ruts located to the west of SH 69 and south of Road Gulch 
and does not appear to historically coincide with the route of current SH 69.  The site form indicates that the 
construction of SH 69 resulted in the obliteration of a portion of ruts.  There is no indication in research or previous site
forms that SH 69 is historically associated with Road Gulch State Road.  No National Register assessment was 
provided for Road Gulch Stage Road.   

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

069A From SH 25-C Walsenburg Bus Rt northwest via Gardner and Westcliffe To U.S. 50-A at Texas 
Creek

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

5FN.2682.1 Not eligible SAN JUAN AND CANON CITY ROAD

5FN.842 No assessment given on 
form

4/26/1987 ROAD GULCH STAGE ROAD

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 69

Historical Data:

SH 69 is approximately 82 miles long and extends northwest from Interstate (I)-25 at Farista , near Walsenburg, to 
U.S. Highway (US) 50 at Texas Creek.  The highway travels through a sparsely-populated high desert region of the 
state within the Huerfano River Valley, between the Sangre de Cristo Mountains and the Wet Mountains.  The 
highway extends through Huerfano, Custer, and Fremont Counties and provided access between US 50 and the 
small communities of Gardner and Westcliffe/Silvercliff and Walsenburg.  

Historically, the trails, highways, and rural roads that made up the transportation network in this area facilitated travel 
and also made possible the transfer and distribution of goods to remote communities.  This area was first traversed 
by the Ute, Comanche, and Apache tribes as well as Spanish explorers and fur trappers.  An important and early 
trade route in the region was the Trapper’s Trail, which extended north from Taos over the Sangre de Cristo 
Mountains, north through the San Luis Valley to Fort Garland.  The trail has no direct association to SH 69 because 
present-day SH 159 generally follows the route of the Trapper’s Trail.  Settlement in the area that SH 69 passes and 
connects occurred beginning in the late 1800s.  Walsenburg, established in 1873 and located along the eastern slope 
of the Sangre de Cristo Mountains in Huerfano County, was one of Colorado’s primary sources for coal after the 
1880s.  By the 1940s, the agricultural areas surrounding Walsenburg produced large crops of beans, wheat, hay, and 
corn and sustained herds of cattle and sheep.  Walsenburg served as important trade center as well as shipping 
center for these agricultural and industrial products.  The community of Westcliffe was established in the 1880s after 
the Denver & Rio Grande Railroad was extended to the area and the community of Gardner was established along a 
stage road between Walsenburg and Westcliffe and Silver Cliff.  The route of the stage road generally followed a 
similar corridor as present-day SH 69 (Noel et al 1994: 25, 29; Wyckoff 1999: 167-170; Colorado State Planning 
Commission 1941: 306, 374; untitled page at sangres.com).  

Historic state highway maps indicate that SH 69 was designated by 1916 and extended between Walsenburg and 
Westcliffe/Silvercliff and continued northwest to current US 50 travelling along the same general alignment of the 
present-day highway.  By 1939 historic highway maps show a short spur of SH 69 extending south of Walsenburg.  
By 1954 a large portion in the middle of the route, extending for approximately 13 miles south of Westcliffe, was 
turned back and the spur south of Walsenburg was no longer designated SH 69.  The gap was designated SH 69 
again in 1977.  State highways, farm-to-market roads, and small local connector roads served to link major regional 
transportation corridors, towns, and cities.  While SH 69 served to provide access the communities of Westcliffe and 
Gardner from Walsenburg and served to connect to another larger transportation corridor, US 50, research and 
review of historic mapping does not indicate that this highway provided direct access to destinations related to 
important historic themes.  Other roads, such as SH 12, served a more direct and important role in the mining 
activities near Walsenburg and roads providing direct and point-to-point access to regional markets from important 
agricultural areas, such as SH 10, US 160 and US 85 between Trinidad/Pueblo and the San Luis Valley which 
possess significance with these themes.                   

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 69

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 69

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 69 is classified an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A
This highway was constructed by 1916, just six years after the establishment of the Colorado Highway Department 
(CHD).  Although its construction coincides with the early period of highway projects designed and implemented by 
the CHD, research does not indicate that it was constructed to provide an important connection between important 
destinations or was related to important commercial or industrial development patterns or other historical trends in 
an important way.  Research and review of historic mapping shows that SH 69 developed and provided the types of 
connections to communities and larger transportation corridors common to this property type and was not 
distinguishable during the historic period.  No evidence indicates that it was built or improved as part of a 
Depression-era federal relief program or that it served an important farm-to-market road.  As such this highway 
does not possess significance under Criterion A.          

Criterion B
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.

Criterion C
Research and literature review yielded no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering 
design or construction techniques that serve to distinguish this highway from other roads and does not appear to 
exhibit important engineering innovations or important later modifications.  The highway’s design and construction 
appear to fall within the established standard practices of state highway design and construction of the time and the 
highway does not possess significance under Criterion C.  
   
Criterion D
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 69
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 71

Highway Location:

Counties: Weld, Morgan, Washington, Lincoln, Crowley, Otero
Length (Miles): 224.12

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

No Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms (forms) for previously recorded segments of this highway were 
identified in Compass.  

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

071A From SH 350-A northeast of Timpas north To SH 10-A west of Hawley

071B From SH 10-A at Bawley north To U.S. 50-B and SH 266-A in Rocky Ford

071C From U.S. 50-B west of Rocky Ford north To U.S. 24-A in Limon

071D From U.S. 24-A in Limon north via Last Chance To U.S. 34-B east of Brush

071E From U.S. 34-B in Brush north To SH 14-C east of Stoneham

071F From SH 14-C Stoneham north to To the Nebraska State Line

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

None No previously recorded 
segments are found on or 
adjacent to this highway

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 71

Historical Data:

SH 71 is approximately 224 miles long and extends north from the junction of U.S. Highway (US) 350 southwest of 
La Junta to the Nebraska state line. 

Historically, the trails, highways, and rural roads that made up the transportation network in eastern Colorado 
facilitated travel through this sparsely-populated region and also made possible the transfer and distribution of the 
region’s agricultural goods and commercial products.  Colorado’s eastern plains were traversed by several early 
prominent trails including the Oregon Trail, later renamed the Overland Trail, located between Julesburg and 
Wyoming via Fort Collins; the Old Cherokee Trail, a branch of the Santa Fe Trail in the southern part of the region; 
and the three branches of the Smoky Hill Trail that extended east from Kansas to Denver.  Settlement occurred along 
these trails and farms and ranches, established along the South Platte River and its tributaries, lead to the later 
development of water irrigation systems.  A number of railroads constructed through the region beginning in the 
1860s eventually led to a decline in travel along these trails and opened up new markets within the state and beyond.  
As a result, the region experienced a boost in settlement and agricultural development in the late nineteenth and 
early twentieth centuries. (Carter and Mehls 1984: 34-36, 41-43, 63-65) SH 71 is not associated with these early 
trails.

The popularity of the automobile increased dramatically between 1900 and 1920 as a result of the Good Roads 
Movement and the establishment of the Colorado Highway Commission that expanded the state’s highway network.  
The development of the first state highways included major routes providing connection between population centers 
and agricultural areas.  In addition, smaller communities increasingly saw the benefits of highway access, which led 
to further highway construction along less traveled routes and alignments in the 1920s and 1930s, especially north-
south routes to connect to more prominent regional east-west routes.  US 40 was the major east-west transportation 
corridor across the eastern plains.  Other corridors included Interstate Highways 70 and 76, SH 34 and 36 as well as 
less prominent highways that served as local connector roads.  (Carter and Mehls 1984: 118)  
  
A 1922 state highway map indicates that the present-day route for SH 71 between US 350 and Brush was in place by 
that time.  Historic state highway maps indicate that SH 71 was designated by 1926 along this route.  Between 1939 
and 1954 a spur extended north of Brush.  By 1954 an 11-mile segment between Limon and Last Chance was turned 
back creating a gap in the overall route.  The gap was closed by 1955.  By 1956 a road corridor leading north from 
Brush to the Nebraska state border was in place but was not designated SH 71 until around 1964.  According to 
Salek, in Limon, SH 71 originally came north to US 24-40-287 at I Avenue, but was realigned west to K Avenue about 
1999.  Exit 90 of SH 71 and the I-76 interchange in Brush was originally a cloverleaf interchange when built in 1959.  
In spring 2013 as part of an I-76 reconstruction project, it was changed to a diamond interchange.  SH 71 underwent 
damage from flooding south of Snyder due to heavy rainfall in September 2013 after which it underwent emergency 
repairs and was reopened in early October 2013.

State highways, farm-to-market roads, and small local connector roads served to link more remote areas with major 
regional transportation corridors, towns, and cities; however, research and review of historic mapping does not 
indicate that this highway provided direct access to destinations related to important historic themes such as industry, 
agriculture, or commerce.   
  
(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 71

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 71

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 71 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A
SH 71 nearly extends across the entire state through small towns and sparsely populated areas on the eastern 
plains of Colorado characterized by ranching and agriculture.  Historically, the north-south-oriented SH 71 served 
to provide a cross-state transportation route with connections to other state roads, county roads, and local and rural 
destinations.  However, the highway did not function as a main transportation route for providing direct connectivity 
as a farm-to-market road between an important agricultural region and its market or other destinations related to 
important historic themes.  Research did not indicate that this highway is an example of an early or prominent 
project by the Colorado Highway Department or was built or improved as part of a federal relief project. As such, 
this highway is not significant under Criterion A.   

Criterion B
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.

Criterion C
This highway is not considered to be an early or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department. Research 
and literature review yielded no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering design or 
construction techniques that serve to distinguish this highway from other roads and does not appear to exhibit 
important engineering innovations or important later modifications. The highway’s design and construction appear 
to fall within the established standard practices of state highway design and construction of the time and the 
highway does not possess significance under Criterion C.

Criterion D
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 71
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 72

Highway Location:

Counties: Boulder, Gilpin, Jefferson
Length (Miles): 51.006

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

No Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms for previously recorded segments of this highway were identified in 
Compass.    

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

072A From I 70-A in Wheat Ridge north on Ward Road and northwest via Pinecliffe To SH 119-A 
south of Nederland

072B From SH 119-A in Nederland north To SH 7-A north of Raymond

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

None No previously recorded 
segments are found on or 
adjacent to this highway

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 72

Historical Data:

SH 72 has two segments as identified by the Colorado Department of Transportation (CDOT).  Segment 72A begins 
at I-70 in Wheat Ridge at Ward Road and travels northwest through Coal Creek Canyon via Pinecliffe to the junction 
of SH 119  just south of Nederland.  Segment 72B travels from the junction of SH 119 in Nederland north through 
Ward to SH 7 just north of Raymond in Boulder County. The entire route is 51.006 miles and crosses through 
Boulder, Gilpin and Jefferson Counties.  

The 1919 state highway map shows the general alignment of SH 72 from the Denver area near Arvada to Nederland. 
By the 1930s, this segment began in Denver at Federal Blvd and 46th Avenue and went west via city streets to travel 
up Coal Creek Canyon to the junction of SH 119 (Salek).  By 1936, the eastern portion of this segment had been 
shortened, starting at Sheridan and ending at SH 58.  In 1939, a new segment in the metro area was added that went 
along Smith Road east from Colfax to just west of Watkins.  By 1946, the two disjointed segments were connected 
within the metro area and the route was also paved (Salek). The 1960s brought changes to the alignment within the 
metro area as Interstate(I)-70 and I-25 were built. The alignment of SH 72 along 46th and 48th Avenues became the 
I-70 alignment (Salek).  In 1965, CDOT also added a spur connection along Tower Road between Smith Road and 
Colfax Ave.  By 1966 the eastern segment of SH 72 ran concurrently with the I-70 freeway from Sheridan east to 
Peoria St, where the freeway ended and SH 72 went south to Smith Road. In 1968, CDOT consolidated highway 
numbers and changes to SH 72 included: 

⦁ SH 72 from Ward Rd to Wadsworth was rerouted off of Ralston Rd and instead turned south on Ward to I-70.
⦁ The carrier route portion along I-70 from Wadsworth to east Colfax was eliminated.
⦁ The spur connection along Tower was renumbered to SH 32.  (Salek)

The historic themes for Boulder County include coal and mineral mining, agriculture and ranching.  Gold was first 
discovered in the mountains west of Boulder in 1859.  Coal mining began in the 1860s and lasted until the mid 1930s.  
Gold and coal mining industries relied extensively on railroads to transport materials to and from the mines.  
However, wagon, and later, automobile roads, also provided transportation of the workers and materials to the mining 
fields and to the towns where the workers lived. Shortly after the arrival of prospectors, settlers established farms and 
ranches, organized and built irrigation systems, founded communities, and organized communal agricultural 
societies.  These ranches and agricultural communities helped supply the mining communities of the gold and coal 
industry and continued to provide important agricultural industries and economies for the region (Wolfenbarger 2008: 
E-1). In addition to mining and agriculture, tourism is also a historic theme. With the decline of mining and the rise of 
the late 19th century tourist travel, many former mining towns relied on tourism for their livelihood.  By the 1920s the 
growth of automobile tourism was an important contribution to the economy in these communities.  The improvement 
of roads for the purpose of tourism was successful in attracting new visitors to the region and provided a new industry 
for the towns that otherwise would have disappeared (Abele 1998: E-7). 

SH 72 travels through west Denver city streets to enter a mountain canyon with vacation retreats and homes for 
Front Range residents. The Denver and Salt Lake Railroad (aka Moffat Road) brought tourists and vacationers to 
mountain summer resorts such as Pinecliffe, Miramonte, and Lincoln Hills.  Automobile access to the canyon 
previously had been via a gravel wagon road.  In the 1920s, residents of the Pinecliffe community petitioned the State 
Highway Department to improve the highway (Thomas and Standish 2010: 16). The site for Wondervu was chosen 
due to its close proximity to the route of SH 72. Wondervu, platted in the late 1920 and the early 1930s, was home to 
middle class seasonal visitors and later, year round residents who sought mountain living in the Coal Creek Canyon 
area (Thomas and Standish 2010:16-18).  The improvement of SH 72 in the 1920s allowed better access to the 
communities that were previously inaccessible.   

The northern segment of SH 72 also travels through the historic mining communities of Nederland and Ward.   Both 
towns were home to early 1860s gold strikes and later mining booms of the 1870s and 1880s.   After 1945, more 
tourists and seasonal residents settled in the mountains seeking respite from the urban communities of the front 
range.  As automobile highways improved, more visitors remained and the towns such as Nederland developed into 
more year-round communities. (Fell and Twitty 2008: E-65-68; Abele 1988: E6-8).

A portion of SH 72 (72B) is also designated as part of the Peak to Peak Scenic Byway (from SH 119 to SH 7) for its 
mining heritage and scenic drives from Estes Park to Black Hawk.  

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 72

System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)

Mead & Hunt, Inc./Dill Historians LLC State Highway (SH) 72 - Page 3

*Information based on data from Compass provided by OAHP



Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 72

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 72

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 72 possesses significance under Criterion A as an Engineered Route for Transportation and 
Entertainment/Recreation under the registration requirements in the MPS. 

Criterion A
SH 72 was a necessary transportation corridor for the communities of the Coal Creek Canyon to develop in 
response to tourism and recreation (second home ownership).  The Coal Creek Canyon portion of SH 72 was not 
previously accessible by automobiles until the improvements of the Colorado Highway Department (CHD) in 1920s. 
The summer resort community of Wondervu was settled due to the improvements of SH 72.  In addition, SH 72 
linked historic mining communities and allowed for tourism into these previous mining towns, providing access for 
the development of a touristism and a scenic drive.  SH 72 possesses significance under Criterion A in the areas of 
Transportation and Entertainment/Recreation at the local level.   

Criterion B 
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, SH 72 does not 
possess significance under Criterion B.  

Criterion C 
As a representative example, a state highway that exhibits physical features indicative of an important type or 
subtype identified in the MPS reflecting its original design or important variation may possess significance.  A state 
highway may also possess significance for particularly important engineering achievements.  

This highway is not considered to be an early or prominent project of the CHD.  Research and literature review 
yielded no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering design or construction techniques 
that serve to distinguish this highway from other roads and does not appear to exhibit important engineering 
innovations or important later modifications.  The highway’s design and construction appear to fall within the 
established standard practices of state highway design and construction of the time and the highway does not 
possess significance under Criterion C. 

Criterion D 
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 72

072.jpg
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 74

Highway Location:

Counties: Jefferson
Length (Miles): 18.448

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

A previous Colorado Cultural Resource Inventory form (form) for 5JF.2733 was prepared for Highways to the Sky 
(Associated Cultural Resource Experts, 2002).  The form for 5JF.642 is for Bear Creek Canyon Road and its National 
Register of Historic Places (National Register) Nomination Form; this segment is listed in the National Register.  Other 
forms related to a bridge or are not available on Compass.

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

074A From I 70-A at El Rancho south via Bergen Park and east via Evergreen and Idledale To SH 8-
A in Morrison

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

5JF.2733 Field eligible 2/13/2002 STATE HIGHWAY 74

5JF.2733 Field eligible 2/13/2002 STATE HIGHWAY 74

5JF.2733.2 Within NR district>106 - 
Officially eligible>Field 
eligible>Field Assess.: 
Contrib. to District

11/15/1990>10/12/2007>
09/24/2007>09/24/2007

STATE HIGHWAY 74 (SEGMENT)

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

5JF.177 Listed on National Register

5JF.290 Listed on National Register

5JF.442 Listed on National Register

5JF.642 Listed on National Register

5JF.643 Listed on National Register

5JF.645 Listed on National Register

5JF.976 Listed on National Register

5JF.977 Listed on National Register

5JF.978 Listed on National Register
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 74

Historical Data:

Colorado Cultural Resource Inventory forms for previously recorded segments of this highway were reviewed for 
historical background information (see OAHP Site Numbers above).  In addition, a historical summary of this highway 
is included in Highways to the Sky.  This information was used to complete the statement of significance.  No 
changes are recommended for the historical summary in Highways to the Sky.  

Below is a reiteration of key points in the history of SH 74 found in Highways to the Sky, with a brief augmentation:

A portion of the route is associated with the development of an early toll road from Morrison along Bear Creek 
Canyon, which functioned to provide access to mining camps of Gilpin County, Clear Creek County, and the silver 
camps of Leadville in Jefferson County during the 1870s.  The early route of SH 74 functioned as part of a network of 
roads to provide access to mining areas.

Efforts by the state to improve SH 74 began in 1917 when the Colorado Highway Department (CHD) lowered the 
elevation of the road and added concrete bridges to reduce flooding along Bear Creek.  In 1928 the City of Denver 
completed work to improve the road surface by adding oil-based asphalt to the gravel to produce a more durable 
surface to withstand the effects of frequent flooding.  During the late 1930s and early 1940s the Civilian Conservation 
Corps (CCC) moved portions of the road away from Bear Creek and raised it away from the flood plain. The workers 
also built massive retaining walls to shore up the canyon walls and provide a safer route, and to improve safety 
during floods (Form 5JF642: 5).  The route was again realigned and elevated further away from Bear Creek in the 
1950s by the CHD.

SH 74 is associated with the scenic drives in the Denver Mountain Park System beginning in 1913.  Denver Mayor 
Robert Speer commissioned Frederick Law Olmsted, Jr. to plan the city’s mountain parks and scenic roads that 
comprise the system (Autobee and Dobson-Brown, 2003: E-26).  Bear Creek Canyon Road reflects Olmsted’s design 
aesthetic for the scenic drives and parkways of the Denver Mountain Park System (Form 5JF642: 5).  Bear Creek 
Canyon Road (OAHP Site ID 5JF.642) is a 2-mile segment of SH 74 between Morrison and Idledale and was listed in 
the National Register in 1990.  Portions of the Denver Mountain Park System accessed by SH 74 include Red Rocks, 
Starbuck, Little, Corwina, Dedisse, and Bergen Parks (Associated Cultural Resource Experts 2002: 11-27). 

See Colorado Cultural Resource Inventory forms, Denver  Mountain Parks, Denver, Colorado 1912-1941, Multiple 
Property Documentation Form  and Chapter 11 of Highways to the Sky for additional historical information on this 
highway.

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 74

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 74

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 74 is classified as an Aesthetic Route under the classification system in the MPS. 

Criterion A
SH 74 possesses significance under Criterion A for its association with efforts to create a chain of mountain parks 
west of Denver and its role with the City Beautiful Movement in the areas of Transportation and Community 
Planning and Development at the local level of significance.  The City Beautiful Movement in Denver is reflected in 
the work of Frederick Law Olmsted, Jr. and the development of the Denver Mountain Park System.  Olmsted, a 
nationally recognized master landscape architect, promoted the use of public parks for the health of individuals and 
the need to preserve open spaces.  Olmsted identified the scenic drives in the park system and recommended 
Bear Creek Canyon Road in the 1914 plans.  The plans for the park set aside public lands and protected them from 
the encroachment of the growing city.  SH 74 provided primary access to numerous parks within Denver Mountain 
Park System and scenic areas outside of Denver.  

SH 74 possesses significance under Criterion A the area of Politics/Government at the state level for its direct 
association with the work of the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) and Works Progress Administration (WPA) to 
improve portions of SH 74 in Bear Creek Canyon after the devastating floods in the early 1930s.  The CCC and 
WPA are Depression-era federal work-relief programs, which are themes important in state history.  The CCC 
reconstructed the road, built retaining walls, and raised the road away from the floodplain after floods in the late 
1930s.  

A portion of SH 74 provided access to mining, but comprised a small portion of a larger network of early roads 
providing access to these areas and by itself does not appear to have a direct and important association with early 
mining activities in the state under Criterion A.  The Colorado Highway Department (CHD) and the City of Denver 
initiated improvements along the route to reduce flooding and to straighten tight canyon curves, which proved 
unsuccessful, and these efforts continued in the 1950s.  Due to the limited size and scale of this work and the 
inability to solve the flooding and straighten the tight curves of the route through the canyons, SH 74 does not 
possess significance as a prominent project of the CHD under Criterion A. 

In summary, SH 74 possesses significance under Criterion A in the areas of Transportation, Community Planning 
and Development at the local level and Politics/Government at the state level as an Aesthetic Route.

Criterion B 
While the route of SH 74 is associated with Frederick Law Olmsted, Jr., a master landscape architect, the road 
itself does not express a particular phase in the development of the career of Olmsted or important aspect of his 
work.  The road served as one component within the overall design of the mountain park system planned and 
promoted by Olmsted as is better recognized for its design under Criterion C.  Research did not reveal SH 74 to be 
directly associated with other persons important in history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the 
efforts of a specific individual to secure construction of this highway for the economic development of a community 
or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does not possess significance under Criterion B.  

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 74

Criterion C
SH 74 possesses significance under Criterion C in the area of Landscape Architecture as an important example of 
a scenic drive, a distinctive period and type of road construction.  A segment of SH 74, Bear Creek Canyon Drive, 
served as the southern access to the mountain parks.  As discussed in the National Register Nomination Form for 
Bear Creek Canyon Drive, “it set the stage for the beautiful mountain environment which would be experienced.  In 
addition, it is one of the few canyon drives within the system which winds through such steep enclosing cliffs.  This 
drive provides a unique visual and sensory experience to its users which is unequalled with the entire system” 
(Form 5JF642; 8-2).  

SH 74 also exhibits important and distinctive design and construction features, such as the extensive series of 
distinctive masonry retaining walls, which reflect the use of hand labor and the craftsmanship of the CCC and WPA 
during the 1920s through the early 1940s.  As such, it also possesses significance in the area of Engineering at the 
state level of significance.

Efforts to find an engineering solution to address frequent flooding were ongoing and proved unsuccessful and do 
not constitute an important achievement in engineering.  The development of the expressway between Evergreen 
and Interstate 70 in the 1990s does not represent an early or distinctive example of highway design principles or 
construction methods of exceptional significance.

Criterion D
For a property to possess significance for information potential under Criterion D, the information yielded by the 
property must answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of 
highway construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important 
information that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not 
possess significance under Criterion D.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 75

Highway Location:

Counties: Jefferson, Arapahoe
Length (Miles): 3.329

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

No Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms for previously recorded segments of this highway were identified in 
Compass.   

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

075B From Bowles Ave and Lowell Blvd Southwest via Platte Canyon Blvd to SH 470A

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

None No previously recorded 
segments are found on or 
adjacent to this highway

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

5AH.143 Listed on National Register
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 75

Historical Data:

SH 75 is a short highway, 3.3 miles in length, located in Jefferson and Arapahoe counties. It extends from Bowles 
Avenue and Lowell Boulevard southwest via Platte Canyon Blvd. It ends at C-470 A in the Littleton/Columbine area. 

In 1923, SH 75 was designated along Federal Boulevard (today SH 88) between Alameda and Hampden avenues. 
By 1939, the highway had been extended between Bailey, Pine, South Platte, Kassler/Waterton, and Littleton along 
the South Platte River, as a secondary road to U.S. Highway (US) 285. It continued through the west side of Denver 
along Federal, terminating at 38th Avenue. The highway was shortened in 1954 to run only on the southwest side of 
the metro area between Littleton and Deer Creek Canyon Road. In 1955, a section was added along Platte Canyon 
Road to Kassler. Following the construction of C-470, the portion of SH 75 that reached Kassler was renumbered as 
SH 121, extending the highway continuously to the entrance of the Martin Marietta plant at Kassler. This took place in 
1991, and was the most recent evolutionary step in the history of SH 121 (Salek). 

In the southwest metro area, SH 75 has been expanded and rerouted to meet the needs of industry and residential 
development as recently as 25 years ago. Postwar suburbanization in the southwest metro area increased the need 
for better north-south traffic arteries to act as secondary roads to Santa Fe Boulevard (US 85). 

Historically, SH 75 connected Denver and Littleton to Kassler and Bailey along a road that partially followed the 
South Platte River, but other routes (US 285, US 85) also connected the two communities and the highway is 
considered to be secondary to those in terms of importance. A review of sources did not reveal that this route 
represents important road engineering achievements, an important road type or subtype identified in the MPS, or that 
served to provide an important connections to markets or facilitated development related to the southwestern metro 
area.  

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 75

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 75

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 75 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A
As an Engineered Route, SH 75 does not possess significance under Criterion A.  Research failed to indicate this 
highway represents an early or prominent road construction project of the Colorado Highway Department (CHD), or 
the connections it provides from any subsequent highway improvements. As a secondary highway that served local 
traffic between Littleton and Bailey, the highway is not associated with historical themes important in Colorado 
history.  As such, the highway does not possess significance under Criterion A.   

Criterion B
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.  

Criterion C
As a representative example, a state highway that exhibits physical features indicative of an important type or 
subtype identified in the MPS reflecting its original design or important variation may possess significance.   A state 
highway may also possess significance for particularly important engineering achievements.  This highway is not 
considered to be an early or prominent project of the CHD.  Research and literature review yielded no evidence to 
indicate the use of innovative or important engineering design or construction techniques that serve to distinguish 
this highway from other roads and does not appear to exhibit important engineering innovations or important later 
modifications.  The highway’s design and construction appear to fall within the established standard practices of 
state highway design and construction of the time and the highway does not possess significance under Criterion 
C.  

Criterion D 
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 75
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 78

Highway Location:

Counties: Pueblo, Custer
Length (Miles): 34.311

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

No Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms (forms) for previously recorded segments of this highway were 
identified in Compass.  However, SH 78 extends through a portion of Pueblo Mountain Park, a historic district that is 
listed in the National Register of Historic Places (National Register) and was constructed as part of a Civilian 
Conservation Corps (CCC)/Works Progress Administration (WPA) project.  The park is eligible under both Criterion A 
for its associations to entertainment/recreation, community planning and development, conservation, education, and 
social history as well as Criterion C for its landscape architecture and examples of Rustic style architecture.      

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

078A From SH 165 A North of San Isabel east and Northeast To SH 45 A in Pueblo

078B From Beulah Spur Connection - From SH 78-A northwest To County Road 213 and Penns Ave 
in Beulah

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

None No previously recorded 
segments are found on or 
adjacent to this highway

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

5PE.1663 Pueblo Mountain Park Listed on National Register
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 78

Historical Data:

SH 78 is approximately 34 miles long and extends southwest from SH 45 on the west side of Pueblo toward the 
Sangre de Cristo Mountains.  The highway has a small spur into the town of Beulah and winds its way through the 
Beulah Valley and mountainous San Isabel National Forest to its southern terminus at SH 165.

Historically, the trails, highways, and rural roads that made up the transportation network in this area facilitated travel 
and also made possible the transfer and distribution of the region’s agricultural products.  Settlement in Pueblo 
occurred in the early 1800s as a result of regional trade along the Santa Fe and Cherokee Trails, whose routes 
generally followed the Arkansas River Valley and subsequently formed portions of the route of present-day US 50. 
The community of Beulah was first established in the 1860s and was one of the earliest settlements in the area.  
Pueblo was established in 1870 and became a regional center of trade and industry due to its proximity to mining, 
agricultural areas, and New Mexico.  William Jackson Palmer, an influential developer and railroad expansionist, 
platted another town, South Pueblo, on the opposite side of the Arkansas River, and established the new town as a 
stop on his Denver and Rio Grande Railroad in the early 1870s.  Palmer had extended Pueblo’s rail connections to 
the coalfields around Walsenburg and Trinidad by 1876, to the San Luis Valley by 1878, and to Leadville in the 
central mountain region by 1881.  Combined with the entry of the Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fe Railroad in Pueblo 
in the mid-1870s, these rail connections further solidified Pueblo as a significant center for trade in southern Colorado 
and facilitated the immense industrial growth of the city in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries (Wyckoff 
1999: 144-145; Pueblo.org 2014; Kulkoski 1994: Section 8, Page 36).   

Palmer also established the Colorado Coal & Iron Company (CC&I) in 1879.  The company’s first plant, the South 
Pueblo Ironworks, was located southeast of South Pueblo on a large tract of company-owned land.  CC&I produced 
rails for the Denver and Rio Grande Railroad and by the early 1880s was producing coal, pig iron, iron ore, rolled 
rails, and steel ingots.  CC&I had several mining camps through the region.  By 1890 CC&I had numerous smelters 
and factory complexes along the southern periphery of the city.  CC&I was reorganized as Colorado Fuel and Iron 
Company (CF&I) in 1892 and purchased by John D. Rockefeller in 1903.  Mining activities in this region were focused 
primarily in the foothills and mountains south and southwest of Pueblo with the smelters and industrial complexes 
located along the southernmost periphery of the city.  As Pueblo prospered new housing, infrastructure, and 
amenities were introduced to meet the needs of the growing population that was more mobile than ever due to the 
rise in automobile membership.  In 1919 a group of Pueblo businessmen formed the San Isabel Public Recreation 
Association (SIPRA) with the intention of creating a mountain park for use by Pueblo residents for picnicking and 
recreation.  Creation of the park also had the support of the Pueblo Automobile Association and 600 acres were 
purchased near Beulah.  Development on the park continued throughout the 1920s and included installation of 
pipelines and pumps, signs, roads, bridges, and cottages and other residential buildings.  Funding for new projects at 
the park halted with the stock market crash of 1929.  However, during the Great Depression work resumed under 
CCC and WPA projects that included completion of the Lake Isabel Dam and Reservoir and completion of work that 
had begun years prior before the economic decline of the early 1930s.  Pueblo Mountain Park is listed in the National 
Register for its associations with Entertainment/Recreation, Community Planning and Development, Conservation, 
Education, and Social History as well as for its Landscape Architecture and examples of Rustic-style architecture.  
Landscape architect Arthur Carhart, who is credited with devising among the nation’s earliest recreational plans for 
the National Forest Service, was instrumental in the design of Pueblo Mountain Park.  According to the National 
Register Nomination for the park, Carhart used Pueblo Mountain Park as a model for developing comprehensive 
recreation plans for other National Forests across the country.  Carhart’s mentor, Frank Culley, was hired to design 
and supervise the construction of campgrounds at Squirrel Creek, South Hardscrabble Creek, and North Creek.  As 
stated in the National Register Nomination, “these campgrounds appear to be the first designed and built by a 
landscape architect in a National Forest.”   A 1941 guidebook mentions “resort accommodations” along this route and 
also lists several other campgrounds this road provided access to located along the highway, including Boy Scout 
Camp Birch, the Pueblo Municipal Campground, Davenport Campground, Ophir Campground, and Florence 
Campground.  As such, the southern end of SH 78 served as a popular and historically important recreational 
destination for residents of Pueblo and others traveling through the area (Deherrera et al 2012: 3-6; Harvard 
Business School, Colorado Fuel and Iron Corp 2012; Kulkoski 1994: Section 8, pages 48- 49; Colorado State 
Planning Commission 1941: 298-300).    

Historic state highway maps indicate that a road along the general alignment of present-day SH 78 between Pueblo 
and Beulah was in place by 1916 and continued west to Silver Cliff; this road was designated Highway 44 at the time.  
The road was designated SH 76 by 1924 with a slightly different alignment southwest of Beulah and a “T” intersection 
at SH 165; the southern section as it exists today was established at this time.  Plans from 1934 indicate that a 
portion of the road north of Beulah was improved as part of a Depression-Era federal relief project under United 
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 78

States Project Works (USPW) National Recovery State Road (NRS) Project No. 386; the road was designated SH 76 
at the time.  SH 78 served as a direct link between Pueblo and the recreational areas in the San Isabel National 
Forest as discussed above and the development of the road and recreational areas coincided.                  

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 78

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 78

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 78 is classified an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A
Segments of this highway were constructed by 1916, just a few years after the establishment of the CHD, and 
represent an early project completed by the Colorado Highway Department that possesses significance in the area 
of Transportation at the state level.  SH 78 was improved as part of  USPW NRS Project No. 386, a Depression-era 
federal relief program and the portions of the road that were improved under this project possesses significance in 
the area of Politics/Government at the state level for their association with federal work relief efforts during the 
Depression era.  The northern portion of the highway (between approximately Beulah and Pueblo) served to 
provide a direct connection between important local recreational areas in San Isabel National Forest and Pueblo.  
These recreational areas, including the National Register-listed Pueblo Mountain Park, were developed by and for 
Pueblo residents shortly after SH 78 was established with SH 78 providing direct access to these recreational 
areas from Pueblo; by the 1940s travel literature lists this highway as providing access to these recreational areas.  
As such, this highway has a direct and important association  with the development and use of these recreational 
areas in San Isabel National Forest and possesses significance in the area of Entertainment/Recreation at the local 
level.  Although the highway passes through pastoral and agricultural land no evidence suggested that it served as 
an important farm-to-market road. 
     
Criterion B
While the route of SH 78 provides access to Pueblo Mountain Park, which is historically important and associated 
with landscape architects Arthur Carhart and Frank Culley.  Research did not reveal this highway to be directly 
associated with the design of the park or the work of these landscape architects.  According to the National 
Register Nomination for Pueblo Mountain Park, by 1923, signs, roadwork, and some bridges were completed within 
the park, after the road was already established in 1916.  The development and design of Pueblo Mountain Park 
reflects  the work of Carhart and Culley while SH 78 is not associated with their work.  As such, construction of the 
road does not express a particular phase in the development of either designer or an important aspect of the work 
of Carhart or Culley.  Research did not reveal SH 78 to be directly associated with other persons important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  As such, this highway does not 
possess significance under Criterion B.

Criterion C
Research and literature review yielded no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering 
design or construction techniques that serve to distinguish this highway from other roads and does not appear to 
exhibit important engineering innovations or important later modifications.  The highway’s design and construction 
appear to fall within the established standard practices of state highway design and construction of the time and the 
highway does not possess significance under Criterion C.  
   
Criterion D

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 78

For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 78
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 79

Highway Location:

Counties: Weld, Adams, Arapahoe
Length (Miles): 23.868

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

5AM.149.d pertains to the remains of the Box Elder-Living Springs road, a historic stagecoach route that probably 
crossed the current alignment of SH 79 a few miles north of Bennett. The exact trajectory of the historic road is not 
certain, so the point at which it crossed the highway cannot be identified. Although this was a significant stage road in 
the early years of settlement in northeast and central Colorado, the site form contains little history of the area and the 
stagecoach route is not part of SH 79. 

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

079A From South Side Frontage Road at I 70 A To JCT U.S. 36 C in Bennett

079B From Adams St and JCT U.S. 36 D in Bennett To SH 52-A in Prospect Valley

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

5AM.149 Field not eligible Oct-82 BOX ELDER-LIVING SPRINGS ROAD

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 79

Historical Data:

SH 79 is a north-south highway that connects Interstate(I)-70 with SH 52 on the plains east of the Front Range. The 
highway is 23.89 miles in length, and begins at exit 304 on I-70 at the Arapahoe/Adams County line. It heads  north 
1.24 miles to Bennett. Jogging east for about 1/3 mi. on SH 36 (E. Colfax Ave.), it resumes northward from Bennett 
for 22.312 miles as part of the Kiowa-Bennett Road, traversing Adams County and entering Weld County, where it 
follows the alignment of CR 69, meeting SH 52 about 9 miles east of Hudson. It traverses an area of the eastern 
plains that is generally devoted to irrigated or dryland farming.

SH 79 is contained in the Colorado Piedmont, a region defined geographically as the rolling hills and stream-laced 
valleys that lie to the east of the Front Range. This area contains both the most urbanized corridor in the state and 
also wide swaths of rural farm and ranchlands, with its history firmly rooted in the events that profoundly changed the 
region from the 1850s well into the twentieth century. Prehistorically the region was the hunting grounds of the 
Comanche, who were later pushed south by the Cheyenne and Arapahoe. By the 1850s sparse European-American 
settlement in the form of scattered farms and trading posts dotted the area around the South Platte River, with trails 
such as the Cherokee Trail crossing the plains and connecting with California-bound trails to the north. With the 
Pikes Peak Gold Rush, however, change was fast and intense. The urban core (Denver, Boulder, Golden) that 
became the metro Denver area sprang from commerce and transportation, i.e.,  the connection of the gold fields in 
the Rocky Mountains with the markets and cities to the east. The agricultural zone in the more rural northern area of 
the Piedmont  grew from cultivation made possible by the fertile soils and readily available water in the area, which 
allowed settlers to readily feed the hungry markets of the urban core and the mountain mining camps (Wyckoff 
1998:101-103). 

SH 79 was designated as a state highway in the 1920s. Prior to that, a road is visible on a 1916 state highways map 
as a northeast-trending route roughly following Kiowa Creek north from Bennett.  Research did not reveal if the route 
is associated with the Box Elder-Living Springs Stage Road.  By 1922, the Kiowa-Bennett Road was realigned to the 
west, following a straight north-south trajectory from Bennett north along the section line, and was soon after 
designated as SH 79. A 1930 Colorado state highway map shows it paved in its entirety. 

With the construction of I-70, it became necessary to connect the town of Bennett to the interstate, and a connector 
(79A) was constructed south from Bennett to the interstate in 1963 (Salek). 

Although SH 79 was constructed to link farming communities in the area, it was one of many rural roads in the region 
and does not itself provide connections to regional markets to function as an important farm-to-market route. A review 
of sources did not reveal that SH 79 represents important road engineering achievements, or that it is otherwise an 
important road type or subtype identified in the MPS.

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 79

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 79

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

State Highway 79 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  It does not 
possess historical significance.  

Criterion A 
State Highway 79 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  Research 
failed to indicate this highway has a direct association with a historical theme important in Colorado history, or that 
it represents an early or prominent road construction project of the Colorado Highway Department (CHD), or the 
connections it provides from any subsequent highway improvements were directly related to destinations 
associated with historically important themes.  As such, the highway does not possess significance under Criterion 
A.   

Criterion B 
Research did not reveal SH 79 to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in history, 
nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction of this 
highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does not 
possess significance under Criterion B.  

Criterion C 
State Highway 79 is not considered to be an early or prominent project of the CHD.  Research and literature review 
yielded no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering design or construction techniques 
that serve to distinguish this highway from other roads and does not appear to exhibit important engineering 
innovations or important later modifications.  The highway’s design and construction appear to fall within the 
established standard practices of state highway design and construction of the time and the highway does not 
possess significance under Criterion C. 

Criterion D 
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 79

079.jpg
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 82

Highway Location:

Counties: Garfield, Eagle, Pitkin, Lake
Length (Miles): 84.489

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms (forms) for previously recorded segments of this highway are listed 
above. There are three forms for the paved portion of Independence Pass Road prepared by the Colorado Department 
of Transportation (Pearce) in 1995, and these contain numerous historic articles and an excellent summary of the 
road’s history, as well as information on realignment of the road near the Weller Lake Campground . The other point 
numbers from 5PT.505.4-5PT.505.16 appear to be associated with unpaved segments of the Independence-Twin 
Lakes-Roaring Fork Toll Road and are not associated with the current alignment of SH 82. 5PT.606.1 and 5PT.606.2 
are also associated with unpaved segments of the older road known as Independence Pass Toll Road.

The highway has also been recorded as 5LK.128 in 1975 and 5LK.487 in 1976, but these recordings are early and do 
not provide helpful historical information. In addition, the road passes near or through numerous listed and eligible 

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

082A From I 70-A in Glenwood Spgs southeast via Aspen and Independence Pass To U.S. 24-A east 
of Twin Lakes

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

5LK.128 Field needs data 10/1/1975

5LK.487 No assessment given on 
form

1976 INDEPENDENCE PASS TOLL ROAD

5PT.505 106 - Officially eligible>106 - 
Officially eligible

07/18/2008>07/17/1987 INDEPENDENCE PASS ROAD

5PT.505.1 Contrib. to Officially elig. 
dist.>Field eligible

11/29/1995>11/1995 INDEPENDENCE PASS ROAD (PAVED 
ROAD)

5PT.505.11 Officially not eligible>Field 
not eligible

07/18/2008>06/27/2008 INDEPENDENCE, TWIN LAKES, 
ROARING FORK TOLL ROAD - 
SEGMENT

5PT.505.14 Officially not eligible>Field 
not eligible

07/18/2008>06/27/2008 INDEPENDENCE, TWIN LAKES, 
ROARING FORK TOLL ROAD - 
SEGMENT

5PT.505.16 Officially not eligible>Field 
not eligible

07/18/2008>06/27/2008 INDEPENDENCE, TWIN LAKES, 
ROARING FORK TOLL ROAD - 
SEGMENT

5PT.505.2 Contrib. to Officially elig. 
dist.>Field eligible

11/29/1995>11/1995 INDEPENDENCE PASS ROAD (PAVED 
ROAD)

5PT.505.3 Contrib. to Officially elig. 
dist.>Field eligible

11/29/1995>11/1995 INDEPENDENCE PASS ROAD (PAVED 
ROAD)

5PT.505.4 Officially not eligible>Field 
not eligible

07/18/2008>06/27/2008 INDEPENDENCE, TWIN LAKES, 
ROARING FORK TOLL ROAD - 
SEGMENT

5PT.505.5 106 - Officially eligible>Field 
eligible

07/18/2008>06/27/2008 INDEPENDENCE, TWIN LAKES, 
ROARING FORK TOLL ROAD - 
SEGMENT

5PT.505.8 106 - Officially eligible>Field 
eligible

07/18/2008>06/27/2008 INDEPENDENCE, TWIN LAKES, 
ROARING FORK TOLL ROAD - 
SEGMENT
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 82

National Register of Historic Places historic districts: 5GF.1050 Hot Springs District (Glenwood Springs); 5PT.113, 
Aspen Commercial District; 5PT.114 Aspen Main Street Historic District; 5PT.18, Independence Townsite and Mill; 
5PT.539, Holden Mining District (Aspen); 5PT.323 Emma Historic District (near Basalt) and 5LK.41 Twin Lakes 
Historic District.

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

5GF.1050 Hot Springs Historic District 106 - Officially eligible

5LK.41 Twin Lakes Historic District Listed on National Register

5PT.113 Aspen Commercial Historic District NPS Certified District

5PT.114 Aspen Main Street Historic District 106 - Officially eligible

5PT.18 Independence Townsite and Mill Site Listed on National Register

5PT.323 Emma Historic District 106 - Officially eligible

5PT.539 Holden Mining and Smelting Company Listed on National Register
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 82

Historical Data:

SH 82 connects the communities of Glenwood Springs, Carbondale, Basalt and Aspen west of the Continental Divide 
with the small village of Twin Lakes and U.S. Highway (US) Highway 24 on the east side of the Continental Divide.  
The highway length is approximately 84 miles between Interstate(I)-70 A in Glenwood Springs to US 24 in the 
counties of Eagle, Garfield, Pitkin, and Lake. Bridges listed or eligible for the National Register on SH 82 include 
Maroon Creek Viaduct (5PT136), which was originally a bridge on the Midland Railroad, and the Glenwood Springs 
Viaduct, also known as the Grand Avenue Viaduct (5GF2717), which will be demolished as part of the realignment of 
SH 82 in Glenwood Springs. 

A portion of the highway provides the only year-round state highway access to Aspen via Glenwood Springs, while 
the portion of the route over Independence Pass between Aspen and Twin Lakes/US 24 is open seasonally from 
Memorial Day through early November depending on snow. The high point of the highway, Independence Pass at 
12,096 feet, is about twenty miles east of Aspen.  Between Aspen and Independence Pass the highway climbs a total 
of 4,200 feet in elevation and has steep grades and several tight switchbacks west of the pass. The elevation change 
between Independence Pass and Twin Lakes on the east side of the pass is only about 1,000 feet and is easier to 
navigate than the highway west of Independence Pass (Salek). 

Beginning with the early gold rush that began in 1859, Colorado’s mining industry was a significant contributor to the 
state’s economic, political, and social development.  This trend continued as the industry expanded with the 
discovery of silver, copper, lead and zinc in the central mountain region and resulted in population explosions in 
mining camps and nearby supply centers.  Technological advances such as smelting allowed these ores to be more 
successfully processed and contributed to the increase in mine production. Wagon roads and railroads were 
essential to the transportation needs of the mining industries and the communities that surrounded them.  At times, 
wagon roads were the only access to in the narrow and steep mountain canyons.  Some of these wagon roads and 
railroad grades later became part of the state highway system. Towns such as Aspen became supply, processing, 
and transportation hubs for the mining industries in the Central Mountain region.

The road over Independence Pass has been an important link in the state’s transportation network since 1879 when 
Aspen became the center of a silver mining boom. The route provides a direct connection between Aspen and 
Leadville, which are 59 miles apart via Independence Pass (as compared to 139 miles via Tennessee Pass and 
Glenwood Springs). A toll road built between 1879 and 1882 by Aspen citizens provided access to and from the 
mines east of Aspen. After the construction of the toll road, Pitkin County purchased the portion of the road within its 
boundaries. In 1887, the Denver & Rio Grande Railroad and the Colorado Midland Railroad entered Aspen from the 
north via Glenwood Springs, providing a more reliable method to transport the ores mined near Aspen to larger 
markets. 

After railroad service arrived in Aspen, use of the toll road waned. The road only connected Aspen with the mines to 
the east, and when these mines closed in the 1890s, the road became practically abandoned and impassable. In 
1911, after the formation of the Colorado Highway Commission, Aspen citizens paid to have a survey conducted by 
the new highway commissioners for an automobile road between Aspen via Independence Pass to Twin Lakes. 
Between 1912 and 1916, the highway department, U.S. Forest Service, Pitkin County, and Aspen citizens contributed 
funds and labor to improve short segments of the impassable road. Surveys for the improvement of the road in Lake 
County began in 1916 and construction took place on the east side of the pass between 1916 and 1923. The 
improved automobile road deviated from the original toll road, which was characterized as being very narrow with 
sharp and dangerous curves and grades as steep as 12 and 14 percent. Curves and steep grades had to be rebuilt 
for automobiles and the state did this in sections. The first motorized vehicles traveled over the pass in 1924. This 
improved road served the development of industry when mining revived between Leadville and Aspen in the early 
1920s. The highway was also known as the Roaring Fork Route on early tourist maps and brochures and the first 
federal aid system in 1923 included the route as No. 82. The last section built, known as the Weller Grade, had a 
maximum grade of 6.6 percent and a width up to 17 feet, including cement rubble masonry headwalls, rustic log 
guard rails, and cement rubble masonry retaining and guard rails in the Weller Grade section. A local firm in Aspen, 
Tagert, McDonald and McSkimming, built this section (Colorado Highways May 1925: 4-6). 

Part of the highway between Aspen and Glenwood Springs is located on the former Colorado Midland Railroad grade 
next to the Roaring Fork River. The highway department returned many of these former rail routes to the counties in 
the 1950s, but retained SH 82 (Wiley: 28). CDOT widened the highway between Glenwood Springs and Aspen due 
to population growth in the Roaring Fork Valley that began in the 1980s. Environmental sensitivity required a unique 
design, and the preferred alternative featured a divided expressway with a design similar to the stacked viaduct of 
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 82

I-70 in Glenwood Canyon. The highway also had managed High Occupancy Vehicle (HOV) lanes between Basalt 
and Aspen that CDOT has said are the first rural HOV lanes in the country (Salek).

In summary, archival sources indicate this route was constructed for automobile access and provided important 
access that facilitated the development of tourism and mining between Aspen and Twin Lakes, by providing seasonal 
access to a previously inaccessible area of the state over Independence Pass. 

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 82

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 82

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

The highway is significant as an Aesthetic Route under the classification system in the MPS at the local level, 
corresponding to the National Register themes of Entertainment/Recreation, Transportation, Industry, and 
Engineering.
  
Built as an automobile road between 1912 and 1924, the road provided important access for automobile tourists 
and supported mining activities. Realignments of steep and curvy sections have occurred through the decades 
resulting in innovative engineering to address challenging site conditions. There are also segments of an earlier toll 
road near SH 82, which predate the 1920s highway and should be considered as separate resources from the 
current alignment of SH 82. 

Criterion A
SH 82 is an important example of an early and prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (CHD) 
under Criterion A because it has a direct and important association with the development of automobile tourism and 
recreational pursuits into the high country. The state highway also supported the mineral extraction industry by 
providing access to area mines that revived east of Aspen in the 1920s.  As such it possesses significance in the 
areas of Transportation, Entertainment/Recreation, and Industry under Criterion A at the local level.  

Criterion B
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.  

Criterion C
As an aesthetic Route, SH 82 also possesses significance under Criterion C in the area of Engineering at the local 
level of significance.  Beginning in 1924 automobiles began to access the highway that had been specifically 
redesigned and improved to address challenging site conditions in stages with the cooperation of local citizens, the 
CHD, and the U.S. Forest Service. Structures such as the Maroon Creek Viaduct and Glenwood Springs/Grand 
Avenue Viaduct and the design of the highway over Independence Pass exemplify bold engineering solutions by 
the CHD to address the extreme challenges associated with constructing highways over mountain passes and in 
challenging terrain.

Criterion D
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 82

082.jpg
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 83

Highway Location:

Counties: Denver, Arapahoe, Douglas, El Paso
Length (Miles): 56.773

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

No Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms for previously recorded segments of this highway were identified in 
Compass.  National Register of Historic Places (National Register)-listed properties associated with or that cross SH 
83 include the following: 
5DV.840 – The Highline Canal Historic District crosses SH 83 at the intersection of Parker Road and Mississippi 
Avenue. 
5DA.1519 – Cherry Creek Bridge. Listed on the National Register 10/15/2002. (CDOT # G-18-BL).

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

083A From Powers Blvd in Colorado Springs East and North via Franktown and Parker To SH 002A 
(Colorado Blvd) at Bayaud Ave in Denver

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

5DA.1519 LISTED IN NATIONAL 
REGISTER

10/15/2002 CHERRY CREEK BRIDGE, CDOT NO. G-
18-BL, MILEPOST 46.30

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

5DV.840 Highline Canal Historic District 106 - Officially eligible
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 83

Historical Data:

SH 83 is a 57.899 mile-long route that runs from Powers Blvd in Colorado Springs east and north through Franktown 
and Parker to SH 2 (Colorado Blvd) at Bayaud Avenue, in Denver. 

SH 83 lies in the Colorado Piedmont, a region defined geographically as the rolling hills and stream-laced valleys that 
lie to the east of the Front Range. This area contains both the most urbanized corridor in the state and also wide 
swaths of rural farm and ranchlands, with its history firmly rooted in the events that profoundly changed the region 
from the 1850s well into the twentieth century. Prehistorically the region was the hunting grounds of the Comanche, 
who were later pushed south by the Cheyenne and Arapahoe. By the 1850s sparse European-American settlement 
in the form of scattered farms and trading posts dotted this area, with trails such as the Cherokee Trail crossing the 
plains and connecting with California-bound trails to the north. With the Pikes Peak Gold Rush, however, change was 
fast and intense. The urban core (Denver, Boulder, Golden) that became the metro Denver area sprang from 
commerce and transportation, i.e.,  the connection of the gold fields in the Rocky Mountains with the markets and 
cities to the east. Colorado Springs was developed first in the 1870s as an early tourist destination, with General 
William Palmer’s vision of a resort city acting as a guide. The city became an elite enclave, known for a time as “Little 
London” for the proliferation of British tourists, many of whom stayed, and Colorado Springs would go on to become 
home to a high number of millionaires made from the Cripple Creek Gold Rush in the 1890s.  With the advent of 
World War II and the post-World War II period, the Colorado Springs area became home to military installations like 
Fort Carson, Peterson Air Force Base, and the U.S. Air Force Academy, installations that have had enormous impact 
on the history of infrastructural development in and around the city (Wyckoff 1999:101-103; Ubbelohde 
1995:118;334-335).  

Relative to other routes that connect Denver with Colorado Springs, SH 83 has a high level of historic significance. 
Many homesteads, farms, and ranches dating to the early years of settlement along the Front Range are known to 
have been in close proximity to SH 83 as it runs through Douglas and El Paso Counties. Franktown appears on an 
1861 map of Colorado, a map which also shows that the area had been surveyed for the Public Land Survey System 
(PLSS) and was an area of agricultural settlement in those early years. The Colorado Highways MPS notes that the 
Smoky Hill Trail, a route used by travelers to Denver from the east, roughly followed the segment of the highway from 
Parker north to Denver (MPS Sec. E, p. 9). The highway is visible on the 1866 map of Colorado as a road roughly 
following the same alignment as the 1922 designated highway, and by 1916 the route was well established, with the 
Colorado & Southern Railway following the road south from Denver to Parker, turning east from there to provide 
access to the farms and ranches in the rural areas of the central plains. These sources demonstrate that SH 83 
would certainly have played a role as an early and important farm to market route in this region.

First designated as State Primary Road 1S from Denver to Franktown between 1910 and 1920, SH 83 ran from the 
intersection of Colorado Blvd and Vasquez in Denver, south through Franktown and a string of other small towns to 
join with the Great North-South Highway at Sommers (now the approximate location of Interquest Parkway exit, MP 
153 on Interstate(I)-25), north of Colorado Springs. In 1922, the Highway Department renumbered the road as State 
Highway 83. SH 83 was not heavily used until the Highway Department straightened it south of Franktown in the late 
1940s as part of an attempt to provide motorists with a better alternative to the increasingly congested U.S. Highway 
(US) 85/87.  This work involved building an open-spandrel concrete bridge (5DA.1519), designed in 1947 and 
completed in 1948, across Cherry Creek at Franktown. This bridge, which is the longest concrete spandrel bridge in 
Colorado, is listed on the National Register. 

By 1954, the north end of SH 83 was pulled south to the intersection of Colorado Boulevard and Bayaud Avenue, in 
Denver. The south end of the highway fluctuated to an even greater extent, moving in the mid-1960s from its junction 
with US 85/87 at Sommers south along Maizeland Drive/Academy Blvd through Colorado Springs to Airport Road. 
The highway (as Academy Blvd) was periodically extended to the south and west through the 1960s and 1970s until 
1981, when it followed the northern boundary of Fort Carson and met SH 155. In 2007, CDOT turned back all of SH 
83 as it followed Academy Blvd, and redefined the south end of SH 83 as the junction of SH 21 and Interquest 
Parkway, at the approximate location of the highway’s original southern terminus. 

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 83

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 83

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 83 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS. This highway is significant 
under Criterion A in the area of Transportation at the local level.    

Criterion A
Research and review of historic maps and other materials indicates that SH 83 follows a route known to have been 
in place since the early days of settlement along the Front Range in the 1860s. Research has shown it to be an 
important example of an early project of the Colorado Highway Department (CHD). The road provided an important 
connection for ranchers and farmers to transport agricultural goods to markets and railheads in the commercial 
centers of Denver and Colorado Springs. It continued to serve this function well into the later part of the twentieth 
century. As such, SH 83 is significant under Criterion A as an early project of the CHD and as a farm-to-market 
route in the area of Transportation at the local level. 

Criterion B 
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.  

Criterion C
State Highway 83 is considered to be an early or prominent project of the CHD.  However, research and literature 
review yielded no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering design or construction 
techniques that serve to distinguish this highway from other roads and does not appear to exhibit important 
engineering innovations or important later modifications.  The highway’s design and construction appear to fall 
within the established standard practices of state highway design and construction of the time and the highway 
does not possess significance under Criterion C. 

Criterion D 
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 83

083.jpg
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 84

Highway Location:

Counties: Archuleta
Length (Miles): 27.838

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

No Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms (forms) for previously recorded segments of this highway were 
identified in Compass. 

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

084A From the New Mexico State Line northwest via Chrome To Chrome to U.S. 160-A at Pagosa 
Springs

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

None No previously recorded 
segments are found on or 
adjacent to this highway

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 84

Historical Data:

SH 84 is approximately 28 miles long and extends north from the New Mexico border to Pagosa Springs.  The 
highway passes through a forested and mountainous area in southwestern Colorado.    

The earliest transportation corridors in the region were wagon roads that often followed trails established by Native 
Americans.  Settlers from New Mexico moved into the San Luis Valley in the 1850s and established early irrigation 
and water reclamation systems to facilitate agricultural production.  The San Luis Valley developed into a center for 
agriculture and livestock-raising within the region beginning in the mid-nineteenth century (Carter and Mehls 1984: 
46-48).

Railroad construction began in southern Colorado during the 1860s.  The Denver and Rio Grande Railroad (D&RG) 
was organized in 1870 and construction on tracks south of Denver began that same year.  The D&RG reached the 
San Luis Valley by 1877 and expanded throughout the valley over the next several decades connecting communities 
to larger markets; D&RG tracks reached Alamosa in 1878, a line was constructed from Alamosa to Espanola, New 
Mexico in 1880 and from Antonito over Cumbres Pass to Chama, New Mexico, in 1880, and tracks connecting Salida 
and the San Luis Valley were established in 1881 (Carter and Mehls 1984: 46-48, 79-81).  

The popularity of the automobile increased dramatically between 1910 and 1920.  The Good Roads Movement and 
establishment of the Colorado Highway Commission in the first decades of the twentieth century led to the 
establishment of a highway network throughout the region and state (Carter and Mehls, 1984: 138-141).  In 1913 the 
Colorado legislature initiated the creation of a highway (SH 15) across the continental divide in southern Colorado, 
which was located northwest of present-day SH 84.  Earlier routes across the continental divide included wagon 
roads and unimproved roads between New Mexico and Archuleta County in Colorado.  Historic state highway maps 
indicate that a road between Pagosa Springs and New Mexico was established by 1916 and designated as SH 67.  
By 1926 the route was designated SH 17, which also extended into New Mexico and back into Colorado.  The 
westernmost segment of SH 17 generally followed the corridor of present-day SH 84 and was designated as SH 17 
until 1942 when it was changed to SH 84.  As such SH 84 is associated with the same historic themes as SH 17, 
which are summarized below (See the Colorado Historic Highway Inventory Form for SH 17 for more detail).  This 
route of SH 17 went over Cumbres Pass and served as an important transportation corridor in southern Colorado that 
crossed the Continental Divide in the San Juan Mountains. Investigation of a route over Cumbres Pass began in 
1920 when the State Highway Department and the Secretary of Agriculture drew up plans for the survey and 
construction of the highway.  The road was opened to traffic and designated SH 17 in 1924 and extended southeast 
from Pagosa Springs, crossed into northern New Mexico, then re-entered Colorado and went over Cumbres Pass 
through Conejos, Alamosa, and then north through the San Luis Valley to Mineral Hot Springs.  The segment of the 
early route of SH 17 through the San Luis Valley was stair-stepped and generally remained as such until the 1950s 
when and this portion was is no longer designated as SH 17.  A 1924 article from Colorado Highways mentions SH 
17 as important for opening up scenic parts of the state and for providing a shorter route than other existing highways 
between the San Luis and San Juan Valleys.  Prior to its construction, western highway enthusiasts viewed its 
construction as pivotal to the industrial development of southwestern Colorado.  A 1925 Colorado Highways article 
cited many important benefits of the new highway, including increased trade of natural and manufactured commercial 
products between the San Juan Valley and the San Luis Valley, access to previously isolated areas valuable for their 
scenic characteristics and recreational opportunities like fishing and motoring, and the access it provided to tourists 
visiting Mesa Verde National Park further to the west.  Present-day SH 84 between Pagosa Springs and the New 
Mexico state line remained designated as part of SH 17 until 1942 when it was designated SH 84 (“New State Roads 
Open Beautiful Motorist Routes,” Colorado Highways (December 1924): 10; “Cumbres Pass Open to Traffic,” 
Colorado Highways (June and July 1925): 6-7, 24).        

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 84

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 84

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 84 is classified as Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A
The route of SH 84 was associated with same historical themes and the early history of SH 17 from approximately 
1919 through the 1940s.  As such, this highway possesses significance for the same reasons as SH 17 during this 
period.  Prior to its designation as SH 84 this highway formed a portion of SH 17, which was established in 1924 in 
order to provide a transportation corridor between the San Juan Valley and San Luis Valley.  Once constructed, the 
route of the highway, especially the southern portion that crosses Cumbres Pass, served as an important 
transportation corridor across the Continental Divide that facilitated increased commerce, trade, and tourism in a 
previously isolated part of the region.  The highway facilitated development of recreational activities in the area like 
fishing and motoring and also provided tourists with easier access to Mesa Verde National Park.  For these 
reasons, this highway possesses significance in the areas of Transportation and Entertainment/Recreation under 
Criterion A at the local level.  In addition, the early history of SH 17 includes its extension through the San Luis 
Valley adjacent to the former D&RG railroad corridor and served as an important farm-to-market road within the 
valley and provided a direct connection for conveying agricultural goods to market centers and served as a 
prominent transportation corridor within the region at the local level.  As such, the road also possesses significance 
for its association with the overall route of the early history of SH 17 as a farm-to-market road in the area of 
Transportation.  Although not considered an early project by the Colorado Highway Department (CHD), this 
highway is considered a prominent project by the CHD due to the involvement of the Secretary of Agriculture in the 
planning and construction of the route and for the connections that it made throughout the region.  As such, this 
highway possesses significance in the area of Transportation at the local level.  No evidence was found to indicate 
that the highway was built or improved as part of a federal relief project.  

Criterion B
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.

Criterion C
This highway is associated with the early history and same historical themes as SH 17 because it was designated 
and developed as SH 17 through the 1940s.  SH 17 encompassed Cumbres Pass and the portion of the road that 
traverses the Continental Divide, which may exhibit  early and important engineering design or construction 
techniques; however, these features are not related to the portion of the route that is currently designated SH 84.  
Current portions of SH 17 represent those portions of the route that may exhibit features that distinguish it from 
other roads.  Because of this, the highway’s design and construction appear to fall within established standard 
practices of state highway design and construction of the time and this highway does not appear to possess 
significance under Criterion C.  

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 84

Criterion D
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 84
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: U.S. Highway (US) 85

Highway Location:

Counties: El Paso
Length (Miles): 126.121

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

The historical data given on the Colorado Cultural Resource Inventory forms (forms) for previously recorded segments 
of US 85 is derived from the Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple 
Property Submission (MPS) or from Highways to the Sky (Associated Cultural Resource Experts, 2002).  Segments of 
US 85 from Trinidad to Walsenburg include the forms for 5HF1925; 5LA.9132 documented in Highways to the Sky.  

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

085A From East Side of I 25-A (South Chater Oak Ranch Rd) Fountain Interchange North To West of 
I 25 A  just South of Colorado Springs Ending at (Ventucci Blvd)

085B From Jct I 25-A at Founders Parkway in Castle Rock Northwest via Sedalia To I 25-A in Denver 
Begin (Santa Fe Dr)

085C From I 76-A north of Commerce City north via Brighton To U.S. 34-A Sourh of Greeley

085E From Fort Lupton Bus Route - From SH 52-A in Fort Lupton north To U.S. 085C at 16the Street 
North of Fort Lupton

085F From Platteville Bus Route - From SH 66-B in Platteville north To U.S. 85-C north of Platteville

085G From Greeley Bus Route - South of JCT with SH-34A and End of U.S. 85C south of Greeley 
North To U.S. 34D in Greeley

085H From Greeley Bus Route - From U.S. 34-D in Greeley north To U.S. 85-C north of Greeley

085L From U.S. 34-A South of Greeley To the Wyoming State Line

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

5AH.2868.1 Officially not eligible>Field 
not eligible

09/22/2004>03/2004 STATE HIGHWAY 85

5DA.2467.1 Officially not eligible>Field 
not eligible

09/22/2004>03/2004 STATE HIGHWAY 85

5DA.3078 Officially not eligible>Field 
not eligible

11/30/2012>10/2012 US85-192.00BR

5HF.1925.1 Field eligible 1/29/2002 US HIGHWAY 85 - SEGMENT

5LA.9132 Eligible - Officially>Eligible - 
Field

7/27/2000>4/20/2000 STATE HIGHWAY 26, STATE HIGHWAY 
1, US HIGHWAY 85, 87, AND 160, 
COUNTY ROAD 71.1, LINDEN AVENUE

5LA.9132.2 Field eligible 1/29/2002 US HIGHWAY 85 - SEGMENT

5WL.6867.1 Supports eligibility of entire 
linear resource>Field eligible

08/31/2011>05/26/2011 US HIGHWAY 85 - SEGMENT

5WL.6867.2 Supports eligibility of entire 
linear resource>Field eligible

07/26/2012>03/29/2012 US HIGHWAY 85 - SEGMENT

5WL.6867.3 Supports eligibility of entire 
linear resource>Field eligible

07/27/2012>03/29/2012 HIGHWAY 85 - SEGMENT

5WL.6867.4 Does not support eligibility of 
entire linear resource>Field 
eligible

06/13/2013>12/07/2012 HIGHWAY 85 - SEGMENT

5WL.6867.5 Supports eligibility of entire 
linear resource>Field eligible

06/13/2013>12/07/2012 HIGHWAY 85 - SEGMENT
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: U.S. Highway (US) 85

Matthew Salek’s Colorado Highways website is also often cited.  Information is often segment-specific and varies 
greatly in depth, ranging from blank fields for historical data, such as on the form for 5WL.6867.4, to a more thorough 
narrative history contained on the form for 5WL.6867.1d.  Some forms are not available on Compass, such as 
5HF1925.1.

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

5AH.1430 Listed on National Register

5BL.240 Listed - National Register
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: U.S. Highway (US) 85

Historical Data:

Forms for previously recorded segments of this highway were reviewed for historical background information (see 
OAHP Site Numbers above).  In addition, a historical summary of this highway is included in Highways to the Sky.  
This information was used to complete the statement of significance.  No changes are recommended for the historical 
summary in Highways to the Sky.    

The existing historical summary of US 85 in Highways to the Sky relates the history of the extent of the highway as it 
ran the full length in Colorado, with specific details related to the discontinuous segments from Trinidad to 
Walsenburg listed above.  No changes to this history are recommended, but additional information is provided below 
related to the highway prior to the construction of Interstate(I)-25.   

US 85 appears on a 1916 Denver Auto Goods Co. Map as the Great North and South Highway, an early named 
highway in Colorado (Denver Auto Goods Map, 1916; Autobee and Dobson-Brown 2003: E-22, 23).  The long 
segment of the highway that ran from Pueblo north to the Wyoming border roughly followed the route of the 
Cherokee Trail, a historic wagon road that provided access to the goldfields of California in the mid-nineteenth 
century.  The route also followed other lesser-known trails, such as the Taos Trail, also known as Trapper’s Trail 
(Autobee and Dobson-Brown 2003: E-9, E-12).  By 1916 the route was designated as State Highway (SH) 26, then 
SH 1 in 1922, and US 85 in 1927 (Autobee and Dobson-Brown 2003: E-29).  SH 26 was supported by Federal Aid 
Program (FAP) funding after the passage of the Federal-Aid Highway Act in 1916, and the Colorado Highway 
Department laid its first stretch of concrete pavement south of Denver along today’s Santa Fe Drive in 1918 (Autobee 
and Dobson-Brown 2003: E-29).  By the 1920s the route of the highway was generally as it appears today, with large 
segments in place that are now concurrent with I-25, although the route from Colorado Springs to Castle Rock ran 
through Palmer Lake and Larkspur along what is now Spruce Mountain Road (Salek).

By the mid-1920s most of US 85 from the New Mexico State Line to Colorado Springs was oil surfaced.  From 
Colorado Springs north to approximately Nunn the route was paved and graded, but it was unpaved north to the 
Wyoming state line (Colorado State Highway Department Map, 1924).  By 1938 US 85 was paved through its entirety 
in Colorado (Salek).  Paving was completed by Works Progress Administration (WPA) and the Public Works 
Administration (PWA), important Depression-era federal work-relief programs, in the late 1930s (Associated Cultural 
Resource Experts 2002: 11-45).

In the post-World War II period, as intercity automobile traffic increased and congestion became a problem in towns 
along major highways, engineers developed the highway bypass as a solution.  The first highway bypasses in the 
state were constructed for US 85 (Autobee and Dobson-Brown 2003: E-45).  The first of these bypasses was south of 
Pueblo in 1949, the second in Palmer Lake/Larkspur in 1950, and three more bypasses reached completion in 1957 
and relieved congestion on Main Street in Brighton, Denver Avenue in Fort Lupton, and around Fountain south of 
Colorado Springs (Autobee and Dobson-Brown 2003: E-45).  The Eisenhower Administration’s efforts to improve 
highways nationwide beginning in 1957 enhanced US 85 through redesign and resurfacing projects.  It was 
beginning in this period, through the late 1960s, that I-25 was constructed and subsumed large portions of US 85. 

On a national scale US 85 is designated as the CanAm Highway, a later designation that connects Canada with 
Mexico.  Segments of the original alignment of US 85 not contiguous with I-25 and that still carry the US 85 
designation generally follow the early route via business routes in Fort Lupton, Platteville, and Greeley.

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: U.S. Highway (US) 85

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: U.S. Highway (US) 85

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

US 85 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A
US 85 possesses significance in the areas of Transportation and Politics/Government at the state level.  US 85 
once ran the full length of the state of Colorado and was known as the Great North-South Highway.  Following the 
paths of earlier overland routes (most notably the Cherokee Trail) and wagon roads, the route facilitated early 
automobile travel between the agricultural lands of Colorado’s high plains and the mining regions along the Front 
Range during the first several decades of the twentieth century.  As such, in 1917 the road was subject to one of 
the largest expenditures of the state’s first federal highway funding and among the earliest uses of hard surface 
concrete in 1918 as one of the state’s three most well-travelled routes prior to World War II.  US 85 is also 
significant in the area of Transportation as an early and prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department 
(CHD) and in the area of Politics/Government for its direct association with Depression-era federal work-relief 
programs in improving the route during the late 1930s.   

Criterion B 
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.  

Criterion C
Colorado’s earliest highway bypasses were constructed in the post-World War II period, beginning in 1949 through 
1957, with US 85 receiving the first bypasses.  As such, US 85 possesses significance as a representative 
example of an important new road type at the state level in the area of Engineering.  These early examples of the 
bypasses in the state may exhibit physical features reflecting the original design by the CHD.  The portions of US 
85 with a direct association with the WPA and PWA may also exhibit important or distinctive engineering 
achievements reflected in road or road-related resources.  

Criterion D 
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: U.S. Highway (US) 85

085.jpg
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 86

Highway Location:

Counties: Douglas, Elbert
Length (Miles): 61.641

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

No Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms (forms) for previously recorded segments of this highway were 
identified in Compass.   

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

086A From the End of SH 86B at (Ridge Rd) via Franktown, Elizabeth, and Kiowa To I 70-A 
Northwest of Limon

086B From I-25 End U.S. 85B (Santa Fe) East and South To to (RIDGE RD) Start SH 86 A

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

None No previously recorded 
segments are found on or 
adjacent to this highway

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 86

Historical Data:

SH 86 is approximately 62 miles long and is located in central Colorado east of Castle Rock.  The highway extends 
east from Interstate(I)-25, through the towns of Elizabeth, and Kiowa, to I-70.  The general setting of the area in 
which SH 86 extends includes rolling hills as well as agricultural land used for ranching.  Many portions of the road 
corridor also have modern residential development.  

Trade between Native Americans and settlers in the mid-to-late 1800s led to the establishment of trade and travel 
routes that extended across Colorado’s eastern plains.  The trails, highways, and rural roads that eventually made up 
the transportation network in this region facilitated travel through this sparsely-populated area of Colorado.  The 
Santa Fe Trail was the earliest major east-west route through this region and remained as such until important 
highway corridors were developed in the 1920s such as former SH 100 (current U.S. Highway (US) 160) and US 
350, which provided major east-west routes.  Other highways, including present-day US 287, US 350 and US 385, 
the major north-south arteries in this region, provided access to previously remote areas.  The Smoky Hill Trail was 
established in response to the Colorado Gold Rush in 1859 and provided the shortest route to Colorado’s gold fields.  
The trail extended from Atchison, Kansas, on the Missouri River to Denver.  Used initially by gold miners, wagon 
trains, and immigrants seeking fortunes, the trail also became a main route for stage and freight lines.  Settlers also 
followed the trail to establish farms and ranches along its route through Colorado.  Three different branches made up 
the Smoky Trail, including the North, Middle, and South.  That portion of SH 86 between I-70 and Elizabeth generally 
follows the route of the South Branch of the Smoky Hill Trail.     

The southern plains boasted the largest cattle industry in the state during the late nineteenth century.  Due to the arid 
climate, in the late nineteenth and twentieth century irrigation canals were constructed in the region to facilitate 
agriculture that included wheat, hay, oats, corn, sugar beets, watermelon, cantaloupe, and other crops.  The entry of 
the Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fe Railroad into Colorado during the late nineteenth century resulted in the 
settlement and growth of towns.  During the early twentieth century, farm-to-market roads were constructed to link 
these rural areas with regional market centers like Colorado Springs and Pueblo.  The popularity of the automobile 
increased dramatically between 1910 and 1920.  The Good Roads Movement and establishment of the Colorado 
Highway Commission in the first decades of the twentieth century led to the establishment of a highway network 
throughout the region and state.  Smaller communities increasingly saw the benefits of highway access, which led to 
further highway construction along less traveled routes in the 1920s and 1930s.  (McTighe 1984: 35-11; Noel et al 
1994: 25, 29; Wyckoff 1999: 157-170).   

Historic state highway maps indicate a portion of the road that became SH 86 was in place by 1916 and extended 
from Castle Rock to Kiowa.  The road was extended east to Riverbend at US 40 by the mid-1920s.  The entirety of 
the highway was paved by 1972.  The western terminus has been relocated several times in the past three decades 
but currently connects to the Founders Parkway bypass on the northeast side of Castle Rock.  Major travel routes 
within the region include I-70, I-76, US 40, and US 40/US 287 that extend from neighboring borders with Nebraska, 
Kansas, and Oklahoma to Denver.  SH 86 is located along a portion of the Smoky Hill Trail and developed as a rural 
connector road providing remote areas with access to other major transportation corridors like US 40.  (Autobee and 
Dobson-Brown 2003: E-9; Smoky Hill Trail Association 2011)

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 86

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 86

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 86 is classified as a Cultural Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A
As a Cultural Route, this highway possesses significance under Criterion A in the area of Transportation for its 
association with the Smoky Hill Trail.  The route and alignment of this highway evolved from the South Branch of 
the Smoky Hill Trail, an important early transportation corridor established during the Colorado gold rush that 
developed into an important travel and trade route between Kansas and Denver.  A portion of the route was 
constructed in the early years of the Colorado Highway Department (CHD) but the route as a whole was gradually 
extended and improved over time and does not represent an early, singular project constructed by the CHD.  
Although it historically linked Castle Rock with areas to the east, research neither indicates that SH 86 served as a 
farm-to-market road providing direct and important access between an important agricultural region and its market, 
nor that the highway or component segments constructed as part of a Depression-era federal work relief project.  
SH 86 possesses significance under Criterion A in the area of Transportation for its association with an early 
transportation corridor important at the state level.   

Criterion B
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.

Criterion C
This highway is not considered to be an early or prominent project of the CHD.  Research and literature review 
yielded no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering design or construction techniques 
that serve to distinguish this highway from other roads and does not appear to exhibit important engineering 
innovations or important later modifications.  The highway’s design and construction appear to fall within the 
established standard practices of state highway design and construction of the time and the highway does not 
possess significance under Criterion C.  
   
Criterion D
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 86

086.jpg
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 88

Highway Location:

Counties: Denver, Arapahoe
Length (Miles): 19.171

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

SH 88 has not been previously surveyed. The Federal Boulevard overpass (5DV.10746), which bridges W. Colfax 
Avenue and is part of both SH 88 and US 287, was documented in 2010 and determined to be eligible. 

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

088A From U.S. 40-C and U.S. 287-C at West Colfax Ave in Denver south via Federal Blvd and east 
via Belleview Ave To I 25-A in South Denver

088B From the East Side Ramps at I-25 South of Denver East Along Arapahoe Road To SH 83-A 
(Parker Road and Arapahoe)

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

5DV.10746 Eligible - Officially >Eligible - 
Field

9/17/2010>8/24/2010 Federal Boulevard Overpass

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 88

Historical Data:

SH 88 is 19.67 miles in length and begins at its northern point at the cloverleaf intersection of Federal Boulevard and 
W. Colfax Avenue. It continues south as Federal Boulevard and South Federal Boulevard to Belleview, where it turns 
east and is continuous with Belleview Avenue until the intersection with Interstate(I)-25, where it ends on the east 
side of the intersection at MM 14.77. 

The highway runs through a cross-section of urban landscapes, with the northern part of the Federal Boulevard 
segments traversing a commercial corridor associated with older (1920s) neighborhoods, becoming more suburban, 
with post-World War II era shopping centers and tract housing, as the highway extends south. The segment of SH 88 
that comprises Belleview Avenue from Federal to I-25 is generally a late twentieth century commercial corridor from 
Federal to Broadway, with chain stores dominating the otherwise residential landscape. East of Broadway, Belleview 
runs through a changing landscape of post-World War II suburban housing and much newer suburban housing. From 
University Blvd east to I-25 the landscape is one of newer, upscale residential development, interspersed with parks 
and open space as the highway defines the border between Greenwood Village and Cherry Hills Village. A separate 
segment of SH 88 (88B) extends east along Arapahoe Road from the intersection of Arapahoe Road and I-25 to the 
intersection of Arapahoe Road and Parker Road. 

Over time, SH 88 has been repeatedly re-engineered to facilitate increased traffic. Federal Boulevard was paved and 
a traffic light installed at the intersection with West Colfax Avenue after a 1927 report by the Colorado Highway 
Department reported it to be one of the most traveled arterial streets in the west half of the city. As the city grew in the 
1940s and 1950s, traffic congestion increased, and the city widened Federal in the mid-1950s. The cloverleaf 
interchange at West Colfax and Federal was completed in 1960. At the other end of the highway, a fly-over overpass 
at Arapahoe Road and Parker Road was completed in 2012, to alleviate traffic congestion at the intersection (Salek 
2014). 

SH 88 is an original 1920s highway. Belleview from Broadway east to Parker Road was the original SH 88. In 1939 
the highway was extended east along Quincy into the Lowry Field Bombing Range, although this extension was no 
longer in place by 1954, after the bombing range was decommissioned. SH 88 extended west to Santa Fe by 1956, 
and with the “purge” of 1968, SH 88 came to include Belleview to Federal and Federal (formerly SH 75) from 
Belleview north to W. Colfax. The segment (88B) that follows Arapahoe Road from I-25 to Parker was designated in 
1959, although at that time it was only a stretch of graveled road. It was paved by 1961, however, and re-engineered 
as an expressway in the late 1970s and early 1990s. 

The earliest development on what is now SH 88 is the portion of Federal Boulevard from West Colfax to Alameda. 
Beginning in the 1870s, what is now Federal Boulevard was an unpaved road that served to connect scattered 
homesteads.  Later, it bordered the platted subdivisions annexed to the city in the 1890s, running north to the east-
west arteries that reached the core of Denver and the more established residential neighborhoods and industrial 
areas along Federal to the north of W. Colfax. The city annexed lands south of Alameda in the 1940s and later in the 
post-World War II period, and increased automobile traffic was generated by the large postwar housing 
developments built in the 1950s, leading to re-engineering along Federal and Belleview, as well as a high rate of 
commercial development and ongoing redevelopment (City and County of Denver, 1947). The highway segments of 
the route were enhanced to help facilitate increased automobile traffic related to post-World War II housing 
developments.

Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway System, Colorado State 
Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, plans in the Online 
Transportation Information System (OTIS) and site forms for previously surveyed resources in Compass when 
available.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 88

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 88

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 88 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A 
SH 88 is classified as an Engineered Route and possesses significance under Criterion A. The northern part of the 
highway (Federal Boulevard between Belleview and Colfax) has historically been one of the major north-south 
arteries in the west part of Denver.  SH 88 south of Denver facilitated development of the post World War II housing 
developments.  As such, SH 88 possesses significance under Criterion A in the areas of Transportation and 
Community Planning and Development for its role in post-World War II suburban development at the local level.

Criterion B 
Research did not reveal SH 88 to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in history, 
nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction of this 
highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does not 
possess significance under Criterion B.  

Criterion C 
This highway is not considered to be an early or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department.  
Research and literature review yielded no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering 
design or construction techniques that serve to distinguish this highway from other roads and does not appear to 
exhibit important engineering innovations or important later modifications.  The highway’s design and construction 
appear to fall within the established standard practices of state highway design and construction of the time and the 
highway does not possess significance under Criterion C. 

Criterion D 
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 88
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 89

Highway Location:

Counties: Prowers, Baca
Length (Miles): 34.361

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

No Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms for previously recorded segments of this highway were identified in 
Compass.    

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

089A From SH 116-A at Lycan North To SH 50-B at Holly

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

None No previously recorded 
segments are found on or 
adjacent to this highway

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 89

Historical Data:

SH 89 is a two-lane paved roadway that extends from the town of Holly in Prowers County south to SH 116 in Baca 
County for approximately 34 miles.  By 1916, state highway maps illustrate an unimproved roadway extending south 
from Holly to the Oklahoma state line along what eventually became SH 89, following a different alignment because 
portions have been straightened and the current route has been substantially shortened.  The roadway was 
designated SH 89 by 1924 according to state highway maps and extended south to Stonington.  By 1930 a portion 
immediately south of Holly was improved and by 1940 the route was extended north to Towner.  State highway maps 
indicate that at periods between the 1950s and 1970s the length and termini of SH 89 varied.  By the mid-1970s the 
entire route, between Holly and U.S. Highway (US) 160, corresponding to the current route, was paved according to 
state highway maps.  Available plans indicate that Federal Aid Project Nos. S0089 and RS0089 along the route 
included road grading and pavement, new drainage structures, and some intersection realignments in the mid-1970s.  

Research and historical mapping does not indicate that SH 89 provided access to specific destinations, rather it 
served as a link between county and state highways and comprised part of the rural transportation network to the 
north and south of Holly.  

Settlement in southeastern Colorado occurred in the early 1800s as a result of regional trade along the Santa Fe and 
Cherokee Trails, whose routes generally followed the Arkansas River Valley corridor and subsequently formed 
portions of the route of present-day US 50.  Southeastern Colorado boasted the largest cattle industry in the state 
during the late nineteenth century.  A 1941 Colorado Guidebook cites the town of Holly as the center of the region 
once dotted with cattle ranches.  Due to the arid climate, in the late nineteenth century irrigation canals and reservoirs 
were constructed in the region to facilitate ranching and agriculture that included wheat, hay, oats, corn, sugar beets, 
watermelon, cantaloupe, and other crops.  The earliest reservoir system in the Arkansas Valley was constructed near 
Holly in 1890.  (Colorado State Planning Commission, 1941: 301)  During the early twentieth century, farm-to-market 
roads and major regional transportation corridors were constructed to link these rural areas with regional market 
centers, such as former SH 100 (current US 160), the major east-west route, and present-day US 287, US 350 and 
US 385, the major north-south arteries in this region. (Noel et al 1994: 25, 29; Wyckoff 1999: 167-170)          

The current route SH 89 was developed as one of several rural regional connector roads providing access to other 
roads to the north and south of Holly.  Research and review of historic mapping does not indicate that SH 89 served 
as a farm-to-market road or provided direct access to destinations and transportation corridors related to important 
historic themes such as industry or commerce.   

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 89

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 89

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 89 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A
Research did not indicate that this highway is an example of an early or prominent project by the Colorado Highway 
Department (CHD), was built or improved as part of a federal work relief project, or had a direct and important 
association with other important historical themes.  Historically, SH 89 provided access and connections to other 
state and county roads offering access to routine local and rural regional destinations, primarily other roads, 
notably US 50 and US 160.  The highway did not function as a main transportation route for providing direct 
connectivity as a farm-to-market road between an important agricultural region and its market.  As such, it does not 
possess significance under Criterion A.   

Criterion B
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.

Criterion C
This highway is not considered to be an early or prominent project of the CHD.  Research and literature review 
yielded no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering design or construction techniques 
that serve to distinguish this highway from other roads and does not appear to exhibit important engineering 
innovations or important later modifications.  The highway’s design and construction appear to fall within the 
established standard practices of state highway design and construction of the time and the highway does not 
possess significance under Criterion C. 
   
Criterion D
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 89
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 90

Highway Location:

Counties: Montrose
Length (Miles): 42.135

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

Two Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms for previously recorded segments of this highway, including 
5MN.8199.1 and 5MN.8199.2, were identified in Compass.  Paradox Road/State Primary Road 20/State Highway 90 
(5MN.8199.1) corresponds to an abandoned section of road bed that was determined officially eligible in 2007 
because it played a role in economic and community development in the area and as a good example of early 
twentieth-century highway engineering with a ditched and crowned roadbed.  A former segment of Old Highway 90 
(5MN.8199.2) was determined not eligible in 2009. 

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

090A From the Utah State Line southeast via Bedrock To SH 141-A at Vancorum

090B From CR 90 and Shavano Valley Rd Southwest of Montrose Northeast To SH 50-A and SH 550-
B in Montrose

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

5MN.8199.1 106 - Officially eligible>Field 
eligible>Field eligible

09/04/2007>09/13/2007>
07/03/2007

PARADOX ROAD, STATE PRIMARY 
ROAD 20, STATE HIGHWAY 90 - 
SEGMENT

5MN.8199.2 Officially not eligible>Field 
not eligible

01/14/2009>10/14/2008 OLD HIGHWAY 90 - SEGMENT

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 90

Historical Data:

SH 90 is approximately 42 miles long and includes two segments.  The western segment extends between the Utah 
border and SH 141 near Naturita for approximately 34 miles. The eastern segment travels west from Montrose for 
approximately 8 miles.  The two segments were connected during the early history and development of the road.  
Southwestern Colorado is a generally mountainous region that owes much of its history to mining.  The earliest 
transportation corridors in southwest Colorado were wagon roads that often followed trails established by Native 
Americans, explorers, fur trappers, and traders.  The Colorado Gold Rush of 1859 brought an influx of people to 
Colorado’s southwestern region in search of fortune and led to the establishment of mining camps through the area 
to supply activities at the mines and those working there. To the southeast of the highway towns, such as  Silverton, 
Placerville, and Ouray, began as mining camps and supply centers for mining districts for gold, silver, lead, and zinc 
that were mined at various periods throughout the region.  Uranium mining became an important industry in the post-
World War II Era with mines located near Naturita (Colorado State Planning Commission 1941; 141, 426; Ubbelohde 
et al 2006; 175-177; Colorado Cultural Resource Survey Inventory Form, SH 141 (5MN.6048).  Research did not find 
that SH 90 provided specific important connections for the mining industry in the region, as early roads in the region 
commonly were built to connect mining camps, mining districts, and communities.  Important associations with mining 
is better illustrated by US 550, SH 141, and other highways in the region that are recognized as possessing 
significance.

The Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory form for 5MN.8199.1 indicates that the SH 90 corridor was likely 
established by the 1890s and extended from the Utah border through the communities of Naturita, Pinon, and 
eastward to Montrose.  Between 1894 and 1904 the Colorado Cooperative Company worked to construct an 18-mile 
combination irrigation ditch near Naturita and the Paradox Road, a predecessor to SH 90, which served as an 
important transportation corridor at that time.  (Ubbelohde et al 2006; 175-177; Wyckoff 1999; 53, Colorado State 
Planning Commission 1941; 423-425).   

In 1904 the Colorado Cooperative Company established the community of Nucla, located to the north of Naturita 
accessed via SH 97, as a cooperative colony.  The Colorado Cooperative Company was part of the larger national 
cooperative movement in the U.S. in which utopian colonies were founded based on principles of communal living.  
The impacts of the larger cooperative movement in Colorado include the efforts of the Colorado Cooperative Colony, 
which established the Union Colony, later renamed Greely, in 1870 and later the Colorado Cooperative Company 
which established Nucla.  First named Pinon and later Nucla, the community was established as the result of the 
efforts of the Colorado Cooperative Company, which was incorporated earlier in 1894.  Nucla operated as a camp 
and attracted hundreds communal settlers in the late nineteenth century.  The work of the Colorado Cooperative 
Company included construction of an irrigation ditch to convey water to farms in Tabeguache Park, along with other 
community services and infrastructure.  In 1904 the Nucla Town Improvement was organized.  Later the Colorado 
Cooperative Company became the Colorado Ditch Company, which continues to provide water to Nucla.  The 
Colorado Cooperative Company petitioned the Montrose County Commissioners to build a road between Paradox 
and Montrose, which resulted in the predecessor of SH 90, the Paradox Road. The Paradox Road was not completed 
until 1915 and became state primary road 20 before designated SH 90 (Frontier in Transition: A History of 
Southwestern Colorado; Ubbelohde et al 2006; 175-177; Wyckoff 1999; 53; Colorado State Planning Commission 
1941; 423-425).  Clark, 1999; Denver Public Library, 2013; Site Form 5MN8199.1).  While the Colorado Cooperative 
Company petitioned for the construction of the Paradox Road to provide greater access within the region, SH 90 
does not provide direct access or to have played a pivotal role in their operations.  Important associations with the 
cooperative movement and the Colorado Cooperative Company is better illustrated by SH 97, which provided direct 
access and would have played a more pivotal role in the operations of the colony at Nucla.

The popularity of the automobile increased dramatically throughout the state between 1910 and 1920. The Good 
Roads Movement and founding of the Colorado Highway Department in the first decades of the twentieth century led 
to the establishment of a highway network throughout the region and state (Carter and Mehls 1984: 138-141).  

Paradox Road first became part of the state system as State Primary Road 20 and the counties through which it 
traveled were responsible for maintenance and upgrades.  Historic state highway maps confirm that the corridor was 
in place by 1916.  The road was designated SH 90 by 1926 and extended from the Utah border through Paradox to 
U.S. Highway (US) 50 in Montrose at that time.  Historic state highway maps indicate that by 1954 the majority of the 
route was turned back except for a small segment on the west side of Montrose, which corresponds to the present-
day eastern segment.  As summarized on the Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory form for 5MN.8199.1, a 
subsequent uranium boom eventually led to the reinstatement of SH 90 between Utah and Vancorum; however, the 
route between Vancorum to Montrose remained a local road and according to Salek, bypassed Paradox rather than 
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 90

through Paradox as it had before.  In 2010 U.S. Highway (US) 50 was routed onto the San Juan Bypass around 
downtown Montrose; it had previously come south on Townsend and east on Main Street.  As a result, SH 90 no 
longer met US 50 in Montrose.  

Road building in mountainous areas addressed challenging terrain and high altitude passes; however, no information 
was found to indicate the design, engineering, or construction of this highway differed from other roads in the region.  
This road was one of many that functioned to supply and support towns and area industries by providing links to 
regional transportation corridors, towns, and cities.  Research, literature review, and historic mapping does not 
indicate that this highway provided direct access to destinations related to important historic themes.  SH 90 was not 
a prominent rote and was relinquished and its length shortened.  Historically it comprised one component of the 
overall transportation network by linking other highways and providing access to local destinations. 

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 90

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 90

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 90 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A
The road corridor that eventually became SH 90 was constructed prior to 1916 as the Paradox Road and 
represents an early project completed by the Colorado Highway Department.  While the route served as an early 
transportation corridor that connected Paradox, Naturita, and Montrose, it was one road among many in this region 
of the state that served mining activities and provided goods and services to communities.  Other roads better 
represent important associations with mining activities.  While the route is associated with the Colorado 
Cooperative Company and its efforts to establish Nucla, this road did not provide direct access and this theme is 
better illustrated by SH 97.  Research did not indicate the road was built or improved as part of a Depression-era 
federal work relief program or that it served as a farm-to-market route connecting an agricultural region to larger 
market centers.  For these reasons, SH 90 does not possesses significance under Criterion A.         

Criterion B
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.

Criterion C
Previous documentation indicates that the route may possess significance as a representative example of early 
twentieth-century highway engineering of a ditched and crowned roadbed; however, research and literature review 
yielded no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering techniques that serve to distinguish 
this highway from other roads within mountainous areas of the state.  The highway’s design and construction 
appear to have utilized techniques common to other roads in this area.  Overall this highway appears to reflect the 
standard types of design and construction practices and it does not appear to possess distinctive features resulting 
in significance under Criterion C.     

Criterion D
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 90
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 91

Highway Location:

Counties: Lake, Summit
Length (Miles): 22.342

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

No Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms for previously recorded segments of this highway were identified in 
Compass.    

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

091A From SH 24-A North of Leadville North via Fremont Pass and Climax To I 70-A at Copper 
Mountain

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

None No previously recorded 
segments are found on or 
adjacent to this highway

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 91

Historical Data:

SH 91 begins at the junction with U.S. Highway (US) 24 just north of Leadville and travels north via Fremont Pass 
and Climax to Interstate(I)-70 and Copper Mountain exit. The entire extent of the highway is 22.342 miles. SH 91 
does not enter the town of Leadville, thus no historic districts are located immediately adjacent to this highway.

Early travel maps show the route of SH 91 traveled from Leadville over Fremont Pass to Dillon. By 1924, the route 
was marked 91 and extended over Loveland Pass and then east to Georgetown, ending at Empire.  By 1936, the 
segment from Leadville to Climax was paved. In 1939, a change was made to the eastern end and it terminated just 
east of Empire at US 40.  By 1938, maps indicate that the route from Leadville to Empire was marked as U.S. 
Highway (US) 6. By 1946, the entire route was paved except the summits of Loveland and Fremont passes.  By 
1941, Vail Pass was complete and maps no longer showed US 6 south from Wheeler Junction (now Copper 
Mountain) to Leadville (Salek). State travel maps from 1941 show SH 91 marked from Dillon to Leadville but 
cosigned with US 6 from Wheeler Junction to Dillon. The construction of I-70 in the late 1960s removed most of US 6 
from Wheeler Junction to Empire, thus the route was no longer marked US 6 or SH 91 (Salek). The current alignment 
of SH 91, marked as extending from Copper Mountain to Leadville, dates to 1964.

Beginning with the gold rush that began in 1859, Colorado’s mining industry was a significant contributor to the 
state’s economic, political, and social development.  This trend continued as the industry expanded with the 
discovery of silver, copper, lead and zinc in the central mountain region and resulted in population explosions in 
mining camps and nearby supply centers.  Technological advances such as smelting allowed these ores to be more 
successfully processed and contributed to the increase in mine production. Wagon roads and railroads were 
essential to the transportation needs of the mining industries and the communities that surrounded them.  At times, 
wagon roads were the only access to in the narrow and steep mountain canyons.  Some of these wagon roads and 
railroad grades later became part of the state highway system. Leadville became an important supply, processing, 
and transportation hub for the mining industries in the Central Mountain region.

Leadville was a successful mining town beginning in the late 1870s. The discovery of high-grade silver ore created a 
booming town important in Colorado’s mining history.  Early prospectors to the area in 1860 and 1861 initially 
extracted gold.  By the mid 1870s, much of the gold was mined. However, the area also contained high-grade silver 
ore that proved more economic to mine. The construction of a smelter in 1877 created the push the town needed.  
Silver developed as an important industry that lead to further investments in mining.  Leadville’s silver boom lasted 
until the economic depression of 1893 (Abbott 1994 :101-102).

The economic depression of 1893 did not entirely wipe out mining in Leadville.  A second gold boom occurred during 
the late 1890s and the need for other minerals and heavy metals resulted in mining continuing until World War II. For 
example, molybdenum was discovered near the town of Climax by 1900 but was not mined until 1918 when the 
Climax Molybdenum Mine Corporation was consolidated.  Molybdenum is used to help harden steel, thus was 
needed during the first World War and the growth of the automobile industry. The Climax mine produced most of the 
world’s Molybdenum and was boosted by high demand and prices until the early 1980s (Fell and Twitty 2005: E-63).

The mining industry required railroads.  Leadville was served by a couple of railroads during its boom days, including 
the Denver & Rio Grande Railroad which arrived from the south in 1880.  However, the town also relied on wagon 
and stage routes for travelers and moving equipment and to convey goods and people from the mines to the 
railroads.  Early survey maps from 1879 to 1881 show the roads along with the railroad grades into the town of 
Climax and Leadville along the current route of SH 91 such as the Colorado Midland and the Denver Rio Grande 
(USGS maps and Fell and Twitty 2005: E-20). By the late 1930s and 1940s, most of the railroads stopped operating 
in this area, and roads became more important to transport mining materials (Fell and Twitty 2005: E-41).

SH 91 connected the town of Leadville to the other mining communities of Climax, Frisco, Georgetown, and Empire 
until the late 1940s when the routings were changed to US 6 and eventually I-70.  The gold and silver mining and 
later molybdenum industry in the area relied heavily on SH 91 to transport materials and people. 

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 91

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 91

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 91 has significance as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A
SH 91 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  Research and literature 
review indicate that this highway evolved from earlier local roads and subsequently functioned as part of the early 
state highway system and provided an important connection to transport mining materials to larger markets.  The 
current route is associated with providing a direct connection to transport materials such as silver, lead, and 
molybdenum.  As such, SH 91 possesses significance under Criterion A in the area of Transportation and Industry 
for its direct and important role in facilitating the development of mining at the state level. 

Criterion B 
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate that SH 91 represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, SH 91 does not 
possess significance under Criterion B.  

Criterion C 
As a representative example, a state highway that exhibits physical features indicative of an important type or 
subtype identified in the MPS reflecting its original design or important variation may possess significance.   A state 
highway may also possess significance for particularly important engineering achievements.  

State Highway 91 is not considered to be an early or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department.  
Research and literature review yielded no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering 
design or construction techniques that serve to distinguish this highway from other roads and does not appear to 
exhibit important engineering innovations or important later modifications.  The highway’s design and construction 
appear to fall within the established standard practices of state highway design and construction of the time and the 
highway does not possess significance under Criterion C. 

Criterion D 
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 92

Highway Location:

Counties: Delta, Montrose, Gunnison
Length (Miles): 73.204

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

No Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms for previously recorded segments of this highway were identified in 
Compass.  

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

092A From SH 50-A in Delta east via Hotchkiss and southeast via Crawford and Black Mesa To SH 
50-A at Blue Mesa Dam

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

None No previously recorded 
segments are found on or 
adjacent to this highway

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 92

Historical Data:

SH 92 is approximately 73 miles long and extends between U.S. Highway (US) 50 in Delta and the US 50 junction 
west of Sapinero.  Western Colorado is dominated by the Colorado Plateau, which extends from western Colorado 
into eastern Utah, northern Arizona, and northwestern New Mexico.  The region is characterized by a high desert 
environment that includes mesas, canyons, and a few scattered forests.  Scattered settlement and farming in the 
region began in earnest in the 1880s.  Agriculture in the Grand River and Gunnison River valleys focused on fruit-
growing, which was well-suited for the low elevations and long growing season.  The fruit growing region extended 
from Fruita, Grand Junction, and Palisade along the Colorado River to Delta, Hotchkiss, and Paonia on the North 
Fork of the Gunnison River.  Agricultural development was accompanied by the construction of railroads as they 
quickly mobilized to provide transportation and economic opportunity for farmers, ranchers, and other businesses. 
The Denver & Rio Grande Railroad built the first lines into the San Juan, Gunnison, and Colorado (Grand) River 
valleys between 1881 to 1883 and helped develop the towns of Grand Junction, Montrose, and Delta, and others 
(Wyckoff 1999: 227-231).    

The Good Roads Movement and establishment of the Colorado Highway Department in the first decades of the 
twentieth century led to the establishment of a highway network throughout the region and state (Carter and Mehls 
1984: 138-141).  Historic state highway maps indicate a road along the general corridor of present-day SH 92 with 
similar termini was in place by 1916.  The route was designated SH 92 by 1926.  Between 1940 and 1954 the route 
extended for a short segment west of Delta along the south side of US 50 where it connected to US 50 at its western 
terminus.  U.S. Public Works Project No. N.R.S. 379, located between Crawford and Maher, dates to 1934 and 
included bridge work as well as updates to the roadway.  Plans for other federal relief projects along SH 92 identified 
during research date to 1935 and include N.R.S. Project No. 379-B south of Crawford along the same corridor and 
U.S. Public Works Highway Project No. N.R.S.-W.R. 409 located on the east side of Delta.   According to Salek the 
construction of the Blue Mesa Reservoir in 1966 led to a slight realignment of SH 92.    
  
(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 92

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 92

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 92 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A
The road corridor that eventually became SH 92 was constructed by 1916, just a few years after the establishment 
of the Colorado Highway Department (CHD) as is significant under Transportation as an early example.  No 
evidence suggests this road served as an important farm-to-market road or was pivotal in the transfer of 
agricultural goods or livestock within the region.  In addition, research did not indicate that the road has other 
important associations to mining or industry that distinguish it from other roads in the region.  Although it was 
constructed in the early years of the CHD no evidence suggests that it was a prominent transportation route that 
provided a direct connection to destinations related to important historic themes.  However, several Depression-era 
federal work relief projects were completed along SH 92 in 1934 and 1935 and the segments in which these 
projects occurred possess significance under Criterion A in the areas of Transportation and Politics/Government at 
the state level.

Criterion B
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.

Criterion C
Research and literature review yielded no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering 
design or construction techniques that serve to distinguish this highway from other roads within the mountainous 
southwest region and it does not appear to exhibit important engineering innovations or important later 
modifications.  The highway’s design and construction appear to fall within the established standard practices of 
state highway design and construction of the time and the highway does not possess significance under Criterion 
C.   

Criterion D
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 92

significance under Criterion D.
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 92
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 93

Highway Location:

Counties: Boulder, Jefferson
Length (Miles): 19.69

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms for previously recorded segments of this highway listed above and 
available in Compass were reviewed for this highway.   5JF.4297.1 provided the most useful historical information 
about SH 93.

There are two historic districts that are adjacent to SH 93: 5BL.535, Mapleton Hill Historic District in Boulder and 
5JF.1227/5JF.1014, Rocky Flats Plant.  The Mapleton Hill Historic District touches the end point of SH 93, but the 
district nomination form does not discuss the highway.  The former Rocky Flats Plant was located 1.14 miles east of 
SH 93.  The National Register of Historic places Nomination for that property does not include a discussion of 
transportation.

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

093A From SH 58-A in Golden North To SH 119-A and (Broadway) in Boulder

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

5BL.5033.1 Field not eligible>Officially 
needs data>Field not eligible

08/18/1994>04/01/2013>
11/21/2012

OLD US ROUTE 93 - SEGMENT

5JF.3920.1 Officially not eligible>Field 
not eligible

05/25/2006>02/18/2005 UNIDENTIFIED ROAD SEGMENT

5JF.3931.1 Officially not eligible>Field 
not eligible

05/25/2006>02/18/2005 OLD US ROUTE 93

5JF.4297.1 Officially not eligible>Field 
not eligible

01/09/2007>10/07/2005 STATE HIGHWAY 93, FOOTHILLS 
HIGHWAY

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

5BL.535 Mapleton CLG - District

5JF.1014

5JF.1227
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 93

Historical Data:

The current alignment of SH 93 begins at the junction of SH 58 in Golden and travels north for 19.69 miles to Boulder 
and ends at the junction with SH 119-A (Broadway).

The route of SH 93 is evident on an early 1916 travel map as a route that went from Morrison along Hogback Road to 
Golden (5JF.4297.1). This was the only north-south route that traveled along the west side of the hogback. In 1939, 
the hogback segment was paved and extended north to Marshall.  The Golden to Marshall segment was not paved 
until 1955 (Salek).  Previous forms indicate that the alignment of the SH 93 from Golden to Boulder was changed 
prior to 1955 (5JF.4297.1). The segment from Marshall to Boulder was originally SH 170 and renumbered SH 93 by 
1954 (USGS maps; Salek).  Currently the segment from Golden south to Morrison is Jefferson County Road 93 and 
no longer part of the state highway system.  

The historic themes for Boulder County include coal and mineral mining, agriculture and ranching, and automobile 
tourism.  Gold was first discovered in the mountains west of Boulder in 1859. Coal mining began in the 1860s and 
lasted until the mid 1930s. Gold and coal mining industries relied extensively on railroads to transport materials to 
and from the mines.  However, wagon and later, automobile roads, also provided transportation of the workers and 
materials to the mining fields and to the towns where the workers lived.  Shortly after the arrival of prospectors, 
settlers established farms and ranches, organized and built irrigation systems, and founded communities and 
communal agricultural societies.  These agricultural communities helped supply the mining communities of the gold 
and coal industry and provided a thriving economy for the region (Wolfenbarger, 2008: E-1). With the decline of 
mining and the rise of the late 19th century tourist travel, many former mining towns relied on tourism for their 
livelihood.  By the 1920s the growth of automobile tourism was an important contribution to the economy in these 
communities.  The improvement of roads for the purpose of tourism was successful in attracting new visitors to the 
region and provided a new industry for the towns that otherwise would have disappeared (Abele 1998: E-7). 

The section of the highway between Morrison and Golden that is no longer part of the state highway designation has 
an association with tourism, mineral mining, and local quarries. The towns of Morrison and Golden were entry points 
to the Denver Mountain Parks scenic drives and accessed the mountain canyons and towns for visitors. This part of 
the road was associated with quarrying in areas along the hogback as it was used to transport clay, sand, and gravel 
quarried in the areas near Golden and Morrison (Norman 2012: 1).  Although this segment of SH 93 has not been 
part of the State Highway system since the mid 1950s, these historic associations are important.

The current highway alignment links two front range cities: Golden and Boulder. These cities first developed as 
supply communities for the gold mining industry and as markets for the ranches and farms located between the two 
cities.  Today, SH 93 provides a direct transportation link for commuters between Golden and Boulder.  By the 1950s, 
SH 93 also served as the direct access for the Rocky Flats Plant, 12 miles north of Golden.  The Rocky Flats Plant 
was first built in 1951 and was in operation from 1952 to 1989.   Rocky Flats was part of the nationwide nuclear 
weapons manufacturing complex during the Cold War.  The plant manufactured trigger mechanisms for nuclear 
weapons.  SH 93 was the only access point for workers on the west side of the plant until the late 1964 when an 
eastern gate was opened via Indiana Street.   By 1957, 1,575 employees were working and commuting to the Rocky 
Flats Plant using roads such as SH 93 (Ackland 1999: 125).  It is estimated that during the entire production years, 
over 23,000 people worked at the plant (Ackland 1999: 247).  The property was closed in 1989 and today the site is 
the Rocky Flats National Wildlife Refuge and is listed on the National Register of Historic Places (EPA website).

Research indicates that SH 93 provided a direct link to the Rocky Flats Plant, which is an important destination 
associated with the Cold War.   In addition, the early history of the route as it originally extended, has important 
historic associations with mining and recreation that make SH 93 significant in the area of transportation.

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 93

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 93

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 93 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.

Criterion A
SH  93 is significant under Criterion A for its association with the Cold War nuclear bomb plant of Rocky Flats.  SH 
93 was the transportation corridor to transport materials and workers to the site.  Until the east entrance to the plant 
was built in the mid 1960s, SH 93 provided direct access and was the only entrance to the plant for workers and 
materials.  As such, the highway possesses significance under Criterion A at the state level under the areas of 
significance of Transportation and Military for its role in the development of critical Cold War facilities.   

The section of the route between Morrison and Golden that that is no longer considered a state highway was the 
only link between the supply communities of Morrison and Golden for quarrying during the early part of the 19th 
century.  Additionally, this section provided a gateway to the Denver Mountain Parks scenic drives thus providing 
automobile tourists access to the beauty of mountain parks.  As such, SH 93 possesses significance under 
Criterion A for its associations under the areas of Entertainment/Recreation and Industry for its association with 
quarrying and mining at the local level.

Criterion B 
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.  

Criterion C
As a representative example, a state highway that exhibits physical features indicative of an important type or 
subtype identified in the MPS reflecting its original design or important variation may possess significance.   A state 
highway may also possess significance for particularly important engineering achievements.  

State Highway 93 is not considered to be an early or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department.  
Research and literature review yielded no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering 
design or construction techniques that serve to distinguish this highway from other roads and does not appear to 
exhibit important engineering innovations or important later modifications.  The highway’s design and construction 
appear to fall within the established standard practices of state highway design and construction of the time and the 
highway does not possess significance under Criterion C.  

Criterion D 
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, State Highway 093 does not possess 

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 93

significance under Criterion D.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 93

093.jpg
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 94

Highway Location:

Counties: El Paso, Lincoln, Cheyenne
Length (Miles): 85.637

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

No Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms for previously recorded segments of this highway were identified in 
Compass.    

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

094A From U.S. 024A at MeadowBrook Pkwy East of Colorado Spgs To U.S. 040H Northwest of Wild 
Horse in Cheyenne County

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

None No previously recorded 
segments are found on or 
adjacent to this highway

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 94

Historical Data:

SH 94 extends across a portion of Colorado’s east-central plains.  The highway is approximately 86 miles long and 
stretches east from the junction of U.S. Highway (US) 24 in Colorado Springs to the US 40-US 287 junction at Aroya.  

Trade between Native Americans and settlers in the mid-to-late 1800s led to the establishment of trade and travel 
routes that extended across Colorado’s eastern plains.  The trails, highways, and rural roads that eventually made up 
the transportation network in this region facilitated travel through this sparsely-populated region and also made 
possible the transfer and distribution of the region’s agricultural products and livestock to market.  The Santa Fe Trail 
was the earliest major east-west route through this region and remained as such until early highway corridors such 
as former SH 100 (current US 160) and US 350, provided major east-west routes.  This region of the state boasted 
the largest cattle industry in the state during the late nineteenth century.  Due to the arid climate, in the late 
nineteenth and twentieth century irrigation canals were constructed in the region to facilitate agriculture that included 
wheat, hay, oats, corn, sugar beets, watermelon, cantaloupe, and other crops.  The entry of the Atchison, Topeka, 
and Santa Fe Railroad into Colorado during the late nineteenth century resulted in the settlement and growth of 
towns.  The popularity of the automobile increased dramatically between 1910 and 1920.  The Good Roads 
Movement and establishment of the Colorado Highway Commission in the first decades of the twentieth century led 
to the establishment of a highway network throughout the region and state.  Smaller communities increasingly saw 
the benefits of highway access, which led to further highway construction along less traveled routes in the 1920s and 
1930s.  During the early twentieth century, farm-to-market roads were constructed to link rural areas with regional 
market centers like Colorado Springs, Pueblo, and La Junta. (Noel et al 1994: 25, 29; Wyckoff 1999: 157-170).   

Historic state highway maps indicate that a road following the general route of the current SH 94 was in place by 
1916 but with its eastern terminus at Boyero, which is located north of Aroya, along US 40/US 287.  A review of 
construction plans dating to 1933 indicates that National Recovery State Road (NRS) Project No. 363, a Depression-
era federal work relief project, was completed beginning at the western terminus for SH 94 and the project extended 
approximately 7 miles east of the junction with present-day SH 24.  This project included activities such as slope 
grading, roadway excavation, and the installation of culverts and snow fencing.  Nearly half of the route was paved by 
the mid-1950s.  In 1954 the designated route was reduced in length to a point south of Hugo.  In 1971 SH 94 was 
extended to its current terminus at US 40 in Aroya.  Colorado’s east-central plains are dotted with small farming 
communities, which were connected by major travel routes in the region that included US 40, US 287, US 350, and 
US 385.  
   
SH 94 served as a direct link between US 287/US 40 and Colorado Springs.  Colorado Springs has historically 
served as a major commercial center in the south-central part of the state.  State highways, serving as farm-to-
market roads, provided important connections linking local roads in remote areas with the major regional 
transportation corridors, towns, and cities.  Research and review of historic mapping indicates that this highway 
provided a direct and important link between agricultural regions on the eastern plains and a major commercial 
center, Colorado Springs, and is related to the important historic themes of agriculture in the region.       

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 94

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 94

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 94 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A
As an Engineered Route, this highway possesses significance under Criterion A in the area of Transportation as an 
early example of a Colorado Highway Department (CHD) project, as a farm-to-market road, and for its association 
with a Depression-era federal work relief program.  The highway was constructed in the early years of the CHD and 
possesses significance in the area of Transportation at the state level.  Research and review of historic mapping 
also indicates that this highway served as a farm-to-market road providing a direct link between an important 
agricultural region and a major commercial center, Colorado Springs.  As such, SH 94 served as an important 
farm-to-market road in which it derives significance in the area of Transportation at the local level for its role in 
agriculture.  A federal relief project was also completed along a western portion of the road near Colorado Springs 
based on plans from 1933 that included improvements such as roadway excavation, sloping, grading, and the 
installation of culverts.  Therefore, the portion of the highway with a direct association to a Depression-era federal 
work relief project (NRS Project No. 363) possesses significance in the area of Politics/Government at the state 
level.        

Criterion B
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.

Criterion C
This highway is considered to be an early or prominent project of the CHD.  However, research and literature 
review yielded no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering design or construction 
techniques that serve to distinguish this highway from other roads and does not appear to exhibit important 
engineering innovations or important later modifications.  The highway’s design and construction appear to fall 
within the established standard practices of state highway design and construction of the time and the highway 
does not possess significance under Criterion C.  
   
Criterion D
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 94
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 95

Highway Location:

Counties: Denver, Jefferson
Length (Miles): 14.452

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

Previously recorded historic districts along Sheridan Blvd include the Berkeley Lake Park / Smiley Branch Library 
Historic District (5DV.5307), which was listed on the National Register of Historic Places (National Register) in 1986; 
Inspiration Point Park (5DV5322), listed on the National Register in 1986. These parks/districts border SH 95.  

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

095A From the Frontage Road at (Sheridan Blvd) south of SH 285-D north via Sheridan Blvd To SH 
36-B in westminster

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

None No previously recorded 
segments are found on or 
adjacent to this highway

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

5DV.5307 Berkeley Lake Park William H Smiley Branch Library Listed on National Register

5DV.5322 Inspiration Point Historic District Listed on National Register
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 95

Historical Data:

SH 95, or Sheridan Blvd between the Boulder Turnpike on the north end and Hampden on the south end, is a 14.38 
mile long major north-south thoroughfare in the west Metro Denver area. It runs along Denver, Jefferson, and Adams 
counties, and for much of its length is the western border between the City of Denver and the cities of Lakewood, 
Edgewater, Mountain View, Lakeside, Wheat Ridge, Arvada, and Westminster. 

SH 95 is an original 1920s state highway, and Salek notes that the south end has terminated at Hampden/U.S. 
Highway (US) 285 since its designation (2015). The north end has extended over time, from 44th Avenue to 80th 
Avenue in 1954 and then to US 36 in 1974. Sheridan Boulevard between 52nd Avenue and Alameda Avenue has 
been the west boundary of the City of Denver since very early in the city’s history, and is shown as the county line 
road as early on the 1889 Rollandet’s Map of Denver (Rollandet 1889).  Although two important early 20th century 
parks that are identified with the City Beautiful phase of Denver’s development, Sloan’s Lake and Berkeley Lake, sit 
along Sheridan Boulevard, the street was not chosen to be designated as a City Beautiful parkway (Noel and 
Norgren, 1987:16-17). Rather, it continued to serve as the border of Denver and the county line for Denver County 
and Jefferson and Adams counties. 

As Denver’s western streetcar suburbs grew, from the 1880s through the 1920s, residential development increased 
in the neighborhoods along Sheridan, it became a major north-south thoroughfare for the west Denver area. As 
suburbanization intensified in the post-World War II period, Sheridan became a traffic artery connecting suburbs like 
Arvada, Westminster, and Wheat Ridge with the freeways and thoroughfares that led to Denver’s urban center. 
These include I-70, the 6th Avenue Freeway, West Colfax, Alameda Avenue, and US 285 (Hampden Avenue). As it 
has historically, the route runs straight north-south, with a diagonal jog to the west as it reaches its northern terminus 
at US 36. 
  
SH 95 was an early important traffic artery to that facilitated development related to suburbanization of Denver from 
the 1920s and the post-World War II development of the northern suburbs.

Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway System, Colorado State 
Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, plans in the Online 
Transportation Information System (OTIS) and site forms for previously surveyed resources in Compass when 
available.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 95

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 95

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

State Highway 95 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS. 

Criterion A
State Highway 95 is an Engineered Route and possesses significance under Criterion A.  The route is an early 
project of the Colorado Highway Department (CHD) and provided important early connectivity to the suburbs of 
Denver during the 1920s and later post World War II development of the northern suburbs. As such, the highway 
possesses significance under Criterion A in the area of Transportation and Community Planning and Development 
at the local level.   

Criterion B 
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.  

Criterion C 
State Highway 95 is not considered to be an early or prominent project of the CHD.  Research and literature review 
yielded no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering design or construction techniques 
that serve to distinguish this highway from other roads and does not appear to exhibit important engineering 
innovations or important later modifications.  The highway’s design and construction appear to fall within the 
established standard practices of state highway design and construction of the time and SH 95 does not possess 
significance under Criterion C. 

Criterion D 
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 95
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 96

Highway Location:

Counties: Kiowa, Crowley, Pueblo, Custer
Length (Miles): 193.22

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

Five Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms for previously recorded segments of this highway, including 
5PE6006 (6006.1, 6006.2, 6006.3), 5CR.39, 5CR.40, 5PE.587, and 5PE.5518, were identified in Compass.  An old 
alignment of SH 96 (5PE6006), which was rerouted in 1971 due to construction of the Pueblo Reservoir, was 
previously recorded and recommended as a non-contributing segment of the highway.  North Hardscrabble Canyon 
Road (5CR.39) is coincides with the route of SH 96 from the intersection with FS Road 387 to McKenzie Junction 
going through North Hardscrabble Canyon.  This segment of the route was previously recommended as not eligible for 
listing in the National Register of Historic Places (National Register).  Oak Creek Stage Road (5CR.40) appears to 
have an association to SH 96 but no locational information or National Register eligibility determination were available 
in Compass or on the site form.  SH 96 also passes near but not through three historic districts, including the Pueblo 
City Park Zoo (5PE.587), the Goat Hill Historic District (5PE.5518), and the Missouri Pacific Railroad Tower Line 
(5CW30, 5KW52, and 5PE2036).

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

096A From SH 69-A in Westcliffe east via Silver Cliff and Wetmore To SH 50-B East of Pueblo

096B From SH 50-B east of Pueblo east via Boone and Olney Springs To SH 71-C at Ordway

096C From SH 71-C at Ordway east via Sugar City and Haswell To SH 287-B in Eads

096D From SH 287-B east of Eads east via Sheridan Lake To the Kansas State Line

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

5CR.39 Officially not eligible>Field 
not eligible>Field not eligible>

01/25/1991>11/13/2003>
12/11/1990>04/01/1974

HARDSCRABBLE ROAD, NORTH 
HARDSCRABBLE CANYON ROAD

5CR.40 11/1/1977 OAK CREEK STAGE ROAD

5PE.6006.1 Officially needs data>Field 
not eligible

03/30/2011>11/02/2006 OLD HIGHWAY 96

5PE.6006.2 Does not support eligibility of 
entire linear resource>Field 
not eligible

03/30/2011>11/02/2006 OLD HIGHWAY 96

5PE.6006.3 Does not support eligibility of 
entire linear resource>Field 
not eligible

03/30/2011>2007 OLD HIGHWAY 96

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

5CW30 Missouri Pacific Railroad (Towner to N.Avondale Jct.) Officially eligible

5KW52 Missouri Pacific Railroad (Towner to N. Avondale Jct.) Officially eligible

5PE.5518 Goat Hill Historic District 106 - Officially eligible

5PE.587 Pueblo City Park Zoo Listed on National Register

5PE2036 Missouri Pacific Railroad (Towner to N. Avondale Jct.) Officially eligible
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 96

Historical Data:

SH 96 is approximately 193 miles long and stretches west from the Kansas state line to Westcliffe.  The highway 
extends across the eastern plains and then parallels the Arkansas River before entering the city of Pueblo.  From 
Pueblo the route enters the San Isabel National Forest and winds through a mountainous region before ending at 
Westcliffe, its western terminus.     

Historically, the trails, highways, and rural roads that made up the transportation network in this area facilitated travel 
through this area and also made possible the transfer and distribution of the region’s agricultural products.  
Settlement in Pueblo occurred in the early 1800s as a result of regional trade along the Santa Fe and Cherokee 
Trails, whose routes generally followed the Arkansas River Valley and subsequently formed portions of the route of 
present-day US 50.  Pueblo is the only major city through which SH 96 extends.  Pueblo was established as a town in 
1870 and became a regional center of trade and industry due to its proximity to mining, agricultural areas, and New 
Mexico.  This region of Colorado boasted the largest cattle industry in the state during the late nineteenth century.  
Due to the arid climate, in the late nineteenth and twentieth century irrigation canals were constructed in the region to 
facilitate agriculture that included wheat, hay, oats, corn, sugar beets, watermelon, cantaloupe, and other crops.  The 
entry of the Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fe Railroad into Colorado during the late nineteenth century resulted in the 
settlement and growth of additional towns like La Junta, Las Animas, and Lamar, which prospered by providing a 
direct link for conveying commercial and agricultural goods between towns and larger markets.  During the early to 
mid-twentieth century, farm-to-market roads were constructed to link remote areas with regional market centers and 
major transportation corridors.  Located north of other major east-west routes in this region, including US 50 and 
other shorter routes along the Arkansas River, SH 96 provided a direct connection to Kansas and markets further to 
the east and also served as an important component of the regional transportation network (Noel, Mahoney, and 
Stevens, 1994: 25, 29; Wyckoff, 1999: 167-170; Colorado State Planning Commission, 1941: 306). 

The westernmost portion of the route that became SH 96 was first used by the Utes and later by fur trappers in the 
1820s-1840s.  Gold was discovered in the area in 1872 and the trail developed into a wagon road.  At one point a 
daily stagecoach traveled between Pueblo and Rosita.  The community of Westcliffe, located northwest of Rosita and 
the western terminus for SH 96, was established in 1880s after the Denver & Rio Grande Railroad was extended to 
the area (Custer County Tourism Board, 2014).        

By 1916 state highway maps include a route that generally follows the route of present-day SH 96.  On the eastern 
plain, the route was stair-stepped in places and extends the entire length between the Kansas border and Westcliffe.  
Its alignment during this time and location within a sparsely populated area indicate that it served as a farm-to-market 
road.  The route was designated SH 96 by 1926 and retained generally retained its alignment.  The highway was 
paved between the 1940s and 1960s.  By 1957 US 50 was cosigned with a portion of the route extending east from 
Pueblo to North Avondale.  In the early 1970s, planned construction of Pueblo Reservoir forced a reroute of SH 96. 
Previously SH 96 was along the Arkansas River west of Pueblo, but in 1971 a new alignment was constructed to take 
SH 96 to the south of the reservoir.  State highways, farm-to-market roads, and small local connector roads served to 
link major regional transportation corridors and facilitate the transfer of goods as well as travel within the region.  Its 
location and early stair-stepped alignment that provided one of few direct connections with Pueblo indicate that SH 
96 served as an important farm-to-market road within the region.  The highway also served as an early and regionally 
prominent east-west cross-state route between Kansas and south-central Colorado.       

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 96

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 96

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 96 is classified a Cultural Route and an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A
Literature review and research indicates that a western portion of the corridor that eventually developed into SH 96 
served as an trail used by Native Americans and fur trappers before developing into a wagon road.  As such, as a 
Cultural Route it possesses significance under Transportation at the local level.  Subsequently, the road was 
developed as a route for vehicular traffic by 1916 within the first decade of the Colorado Highway Department 
(CHD) and served as an early example of state highway construction at the state level.  In addition, the portion that 
extends from the Kansas border to Pueblo served as an important farm-to-market road by providing direct 
connectivity between the remote agricultural region of south-central Colorado and Pueblo, an important regional 
market at the local level.   The highway also served as an important cross-state route providing through travel 
between Kansas and south-central Colorado.  For these reasons, this highway possesses significance under 
Criterion A in the area of Transportation at both the state and local levels.  
  
Criterion B
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.

Criterion C
Research and literature review yielded no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering 
design or construction techniques that serve to distinguish this highway from other roads and does not appear to 
exhibit important engineering innovations or important later modifications.  The highway’s design and construction 
appear to fall within the established standard practices of state highway design and construction of the time and the 
highway does not possess significance under Criterion C.  
   
Criterion D
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 96

096.jpg

Mead & Hunt, Inc./Dill Historians LLC State Highway (SH) 96 - Page 5

*Information based on data from Compass provided by OAHP



Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 97

Highway Location:

Counties: Montrose
Length (Miles): 4.553

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

No Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms for previously recorded segments of this highway were identified in 
Compass. 

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

097A From SH 141-A in Naturita north To Third Ave in Nucla

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

None No previously recorded 
segments are found on or 
adjacent to this highway

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 97

Historical Data:

SH 97 is approximately 4.5 miles long and extends between SH 141 at Naturita north to Nucla.  Southwestern 
Colorado is a generally mountainous region that owes much of its history to mining.  The earliest transportation 
corridors in southwest Colorado were wagon roads that often followed trails established by Native Americans, 
explorers, fur trappers, and traders.  The Colorado Gold Rush of 1859 brought an influx of people to Colorado’s 
southwestern region in search of fortune and led to the establishment of mining camps through the area to supply 
activities at the mines and those working in the mines.  Towns like Silverton, Placerville, and Ouray began as mining 
camps and supply centers for mining districts.  Ouray was established in 1875 and boomed throughout the 1880s 
after silver deposits were discovered in nearby hills.  Other towns like Mineral Point and Capital City served specific 
mines instead of larger mining areas.  Gold, silver, lead, and zinc were mined at various periods throughout the 
region.  Uranium mining became an important industry in the post-World War II Era with mines located at Naturita 
(Colorado State Planning Commission 1941; 141, 426; Ubbelohde et al 2006; 175-177; Colorado Cultural Resource 
Survey Inventory Form SH 141 (5MN.6048).    

Early roads in the region were often built to serve and connect mining camps with nearby mining districts and 
communities for the movement of people and the transfer of commercial and agricultural goods.  The sometimes 
narrow and rocky canyons combined with the altitude of this mountainous region made road building expensive, 
dangerous, and difficult.  To help finance road construction, toll roads were common in the late nineteenth century 
prior to the establishment of the Colorado Highway Department.  Local residents would often pool resources to build 
roads. Other roads were financed by wealthy individuals such as Otto Mears, an important figure in the history of 
road-building in southwestern Colorado.  Mears constructed early toll roads between Saguache and Lake City, over 
Poncha Pass, and between Ouray and Silverton.  His influence on road-building in southwestern Colorado is best 
represented by the construction of the Million Dollar Highway, current U.S. Highway (US) 550, which reflects early 
and bold efforts to establish roads in the region employing innovative engineering to meet the challenges of the 
terrain and altitude.  Examples of other roads that reflect notable early road-building efforts to traverse mountains 
areas of the state, such as early crossings of the continental divide, include SH 9, 17, 84, 160, and 389 among 
others.  (Ubbelohde et al 2006; 175-177; Wyckoff 1999; 53-54).

In 1904 the Colorado Cooperative Company established the community of Nucla as a cooperative colony.  This 
location of the community was five miles north of Naturita at Nucla and was accessed by a road that appears to 
follow present-day SH 97.  The Colorado Cooperative Company was part of the larger national cooperative 
movement in the U.S. in which utopian colonies were founded based on principles of communal living.  The impacts 
of the larger cooperative movement in Colorado include the efforts of the Colorado Cooperative Colony, which 
established the Union Colony, later renamed Greeley, in 1870 and later the Colorado Cooperative Company, which 
established Nucla.  First named Pinon and later Nucla, the community was established as the result of the efforts of 
the Colorado Cooperative Company, which was incorporated earlier in 1894.  Nucla operated as a camp and 
attracted hundreds communal settlers in the late nineteenth century.  The work of the Colorado Cooperative 
Company included construction of an irrigation ditch to convey water to farms in Tabeguache Park, along with other 
community services and infrastructure.  In 1904 the Nucla Town Improvement was organized.  Later the Colorado 
Cooperative Company became the Colorado Ditch Company, which continues to provide water to Nucla. The 
Colorado Cooperative Company petitioned the Montrose County Commissioners to build a road between Paradox 
and Montrose, which resulted in the predecessor of SH 90, the Paradox Road.  (Frontier in Transition: A History of 
Southwestern Colorado; Ubbelohde et al 2006; 175-177; Wyckoff 1999; 53, Colorado State Planning Commission 
1941; 423-425; Clark 1999; Denver Public Library 2013; Site Form 5MN8199.1).  

The development of utopian communities as part of the cooperative movement is an important theme in history as it 
relates to social history and community development and the construction of the predecessor of SH 97 provided 
direct access to Nucla and the activities of the Colorado Cooperative Company north of Naturita.  

The popularity of the automobile increased dramatically throughout the state between 1910 and 1920. The Good 
Roads Movement and founding of the Colorado Highway Department in the first decades of the twentieth century led 
to the establishment of a highway network throughout the region and state (Carter and Mehls 1984: 138-141).  
Notable road development in this area occurred in 1921 when local officials in Grand Junction located to the north of 
SH 97, decided to stimulate the economy by building two vehicular roads out of the city, one of them extending south 
to the Paradox Valley located west of Naturita, which crossed one of the world’s richest deposits of uranium, 
vanadium, and radium.  In 1947 the Bureau of Public roads and the Atomic Energy Commission established a 
program to improve access between mines near Naturita and refining facilities in Grand Junction.  Nearby SH 141, 
which extends through Naturita, served as an important transportation corridor throughout the Cold War for 
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 97

transporting uranium within the region.  Research did not find that SH 97 provided important connections for the 
mining industry in the region - this theme is better illustrated by SH 141. 

Historic state highway maps indicate that a road between Naturita and Nucla was established by 1916.  By 1926 the 
stretch of road between Naturita and Nucla was designated SH 97 and had a similar corridor to its present-day 
alignment (Frontier in Transition: A History of Southwestern Colorado).  Road building in mountainous areas 
addressed challenging terrain and high altitude passes; however, no information was found to indicate the design, 
engineering, or construction of this highway differed from other roads in the region.  This road appears to have 
developed to provide direct and early access to Nucla, which is associated with the cooperative movement in 
Colorado in the late nineteenth century.  The cooperative movement, the irrigation infrastructure that resulted from 
these efforts, and the development of Nucla is an important theme in the history of Colorado. 

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 97

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 97

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 97 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A
The road corridor that eventually became SH 97 was constructed by 1916, just a few years after the establishment 
of the Colorado Highway Department (CHD) and is associated with the development of Nucla, the Colorado 
Cooperative Company, and the cooperative movement of the late nineteenth and early twentieth century in 
Colorado.  The route is significant under Criterion A under Transportation at the state level because the highway 
appears to follow a route that provided early and direct access to these important historic themes related to 
Community Planning and Development at the state level.  Although the road connects to SH 141, which was an 
important transportation corridor for uranium mining in post-World War II Era, research did not reveal that SH 97 
was an important or integral to the transportation of uranium or other mining or agricultural products locally or 
throughout the region.  In addition research did not indicate the road was built or improved as part of a Depression-
era federal work relief program.  

Criterion B
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.

Criterion C
Research and literature review yielded no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering 
techniques that serve to distinguish this highway from other roads within mountainous areas of the state.  The 
highway’s design and construction appear to have utilized techniques common to other roads in mountainous 
areas.  Overall this highway appears to reflect the standard types of design and construction practices and it does 
not appear to possess significance under Criterion C.   

Criterion D
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National

Mead & Hunt, Inc./Dill Historians LLC State Highway (SH) 97 - Page 5

*Information based on data from Compass provided by OAHP



Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 97

097.jpg
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 100

Highway Location:

Counties: Baca
Length (Miles): 0.426

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

No Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms for previously recorded segments of this highway were identified in 
Compass.    

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

100A From SH 160-C North of Vilas To Main St in Vilas

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

None No previously recorded 
segments are found on or 
adjacent to this highway

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 100

Historical Data:

SH 100 is approximately one mile in length and has historically functioned as a spur connecting the town of Vilas to 
U.S. Highway (US) 160 in Baca County.  The town of Vilas was incorporated in 1887 with a population of 750 and 
numerous businesses.  Vilas was known as the “Broomcorn Capitol of Colorado” and after a period of decline in the 
early decades of the twentieth century the small agricultural town experienced a short revival that was due, in part, to 
its location along the route of the Dallas-Canadian-Denver (DCD) Highway. (Colorado Preservation, Inc.: 2015)  In 
1919 state highway mapping shows the Dallas-Canadian-Denver (DCD) Highway, a north-south route stretching for 
hundreds of miles between Texas and Denver, following a stair-step pattern west from the Kansas border through 
Baca County.  In Baca County, the DCD Highway passed through Stonington and Vilas, travelling north and south 
along present-day County Road 36 and SH 100 before turning west at the intersection with current US 160, and then 
north through Springfield and on to Lamar and into Denver.  The DCD Highway was a regionally important named 
highway formed as a result of the Good Roads Movement to improve local roads.  Named highways of the Good 
Roads Movement, such as the DCD Highway, utilized a network of preexisting local and state roads to provide 
regional connectivity as prominent transportation corridors.  The Good Roads Movement resulted in the promotion 
and improvement of many of the roads that comprised the route and were precursors to the development of the 
system of state and U.S. highways. 

Historic highway maps show that SH 100, as it was originally designated in 1926, comprised a longer east-west route 
extending across much of southeastern Colorado and was subsequently designated US 160 and was not historically 
part of the current SH 100.  Between approximately 1940 and 1952 state highway maps show the current SH 100 
was previously designated SH 197 at which time it was graded with a gravel and dirt surface and operated as a short 
spur connecting to US 160 at its northern terminus.  By 1955 this one-mile length of road connected to present-day 
County Road 36 at Vilas and extended south, connecting to other local county roads.   Historic highway maps 
indicate designation of this one mile stretch of road as SH 100 in 1965 at which time it was a two-lane paved 
roadway.

SH 100 is a one mile local connector road located in southeastern Colorado.  Historically, the trails, highways, and 
rural roads that made up the transportation network in southeastern Colorado facilitated travel through this sparsely-
populated region and also made possible the transfer and distribution of the region’s agricultural products.  

The Santa Fe Trail (roughly following US 50) was the earliest major east-west route through this region and remained 
as such until approximately 1926 when former SH 100 (current US 160), the second major east-west route, was 
designated and provided access to previously remote areas in the far southeastern corner of the state.  The corridors 
that follow present-day US 287, US 350 and US 385 were the major north-south arteries in this region.  

The current route SH 100 was developed as one of several rural regional connector roads providing access to other 
roads to the north and south of Vilas.  Research and review of historic mapping does not indicate that SH 100 served 
as regional corridor, a farm-to-market road or provided direct access to destinations related to important historic 
themes such as industry, or commerce.  Historically, the road segment currently designated as SH 100 together with 
other local and state roads formed a portion of the DCD Highway and subsequently served as one of numerous local 
connector roads within southeastern Colorado’s transportation network.    

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 100

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 100

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 100 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A
Research did not indicate that this highway is an example of an early or prominent project by the Colorado Highway 
Department (CHD), was built or improved as part of a federal relief project, or constructed as a farm-to-market road 
providing access between an important agricultural region and its market. Present-day SH 100 is a local connector 
road less than one mile in length that served to provide local access between the town of Vilas and US 160.  While 
the highway segment currently extends one mile and did not singularly provide a connection to destinations related 
to important historic themes, together with other local and state roads SH 100 carried the DCD Highway through 
southeastern Colorado.  Its role as a component of this named highway associated with the Good Roads 
Movement made it a contributing component of an important route that served as a popular route across Colorado 
during the first decades of the twentieth century prior to the establishment of the Colorado Highway Department.  
As such, SH 100 possesses significance under Criterion A in the area of Transportation at the local level for its role 
in providing important regional connections in the early decades of highway development in Colorado.  

Criterion B
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.

Criterion C
This highway is not considered to be an early or prominent project of the CHD.  Research and literature review 
yielded no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering, design, or construction techniques 
that serve to distinguish this highway from other roads and the roadway does not appear to exhibit important 
engineering innovations or important later modifications.  The highway’s design and construction appear to fall 
within the established standard practices of state highway design and construction of the time and the highway 
does not possess significance under Criterion C. 
   
Criterion D
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 100

100.jpg
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 101

Highway Location:

Counties: Bent
Length (Miles): 21.368

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms for previously recorded properties adjacent to segments of this highway 
include 5BN.363 (Boggsville Historic District).  This site form is available in Compass and includes 39 acres 
comprising the original Boggsville settlement along the east side of SH 101.  The Boggsville Historic District is listed in 
the National Register of Historic Places.  

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

101A From SH 50-B in Las Animas south To (CO RD K) and (CO RD 18) in Toonerville

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

None No previously recorded 
segments are found on or 
adjacent to this highway

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

5BN.363 Boggsville Historic District Listed on National Register
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 101

Historical Data:

SH 101 is a two-lane highway that extends south from Las Animas for approximately 72 miles crossing the Purgatoire 
River and into south-central rural Bent County.  SH 101 is first indicated on state highway maps in 1922 as an 
unimproved roadway from Las Animas to Springfield at which time its alignment was more stair-stepped and its 
southern terminus was present-day US 160 near Pritchett.  Historic mapping indicates the road was graded by 1930.  
Right-of-way plans in 1934 indicate that this highway was associated with Depression-era federal relief 
improvements along portions of the route, including the crossing of the Purgatoire River, under National Recovery 
State (NRS) Road Project No. 364.  Plans for Federal Aid Secondary (FAS) Project No. 364-C dating to 1938 indicate 
that a portion of the Muddy Creek near the southern terminus of present-day SH 101 was reconfigured along with 
construction of a new bridge.  By 1939, state highway maps indicate that a segment of SH 101 to the north had been 
surfaced and the road was extended south, stopping just short of the Oklahoma state line.  The route was shortened 
significantly in 1954, extending from Las Animas to Toonerville, which generally corresponds to its present-day 
length.  The road was fully paved by 1968.

Settlement in southeastern Colorado occurred in the early 1800s as a result of regional trade along the Santa Fe and 
Cherokee Trails, whose routes generally followed the Arkansas River Valley corridor and subsequently formed 
portions of the route of present-day U.S. Highway (US) 50, which is the northern terminus of SH 101 in Las Animas.  
The Santa Fe Trail was the earliest major east-west route through this region.  The settlement of Boggsville was 
located along the east side of present-day SH 101, approximately two miles south of Las Animas and north of the 
Purgatoire River.  Boggsville was established in the 1860s and served travelers along the nearby Santa Fe Trail and 
facilitated the local and regional trade of livestock, agricultural products, and commercial goods.  Current SH 101 
passes along the west side the former town site and historic mapping indicates an earlier road on a different 
alignment providing a connection from the north to the Santa Fe Trail during Boggsville’s early period of development 
but prior to construction of the current highway alignment.     

Entry of the Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fe Railroad into Colorado during the late nineteenth century also furthered 
settlement and growth of towns like La Junta, Lamar, and Las Animas.  Las Animas was founded in 1869 and the 
surrounding area was noted for its large cattle roundups and large shipments of buffalo meat. (Colorado State 
Planning Commission, 1941: 304)  Southeastern Colorado boasted the largest cattle industry in the state during the 
late nineteenth century.  As agricultural production increased the transportation network expanded.  By the 1920s, 
new highways, farm-to-market roads, and local connector routes were constructed to link rural areas with regional 
market centers and municipalities. (Noel et al 1994: 25, 29; Wyckoff 1999: 167-170)  SH 101 was constructed by the 
early 1920s and connected rural areas in Bent County with Las Animas and other commercial centers in the 
southeastern region of Colorado.    

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 101

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 101

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 101 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A
Although current SH 101 is located adjacent to the former settlement of Boggsville, the establishment of SH 101 
post-dates the founding of Boggsville by several decades and research indicated the settlement was accessed by 
earlier roads on a different alignment than SH 101 and does not have a direct and important association with the 
development for Boggsville.  Research did not indicate that this highway is an example of an early project by the 
Colorado Highway Department (CHD); however, historically, SH 101 served to connect Las Animas to other 
regional routes such as US 160 and other towns in the southeastern area of the state.  As such, SH 101 functioned 
as a main transportation route of the CHD for providing direct connectivity as a farm-to-market road between an 
important agricultural region and its markets and it possesses significance under Transportation as a farm-to-
market road for its role in agricultural development at the local level.  The portion of the highway associated with 
improvements under the Works Progress Administration, NRS Road Project No. 364, have a direct association to a 
specific Depression-era federal work relief project and derives significance in the area of Politics/Government at the 
state level.  

Criterion B
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.

Criterion C
This highway is not considered to be an early or prominent project of the CHD.  Research and literature review 
yielded no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering design or construction techniques 
that serve to distinguish this highway from other roads and does not appear to exhibit important engineering 
innovations or important later modifications.  The highway’s design and construction appear to fall within the 
established standard practices of state highway design and construction of the time and the highway does not 
possess significance under Criterion C. 
   
Criterion D
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 101

101.jpg
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 103

Highway Location:

Counties: Clear Creek
Length (Miles): 22.418

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms for previously recorded segments of this highway listed above and 
available in Compass. In 2001, CDOT determined that 5CC.1151.1 was officially eligible to the National Register of 
Historic Places (National Register) under Criteria A and C. The site form records the portion of the highway between 
Idaho Springs and Echo Lake, or the northwestern branch. In 2010, CDOT recorded a segment of SH 5 between 
mileposts 6.5 to 10 as 5CC.1899.1. SH 5 was assumed eligible to the National Register for the purposes of Section 
106 and the segment supported the eligibility of the overall resource. In 2011, a site form for the Squaw Pass 
Improvement project (5CC.1905.1) recorded the portion of the road between Squaw Pass and the Clear 
Creek/Jefferson County line, finding the overall resource officially eligible to National Register and that the segment 
supported the eligibility of the overall resource.  

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

103A From SH 70-K in Idaho Springs south via Echo Lake and East To (CO RD 151) (Little Bear 
Creek Rd) and Squaw Pass

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

5CC.1151.1 106 - Officially eligible>Field 
eligible

10/23/2001>07/13/2001 MT. EVANS ROAD - SEGMENT, SH 103 
(IDAHO SPRINGS TO ECHO LAKE)

5CC.1899.1 Supports eligibility of entire 
linear resource>Field eligible

12/15/2010>10/26/2010 SH 5, MT. EVANS HIGHWAY - SEGMENT

5CC.1905.1 Supports eligibility of entire 
linear resource>Field eligible

05/10/2011>10/25/2010 MT. EVANS ROAD - SEGMENT

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 103

Historical Data:

The historic data and significance statements on previously recorded segments of SH 5 and SH 103 should be 
referenced as new site forms are prepared. Because the highway has previously been determined to be officially 
eligible for listing in the National Register under Criteria A and C, this form includes a brief description of the highway 
but does not repeat the historical summary found on previous site forms.  Please refer to the existing inventory forms 
for more details.  This site form applies the registration requirements of the MPS to the highway. 

SH 103 provides seasonal access to SH 5 and the summit of Mt. Evans and is located near the towns of Idaho 
Springs and Evergreen in Clear Creek and Jefferson counties. The total length of the highway is approximately 22 
miles, which includes a 13 mile segment from Idaho Springs to Echo Lake, and a 9 mile segment between Echo Lake 
(along Squaw Pass Road) that terminates at the junction of Jefferson county roads 66 and 475, west of Evergreen. 
SH 5 is a 14.4 mile long highway that terminates at 14,130 feet and provides access to Mt. Evans, just below the 
14,264 summit. Portions of SH 103 and SH 5 are  usually open between Memorial Day and Labor Day each year, but 
the open and close dates are dependent on the amount of snowfall and the ability of the highway department to clear 
the road of snow. The highway, along with SH5, is also designated as the Mt. Evans Scenic Byway.   

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 103

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 103

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 103 is classified as an Aesthetic Route under the classification system in the MPS.  Along with SH 5, SH 103 is 
significant at the state level. 

Criterion A
As an Aesthetic Route, the highway possesses significance under Criterion A under the area of Transportation as a 
prominent project by the Colorado Highway Department (CHD). It is part of among the highest paved automobile 
route in the country and displays innovative engineering techniques and materials to provide automobile access to 
Colorado’s highest mountains and a rare opportunity to travel through a high alpine environment on a state 
highway. In addition, constructing the road in limited warm-weather seasons (usually lasting only three months) 
required significant logistical planning and was physically demanding for road crews. Under the areas of 
Entertainment/Recreation, the route is also unique for its association with the Denver Mountain Parks and as one of 
the scenic drives of this system which was built cooperatively by the CHD and the City and County of Denver 
(Denver Mountain Parks) from 1918 to 1929. The Squaw Pass Road and this section of the Mt. Evans Road were 
designed to be used by tourists and residents to enjoy the scenic beauty of Mt. Evans. The road also features 
several picnic areas constructed by the Civilian Conservation Corps including the Echo Lake Picnic Area, the ruins 
of Crest View House, and other campgrounds. Research and literature review indicates that features of the 
highway were constructed as part of Works Progress Administration projects, including road grading and culvert 
construction. As such, this highway is also associated with a federal work relief program and possesses 
significance under Criterion A in the area of Politics/Government at the state level.  In summary, under Criterion A 
this highway possesses significance in the areas of Entertainment/Recreation, Transportation, and 
Politics/Government at the state level as an Aesthetic Route. 

Criterion B
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.  

Criterion C
As an Aesthetic Route, SH 5 possesses significance under Criterion C in the area of Engineering at the state level 
of significance.  Beginning in 1918, the CHD redesigned and improved the road in cooperation with the Denver 
Mountain Parks. The design and engineering reflects the intent of the highway department to minimize 
environmental impacts in the design and construction of the road and special attention to the sensitivity of the high 
alpine environment. Significant features designed to minimize the impact of the road include the careful selection of 
the road location to minimize the grade, as well as the construction of cement and stone retaining walls, culverts, 
and other water control features. Low barriers of masonry guardrail were constructed of rubble moss rock and 
spaced at intervals of approximately four feet apart at the edge of the road to mark steep drop offs but not interfere 
with scenic views. Other water control features include linear alignments of stacked stone that direct the flow of 
water and mediate the extent of runoff on the highway. The design and construction exemplify bold engineering 

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 103

solutions to address the extreme challenges associated with constructing highways in mountainous terrain and SH 
103 represents an engineering achievement of the CHD and the Denver Mountain Parks. The road is also 
significant as an engineering achievement as among the highest paved automobile highways in North America. 

Criterion D
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 103
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 105

Highway Location:

Counties: Douglas, El Paso
Length (Miles): 9.238

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

No Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms for previously recorded segments of this highway were identified in 
Compass. The highway passes through one listed National Register of Historic Places (National Register) historic 
district: 5DA.212 Bear Canon Agricultural District that encompasses the entirety of SH 105B, between Wolfensberger 
Road and Sedalia.  The National Register Nomination and site form are available in Compass.  

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

105A From  County Road 8 (Woodmoor Drive) in Monument North to the Fl Paso/Douglas County 
Line North of Palmer Lake

105B From CO RD 105 and Wolfenberger Rd west of Castle Rock North To SH 67-E west of Sedalia

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

5DA.212 Bear Canon Agricultural District Listed on National Register

Mead & Hunt, Inc./Dill Historians LLC State Highway (SH) 105 - Page 1

*Information based on data from Compass provided by OAHP



Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 105

Historical Data:

Previously recorded forms for this highway were reviewed for this section (see Discussion of Colorado Cultural 
Resources Inventory Forms above).  

SH 105 lies in the Front Range region of Colorado in Douglas and El Paso counties, and is comprised of two 
discontinuous segments: SH105A, which is a 4.739 mile long segment extending from just east of the Monument exit 
on Interstate(I)-25 (Begin at milepost 4.731) to the Douglas/El Paso County line just north of Palmer Lake (End 
milepost 9.48); and SH 105B, which is a 4.749 mi. long segment that begins at the intersection of SH 105 and 
Wolfensberger Road (milepost 28.16) and ends at SH 67E (milepost 32.628) south of Sedalia. Originally SH 105 was 
a longer, continuous route, but segments have been turned back, resulting in the two discontinuous routes that are 
currently designated as the state highway. 

The Colorado Piedmont, through which SH 105 is routed, is a region defined geographically as the rolling hills and 
stream-laced valleys that lie to the east of the Front Range. This area contains both the most urbanized corridor in 
the state and also wide swaths of rural farm and ranchlands, with its history firmly rooted in the events that profoundly 
changed the region from the 1850s well into the twentieth century. Prehistorically the region was the hunting grounds 
of the Comanche, who were later pushed south by the Cheyenne and Arapahoe. By the 1850s sparse European-
American settlement in the form of scattered farms and trading posts dotted this area, with trails such as the 
Cherokee Trail crossing the plains and connecting with California-bound trails to the north. With the Pikes Peak Gold 
Rush, however, change was fast and intense. The urban core that became the metro Denver area sprang from 
commerce and transportation, i.e.,  the connection of the gold fields in the Rocky Mountains with the markets and 
cities to the east. Colorado Springs was developed first in the 1870s as an early tourist destination, with General 
William Palmer’s vision of a resort city acting as a guide. The city  became an elite enclave, known for a time as 
“Little London” for the proliferation of British tourists, many of whom stayed, and Colorado Springs would go on to 
become home to a high number of millionaires made from the Cripple Creek Gold Rush in the 1890s.   With the 
advent of World War II and the post-World War II period, the Colorado Springs area became home to military 
installations like Fort Carson, Peterson Air Force Base, and the US Air Force Academy, installations which would 
have their own impact on the history of infrastructural development in and around the city (Wyckoff 1998:101-103; 
Ubbelohde 1995:118;334-335). 

The route of SH 105 runs through an area that was the location of notably early settlement in the Front Range 
corridor. The Bear Canon (Canyon) Historic District, placed on the National Register in 1975, contains the entirety of 
SH 105B, also named North Perry Park Road. The district is still a rural community of historic ranches and 
farmsteads, which lie on both side of the highway. These ranches were first established by English settlers lured to 
the area by the British investors in the Denver and Rio Grande Railway. The historic district nomination describes 
them as a “homogenous group, literate, deeply religious, and committed to building a new agricultural community free 
of gentry privileges” (Bear Canyon Historic District Nomination 5DA.212, p. 4). Many of these ranches date to the 
1860s and 1870s. 

South of the Bear Canyon Historic District, SH 105A runs through the resort community of Palmer Lake and 
continues south and east through Monument. An historical marker on SH 105A at the intersection of the highway with 
Davidson Street, in Monument, commemorates the small but significant “Old Stone Fort” and stone encampment 
structure erected at the home of early settler David McShane. Although the remains of the fort are no longer in 
evidence, the location is a documented historical archaeological site (5EP.340) and the marker (5EP.6940) was 
erected by the Colorado Historical Society and the Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) in 1951 (Carrigan 
2011). 

SH 105 is one of the first routes approved by the first State Highway Commission in 1910 (Wiley 1976:11). The route 
that includes SH 105 is visible on early maps produced prior to the road’s designation as a state highway, and served 
to connect the farms and ranches in the area, including those in the Bear Canon Historic District, with the commercial 
centers of Denver and Colorado Springs. The community of Sedalia, originally known as Plum Creek, anchors the 
north end of the highway and was a ranch town on U.S. Highway (US) 85. SH 105 ran through the Plum Creek 
Valley, roughly following West Plum Creek, south from Sedalia to Palmer Lake, which was likewise located on US 85. 
Designated as a state highway in the 1920s, in 1954 SH 105 was extended south from Palmer Lake and east to meet 
the newly straightened US 85 at Monument. For several decades, SH 50 east of I-25 was part of SH 105, but this 
segment was turned back on 2007, as was the portion of SH 105 between Palmer Lake and the intersection of 
Wolfensberger Road. 
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 105

Sources indicate that SH 105 is one of the more historically significant routes that connect the Colorado Springs area 
to Denver. It was an early route that served local farmers and ranchers in the transport of agricultural goods to 
commercial centers,  and that it was an established route connecting early homesteaders and settlers long before it 
was designated as a state highway. Later, in 1910, it became an early and important project of the Colorado Highway 
Department.

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 105

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 105

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 105 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS. This highway possesses 
significance under Criterion A in the area of Transportation at the local level of significance.  

Criterion A
SH 105 was in the first batch of Colorado highways identified for development in 1910 by the first State Highway 
Commission. Prior to that, it was an important ranch road, serving settlers in Douglas and El Paso Counties as 
early as the 1860s. It is significant under Criterion A in the area of Transportation at the local level as an important 
example of an early project of the Colorado Highway Department, and also as an important farm-to-market route 
providing connection between Front Range ranch settlement and the commercial centers of Denver and Colorado 
Springs. 

Criterion B 
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state. Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.  

Criterion C 
Although SH 105 was an early and prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department, research and literature 
review yielded no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering design or construction 
techniques that serve to distinguish this highway from other roads, and it is not known to have been the site of 
important engineering innovations or important later modifications. The highway’s design and construction appear 
to fall within the established standard practices of state highway design and construction of the time and the 
highway does not possess significance under Criterion C.  

Criterion D 
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered. The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 105

105.jpg
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 109

Highway Location:

Counties: Otero, Bent, Las Animas
Length (Miles): 64.898

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

No Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms for previously recorded segments of this highway were identified in 
Compass.    

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

109A From SH 160-C north of Kim North via La Junta to Just Before Fourth Street in Cheraw Begin 
Grand Ave.

109B From SH 50-B in La Junta south via Bradish Ave To 3rd St then east via 3rd St to SH 109-A

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

None No previously recorded 
segments are found on or 
adjacent to this highway

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 109

Historical Data:

SH 109 is a two-lane paved roadway that generally extends approximately 65 miles in a north-south direction from 
the town of Cheraw at the northern terminus, south through La Junta, ending just north of the town of Kim at its 
southern terminus.  

The history of SH 109 consists of a series of separate highway segments that have been connected and then 
disconnected over time.  The earliest segment of SH 109 first shows up on state highway maps in 1919 and 
extended north from Karvel to Genoa, which is located east of Limon and in Lincoln County (Salek).  In 1939 state 
highway maps display a series of additional discontinuous segments of the highway constructed near Kim, south 
from La Junta to the Purgatoire River, from La Junta north to Cheraw, and south from Karvel to Lolita at SH 96.  
Portions of the various segments were paved by the middle of the twentieth century; the segment between Genoa 
and Hugo was paved by 1946 and the segment from La Junta to Cheraw was paved by 1950 according to state 
highway maps.  By 1954 state highway maps indicate that most of the segments had been turned back and the 
segment between La Junta and Cheraw was the only designated portion of SH 109.  The highway was gradually 
extended south of La Junta toward Kim between the mid-1960s and the early 1980s.  The majority of the current 
alignment was intact and paved by the late 1970s based on state highway maps; the highway was extended to US 
160 by 1983 to form its current alignment. 

The Santa Fe Trail was the earliest major transportation route through this region and remained as such until the 
1920s when highways such as former SH 100 (current U.S. Highway [US] 160), the second major transportation 
route, and present-day US 287, US 350 and US 385, the major north-south arteries in this region, provided access to 
previously remote areas in the far southeastern corner of the state.  State highways, farm-to-market roads, and small 
local connector roads served to link more remote areas with the major regional transportation corridors, towns, and 
cities.  Research and review of historic mapping does not indicate that SH 109 provided direct access to destinations 
related to important historic themes such as industry, agriculture, or commerce (Noelet al 1994: 25, 29; Wyckoff 
1999: 167-170).  

The current SH 109 was established late in the initial development of the route and served as one of several regional 
connector roads linking La Junta to areas located to the immediate south.  Research and review of historic mapping 
does not indicate that SH 109 served as a farm-to-market road or singularly provided direct access to destinations 
and transportation corridors related to important historic themes such as industry or commerce.   

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 109

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 109

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 109 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A
Under Criterion A, research did not indicate that this highway is an example of an early or prominent project by the 
Colorado Highway Department (CHD), was built or improved as part of a federal relief project, or had a direct and 
important association with other important historical themes.  Historically, SH 109 served to provide access and 
connections to other state and county roads offering access to routine local and regional destinations and did not 
form into a continuous segment linking La Junta and US 160 south of Kim until the early 1980s.  The highway did 
not function as a main transportation route for providing direct connectivity as a farm-to-market road between an 
important agricultural region and its market.  As such, it does not possess significance under Criterion A.   

Criterion B
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.

Criterion C
Under Criterion C, this highway is not considered to be an early or prominent project of the CHD.  Research and 
literature review yielded no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering design or 
construction techniques that serve to distinguish this highway from other roads and does not appear to exhibit 
important engineering innovations or important later modifications.  The highway’s design and construction appear 
to fall within the established standard practices of state highway design and construction of the time and the 
highway does not possess significance under Criterion C. 

Criterion D
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 109
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 110

Highway Location:

Counties: San Juan
Length (Miles): 0.186

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

Two Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms for previously recorded segments of this highway, 5SA.113.4 (U.S. 
Highway [US] 550) and 5SA.59 (Silverton Historic District), were identified in Compass. 5SA.113.4 (US 550) was 
officially determined eligible in 2006 and determined to support eligibility of the entire linear resource in 2010, but is a 
segment of US 550 that does not appear to correspond to current SH 110. 

SH 110 also extends through the Silverton Historic District (5SA.59), which was listed in the National Register of 
Historic Places (National Register) in 1966.  Silverton is also a National Historic Landmark (NHL) that encompasses 
the entire town of Silverton and was designated a NHL in 1961.  SH 110 serves as the main commercial street through 
the NHL and the National Register historic district.  

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

110A From US 550-B West of Silverton East and North To Maintenance Yard Service Rd

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

5SA.113.4 Supports eligibility of entire 
linear resource>106 - 
Officially eligible>Field 
eligible

02/03/2010>10/02/2006>
08/22/2006

U.S. HIGHWAY 550

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 110

Historical Data:

SH 110 is less than one mile in length and extends from US 550 through Silverton comprising its main thoroughfare, 
Greene Street.  Southwestern Colorado is a mountainous region that owes much of its history to mining, including the 
town of Silverton.  The Colorado Gold Rush of 1859 brought an influx of people to Colorado’s southwestern region in 
search of fortune and led to the establishment of mining camps through the area to supply activities at the mines and 
those working in the mines.  Silverton began as a mining camp and supply center for area mines.  Silverton was 
established in 1874 and boomed throughout the 1880s after silver deposits were discovered in nearby hills.  The 
Denver & Rio Grande Railroad reached Silverton from Durango in 1882 and by 1883 the town had 2,000 residents 
and 400 buildings.  Gold, silver, lead, and zinc were mined at various periods throughout the region.  (Colorado State 
Planning Commission 1941: 141; Ubbelohde et al 2006: 175-177; Silverton Area Chamber of Commerce 2016).  The 
current route of SH 110 follows Greene Street through downtown Silverton.  Greene Street was established shortly 
after Silverton was laid out in 1874. Historic state highway maps indicate that SH 110 was designated by 1926, 
followed the route of Greene Street in Silverton, and extended to the northeast to Howardsville.  By 1934 the road 
was extended further northeast to Eureka providing connections to area mining activities.  According to Salek, a 
portion of the road north of Silverton was rerouted in 1961 and extended approximately eight miles north along 
Cement Creek to Gladstone.  A spur of SH 110 extended for approximately two miles north of town to a mining 
structure in 1963.  The majority of SH 110 was turned back in 2003 to its current limits.     

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 110

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.

Mead & Hunt, Inc./Dill Historians LLC State Highway (SH) 110 - Page 3

*Information based on data from Compass provided by OAHP



Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 110

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 110 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A
SH 110 was designated by 1926 and while not considered an early or prominent project by the Colorado Highway 
Department, the corridor followed by SH 110 through the town of Silverton coincides with Greene Street, the main 
thoroughfare through the Silverton National Historic Landmark District/National Register-listed historic district.  
Greene Street (SH 110) served as the main commercial street in Silverton since its establishment in the 1870s.  As 
such, SH 110 possesses significance under Criterion A in the areas of Transportation and Commerce for its role in 
the development of the area’s mining activities and likely contributes to the historic significance of the historic 
districts in which it passes at the state and national levels.  No evidence indicated that the route was built or 
improved as part of a Depression-era federal relief project.

Criterion B
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.

Criterion C
Research and literature review yielded no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering 
techniques that serve to distinguish this highway from other roads within mountainous areas of the state.  The 
highway’s design and construction appear to have utilized techniques common to other roads in mountainous 
areas.  Overall this highway appears to reflect the standard types of design and construction practices and it does 
not appear to possess significance under Criterion C.   

Criterion D
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 110
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 112

Highway Location:

Counties: Rio Grande, Alamosa
Length (Miles): 27.793

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

The three segments documented for this route were delineated by county and were completed for Highways to the Sky
(Associated Cultural Resource Experts, 2002).  The history given in the Colorado Cultural Resource Inventory forms 
(forms) for 5AL.674 mirrors the history in Highways to the Sky.  Forms for 5RN.753 and 5SH.1963 are not available on 
Compass.  The historical information provided on forms that are not available is not expected to differ from 5AL.674 or 
the information provided in Highways to the Sky.

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

112A From SH 160-A in Del Norte northeast and east via Center To SH 17-B at Hooper

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

5AL.674 Field eligible 1/29/2002 STATE HIGHWAY 112

5RN.753 Field eligible 1/29/2002 STATE HIGHWAY 112

5SH.1963 Field eligible 1/29/2002 STATE HIGHWAY 112

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway

Mead & Hunt, Inc./Dill Historians LLC State Highway (SH) 112 - Page 1

*Information based on data from Compass provided by OAHP



Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 112

Historical Data:

Colorado Cultural Resource Inventory forms for previously recorded segments of this highway were reviewed for 
historical background information (see OAHP Site Numbers above).  In addition, a historical summary of this highway 
is included in Highways to the Sky.  This information was used to complete the statement of significance.  No 
changes are recommended for the historical summary in Highways to the Sky.  

Below is a reiteration of key points in the history of SH 112 found in Highways to the Sky, with a brief augmentation 
addressing the probable origins of the road:

The east/west trajectory of SH 112 is coincident with township boundaries established by the Public Lands Survey 
System (PLSS) in the San Luis Valley in the early 1870s.  Although agricultural settlement under the Mexican grant 
system had been underway in the San Luis Valley for about two decades, the discovery of gold in Summitville in 
1870 led to an influx of non-Hispanic agricultural settlement under the Homestead Act of 1862.  Irrigated farming in 
the immediate area of SH 112 began with the “ditch boom” in the 1880s (Simonds 1994: 8). 

Two segments of what would become SH 112 are visible on a 1916 map of Colorado State Highways.  The western 
segment is a graveled stretch of SH 68 running diagonally from Del Norte to the Saguache County line.  A separate 
eastern segment of graveled road runs east/west, following the Saguache/Rio Grande and Saguache/Alamosa 
County lines from SH 36 through the town of Center and on to the town of Hooper.  By 1922 a third graveled segment 
bridged the gap between these two segments and SH 112 was so-named on a highway map of that year. 

Improvements to the road followed from 1926 with grading and oil-surfacing occurring sporadically through the 
1930s.  In 1949, in the early post-World War II years, asphalt paving on the road was completed for its entire length.  
During this period other improvements were made as well, including the construction of the Rio Grande Overflow 
Bridge, north of Del Norte, in 1947, and the Farmer’s Union Canal Bridge, just west of US 285, in 1948.

The current alignment compares favorably to early alignments shown on historic maps.  Farm-to-market roads 
characteristically follow county, township, and/or property boundaries.  The route of SH 112 appears to have been 
established for farm-to-market travel.  The San Luis Valley economy has historically been centered in agriculture and 
is one of the top potato-producing regions in the U.S.    

See Colorado Cultural Resource Inventory forms and Chapter 11 of Highways to the Sky for additional historical 
information on this highway.

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 112

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 112

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 112 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A
As an early example of a farm-to-market road, this highway reflects the efforts of the Colorado Highway 
Department to establish and improve farm-to-market routes to facilitate the region’s agricultural industry.  The 
route’s role as an important farm-to-market road may date to as early as the 1870s and is shown definitively on a 
State Highway map in 1916.  SH 112 runs through an area that has been used as irrigated farmland since the 
1880s.  Improvements to the highway commenced in the 1920s and continued through the post-World War II years.  
Under Criterion A, SH 112 possesses significance at the local level in the area of Transportation for its role in the 
regional growth of agricultural during the early and mid-twentieth century. 

Criterion B 
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, SH 112 does not 
possess significance under Criterion B.  

Criterion C
The literature review yielded no evidence of the use of innovative engineering design or construction features 
particular to SH 112 that serve to distinguish it from other roads.  While SH 112 is considered to be an early farm-
to-market road, it does not appear to be an important road type or subtype for exhibit distinctive characteristics or 
variations.  The highway’s design and subsequent construction history appear to fall within the established 
standard State Highway design and construction practices.  As such, it does not possess significance under 
Criterion C.

Criterion D
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  This highway also does not possess significance 
under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 112
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 114

Highway Location:

Counties: Gunnison, Saguache
Length (Miles): 61.651

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

Two Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms for previously recorded segments of this highway were identified in 
Compass, including the Northern Branch of the Spanish Trail/Gunnison Expedition/Salt Lake Road/Government Road 
Segment (5SN.3832.4) and the Cochetopa Stock Driveway (5SH.1908).  According to the inventory forms, trail 
segments are located along the north edge of SH 114 on the south side of the Saguache Creek Valley.  The Spanish 
Trail was in use from 1829 to 1848 as a commercial route and transportation corridor between New Mexico and 
southern California and the Northern Branch consisted of a network of trails developed during the fur trade that 
provided access to western Colorado and northeastern Utah.  In 1853, the Old Spanish trail was used by the Gunnison 
Expedition and by 1858 the route was improved as a wagon road.  The eastern portion of the trail was incorporated as 
part of the Saguache & San Juan Toll Road in 1874.  The overall route of the Spanish Trail, including the Northern 
Branch, the Main Route, and the Armijo Route, was designated a National Historic Trail in 2002 by the National Park 
Service.  This segment of the Northern Branch of the Spanish Trail (5SH.3832.4) was previously recommended as 
field eligible in 2010 for its contribution to the development of the western United States.      

The Cochetopa Stock Driveway (5SH.1908) has an association with the early history of agriculture around Saguache 
having served as the route that local cattle and sheep ranchers used to move livestock between home ranches and 
summer pastures.  This resource is generally located south of SH 114 and does not follow the same alignment or 
transportation corridor. The 2002 inventory form stated that more data was needed to evaluate this resource.  

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

114A From SH 50-A east of Gunnison southeast via North Pass To SH 285-B in Saguache

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

5SH.1908 Officially needs data>Field 
needs data>Field needs data

08/29/2002>04/23/2002>
11/2000

COCHETOPA STOCK DRIVEWAY

5SH.3832.4 Field eligible 10/11/2010 NORTHERN BRANCH OF THE SPANISH 
TRAIL / GUNNISON EXPEDITION / SALT 
LAKE ROAD/ GOVERNMENT ROAD- 
SEGMENT

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 114

Historical Data:

SH 114 is approximately 62 miles long and extends from U.S. Highway (US) 285 at Saguache to US 50 between 
Gunnison and Parlin.  SH 114 begins at the northern edge of the San Luis Valley and extends northwest over North 
Pass (formerly Cochetopa Pass) toward Gunnison.  One of the earliest transportation corridors in the area was the 
Northern Branch of the Spanish Trail, of which SH 114 follows the general corridor between Saguache and Gunnison 
with remnants of the trail located north of present-day SH 114.  Other wagon roads were also established and often 
followed trails established by Native Americans, explorers, fur trappers, and traders.   Settlers from New Mexico 
moved into the San Luis Valley in the 1850s and established early irrigation and water reclamation systems to 
facilitate agricultural production.  The San Luis Valley developed into a center for agriculture and livestock-raising 
within the region beginning in the mid-nineteenth century (Carter and Mehls, 1984: 46-48).  The Colorado Gold Rush 
of 1859 brought an influx of people to the region and to the establishment of mining camps through the area to supply 
activities at the mines and those working there.  Cattle ranching persists in mountain valleys through the area  
(Colorado State Planning Commission 1941; 141; Ubbelohde et al 2006; 175-177). 

Early roads in the region were often built to serve and connect communities for the movement of people and the 
transfer of commercial and agricultural goods.  The sometimes narrow and rocky canyons combined with the altitude 
of this mountainous region made road building expensive, dangerous, and difficult.  To help finance road 
construction, toll roads were common in the late nineteenth century prior to the establishment of the Colorado 
Highway Department.  Local residents would often pool resources to build roads. Other roads were financed by 
wealthy individuals such as Otto Mears, an important figure in the history of road-building in southwestern Colorado.  
Mears constructed early toll roads over Cochetopa Pass, between Saguache and Lake City; over Poncha Pass; and 
between Ouray and Silverton.  His influence on road-building in southwestern Colorado is best represented by the 
construction of the Million Dollar Highway, current US 550, which reflects early and bold efforts to establish roads in 
the region employing innovative engineering to meet the challenges of the terrain and altitude.  Examples of other 
roads that reflect notable early road-building efforts to traverse mountains areas of the state, such as early crossings 
of the continental divide, include SH 9, 17, 84, 160, 389, and the original gravel route over Cochetopa Pass (present-
day county road NN14), which is no longer designated as part of SH 114.  (Ubbelohde et al 2006; 175-177; Wyckoff 
1999; 53-54).  

The Good Roads Movement and establishment of the Colorado Highway Department in the first decades of the 
twentieth century led to the establishment of a highway network throughout the region and state (Carter and Mehls 
1984: 138-141).  A predecessor to portions of the present-day alignment of SH 114 is a segment of the Northern 
Branch of the Spanish Trail, which was established earlier in the mid-nineteenth century. Historic highway maps 
indicate a vehicular road was in place along this route by 1916, which crossed the continental divide over Cochetopa 
Pass.  The route was designated SH 114 by 1926.  According to Salek, the early routing of the highway followed 
present-day County Road NN-14, not the current alignment of SH 114, over Cochetopa Pass.  SH 114 is located 
north of the route over Cochetopa Pass.  United States Public Works Project N.R.S. 369 was completed along a 
portion of SH 114 from US 50 south for approximately five miles.  In 1963 the highway alignment was altered to cross 
North Cochetopa Pass instead of the original gravel Cochetopa Pass (Saguache Chamber of Commerce).  

Road building in mountainous areas addressed challenging terrain and high altitude passes; however, no information 
was found to indicate the design, engineering, or construction of this highway differed from other roads in the region 
and the portion of the road that traversed Cochetopa Pass is no longer part of the current alignment.  This road was 
one of many that functioned to supply and support towns and area industries by providing links to regional 
transportation corridors, towns, and cities.  Apart from its earlier history and association with the Northern Branch of 
the Spanish Trail, SH 114 historically developed as one component of the overall transportation network 
indistinguishable from other highways and providing access to local and regional destinations and did not provide 
direct access to destinations related to subsequent important historic themes.   

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 114

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 114

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 114 is classified as an Engineered and Cultural Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A
As a Cultural Route the portion of this highway between Saguache and Gunnison possesses significance under 
Transportation at the state level for its earlier history and association with the Northern Branch of the Spanish Trail, 
which is evidenced by remnants of the trail located north of present-day SH 114.  The road corridor was 
constructed over Cochetopa Pass by 1916, just a few years after the establishment of the Colorado Highway 
Department (CHD).  However, the present-day routing of SH 114 over North Cochetopa Pass is not associated 
with the earlier road project by the CHD (which is along present-day County Road NN-14). As such, the road is no 
longer directly associated with this mountain pass.  A five mile portion or the road extending south of the highway’s 
intersection with US 50 was constructed as part of United States Public Works Project N.R.S. 369 in 1934 and 
possesses significance under Criterion A in the areas of Politics/Government at the state level for its association to 
a Depression-era federal relief project. No evidence suggests that the route served as an important farm-to-market 
road or was pivotal in the transfer of agricultural goods or livestock within the region and research did not indicate 
that the road has an important association to mining or industry to distinguish it from other roads in the region.  

Criterion B
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.

Criterion C
Research and literature review yielded no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering 
techniques that serve to distinguish this highway from other roads within mountainous areas of the state.  An earlier 
iteration of this route is located along present-day County Road NN-14, may have an association with an early toll 
road constructed by Otto Mears and the early development of road crossing the continental divide via Cochetopa 
Pass.  However the route was relocated over North Cochetopa Pass in 1963 and as currently designated, the 
highway’s design and construction appear to have utilized techniques common to other roads in mountainous 
areas and no longer has a direct association with this earlier history and does not possess significance under 
Criterion C.      

Criterion D
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 114
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 115

Highway Location:

Counties: Fremont, El Paso
Length (Miles): 46.946

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

Three Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms for previously recorded segments of this highway, including 
5FN1073.1, 5FN.1073.2, and 5FN.1073.4 were identified in Compass.  5FN.1073.1 and 5FN.1073.2 correspond to Old 
State Highway 115 and as of their last evaluation in 1992 required more data.  Another segment of Old State Highway 
115 (5FN.1073.4) was previously determined not eligible in 2000; this segment is located north of Penrose and does 
not correspond to the current alignment of SH 115.   

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

115A From SH 50-A at 9 th St  in Canon City southeast via Florence and northeast via Penrose To 
the North Side On Ramps onto I-25A in Colorado Springs

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

5FN.1073.1 Officially needs data>Field 
needs data

06/22/1992>10/18/1991 OLD HIGHWAY 115

5FN.1073.2 Officially needs data>Field 
needs data

06/22/1992>10/18/1991 OLD HIGHWAY 115

5FN.1073.4 Field not eligible 8/26/2000 OLD STATE HIGHWAY 115 - SEGMENT

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

5FN.523 106 - Officially eligible
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 115

Historical Data:

SH 115 is approximately 47 miles long and extends southwest from Interstate(I)-25 in Colorado Springs to Penrose 
before turning west and continuing to US 50 in Cañon City.  The earliest transportation corridors in South-Central 
Colorado were wagon roads that often followed trails established by Native Americans.  The area west of Pueblo and 
south of Colorado Springs was settled in the mid-nineteenth century.  Small farms, ranches, and towns were 
established in the area and served as supply centers for those traveling along stagecoach routes through the area 
from Colorado Springs and Pueblo and to provide access to area mining activities. Residents and those engaged in 
mining activities further into the mountains also frequented the small towns.  Cañon City was organized in 1860 at 
which time a series of mining activities were underway in the area including coal, iron, gypsum, marble, and granite.  
The settlement that eventually developed into Penrose was established in the 1860s as a stop along a stagecoach 
route with a restaurant and hotel.  Colorado Springs was laid out in 1871 and by the 1870s roads and trains 
connected Colorado Springs with Cañon City and Pueblo.  Coal fields were also located near Cañon City and 
together with the discovery of oil in the early 1880s, industrial development spurred further growth and settlement in 
the area.  The town of Florence, also along the route of the highway, incorporated in 1887 and by 1890, had 50 oil 
wells, 60 new homes, and numerous businesses  (Johns 2014; History of Canon City Florence Community History).

The popularity of the automobile increased dramatically throughout the state between 1910 and 1920.  The Good 
Roads Movement and establishment of the Colorado Highway Commission in the first decades of the twentieth 
century led to the establishment of a highway network throughout the region and state.  Smaller communities 
increasingly saw the benefits of highway access, which led to further highway construction along less traveled routes 
and alignments in the 1920s and 1930s.  The route that eventually developed into US 50 was historically the major 
east-west transportation corridor through south-central Colorado.  SH 115 was a prominent north-south route that 
together with smaller state highways and local connector roads formed the regional transportation network  (Carter 
and Mehls 1984: 138-141).    

Historic state highway maps indicate a road along the general corridor of present-day SH 115 was in place by 1916.  
SH 115 was designated by 1926 and extended south from US 85-87 in Colorado Springs through Penrose to what 
was then US 50 (currently SH 120), located just east of Florence.  Several federal relief projects were completed 
within the corridor, including U.S. Public Works Project N.R.S. 365-B in 1935, which was located just south of the El 
Paso and Pueblo County line for just over 1 mile and U.S. Public Works Project No. N.R.M. 165-B that extended for 
less than a mile through the town of Florence prior to the designation of the route as SH 115 (this segment was US 
50 until the 1950 realignment of that route).  SH 115 was paved between Penrose and Colorado Springs by 1949.  
US 50 was realigned by 1950 to a new segment north of Florence; the old alignment became SH 120 and SH 115 
was extended along its old route west to Cañon City.  According to Salek, the expressway in south Colorado Springs 
was in place by the late 1950s, and the interchange at US 50 was in place by 1977.  Prior to 2007, Nevada Avenue 
south of I-25 was marked as US 85/SH115, but in October 2007 the route that had been US 85 along Nevada 
Avenue, between I-25 Exit 140 and Lake Avenue, was renumbered as an extension of SH 115.  

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 115

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 115

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 115 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A
The road corridor that eventually became SH 115 was constructed by 1916, just a few years after the 
establishment of the Colorado Highway Department (CHD).  No evidence suggests this road served as an 
important farm-to-market road or was pivotal in the transfer of agricultural goods or livestock or has important 
associations to mining or industry that distinguish it from other roads in the region or served as a prominent project 
of the CHD. Small segments of the route have associations with Depression-era federal relief projects, including 
U.S. Public Works Project N.R.S. 365-B located just south of the El Paso and Pueblo County line for just over 1 
mile and U.S. Public Works Project No. N.R.M. 165-B that extended for less than a mile through the town of 
Florence prior to the designation of the route as SH 115.  These segments of the overall route possess significance 
under Criterion A in the areas of Politics/Government at the state level.  In addition, that portion of the route within 
Florence that was previously designated as part of US 50 also possesses significance under Criterion A in the area 
of Transportation for its association with that cross-state route (see the Colorado Historic Highway Inventory form 
for US 50 for additional information).  

Criterion B
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.

Criterion C
Research and literature review yielded no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering 
design or construction techniques that serve to distinguish this highway from other roads within the mountainous 
southwest region and it does not appear to exhibit important engineering innovations or important later 
modifications.  The highway’s design and construction appear to fall within the established standard practices of 
state highway design and construction of the time and the highway does not possess significance under Criterion 
C.   

Criterion D
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 115
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 116

Highway Location:

Counties: Baca
Length (Miles): 32.33

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

No Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms for previously recorded segments of this highway were identified in 
Compass.    

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

116A From SH 287-A at CO RD RR.00 north of Springfield East via Two Buttes and Lycan To the 
Kansas State Line

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

5BA.879.1 Field not eligible 1/28/2002 STATE HIGHWAY 385 - SEGMENT

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 116

Historical Data:

SH 116 is a two-lane paved roadway that extends west from U.S. Highway (US) 287 through the town of Two Buttes 
to the Kansas state line extending for approximately 32 miles.  Its route parallels a portion of US 160, which is located 
approximately 15 miles to the south.  State highway maps indicate earlier alignments of SH 116 began in the early 
1920s at which time it extended from US 287 stair-stepping its way east and south toward Two Buttes.  According to 
state highway maps, the road was designated SH 116 by 1924 and was nearly half of its current length.  In 1929 
state highway maps indicate that the road was co-signed with SH 51 and extended to the Kansas state line.  The 
road remained unimproved at that time but a western portion was surfaced by 1938.  By 1934 the stair-step 
alignment was straightened and by 1955 the length of the road had been improved.  By 1954 the highway was no 
longer co-signed with SH 51 and extended for its current length.  The road was paved between US 287 and Two 
Buttes by 1964 and further east to the Kansas state line by 1972.  

Research and historical mapping did not indicate that SH 116 provided access to specific destinations, rather it 
served as a connection with other county and state highways to the east and west of this highway.  

Settlement in southeastern Colorado occurred in the early 1800s as a result of regional trade along the Santa Fe and 
Cherokee Trails, whose routes generally followed the Arkansas River Valley corridor and subsequently formed 
portions of the route of present-day US 50.  Southeastern Colorado boasted the largest cattle industry in the state 
during the late nineteenth century.  Due to the arid climate, in the late nineteenth century irrigation canals and 
reservoirs were constructed in the region to facilitate ranching and agriculture that included wheat, hay, oats, corn, 
sugar beets, watermelon, cantaloupe, and other crops.  The town of Two Buttes was founded in 1909 by the builders 
of a reservoir located just north of the town, which was created by the damming of Two Buttes Creek (Colorado State 
Planning Commission, 1941: 330) to irrigate nearby cropland.  The Santa Fe Trail was the earliest major 
transportation route through this region and remained as such until the 1920s when highways such as former SH 100 
(current US 160), the second major regional transportation route, and present-day US 287, US 350 and US 385, the 
major north-south arteries in this region, provided access to previously remote areas in the far southeastern corner of 
the state.    

During the early twentieth century, farm-to-market roads and major regional transportation corridors were constructed 
to link these rural areas with regional market centers, such as former SH 100 (current US 160), the major east-west 
route, and present-day US 287, US 350 and US 385, the major north-south arteries in this region. (Noel et al 1994: 
25, 29; Wyckoff 1999: 167-170)

The current route SH 116 was developed as one of several rural regional connector roads providing access to other 
roads to the east and west.  Research and review of historic mapping does not indicate that SH 116 served as a 
farm-to-market road or provided direct access to destinations and transportation corridors related to important historic 
themes such as agriculture and commerce.    

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 116

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 116

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 116 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A
Under Criterion A, research did not indicate that this highway is an example of an early prominent project by the 
Colorado Highway Department (CHD), was built or improved as part of a federal relief project, or had a direct and 
important association with other important historical themes.  Historically, SH 116 served to provide access and 
connections to within rural southeastern Colorado via other roads.  The highway did not function as a main 
transportation route for providing direct connectivity as a farm-to-market road between an important agricultural 
region and its market.  As such, it does not possess significance under Criterion A.   

Criterion B
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.

Criterion C
Under Criterion C, this highway is not considered to be an early or prominent project of the CHD.  Research and 
literature review yielded no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering design or 
construction techniques that serve to distinguish this highway from other roads and does not appear to exhibit 
important engineering innovations or important later modifications.  The highway’s design and construction appear 
to fall within the established standard practices of state highway design and construction of the time and the 
highway does not possess significance under Criterion C. 

Criterion D
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 116

116.jpg
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 119

Highway Location:

Counties: Gilpin, Boulder, Weld
Length (Miles): 60.473

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms for previously recorded segments of this highway listed above and 
available in Compass  
-5BL.622.1 is a recording of the wagon road next to SH 119 between mileposts 31.8 and 32.5 in 1996. The road was 
determined eligible and the segment contributed to the overall resource.
-5BL.622.3 recorded the segment between Boulder and Nederland in 2015 for permanent repairs to the highway 

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

119A From SH 6-G in Clear Creek Canvon Northwest via Black Hawk and Nederland and East To SH 
7-B at Braodway and H 93-A in Boulder

119B From SH 36-B in Boulder northeast To SH 119C at IRON HORSE in Longmont

119C From SH 119B at Iron Horse in Longmont east to To I-25A in Longmont

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

5BL.12038 Officially eligible 2013 BOULDER CREEK BRIDGE-LOWER 
CASTLE ROCK BRIDGE

5BL.12039 Offiically eligible 2013 BOULDER CREEK BRIDGE-UPPER 
CASTLE ROCK BRIDGE

5BL.12624 Field eligible 2013 BOULDER CANYON BRIDGE

5BL.622 106 - Officially eligible>Field 
eligible

08/09/1996>06/06/1977 STATE HIGHWAY 119 / BOULDER 
CANYON DRIVE

5BL.7902 Listed on National Register 3/11/2003 BOULDER CREEK BRIDGE

5BL.906 Officially not eligible 08/30/1985 BOULDER CANYON MASONRY 
BARRIER

5CC.1185.1 106 - Officially eligible>Field 
eligible

04/22/2002>11/07/2001 U.S. HIGHWAY 119 TUNNEL

5GL.1381.1 Does not support eligibility of 
entire linear 
resource>Officially needs 
data>No assessment given 
on form

12/10/2004>04/22/2002>
09/30/2004

US HIGHWAY 119 - SEGMENT

5GL.1381.3 Within NR district>Officially 
not eligible>Field not 
eligible>Field Assess.: Non-
contributing to District

07/17/1991>02/13/2008>
01/10/2008>01/10/2008

STATE HIGHWAY 119 (SEGMENT)

5GL.1381.4 Does not support eligibility of 
entire linear resource>Field 
not eligible

10/21/2009>08/06/2009 US HIGHWAY 119

5GL.260.1 Officially not eligible>Field 
not eligible>Field not eligible

09/04/1992>07/14/1992>
12/01/1982

GOLDEN GATE TOLL ROAD

5GL.266 Field not eligible>Field not 
eligible

06/28/1996>12/01/1982 BLACK HAWK-GOLDEN ROAD, SMITH 
HILL ROAD

5JF.2661 Officially needs data>Field 
needs data>Officially not 
eligible

04/22/2002>11/07/2001>
12/10/2004

STATE HIGHWAY 119
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 119

caused by the flooding in September 2013. A draft of this form is included in the research folder for SH 119. The site 
form found the entire resource (SH 119) eligible, and that the segment contributes to the eligibility of the overall road. 
-5BL.906 is a recording of the Boulder Canyon masonry barrier in 1985 for a replacement project that took the old 
barrier out and installed new guardrail. It was determined to be officially not eligible.
-5BL.7902 is a site form for the Boulder Creek Bridge (D-15-AK), which was listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places (National Register) in 2002. 
-5CC.1185.1 is for the tunnel on SH 119 and was determined to be officially eligible in 2002.
-5GL1381.1,.3, and .4 are in Gilpin County and were recorded by Jennifer (Ohlander) Wahlers at Colorado 
Department of Transportation (5GL.1381.2 is for tunnel No. 4 [F-15-K], and is officially eligible).  The site forms for .3 
and .4 are in the research folder for the highway. These segments, recorded in 2008 and 2009, were determined non-
contributing of the overall resource, which was considered eligible. The segments had been subject to maintenance 
and improvements that changed the original appearance of the highway. The site form for .4 also stated that .1 was 
officially determined to not support the integrity of the entire linear resource in 2004. 
-Site form for 5GL260.1, Golden Gate Toll Road, was not available. The segment is listed as officially not eligible 
(1992) in Compass
-5GL.266 was a recording of the Black Hawk/Golden Stage Road in Gilpin Road in 1982 that is not the current 
highway. 
Site form for 5JF.2661.1, SH 119, was not available. The segment is listed as officially not eligible (2004) in Compass. 
-5BL.12038, 5BL.12039, 5BL.12624 are three bridges on the old highway built in 1915 and later bypassed by a new 
alignment of the highway in 1953. They were recorded by Clay Fraser for Boulder County Parks Department in 2013. 
5BL.12038 and 5BL12039 were both determined officially eligible in 2013, 5BL.12624 is field eligible. 

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

5BL.1159 East Side Historic District, Longmont Listed - National Register

5BL.1209 West Side Historic District, Longmont Listed - National Register

5BL.752 Boulder Hydroelectric System Eligible

5GL.7 Central City-Blackhawk Historic District Listed on National Register

5LR.2164 Stanley Power Plant, Fall River Hydroelectricity Plant Listed - National Register

Mead & Hunt, Inc./Dill Historians LLC State Highway (SH) 119 - Page 2

*Information based on data from Compass provided by OAHP



Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 119

Historical Data:

The highway has three distinct segments that total 60.473 miles. SH 119A is the longest section, from U.S. Highway 
(US) 6 in Clear Creek Canyon northwest to Black Hawk and north to Nederland then east through Boulder Canyon to 
Boulder, where it terminates at milepost 41.981. SH 119B starts at milepost 44.237 at US 36 and is known as the 
Diagonal Highway to Longmont, ending at milepost 59.088. SH 119C is from Longmont to Interstate(I)-25 near 
milepost 240, where it terminates.  

The highway is associated with the development of mining between Idaho Springs, Black Hawk, Nederland, and 
Boulder and with agriculture between Boulder and Longmont. It was built as a toll road between Boulder and the 
mountain mining camps to the west in 1864, and was completed between Boulder and Nederland in 1871. It is also 
associated with the history of automobile tourism in Boulder Canyon, a popular location for recreation. For a detailed 
chronology of the section between Boulder and Nederland, please refer to 5BL.622.3. 

In 1915, the State Highway Commission added State Primary Road 54, linking Lafayette, Boulder, Nederland, 
Rollinsville, Central City, Black Hawk, and Idaho Springs to its primary system of roads. Boulder County and the 
Highway Commission constructed improvements to this part of the road from 1915-1917 and used convict labor from 
the State Penitentiary, setting up camps near the highway. By 1919, the railroad line between Boulder and Sunset via 
Four Mile Canyon through the lower part of Boulder Canyon had been abandoned, as had many of the original 
mining roads, because the mines had closed. It was renumbered SH 119 in 1923. Between 1937 and 1938, the 
segment of the road between Idaho Springs and Black Hawk through Virginia Canyon became a county road, and the 
highway moved a few miles to the east to meet US 6, traveling instead up an easier stretch of road through North 
Clear Creek Canyon, reaching Black Hawk before Central City. In 1998, the triangle intersection between US 6 and 
SH 119 was redesigned and a short portion of the road was abandoned, including Tunnel #4 on the west spur of 119. 
In 1939, the road was extended from Boulder to Longmont, incorporating a local road that had already been 
established as a farm-to-market road within the state highway system.  The road followed section and quarter section 
lines in a stair step pattern to connect the larger towns with the smaller town of Niwot. Longmont was a center for 
agriculture with a sugar beet refinery operated by Great Western and the Kuner Empson Cannery, both of which 
utilized the highway. The stair step alignment was abandoned when this part of the highway was straightened by 
1960, and the highway was extended to I-25 east of Longmont in 1963. The route between Boulder and Longmont 
became an expressway to I-25 in 1975. 

The Colorado Highway Department constructed another major upgrade to SH 119A (the mountain portion) between 
1946 and 1953. This work demolished a number of older structures and sections of the original highway throughout 
the canyon, and required moving the channel of the creek in many locations. The footprint of the new road was 26' 
from shoulder to shoulder. The road was upgraded to improve its use for recreational purposes only, which allowed 
the roadway widths and speed limits to be lower than other state highways. The 1953 upgrades included the 
construction of new concrete rigid frame and concrete arched deck girder bridges over Boulder Creek. These were 
the earliest concrete arched deck girders built in Colorado, though this structural type was heavily used during the 
1950s-1970s interstate bridge construction. The bridges are relatively short (less than 115 feet in length), and 
featured concrete abutments, wingwalls, and spill-through piers with steel baluster guardrails. The project also 
included two tunnels built of native red gneiss. One bypassed a tight turn near the Boulder Hydroelectric Facility 
about four miles west of Boulder, and another was located on the west leg of the T-intersection between US 6 and 
SH 119. This tunnel and the roadway were abandoned on the west side of the intersection when the connection 
between the two highways was redesigned in 1998.

The historic themes for Boulder County include coal and mineral mining, agriculture and ranching.  Gold was first 
discovered in the mountains west of Boulder in 1859.  Coal mining began in the 1860s and lasted until the mid 1930s.  
Gold and coal mining industries relied extensively on railroads to transport materials to and from the mines.  
However, wagon, and later, automobile roads, also provided transportation of the workers and materials to the mining 
fields and to the towns where the workers lived. Shortly after the arrival of prospectors, settlers established farms and 
ranches, organized and built irrigation systems, founded communities, and organized communal agricultural 
societies.  These ranches and agricultural communities helped supply the mining communities of the gold and coal 
industry and continued to provide important agricultural industries and economies for the region (Wolfenbarger 2008: 
E-1). In addition to mining and agriculture, tourism is also a historic theme. With the decline of mining and the rise of 
the late 19th century tourist travel, many former mining towns relied on tourism for their livelihood.  By the 1920s the 
growth of automobile tourism was an important contribution to the economy in these communities.  The improvement 
of roads for the purpose of tourism was successful in attracting new visitors to the region and provided a new industry 
for the towns that otherwise would have disappeared (Abele 1998: E-7). 
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 119

Research indicates that part of this route was initially constructed to provide access to mining camps between 
Boulder and Idaho Springs and that it was one of the original highways of the state system. The mountain section 
evolved into a automobile tourism route, and a forest highway designed in cooperation with the U.S. Forest Service 
and the Bureau of Public Roads. The portion between Boulder and Longmont was added to the state highway 
network in 1939, but it had been a local farm to market road for many years. 

In summary, research indicates this route has a number of historic associations. These include: 
- Wagon transportation to and from mines between Boulder, Nederland, and Black Hawk, in the 1860s
- Automobile tourism in Boulder, Gilpin counties
- Agriculture in Boulder County

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 119

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 119

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 119 is classified as an Aesthetic Route between Boulder, Nederland, and Black Hawk, and an Engineered 
Route between Boulder, Longmont, and I-25 under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A
SH 119 provided transportation to and from the mountain mining camps between Boulder and Idaho Springs, as 
well as ranches and farms east of Boulder. The two distinct parts of SH 119 (east and west of Boulder) have 
different histories, but both are significant at the local level under Criterion A in the area of Transportation. The 
portion between Idaho Springs and Boulder provided access to mines and early mining in Clear Creek, Gilpin, and 
Boulder counties and became a popular automobile tourism route in the late 1920s. The segment east of Boulder 
became a state highway by 1939. Prior to that date and until 1960 when the highway was realigned, the road was a 
farm-to-market route that transported products between Longmont and Boulder. In summary, under Criterion A, this 
highway possesses significance under Criterion A in the area of Transportation, Industry, and 
Entertainment/Recreation at the local level.  

Criterion B
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.  

Criterion C
In 1953, SH 119A between Black Hawk and Boulder was improved as a forest highway according to forest 
standards for recreational highways. Upgrades were made to straighten curves, reduce steep grades, and provide 
access to numerous trailheads and picnic areas in the Roosevelt National Forest with pull-offs and scenic 
viewpoints. As a forest highway, the route could have narrower lanes, lower travel speeds, and did not have to 
meet certain engineering standards. Distinctive characteristics that convey this significance as a 1953 highway are 
some of the first concrete arched deck girder bridges built in the state, rubble masonry blocks for guardrails, and 
two tunnels constructed of native red gneiss (one is on an abandoned segment of the highway near the junction of 
US 6; the other bypassed a tight turn four miles west of Boulder). As such, SH 119A west of Boulder represents a 
1953 forest highway designed as an aesthetic route, and is significant under Criterion C in the area of Engineering.  
More work needs to be done on SH119B and SH119C to determine whether Criterion C applies to these segments, 
however the realignment of SH119C into the Diagonal Highway abandoned the historic stair-step configuration of 
the older highway.  

Criterion D 
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, SH 119 is unlikely to yield important information that 
cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess significance 

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 119

under Criterion D.
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 119

119.jpg
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 120

Highway Location:

Counties: Fremont
Length (Miles): 7.114

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

No Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms for previously recorded segments of this highway were identified in 
Compass. 

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

120A From SH 115-A east of Florence east via Portland To SH 50-A west of the Fremont/Pueblo 
County Line

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 120

Historical Data:

SH 120 is approximately seven miles long and extends east from SH 115 in Florence to U.S. Highway (US) 50 near 
Penrose and the Fremont/Pueblo County line in south-central Colorado.  The earliest transportation corridors in 
South-Central Colorado were wagon roads that often followed trails established by Native Americans.  The area west 
of Pueblo was settled in the mid-nineteenth century.  Small farms, ranches, and towns were established in the area 
and served as supply centers for those traveling along stagecoach routes through the area from Colorado Springs 
and Pueblo and to provide access to area mining activities. Residents and those engaged in mining activities further 
into the mountains also frequented the small towns.  Canon City was organized in 1860 at which time a series of 
mining activities were underway in the area including coal, iron, gypsum, marble, and granite.  The settlement that 
eventually developed into Penrose was established in the 1860s as a stop along a stagecoach route with a restaurant 
and hotel.  By the 1870s the area was served by railroads and the first territorial prison was established in Canon 
City, which eventually became the Colorado State Prison.  Early railroads that operated near Florence hauled coal 
from Rockvale and Coal Creek.  Coal fields were also located near Canon City and together with the discovery of oil 
in the early 1880s, industrial development spurred further growth and settlement in the area.  The town of Florence 
incorporated in 1887 and by 1890, had 50 oil wells, 60 new homes, and numerous businesses.  (Johns 2014; Canon 
City Chamber of Commerce 2015; Florence Chamber of Commerce 2015) 

The popularity of the automobile increased dramatically throughout the state between 1910 and 1920.  The Good 
Roads Movement and establishment of the Colorado Highway Commission in the first decades of the twentieth 
century led to the establishment of a highway network throughout the region and state.  Smaller communities 
increasingly saw the benefits of highway access, which led to further highway construction along less traveled routes 
and alignments in the 1920s and 1930s.  The route that eventually developed into US 50 was historically the major 
east-west transportation corridor through south-central Colorado.  The other large and important transportation 
corridor  in the region was comprised of several state highways, most notably SH 115, a prominent north-south route, 
that along with smaller state highways and local connector roads that together formed the regional transportation 
network.  (Carter and Mehls 1984: 138-141)  

Historic state highway maps indicate that SH 120 was designated by 1929 and extended east from Cañon City to a 
road that corresponds to present-day SH 115.  By 1931 the highway extended past the intersection with SH 115 and 
connected to Penrose.  By 1950, US 50 was rerouted to bypass Florence and SH 120 was shifted to the old 
alignment of US 50 from SH 115 eastward.  Subsequent realignments in the 1950s at the east end resulted in the 
current alignment. 

State highways, farm-to-market roads, and small local connector roads like SH 120 typically served to link remote 
areas and smaller towns with major regional transportation corridors.  Research and review of historic mapping does 
not indicate that this highway provided important nor direct access to destinations related to important historic themes 
such as industry, agriculture, or commerce.  SH 120 was one of several connector roads that comprised the regional 
transportation network within the region. 
      
(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 120

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 120

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 120 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A
Research did not indicate that this highway is an example of an early or prominent project by the Colorado Highway 
Department (CHD) or was built or improved as part of a federal relief project.  SH 120 served as a short local 
connector road in the area for other state roads, county roads, local and regional destinations, and more prominent 
transportation corridors like US 50 and SH 115.  The highway did not function as a main transportation route for 
providing direct connectivity as a farm-to-market road between an important agricultural region and its market nor 
did it play an important role in facilitating the transport of industrial products.  As such, it does not possess 
significance under Criterion A. 

Criterion B
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.

Criterion C
This highway is not considered to be an early or prominent project of the CHD.  Research and literature review 
yielded no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering design or construction techniques 
that serve to distinguish this highway from other roads and does not appear to exhibit important engineering 
innovations or important later modifications.  The highway’s design and construction appear to fall within the 
established standard practices of state highway design and construction of the time and the highway does not 
possess significance under Criterion C.  
   
Criterion D
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 120

120.jpg
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 121

Highway Location:

Counties: Broomfield, Denver, Jefferson
Length (Miles): 30.442

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

The forms that were available on Compass were those for the Old Town Arvada Historic District (5JF.1278) and the 
Stocke Walter Historic District (5JF.1943). Prior to 1957, Wadsworth Boulevard/SH 121 ran through what is now the 
Old Town Arvada district, but after 1957 the bypass skirted downtown Arvada, or what is now the district. No historic 
districts directly border SH 121 or incorporate what is currently SH 121. Other forms were not available on Compass 
and cannot be interpreted to have bearing on the significance of SH 121.

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

121A From SH 121-B and SH 470-A north along Wadsworth Blvd To SH 287-C in Broomfield

121B From the Martin Marietta Plant Entrance in Kassler North To SH 121-A and SH 470-A south of 
Denver

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

5JF.4508.1 Officially needs data>Field 
eligible

2008>04/11/2008 WADSWORTH BOULEVARD 
(SEGMENT)

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

5JF.1030 Schnell Farm Listed on National Register

5JF.1278 Arvada Downtown Olde Town Arvada Listed on National Register

5JF.1943 Stocke Walter Addition Listed on National Register

5JF.4512 Lakewood School Historic District 106 - Officially eligible

5JF.4685 Green Acres Historic District 106 - Officially eligible
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 121

Historical Data:

SH 121 is 30.83 miles long and runs from the Martin Marietta plant at Kassler north to U.S. Highway (US) 287 in 
Broomfield, just north of the Boulder Turnpike exchange. The highway is also known as South Wadsworth Boulevard, 
Wadsworth Boulevard, the Wadsworth Bypass, and Wadsworth Parkway, names that encapsulate the route’s history 
of growth and change. 

As an original 1920s highway, the route ran from US 287 south to Hampden Avenue. Connecting the farm towns of 
Broomfield and Arvada, the road can be seen on earlier maps of Colorado as an undesignated highway (Clason, 
1916). As the street became increasingly laden with traffic in the 1920s, Wadsworth became one of the primary 
traffic arteries running through the growing town of Arvada, which was a gateway to mountain recreation for the city 
dwellers in Denver. In the post-World War II years, as suburban development and automobile traffic in the west metro 
area increased, it was necessary to bypass downtown Arvada, and the Wadsworth Bypass was constructed in 1958 
between 65th Avenue on the north and 52nd Avenue on the north, leaving the original portion of the route to serve 
downtown Arvada with the quaint moniker “Olde Wadsworth Boulevard.” Another departure from the route of the 
original road was Wadsworth Parkway, which comprises at the north five-mile-long segment of SH 121, Constructed 
in about 1969, this bypass veers west from the original Wadsworth Boulevard at 92nd Avenue in Westminster, and 
connects to US 287 at a point about ¾ mile west of the original Wadsworth. 

In the southwest metro area, SH 121 has been expanded and rerouted to meet the needs of industry and residential 
development as recently as 25 years ago. Postwar suburbanization in the southwest metro area increased the need 
for better north-south traffic arteries, and in 1965 and 1966 the highway was extended south of Hampden to Ken 
Caryl Avenue and then to Deer Creek Canyon Road, following Carr Street. In 1970, however, the Wadsworth 
Parkway expressway bypass was completed, and State Highway 121 was once again continuous with some 
permutation of Wadsworth (Salek), connecting with SH 75 south of Ken Caryl Road near Chatfield Reservoir. 

Following the construction of C-470, the portion of SH 75 that reached Kassler was renumbered as SH 121, 
extending the highway continuously to the entrance of the Martin Marietta plant at Kassler (Salek). This took place in 
1991, and was the most recent evolutionary step in the history of SH 121. 

A review of sources did not reveal that this route represents important road engineering achievements, an important 
road type or subtype identified in the MPS, or that it served to provide an important connections to markets.

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 121

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 121

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 121 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A 
Although in its early years SH 121 served to connect the rural area north of Arvada with the town’s commercial 
center, the bypass constructed in 1958 changed the route of the highway from its historic course and SH 121 no 
longer runs through or connects with the historic area of the city of Arvada, nor does it directly border the historic 
districts (5JF.1278 and 5JF.1943). In addition, the northern part of the highway was diverted from Wadworth in 
1969, and no longer follows the route related to its history as a 1920s highway. The portion of the road that does 
still follow its historic farm-to-market route no longer reaches either of its market connections, and as such cannot 
be said to be a farm-to-market route. Therefore, although it once did, it no longer has a direct association with a 
historical theme important in Colorado history, nor does it represent an early or prominent road construction project 
of the Colorado Highway Department (CHD). It also cannot be said to derive significance from any of the 
connections it provides subsequent to highway improvements, such as re-routing or bypasses.  As such, the 
highway does not possess significance under Criterion A.   

Criterion B 
Research did not reveal State Highway 121 to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important 
in history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure 
construction of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this 
highway does not possess significance under Criterion B.  

Criterion C 
As a representative example, a state highway that exhibits physical features indicative of an important type or 
subtype identified in the MPS reflecting its original design or an important variation may possess significance.   A 
state highway may also possess significance for particularly important engineering achievements.  

State Highway 121 is not considered to be an early or prominent project of the CHD.  Research and literature 
review yielded no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering design or construction 
techniques that serve to distinguish this highway from other roads and does not appear to exhibit important 
engineering innovations or important later modifications.  The highway’s design and construction appear to fall 
within the established standard practices of state highway design and construction of the time and the highway 
does not possess significance under Criterion C. 

Criterion D 
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 121
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 125

Highway Location:

Counties: Jackson, Grand
Length (Miles): 75.234

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

Two Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms for previously recorded segments of this highway were identified in 
Compass.  Neither site form was available for review.       

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

125A From SH 40-A west of Granby north via Walden To the Wyoming State Line

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

5GA.1709.1 Officially needs data>Field 
needs data

09/02/1992>07/28/1992 UNNAMED ROAD

5GA.1709.2 Officially needs data>Field 
needs data

09/02/1992>07/28/1992 UNNAMED ROAD

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 125

Historical Data:

SH 125 is approximately 75 miles long and located in the north central part of the state.  The highway currently 
extends south from the Wyoming border through Cowdrey, Walden, and Rand to the junction with U.S. Highway (US) 
40 near Granby through mountain meadows, sagebrush-covered foothills, and mountainous areas that comprise an 
area known as North Park.  

Native American Tribes frequented this part of the state prior to the mid-nineteenth century, including the Ute and 
Arapahoe, who hunted and lived in North Park during the summers and established trails for traveling through the 
area.  The earliest non-native people in this area were primarily fur trappers and explorers.  Ranching developed into 
a prominent activity within the intermountain areas of North Park and included activities like the raising of cattle and 
sheep as well as hay production.  Another wave of settlement occurred during the Colorado Gold Rush in the late 
1850s and 1860s as miners, prospectors, and settlers entered the area in search of fortune.  The mining of coal, 
copper, silver, gold, and fluorspar helped spur increased development throughout much of the nineteenth century.  
(North Park Pioneer Museum) 

By the 1890s the town of Walden served as a central supply and trade center for the vast area known as North Park 
and was connected to a railroad by 1911.  In 1925 the Continental Oil Company drilled the discovery well in the North 
McCallum Oil Field and a 1941 guidebook mentions Brownlee Loading Station, located along SH 125 between 
Cowdrey and Walden, as a shipping point for products of the North McCallum Oil Field.  This coincides with the 
development of oil production elsewhere throughout Colorado during the 1920s including in Larimer County 
(1923-25), Moffett County (1924, 1927), Route County (1924), and Fremont County (1926), and constitutes an 
important industrial theme in state history.  Colorado oil production surpassed two million barrels per year between 
1926 and 1929 due in part to the application of new technologies to locate potential sources, including magnet 
surveys, electrical impulses, radio waves, and shock transmissions.  The North McCallum Oil Field was used 
periodically between 1926 and 1943 for experimentation purposes and to provide fuel for other drilling operations in 
the area. (North Park Pioneer Museum 2013; Carpen 2010: 109) 

Historically, state highway maps indicate the road that became SH 125 was in place by 1916 for the majority of the 
route.  SH 125 provided access to the North McCallum Oil Field and also enabled transportation of oil products to 
larger commercial centers from this remote region.  The northernmost portion of SH 125 was originally part of SH 127 
prior to its designation as SH 125 in 1946.  SH 125 was paved between Cowdrey and Rand by 1946 and the entire 
route was paved by the mid-1950s.  SH 125 facilitated the transportation of oil products from the North McCallum Oil 
Field and provided direct access to markets and urban centers from this remote region of the state.  (Colorado State 
Planning Commission 1941: 388; Colorado Oil and Gas Association 2012; Carpen 1957: 109) 
                                          
(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 125

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 125

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 125 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A
Research did not indicate that this highway is an example of an early or prominent project by the Colorado Highway 
Department (CHD) or was built or improved as part of a Depression-era federal work relief project.  SH 125 is 
located along a route used to provide access to early oil exploration and was used for transporting products from 
the North McCallum Oil Field beginning in 1926.  As such, it has a direct and important association with the 
statewide oil production that occurred during the 1920s and possesses significance under Criterion A in the area of 
Transportation and Industry at the state level for its role in transporting products from the North McCallum Oil Field 
during an important boom period in Colorado oil production.       

Criterion B
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.

Criterion C
This highway is not considered to be an early or prominent project by the CHD.  Research and literature review 
yielded no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering design or construction techniques 
that serve to distinguish this highway from other roads and does not appear to exhibit important engineering 
innovations or important later modifications.  The highway’s design and construction appear to fall within the 
established standard practices of state highway design and construction of the time and the highway does not 
possess significance under Criterion C.  
   
Criterion D
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 125
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 127

Highway Location:

Counties: Jackson
Length (Miles): 9.078

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

No Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms for previously recorded segments of this highway were identified in 
Compass.    

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

127A From SH 125-A north of Cowdrey northeast via Kings Canyon To to the Wyoming State Line

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

None No previously recorded 
segments are found on or 
adjacent to this highway

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 127

Historical Data:

SH 127 is approximately nine miles long and located in the north central part of the state.  The highway currently 
extends south from the Wyoming border to the junction with SH 125 through mountain meadows and sagebrush-
covered foothills in an area known as North Park.  

Native Americans frequented this part of the state prior to the mid-nineteenth century, including the Ute and 
Arapahoe, who hunted and lived in North Park during the summers and established trails for traveling through the 
area.  The earliest non-native people in this area were primarily fur trappers and explorers.  Ranching developed into 
a prominent activity within the intermountain areas of North Park and included activities like the raising of cattle and 
sheep as well as hay production.  Another wave of settlement occurred during the Colorado Gold Rush in the late 
1850s and 1860s as miners, prospectors, and settlers entered the area in search of fortune.  The mining of coal, 
copper, silver, gold, and fluorspar helped spur increased development throughout much of the nineteenth century.  
By the 1890s the town of Walden was established as a central supply and trade center for the vast area known as 
North Park and was connected to a railroad by 1911. Oil production is an important industrial theme in state history 
and oil production in this part of the state began in 1925 with the drilling of the North McCallum Oil Field; however, 
this highway did not provide direct access to these activities but served as a link to other more prominent routes that 
were associated with mining such as SH 125.  (North Park Pioneer Museum 2013; Carpen 1957: 109) 

Historically, state highway maps indicate the road that became SH 127 was in place by 1924 and extended south 
along its present alignment before turning north and returning to the Wyoming border forming a half-circle route.  By 
1946 the western portion of SH 127 was renumbered as part of SH 125.  The highway was paved by 1954.  State 
highways, farm-to-market roads, and small local regional connector roads like SH 127 typically served to link more 
remote areas with more prominent regional transportation corridors, towns, and cities.  Research and review of 
historic mapping indicates that this highway had no important association to historic themes within the state and 
region and did it provide direct access to destinations associated with historically important themes.  Within the 
context of the region, SH 127 served as a minor connector road and functioned as one of many highways that 
comprised the local and regional transportation network.      
                                                                                                                                                                                                 
(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 127

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 127

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 127 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A
Research did not indicate that this highway is an example of an early or prominent project by the Colorado Highway 
Department (CHD) or was built or improved as part of a Depression-era federal work relief project.  SH 127 is 
located in a mountainous region of the state and serves as a connector road for travel in this remote part of the 
state via other prominent highways and transportation corridors.  As such, it did not serve an important role in 
mining activities or facilitating the production and transportation of oil in a direct and important way.  SH 127 did not 
serve as an important farm-to-market road as the highway does not extend through a prominent agricultural area 
within the state and did not function as a main transportation route for providing direct connectivity between an 
important agricultural region and its market.  As such, SH 127 does not possess significance under Criterion A.  

Criterion B
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.

Criterion C
This highway is not considered to be an early or prominent project of the CHD.  Research and literature review 
yielded no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering design or construction techniques 
that serve to distinguish this highway from other roads and does not appear to exhibit important engineering 
innovations or important later modifications.  The highway’s design and construction appear to fall within the 
established standard practices of state highway design and construction of the time and the highway does not 
possess significance under Criterion C.  
   
Criterion D
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 127
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 128

Highway Location:

Counties: Boulder, Jefferson, Broomfield, Adams
Length (Miles): 10.631

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

No Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms for previously recorded segments of this highway were identified in 
Compass. 

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

128A From SH 93-A south of Boulder east To SH 121-A in Broomfield

128B From SH 287-C Cozy Corner east of Broomfield East along 120th Ave To the East Side Ramps 
at I-25 in Thornton

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

5BF.50 Field needs data 2/5/1999 DENVER/BOULDER TURNPIKE, U.S. 
HIGHWAY 36 BETWEEN DENVER AND 
BOULDER

5BF.50.1 Officially not 
eligible>Officially not 
eligible>Field not 
eligible>Field not eligible

10/17/2006>02/18/2003>
8/2004>12/23/2002

DENVER-BOULDER TURNPIKE, U.S. 
HIGHWAY 36

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 128

Historical Data:

The current alignment of SH 128 extends from the junction of SH 93 south of Boulder and travels east to the junction 
of SH 121 in Broomfield. In Broomfield, the highway becomes discontinuous and begins again at SH 287 and Federal 
Avenue and travels east along 120th Avenue to the junction of Interstate(I)-25 in Northglenn.  Together, the entire 
route extends 10.631 miles in length.

An eastern segment of SH 128 existed on early travel and state maps in the early 1920s.  It originally extended from 
the eastern side of Broomfield from 120th Avenue and Federal Avenue east to SH 185 (Washington Street) (Salek).  
By 1965 maps show the eastern segment ending at the junction of I-25 and not extending any farther east.  The 
extension west of SH 128 to SH 93 from its connection with SH 121 south of Broomfield and the U.S. Highway (US) 
US 36 interchange occurred sometime between 1956 and 1965 (Salek; USGS maps 1965, 1956). The final 
connection west to SH 93 occurred by 1966 (Project S 0022(2)).  From 1939 to 1949, maps show a small segment 
east near Henderson, along the current alignment of SH 22 (See form for SH 22 for more information).  SH 128 was 
realigned on the western segment near the Jefferson County airport in 1986 and again in 2012 (Projects 
CC-11-0128-02 and FAA(CC) 1281-03). Other improvements included a new intersection at Federal Blvd in 1966 
(Project S00 68 (1) and recently in 2007 at I-25 and SH 128 (120th Ave) (Project IM-0253-173). 

The historic themes for this area of Boulder County include coal and mineral mining, agriculture and ranching. The 
town of Boulder served as a supply town for the gold mining communities in the mountains west of Boulder. Shortly 
after the arrival of prospectors, settlers established farms and ranches, organized and built irrigation systems, 
founded farming communities, and organized communal agricultural societies.  These ranches and agricultural 
communities helped supply the mining communities of the gold and coal industry and later, continued to provide 
important agricultural industries and economies for the region (Wolfenbarger, 2008: E-1). 

The eastern segment of SH 128 traverses agricultural lands and the community of Broomfield.  In the late 1890s, 
Brewer Adolph Zang owned the lands around 120th and Wadsworth Boulevard to grow crops for his brewery.  By the 
mid 1950s, with the construction of the Denver-Boulder Turnpike (US 36) the area changed from agricultural farms to 
suburban development.  In 1955, the Turnpike Land Company developed the former Zang property and planned a 
model community which became the City of Broomfield (City of Broomfield; Noel 2009: 332-333).
   
Although SH 128 was constructed as a transportation link between farming communities in the area, it was one of 
many rural roads in the region and did not provide connections to regional markets to function as an important farm-
to-market route.  SH 128 was a secondary road, connecting to more important and and heavily used roads such as 
SH 121 and US 287.  A review of sources did not reveal that SH 128 represents important road engineering 
achievements, or that it is otherwise an important road type or subtype identified in the MPS.

By the mid 1950s, another industry in the area was the Rocky Flats Plant.  The Rocky Flats Plant was first built in 
1951 and was in operation from 1952 to 1989.   Rocky Flats was part of the nationwide nuclear weapons 
manufacturing complex during the Cold War.  Rocky Flats workers commuted to the plant via SH 93  Until 1964, SH 
93 was the only access point for workers until an eastern gate was opened via SH 128 and Indiana Street.  SH 128 
provided a transportation link from the community of Broomfield to SH 93.  Research indicates that SH 128 provided 
a secondary link to the Rocky Flats Plant and was not a primary access road for workers to the plant.

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 128

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 128

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 128 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A 
As an Engineered Route, SH 128 does not possess significance under Criterion A. The road provided access to 
the Cold War nuclear facility Rocky Flats twelve years after the plant opened. Because it isn’t associated with the 
original development of the plant, this indicates it was a secondary access road and not the primary connector for 
workers and materials at the plant. Research failed to show that this highway represents an early or prominent road 
construction project of the Colorado Highway Department (CHD), or the connections it provides from any 
subsequent highway improvements. As such, the highway does not possess significance under Criterion A.   

Criterion B 
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.  

Criterion C 
As a representative example, a state highway that exhibits physical features indicative of an important type or 
subtype identified in the MPS reflecting its original design or important variation may possess significance.   A state 
highway may also possess significance for particularly important engineering achievements.  

This highway is not considered to be an early or prominent project of the CHD.  Research and literature review 
yielded no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering design or construction techniques 
that serve to distinguish this highway from other roads and does not appear to exhibit important engineering 
innovations or important later modifications. The highway’s design and construction appear to fall within the 
established standard practices of state highway design and construction of the time and the highway does not 
possess significance under Criterion C.  

Criterion D 
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered. The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented. As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records. Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 128
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 131

Highway Location:

Counties: Routt, Eagle
Length (Miles): 68.75

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

Of the Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms for previously recorded segments of this highway listed above, 
5EA.186.1-.7 discuss the Wolcott to Steamboat Springs Stage Road that ran from 1886 to 1908 in the area of the 
current highway.  The Stage Road is recommended eligible for the National Register of Historic places (National 
Register), however all the segments recorded above were determined non-supporting of the overall linear resource.  
5EA.2587.3 and 5EA.3004 were not available for review. 5EA.2587.3 discusses a segment of U.S. Highway (US) 6 at 
Wolcott and was determined supporting of the entire linear resource of US 6.  5EA.3004 is a site form for 131A 
between US 6 and Interstate(I)-70 near Wolcott. The resource was determined officially not eligible for the National 
Register in 2013. 

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

131A From I 70A at Mile Point 156 North To SH 6E East of Wolcott

131B From SH 6-E in Wolcott North via State Bridge, Toponas, and Oak Creek To SH 40-A South of 
Steamboat Springs

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

5EA.186.1 Officially not eligible>Field 
eligible

07/22/1994>07/13/1994 WOLCOTT TO STEAMBOAT SPRINGS 
STAGE ROAD

5EA.186.2 Officially not eligible>Field 
not eligible>Field eligible

09/20/2001>08/08/2001>
06/30/1977

STATE BRIDGE TO WOLCOTT STAGE 
ROAD

5EA.186.3 Officially not eligible>Field 
not eligible

09/30/2002>07/24/2002 WOLCOTT TO STEAMBOAT SPRINGS 
STAGE ROAD - SEGMENT

5EA.186.4 Officially not 
eligible>Officially not 
eligible>Field not 
eligible>Field not eligible

10/24/2008>09/30/2002>
08/04/2008>07/24/2002

STATE BRIDGE TO WOLCOTT ROAD

5EA.186.5 Officially not 
eligible>Officially not 
eligible>Field not 
eligible>Field not eligible

10/24/2008>09/30/2002>
08/04/2008>07/24/2002

STATE BRIDGE TO WOLCOTT ROAD - 
SEGMENT

5EA.186.6 Officially not 
eligible>Officially not 
eligible>Field not 
eligible>Field not eligible

10/24/2008>09/30/2002>
08/04/2008>07/24/2002

STATE BRIDGE TO WOLCOT ROAD - 
SEGMENT, WOLCOTT TO STEAMBOAT 
SPRINGS STAGE ROAD - SEGMENT

5EA.186.7 Officially not eligible>Field 
not eligible

09/30/2002>07/24/2002 WOLCOTT TO STEAMBOAT SPRINGS 
STAGE ROAD - SEGMENT

5EA.2587.3 Supports eligibility of entire 
linear resource>Field eligible

03/27/2013>08/01/2012 US HIGHWAY 6 - SEGMENT

5EA.3004 Officially not eligible>Field 
not eligible

03/27/2013>01/17/2013 STATE HIGHWAY 131A; SPUR ROAD 
BETWEEN US 6 AND INTERSTATE 70

5RT.721.1 Field not eligible 10/19/1990 WHETSTONE ROAD, SEGMENT

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 131

Historical Data:

SH 131 A is a small, .32 mile spur between US 6 and I-70 just outside of Wolcott.  SH 131B  begins at the junction of 
I-70 at Wolcott and travels north via State Bridge, Toponas, Oak Creek to US 40 south of Steamboat Springs.  The 
entire length is 68.75 miles. 

Although a wagon route existed in the area of the present highway, SH 131 was built beginning in the late 1910s. The 
segment from Wolcott to State Bridge was designated as State Primary Route 39, and the segment from State Bridge 
to Toponas to Steamboat was part of Primary Route 40 on the 1916 state highway maps.  By 1924, the segment 
from Wolcott to State Bridge was designated SH 11 until 1954 when it was eliminated from the state highway system.  
The segment from State Bridge to Steamboat was designated SH 131 by 1924.  The entire route included State 
Bridge to Wolcott by 1954. During the late 1930s and through the mid 1950s, the route was improved and widened.  
In 1934 and 1935 the highway department employed Works Progress Administration (WPA) workers to rebuild the 
route through Oak Creek’s main street to Phippsburg and then the final 16 miles north to Steamboat Springs. (U.S. 
Works Program Highway Project Number, WPSS No 388-C, 388-C and 388-D; USPW NRS 388 (1935)).  The entire 
route was paved by 1970.  

The westernmost third of Colorado is dominated by the Colorado Plateau, which stretches from western Colorado 
into eastern Utah, northern Arizona, and northwestern New Mexico. The Colorado Plateau is a high desert with 
scattered forests and mesas (or tablelands), including the forested Flat Tops and Grand Mesa, the desert buttes of 
the Bookcliffs and Roan Plateau, and the juniper studded canyons and red sandstone formations that include 
Colorado National Monument. The region is also characterized by broad swaths of federally-owned land managed by 
the Bureau of Land Management and the US Forest Service (Routt National Forest, Flat Tops Wilderness, and Grand 
Mesa National Forest), with lesser amounts belonging to the National Park Service (Colorado National Monument 
and Dinosaur National Monument). 

Before the establishment of Colorado Territory in 1861, this area was part of Utah Territory (1854), reinforcing the 
physical connection between western Colorado and eastern Utah. Similarly, the land in the northwestern part of 
Colorado resembles southwestern Wyoming and there are strong economic and social connections as ranchers from 
southern Wyoming often owned land in northern Colorado, and vice versa. The Colorado River and its major 
tributaries, including the Colorado (Grand), Uncompahgre, and Gunnison are the major sources of water. Up north, 
the Yampa and White rivers feed into the Green River before it joins the Colorado in Utah and are the lifelines of the 
region. As with other parts of the arid state, the rivers dictated the location of settlements, railroads, agriculture, and 
the state’s roads. 

After the Utes were removed in 1880 to reservations in Utah (leaving only two small Ute reservations in the extreme 
southwest corner of Colorado), the railroads quickly mobilized to provide transportation and economic opportunity for 
farmers, ranchers, and other businesses. The Denver & Rio Grande Railroad built the first lines into the San Juan, 
Gunnison, and Colorado (Grand) River valleys between 1881 to 1883 and helped develop the towns of Grand 
Junction, Montrose, and Delta, among others. The railroad to Steamboat Springs and Craig was slower to develop, 
however, given the isolation of the area and issues with winter travel. David Moffat’s Denver, Northwestern & Pacific 
Railroad entered Steamboat in 1909. After Moffat’s death in 1911, the railroad was bought by the Denver and Salt 
Lake, and it continued to its termination point to Craig in 1913. The railroad stimulated the development of coal 
mining in the Yampa River Valley which required a reliable source of freight transportation. 

Agriculture in the Grand and Gunnison river valleys started with experimentation on the best crops suited for the 
environment. Farmers in the early 1880s discovered the river valleys ideal for fruit growing due to the lower 
elevations, long growing seasons, and potential for large irrigation systems such as the Grand Valley Canal on the 
north side of the Colorado in the 1890s.  The fruit growing region stretched from Fruita, Grand Junction, and Palisade 
along the Colorado River to Delta, Hotchkiss, and Paonia on the North Fork of the Gunnison. Peaches thrived near 
Palisade, while apples and pears did well near Cedaredge and areas of Hotchkiss and Paonia.  Farmers also had 
success with sugar beets, corn, wheat, barley, millets, and potatoes (Wyckoff, 1999: 227-231). Settlements clustered 
near river bottoms at Parachute, Rifle, Meeker, Steamboat Springs, and Craig, where large ranches grazed cattle 
and sheep on higher benches above the river bottoms, much of it leased from the federal government for grazing. 
Brown’s Hole, in the far northwest corner of the state, shared borders with Utah and Wyoming and was known as a 
good winter range for large cattle herds from Wyoming (Wyckoff 1999: 244). 

In northwest Colorado, energy-related resources such as coal, oil shale, oil, and natural gas have been important to 
the economy of the region since the late 1880s although the industry was slow to develop along the Yampa until 
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 131

railroad lines provided transportation after 1909. Coal deposits are located in the Yampa Valley west and south of 
Steamboat Springs, the Danforth Hills northwest of Meeker, and the Grand Hogback (near New Castle) north of 
Glenwood Springs. Oil and gas are found near Rangely and Craig, and oil shale has been a boom and bust 
commodity in the Pieance Basin, northeast of Grand Junction, since the turn of the twentieth century. While trains are 
still used to haul coal through the area, trucks became increasingly more important to the industry after World War II 
and the improvement of the area’s highways.  

SH 131 connects the Yampa River Valley communities of Steamboat, Yampa, and Topanas to the larger 
transportation networks of US 40 and US 6 (now I-70).  The road crosses scrubby sagebrush ranching land, coal 
mining and river valleys.  Steamboat Springs was platted by James Crawford in 1884.  The Ute Indians had used the 
area for hunting and visited the natural mineral springs in the area.  The arrival of homesteaders in the 1870s brought 
cattle and hay ranches. Transportation networks relied heavily on stage and wagon roads until the arrival of the 
railroad. Cattle were driven either north to Rawlins, Wyoming or south to Wolcott to connect to the Denver and Rio 
Grande Railroad (Athearn 1982: 71).  After the arrival of the railroad in 1909, Steamboat Springs become a hub for 
shipping of agricultural, livestock and coal.  The height of the cattle industry in the area was between the late 1880s 
until the mid 1920s. Changes in the market and regulations such as the Taylor Grazing Act of 1934 resulted in the 
decline of the industry. Cattle were still driven to market since the railroad proved too difficult at times to cross over 
the high mountain passes until the building of the Moffat Tunnel in 1928, thus relying on automobiles for 
transportation (Athearn 1982: 94).  With the building of the Dotsero Cutoff in 1931, the railroad cut miles off the route, 
the railroad line to Steamboat became a branch service line and cattlemen and hay ranchers relied more frequently 
on the roads to transport their products.  Coal was first discovered in the area of Oak Creek in the 1870s, however, it 
wasn’t until 1909, when the railroad arrived, that the coal industry grew with better transportation to markets. Coal 
production continues in the area today. 

SH 131 provided an important connection for agriculture and coal mining, along with the railroad corridors between 
Steamboat Springs and Wolcott and US 24/US 6 (I-70) and US 40, and is associated with federal work relief 
programs during the 1930s.
  
(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 131

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 131

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 131 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS and has significance in the 
areas of Transportation and Politics/Government.

Criterion A
State Highway 131 is was an early project of the Colorado Highway Department (CHD), providing a transportation 
link between Wolcott and Steamboat Springs and later transportation corridors of US 24/6 and US 40.  After 
changes in the railroad networks in the mid 1930s, ranchers and coal producers relied heavily on SH 131 to 
transport their products along this route to shipping points and markets and provided access to larger 
transportation corridors.  As such, the route is considered significant under Criterion A in the area of Transportation 
at the local level. In addition, research revealed that portions of SH 131 were improved by using WPA funds and 
labor in 1934 and 1935.  Plans dating to 1935 confirm this association. Therefore, those portions of SH 131 with a 
direct association with Depression-era federal work relief projects are significant in the area of Politics/Government 
at the state level.  

Criterion B 
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.  

Criterion C  
Although State Highway 131 is considered to be an early project of the CHD, constructed as early as 1910, 
research and literature review yielded no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering design 
or construction techniques that serve to distinguish this highway from other roads and does not appear to exhibit 
important engineering innovations or important later modifications.  The highway’s design and construction appear 
to fall within the established standard practices of state highway design and construction of the time and the 
highway does not possess significance under Criterion C.  

Criterion D 
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 133

Highway Location:

Counties: Pitkin, Gunnison, Delta
Length (Miles): 70.97

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

No Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms for previously recorded segments of this highway were identified in 
Compass.

The highway is near the historic districts 5PT.451 (Redstone Coke Ovens) and 5PT.553 (Redstone Townsite and 
Redstone Castle). The Historic Resources of Redstone, Colorado and Vicinity, a Multiple Property Listing, also 
includes the associated historic context, “John C. Osgood and the Development of Transportation and Coal Mining in 
the Crystal River Valley, 1882-1903.” These sources were consulted to prepare the historic summary for this highway.

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

133A From SH 92-A in Hotchkiss northeast via Somerset, McClure Pass and Redstone To SH 82-A 
north of Carbondale

133B From Jct with SH 133-A northeast to Jct SH 133-A close To the Delta-Gunnison County Line

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

None No previously recorded 
segments are found on or 
adjacent to this highway

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

5PT.451 Listed on National Register

5PT.553 Listed on National Register
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 133

Historical Data:

This highway connects Carbondale with the small towns of Redstone, Somerset, Bowie and Hotchkiss, and is 
approximately 71 miles in length. It travels through the counties of Garfield, Pitkin, Gunnison, and Delta and is also 
part of the West Elk Loop Scenic and Historic Byway. A review of bridges along SH 133 showed the structures were 
built between 1949 and 1991. None are notable or eligible for the National Register of Historic Places. In 1991, the 
Colorado Department of Transportation built a highway bypass at Bowie between mileposts 12 and 16 and re-
classified the old highway through Bowie as SH 133B (Bowie Road on Google Earth). The old highway is on the 
north side of the railroad while the re-routed SH 133 A is south of the railroad and bypasses the active coal mine at 
Bowie. 

The primary historic theme for this region is coal mining due to the presence of productive coal and coking coal 
deposits on both sides of McClure Pass. On the west side are the coal mine towns of Bowie and Somerset, while on 
the east side, are the (now) closed mines of Coalbasin and Placita, west of Redstone. Other historic themes include 
the development of orchards and ranches on the west side of the highway in the communities of Paonia and 
Hotchkiss and large cattle ranching operations on the northern end of the highway at Carbondale. Settlement of this 
region began after 1880 when Euro-Americans forced the Northern Utes into Utah. The discovery of silver at Aspen 
and coal deposits in the North Fork and Crystal River valleys drove the settlement and development of the region. 

The mining of coal and coke (a product of coal with a high carbon content) are an important historic theme and this 
industry prominently contributed to the economy of communities along SH 133. In 1886, industrialist John C. Osgood 
and associates founded the Crystal River Toll Road Company to build roads through the region to support coal and 
coke mining. Osgood became president of Colorado Fuel & Iron (CF&I) in 1892. He founded Redstone as a model 
CF&I company town and a social experiment to provide improved living conditions for miners. The company built the 
beehive-shaped coke ovens on the west side of SH 133 in 1899 and Osgood constructed Cleveholm Manor a short 
distance upstream on the Crystal River now known as the Redstone Castle. 

The efficient transport of the coal required a railroad, but the mine owners struggled to construct a railroad in the 
Crystal River Valley. In 1893, the Elk Mountain Railway Company cleared, graded, and built masonry structures for a 
railroad line on the west side of the Crystal River between Redstone and Carbondale, but never laid tracks or ties 
along the route. SH 133 occupied the same alignment as this failed railroad when it was first constructed (Simmons 
and Whitacre 1989, p. E-4).  Osgood then formed the Crystal River Railroad in 1899 and built a line along the east 
bank of the Crystal River to connect the coal mines west of Redstone to railroad shipping center of Carbondale, 
where it  met the rails of the D&RGW and Colorado Midland.

CF&I suddenly closed the Coalbasin mine in 1909 due to economic conditions and the miners left Redstone 
(Simmons and Whitacre, 1989, p. E-3). The railroad continued to operate due to an extension to the Yule Quarry in 
Marble, Colorado. When the Yule Quarry closed in 1941, the railroad line was abandoned and scrapped by 1943, 
leaving SH 133 on the east side of McClure Pass as the primary transportation corridor. On the west side of McClure 
Pass, in 1902 the Denver & Rio Grande Railroad built the North Fork Branch to connect the freighting center of Delta 
with the communities of Hotchkiss, Paonia, and the active coal mines at Bowie and Somerset. Northeast of 
Somerset, the change in elevation presented by McClure Pass (elev. 8763 feet) on the Pitkin/Gunnison county line 
prevented the railroad from crossing the higher terrain. This rail line through the North Fork valley is still active 
(Denver & Rio Grande Western 2015). 

Mid-Continent Resources revived mining at Coalbasin in 1956 and used the coke ovens at Redstone until 1960 when 
a modern coke processing facility built in Pueblo processed all of the coke from Coalbasin. The company moved the 
coke on trucks on SH 133 between Redstone and Carbondale during these years. The manager of the mine 
described this section of the road as “primitive...winding, rocky, and extremely bumpy,” until the Department of 
Highways improved and paved the section in 1964. The presence of the coal trucks continued to be a source of 
controversy and safety for travelers on SH 133 between Carbondale and Redstone until a disastrous underground 
fire in 1990 eventually closed the mine in 1991 (Aspen Times 2012). While the coal mine at Bowie is still operating, 
the Elk Creek coal mine at Somerset closed in 2012 after an underground fire and hasn’t reopened since that time 
(Healy 2015). 

When the first federal aid system of highways in Colorado debuted in 1923, the southern part of SH 133 was part of 
No. 135 that included Crested Butte and Gunnison and connected to Somerset via Kebler Pass.  State highway maps 
that predate the 1923 federal aid system also show that SH 133 was one of the state’s earliest roads within this 
system, originally known as Highway 64. The 1935 state highway map removed McClure Pass from SH 133, and the 
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highway instead connected Redstone, Marble and Crested Butte over Schofield Pass. The same map showed SH 
135 connecting Crested Butte and the coal towns of Somerset, Bowie, and Paonia via Kebler Pass. In 1940 a change 
in the route occurred with SH 133 continuing south of Redstone through Placita (another CF&I coal mine town) and 
Marble but terminating at Crystal City. Another change occurred in the state highway map of 1947 which re-
established McClure Pass as the connection between Carbondale and SH 135 at Bardine, east of Somerset.  In 
1954, except for a few miles south of Carbondale, the Department of Highways downgraded SH 133 to the 
jurisdiction of the counties, along with the road between Crested Butte and Somerset via Kebler Pass. By 1958, the 
SH 133 designation extended further south from Carbondale to Redstone, still excluding McClure Pass. McClure 
Pass returned to the SH designation in 1963. The designation also brought much-needed improvements to the road, 
which was finally paved between Carbondale and Redstone. By 1968 the Department of Highways (DOH) realigned 
SH 133 to the north side of McCLure Pass, and finally paved the pass in 1978 (Salek). 

This route was an early state highway and provided direct access (along with railroads) to coal mining communities in 
the North Fork and Crystal River valleys and facilitated the development of the industry in this region. It helped open 
previously inaccessible areas of the state for settlement based on the economies of coal and coke mining, orchards, 
and cattle ranches from Carbondale to Hotchkiss. 

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 133

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 133

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 133 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS and has significance at the 
local level under the National Register themes of Transportation and Industry (coal and coke mining).
.
Criterion A
SH 133 is an example of an early or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (CHD) and provided a 
critical connection to larger markets for the coal mining communities of Redstone, Somerset, and Bowie. Under 
Criterion A the road possesses significance under the areas of Transportation and Industry at the local level. Under 
Transportation, the highway represents the efforts of the CHD to provide all-season transportation to the isolated 
mining and agricultural communities south of Carbondale and east of Delta. Under the theme of Industry, the 
highway is associated with the development of coal and coke mining on both sides of McClure Pass beginning in 
the 1890s which predates the road's state highway designation. The interest of industrialist John C. Osgood to 
provide a model community for his miners at Redstone also contributes to the historic significance of the highway. 

Criterion B  
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.  

Criterion C
The literature review and research conducted for SH 133 did not result in any direct association  under Criterion C 
in the area of Engineering as an engineering achievement at the local level.  However, further research should be 
done to determine if there are segments with road specifications designed and constructed to meet coal 
transportation demands, and if these segments are still able to convey that significance. The author did not find any 
defining characteristics to illustrate this significance during the preparation of this site form, but this possibility 
should be considered in the event more in-depth research is undertaken for specific segments, particularly between 
Redstone and Carbondale, and between Bowie and Somerset. 

Additionally, a highway might also be significant as a representative example under the theme of Transportation, 
but SH 133 is not known to be an important representative example of an engineered route. However, there might 
be structures between Carbondale and Redstone (i.e., masonry rubble retaining walls or culverts) that date from 
the attempt to construct the Elk Mountain Railway in the early 1890s. This potential should be considered when in-
depth research is undertaken for the segment between Carbondale and Redstone. 

Criterion D 
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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significance under Criterion D.
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 134

Highway Location:

Counties: Routt, Grand
Length (Miles): 26.927

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms  for previously recorded segments of this highway listed above are 
available in Compass. 5GA3188.1 discusses the Gore Range Wagon Road established in 1855 as a route to Soda 
Springs. Unfortunately the form did not identify with certainty that the route of SH 134 is part of the historic wagon 
route and the segment is listed as needs data.  5RT.707 (historic SH 134) was unavailable for review, however, the 
segment of the historic SH 134 was determined officially not eligible in 2004.

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

134A From SH 131-B at Toponas east via Gore Pass To SH 40-A northwest of Kremmling

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

5GA.3188.1 Officially needs data>No 
assessment given on form

04/12/2004>06/11/2003 HIGHWAY 134

5RT.707 Officially not eligible>Field 
not eligible>Field not eligible

04/12/2004>08/20/0003>
06/28/1990

HISTORIC HWY 134

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 134

Historical Data:

SH 134 begins at the junction with SH 131 at Toponas and travels east over Gore Pass to U.S. Highway (US) 40, just 
northwest of Kremmling. The length of the route is 26.927 miles.

Historic 1881 General Land Office maps show the historic wagon route from the Toponas area towards Kremmling, 
naming it the “Road to Steamboat Springs.”  The historic route passed over Gore Pass, named for an English lord 
who killed massive amounts of buffalo and wild game during a hunting expedition in 1855.  Present day SH 134 
follows a similar alignment and is present on the early state highway maps from 1916 as State Primary Route 39.  
Until 1968, SH 134 was signed SH 84.  It was changed to SH 134 in 1968 to avoid confusion with current US 84 in 
southern Colorado.  In the mid 1950s, improvements were made to the route, including paving in 1957.

The westernmost third of Colorado is dominated by the Colorado Plateau, which stretches from western Colorado 
into eastern Utah, northern Arizona, and northwestern New Mexico. The Colorado Plateau is a high desert with 
scattered forests and mesas (or tablelands), including the forested Flat Tops and Grand Mesa, the desert buttes of 
the Bookcliffs and Roan Plateau, and the juniper studded canyons and red sandstone formations that include 
Colorado National Monument. The region is also characterized by broad swaths of federally-owned land managed by 
the Bureau of Land Management and the US Forest Service (Routt National Forest, Flat Tops Wilderness, and Grand 
Mesa National Forest), with lesser amounts belonging to the National Park Service (Colorado National Monument 
and Dinosaur National Monument). 

Before the establishment of Colorado Territory in 1861, this area was part of Utah Territory (1854), reinforcing the 
physical connection between western Colorado and eastern Utah. Similarly, the land in the northwestern part of 
Colorado resembles southwestern Wyoming and there are strong economic and social connections as ranchers from 
southern Wyoming often owned land in northern Colorado, and vice versa. The Colorado River and its major 
tributaries, including the Colorado (Grand), Uncompahgre, and Gunnison are the major sources of water. Up north, 
the Yampa and White rivers feed into the Green River before it joins the Colorado in Utah and are the lifelines of the 
region. As with other parts of the arid state, the rivers dictated the location of settlements, railroads, agriculture, and 
the state’s roads. 

After the Utes were removed in 1880 to reservations in Utah (leaving only two small Ute reservations in the extreme 
southwest corner of Colorado), the railroads quickly mobilized to provide transportation and economic opportunity for 
farmers, ranchers, and other businesses. The Denver & Rio Grande Railroad built the first lines into the San Juan, 
Gunnison, and Colorado (Grand) River valleys between 1881 to 1883 and helped develop the towns of Grand 
Junction, Montrose, and Delta, among others. The railroad to Steamboat Springs and Craig was slower to develop, 
however, given the isolation of the area and issues with winter travel. David Moffat’s Denver, Northwestern & Pacific 
Railroad entered Steamboat in 1909. After Moffat’s death in 1911, the railroad was bought by the Denver and Salt 
Lake, and it continued to its termination point to Craig in 1913. The railroad stimulated the development of coal 
mining in the Yampa River Valley which required a reliable source of freight transportation. 

In northwest Colorado, energy-related resources such as coal, oil shale, oil, and natural gas have been important to 
the economy of the region since the late 1880s although the industry was slow to develop along the Yampa until 
railroad lines provided transportation after 1909. Coal deposits are located in the Yampa Valley west and south of 
Steamboat Springs, the Danforth Hills northwest of Meeker, and the Grand Hogback (near New Castle) north of 
Glenwood Springs. Oil and gas are found near Rangely and Craig, and oil shale has been a boom and bust 
commodity in the Pieance Basin, northeast of Grand Junction, since the turn of the twentieth century. While trains are 
still used to haul coal through the area, trucks became increasingly more important to the industry after World War II 
and the improvement of the area’s highways.  

As a historic wagon road, the route was used to transport goods over the Gore Pass to the Steamboat Springs area.  
The town of Toponas was founded as a railroad stop for the Denver and Salt Lake Railroad when rail service started 
in 1909.  The route connects the transportation corridors of SH 131 to US 40.  However, this route was never a major 
transportation corridor for agriculture and mining.  It was a minor transportation route and thus a review of sources 
did not reveal that this route represents important road engineering achievements, an important road type or subtype 
identified in the MPS, or that served to provide an important connections to markets or facilitated development related 
to mining and transportation.

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
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System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 134 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A
SH 134 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  As a an Engineered 
Route, State Highway 134 does not possess significance under Criterion A.  The route was a minor transportation 
route from railroad connections near Toponas to US 40.  Research failed to indicate this highway has a direct 
association with a historical theme important in Colorado history, or that it represents an early or prominent road 
construction project of the Colorado Highway Department (CHD), or the connections it provides from any 
subsequent highway improvements.  As such, the highway does not possess significance under Criterion A.   

Criterion B
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.  

Criterion C 
As a representative example, a state highway that exhibits physical features indicative of an important type or 
subtype identified in the MPS reflecting its original design or important variation may possess significance.   A state 
highway may also possess significance for particularly important engineering achievements.  

State Highway 134 is not considered to be an early or prominent project of the CHD.  Research and literature 
review yielded no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering design or construction 
techniques that serve to distinguish this highway from other roads and does not appear to exhibit important 
engineering innovations or important later modifications.  The highway’s design and construction appear to fall 
within the established standard practices of state highway design and construction of the time and the highway 
does not possess significance under Criterion C.  

Criterion D 
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 135

Highway Location:

Counties: Gunnison
Length (Miles): 27.31

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

Two Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms for previously recorded segments of this highway, including 
5GN.1772 and 5GN.1772.1, were identified in Compass.  Both of these resources correspond to the Pearl Pass Stage 
Road.  Based on information on the site forms, it is unknown if Pearl Pass State Road corresponds to SH 135.  The 
inventory form for 5GN.1772 indicates that no eligibility assessment was made to date while the form for 5GN.1772.1 
indicates that more data is required and no assessment was made.  SH 135 also passes through the Town of Crested 
Butte and the Crested Butte Historic District (5GN.271), which was listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 
1974 and amended in 2002.  

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

135A From SH 50-A in Gunnison north via Almont To Elk Ave in Crested Butte

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

5GN.1772 No assessment given on 
form

1/1/1976 PEARL PASS STAGE ROAD

5GN.1772.1 Officially needs data>Field 
needs data

11/06/1992>09/22/1992 PEARL PASS STAGE ROAD, STATE 
HIGHWAY 135

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

5GN.271 Listed on National Register
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Historical Data:

SH 135 is approximately 27 miles long and extends north from US 50 to Elk Avenue in downtown Crested Butte. This 
region of Colorado is a mountainous and owes much of its history to mining.  The earliest transportation corridors 
were wagon roads that often followed trails established by Native Americans, explorers, fur trappers, and traders; 
however, research did not indicate this highway followed an early trail or wagon road.  The Colorado Gold Rush of 
1859 brought an influx of people to the region in search of fortune and led to the establishment of mining camps 
throughout the area to supply activities at the mines and those working in the mines.  Crested Butte, like the better 
known towns of Silverton, Placerville, and Ouray began as mining camps and supply centers for mining districts.  
Crested Butte was incorporated in 1880 and first established as a supply center for nearby hard rock mining camps.  
A spur of the Denver & Rio Grande Railroad was completed between Gunnison and Crested Butte in 1881, which led 
to expansion of the town and facilitating the coal mining industry.  The coal mining industry boomed during the 1880s 
and 1890s leading the Colorado Fuel & Iron  (CF&I) to purchase land in Crested Butte to provide company housing.  
Most of the coal was shipped to Pueblo for steel production.  (Colorado State Planning Commission 1941; 141; 
Ubbelohde et al 2006; 175-177; History of Crested Butte; McTighe 1989; 298-299). 

Early roads in the region were often built to serve and connect mining camps with nearby mining districts and 
communities for the movement of people and the transfer of commercial and agricultural goods.  The sometimes 
narrow and rocky canyons combined with the altitude of this mountainous region made road building expensive, 
dangerous, and difficult.  To help finance road construction, toll roads were common in the late nineteenth century 
prior to the establishment of the Colorado Highway Department.  Local residents would often pool resources to build 
roads. Other roads were financed by wealthy individuals such as Otto Mears, an important figure in the history of 
road-building in southwestern Colorado.  Mears constructed early toll roads between Saguache and Lake City, over 
Poncha Pass, and between Ouray and Silverton.  His influence on road-building in southwestern Colorado is best 
represented by the construction of the Million Dollar Highway, current U.S. Highway (US) 550, which reflects early 
and bold efforts to establish roads in the region employing innovative engineering to meet the challenges of the 
terrain and altitude.  Examples of other roads that reflect notable early road-building efforts to traverse mountains 
areas of the state, such early crossings of the continental divide, include SH 9, 17, 84, 160, and 389 among others.  
(Ubbelohde et al 2006; 175-177; Wyckoff 1999; 53-54).  The Denver and Rio Grande Railroad between Gunnison 
and Crested Butte remained until 1955 when the railroad removed the tracks following the closure of the major coal 
mine in the area.  (Ubbelohde et al 2006; 175-177; Wyckoff 1999; 53, Colorado State Planning Commission 1941; 
423-425; History of Crested Butte).   

The Good Roads Movement and establishment of the Colorado Highway Department in the first decades of the 
twentieth century led to the establishment of a highway network throughout the region and state (Carter and Mehls 
1984: 138-141).  Historic state highway maps indicate a road between Crested Butte and Gunnison was constructed 
by 1916 and paralleled the railroad on the east side, following the contours of the railroad.  The road also continued 
west to Hotchkiss over Kebler Pass beginning in 1916.  The route between SH 92 at Hotchkiss and US 50 at 
Gunnison was designated SH 135 by 1926.  By 1954 a gap in SH 135 existed between Bardine and Crested Butte.  
Around 1970 the former section of SH 135 between SH 92 and Bardine was renumbered as an extension of SH 133.  

Road building in mountainous areas addressed challenging terrain and high altitude passes; however, no information 
was found to indicate the design, engineering, or construction of this highway differed from other roads in the region.  
This road was one of many that functioned to supply and support towns and area industries by providing links to 
regional transportation corridors, towns, and cities.  Research, literature review, and historic mapping does not 
indicate that this highway provided direct access to destinations related to important historic themes.  SH 135 
historically comprised one component of the overall transportation network by linking to other highways, most notably 
US 50,  and providing access to regional and local destinations.  

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 135

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 135

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 135 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A
The road corridor that eventually became SH 135 was constructed by 1916, just a few years after the 
establishment of the Colorado Highway Department (CHD).  Although it was constructed in the early years of the 
CHD, no evidence suggests that it was a prominent transportation route that provided a direct connection to 
destinations related to important historic themes.  Access for mining activities and was provided by the Denver & 
Rio Grande Railroad by 1881 which served the area until the 1950s; similarly access to the CF&I housing during 
the late nineteenth and early twentieth century is also more strongly associated with the railroad rather than SH 
135.  While the route provided vehicular access to Crested Butte, no evidence suggests SH 135 was constructed 
and facilitated the area’s coal mining industry in an important way since most of the coal was shipped via rail.  At 
one point the road also crossed Kebler Pass but this portion of the road is no longer designated as part of SH 135 
and research did not indicate that its construction or engineering are distinguished from other mountain pass roads 
in the region.  No evidence suggests that the route was built or improved as part of a Depression-era federal relief 
program or that it served as an important farm-to-market road or was pivotal in the transfer of agricultural goods or 
livestock within the region.  As such, SH 135 does not possess significance under Criterion A.     

Criterion B
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.

Criterion C
Research and literature review yielded no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering 
techniques that serve to distinguish this highway from other roads within mountainous areas of the state.  The 
highway’s design and construction appear to have utilized techniques common to other roads in mountainous 
areas.  Overall this highway appears to reflect the standard types of design and construction practices and it does 
not appear to possess significance under Criterion C.   

Criterion D
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 135
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 136

Highway Location:

Counties: Conejos
Length (Miles): 4.454

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

No Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms for previously recorded segments of this highway were identified in 
Compass. 

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

136A From SH 285-A in La Jara east To 2nd South Street in Sanfora

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

None No previously recorded 
segments are found on or 
adjacent to this highway

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 136

Historical Data:

SH 136 is approximately 4.5 miles long and is a short segment of highway that extends east from La Jara to Sanford 
in South-Central Colorado’s San Luis Valley.  The earliest transportation corridors in this region were wagon roads 
that often followed trails established by Native Americans.  Settlers from New Mexico moved into the San Luis Valley 
in the 1850s and established early irrigation and water reclamation systems to facilitate agricultural production.  The 
San Luis Valley developed into a center for agriculture and livestock-raising within the region beginning in the mid-
nineteenth century. (Carter and Mehls 1984: 46-48)  

Railroad construction began in southern Colorado during the 1860s.  The Denver and Rio Grande Railroad (D&RG) 
was organized in 1870 and construction on tracks south of Denver began that same year.  The D&RG reached the 
San Luis Valley by 1877 and expanded throughout the valley over the next several decades; tracks reached Alamosa 
in 1878 and a line was constructed from Alamosa to Espanola, New Mexico in 1880.  The San Luis Valley Southern 
Railroad was constructed from Blanca to Jaroso in 1910 and between Monte Vista and Center in 1913.  Railroads 
served as an important means for distributing livestock and agricultural products produced in the San Luis Valley. 
(Carter and Mehls 1984: 46-48, 79-81) 

The popularity of the automobile increased dramatically between 1910 and 1920.  The Good Roads Movement and 
establishment of the Colorado Highway Commission in the first decades of the twentieth century led to the 
establishment of a highway network throughout the region and state.  Smaller communities increasingly saw the 
benefits of highway access, which led to further highway construction along less traveled routes in the 1920s and 
1930s. US 160 became the major east-west route through the San Luis Valley in the 1930s by providing connections 
to SH 17, US 285, and many smaller and less prominent north-south routes that comprised the local transportation 
network. (Carter and Mehls 1984: 138-141) 

Historic state highway maps indicate that a stair-step road extending east from La Jara through Sanford and La 
Sauses to San Luis along present-day SH 136 was in existence by 1919; a much longer segment than its current 
length.  By 1954 SH 136 was shortened considerably to its current length with its eastern terminus stopping at 
Sanford.  Within the context of the region, SH 136 served as a minor connector road and functioned as one of many 
highways that comprised the local and regional transportation network to transport people and goods.  This highway 
is one of many state highways, farm-to-market roads, and small local connector roads that served to link more 
remote areas with major regional transportation corridors, towns, and cities.  Research and review of historic 
mapping does not indicate that this highway provided direct access to destinations related to important historic 
themes such as industry, agriculture, or commerce.                                

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 136

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 136

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 136 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A
Research did not indicate that this highway is an example of an early or prominent project by the Colorado Highway 
Department (CHD) or was built or improved as part of a Depression-era federal work relief project.  SH 136 
historically served as one of many local connector roads and did not function as a major transportation route for 
providing direct connectivity as a farm-to-market road between an important agricultural region and its market.  As 
such, it does not possess significance under Criterion A.   

Criterion B
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.    

Criterion C
This highway is not considered to be an early or prominent project of the CHD.  Research and literature review 
yielded no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering design or construction techniques 
that serve to distinguish this highway from other roads and does not appear to exhibit important engineering 
innovations or important later modifications.  The highway’s design and construction appear to fall within the 
established standard practices of state highway design and construction of the time and the highway does not 
possess significance under Criterion C.  
   
Criterion D
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 136
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: U.S. Highway (US) 138

Highway Location:

Counties: Logan, Sedgwick
Length (Miles): 60.349

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

No Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms for previously recorded segments of this highway were identified in 
Compass.    

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

138A From SH 6J and SH6Z in Sterling northeast via Crook and Julesburg To the Nebraska State 
Line just North of Julesburg

138Z From SH 138-A in Sterling southwest via Broadway and 4th St To SH 6-Z at Chestnut Street

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

None No previously recorded 
segments are found on or 
adjacent to this highway

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: U.S. Highway (US) 138

Historical Data:

In its current configuration, US 138 is 60 miles long, between Sterling, Crook, and Julesburg, terminating at the 
Nebraska state line just north of Julesburg in Logan and Sedgwick counties. It predated Interstate(I)-76, and is 
located north of and parallel to the South Platte River, except where it crossed the river west of Merino. I-76 was 
constructed south of the river and did not replace any of the existing path of US 138, leaving the older highway 
essentially intact as a local connector for towns on the route. 

US 138 (originally Primary Road 9) was also known as the Platte Valley Road, and was one of the first roads 
established by the Colorado Highway Commission in 1910. The original road was 112 miles, and it began in Fort 
Morgan and continued to the east past Julesburg to the Nebraska state line. The highway was renumbered US 138 
by 1926. During the height of the Good Roads Movement, and the establishment of named highways to promote auto 
tourism, US 138 became part of the Lincoln Highway Loop in Colorado, established as a secondary part of the 
transcontinental Lincoln Highway in 1913, but removed from the main route in 1915 because it took too long to detour 
into Denver (Wolfe 1999: 6-7, 12; Autobee and Dobson-Brown 2003: E-22).  The section between Fort Morgan and 
Sterling (which is no longer designed as US 138 and now follows US 6) was also part of the Omaha Lincoln Denver 
Road (later called the Detroit-Lincoln-Denver) through eastern Colorado to Sterling (Autobee and Dobson-Brown 
2003:E-16).  These named highways were a result of the Good Roads Movement to improve local roads. Named 
highways of the Good Roads Movement, such as the Lincoln Highway and the Omaha Lincoln Denver Road/Detroit-
Lincoln-Denver Highway, utilized a network of preexisting local and state roads to provide regional connectivity as 
prominent transportation corridors. The Good Roads Movement resulted in the promotion and improvement of many 
of the roads that comprised the route, fostered automobile tourism, and were precursors to the development of the 
system of state and U.S. highways.
   
Between Merino and Brush, the road was designed in a stair-step pattern to follow the boundaries of nearby parcels, 
but by 1924 these turns had been straightened and portions of the road had been moved.  The stair steps were also 
part of the road in Sedgwick County, between Sedgwick, Ovid, and Julesburg, but this section was straightened in 
the 1930s. The highway alignment also changed from the south side of the railroad to the north side of the railroad in 
the 1930s. These alignment changes make the current road an excellent example of a 1920s-1930s highway that has 
not been significantly modified or changed since that time. 

Northeastern Colorado is within the physiographic province of the Great Plains, and more specifically, the area 
known as the High Plains. The terrain is relatively flat, with gentle hills and shallow waterways, and the climate is 
semiarid, with low levels of moisture. There are few trees and the region is known for weather extremes. The South 
Platte River and its tributaries is the primary source of water and the lifeline for communities in northeastern 
Colorado. The river has guided travelers for millennia, starting with trails used by Native Americans, trappers, and 
explorers. Beginning in 1858, after the discovery of gold at the confluence of Cherry Creek and the South Platte 
River--today’s Denver--the South Platte River Trail guided the majority of travelers to the gold camps and support 
towns. The trail began at the confluence of the North Platte and South Platte in North Platte, Nebraska, as a branch 
of the Overland or Oregon Trail. The transcontinental railroad also followed the river in 1881 when the Union Pacific 
Railroad built its branch line to Denver. After 1910, with the establishment of the Colorado Highway Commission, the 
river dictated the paths of the region’s first major highways and bridges for river crossings.

Prior to the homestead era and the arrival of the railroad, the South Platte River valley was prime pastureland and 
ranchers took full advantage of the ability to run cattle freely for grazing. John Wesley Iliff and others amassed huge 
herds near the river in the 1860s and 1870s, buying key parcels and leasing state and federal lands in northeastern 
Colorado. The cattle were trailed to railheads in Cheyenne or Denver before 1881. After 1881, the railroad towns of 
Brush, Iliff, Sterling, and Julesburg became busy freight shipping points. Farmers formed cooperatives to build major 
irrigation systems based on priority water rights from the South Platte. Greeley was one center of activity where 
irrigation canals and storage reservoirs significantly increased the acreage for agriculture. Prior to these systems, 
crop raising was limited to fields in river and creek bottoms but irrigation made it possible for farmers to plant crops in 
fields on higher benches farther from the river. Fifty miles east of Greeley, Fort Morgan became the center of several 
irrigation systems that radiated to outlying farms and ranches, as did Sterling, another forty miles downstream 
(Wyckoff 1999: 164).

The region has always had a relatively sparse population. Larger towns such as Greeley, Fort Morgan and Sterling 
settled on the river, connected to the smaller towns of Ovid, Sedgwick, Crook, Iliff, Atwood, and Merino. Major 
irrigated crops included corn and feed crops for animals. Sugar beets became a prominent crop after 1910 in Weld, 
Morgan, and Logan counties. The Great Western Sugar Company built ten processing factories in the South Platte 
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: U.S. Highway (US) 138

River valley at Loveland, Greeley, Eaton, Fort Collins, Windsor, Longmont, Sterling, Brush, Fort Morgan, and Ovid. 
The raising and processing of sugar beets also brought large numbers of field workers from other countries to the 
region, including Germans from Russia, Japanese, and Mexicans. While irrigated farming is possible in fields that 
have water rights to ditches or the underground Ogallala aquifer, dryland farming supported farms and ranches north 
of the river near the small communities of Peetz, Stoneham, Briggsdale and Keota. Major dryland crops include 
winter wheat, sorghum, milo, alfalfa, and field peas (Webb 1931: 373).

The MPS indicates part of this route is associated with the South Platte River Trail, which followed the South Platte 
River and was used by Native American tribes, fur trappers, traders, and the majority of travelers to the mining camps 
after gold was discovered near Denver in the late 1850s.  It was a primary state highway that provided early and 
direct access for transporting agricultural goods between Nebraska, northeastern Colorado and Denver and was an 
early automobile tourism highway. 

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: U.S. Highway (US) 138

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.

Mead & Hunt, Inc./Dill Historians LLC U.S. Highway (US) 138 - Page 4

*Information based on data from Compass provided by OAHP



Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: U.S. Highway (US) 138

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

US 138 is classified as a Cultural and Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A
US 138 is a Cultural Route according to the property types described in the MPS because it is in the same general 
location as a trail that has been used by travelers along the South Platte River. As with other cultural routes, the 
earliest form of this road is no longer apparent. The road has been a state highway since 1910. It is an important 
example of an early or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (CHD) that followed the South Platte 
River to connect the communities in northeast Colorado to agricultural centers such as Julesburg, Sterling, and 
Fort Morgan with smaller communities located near the river, before it was bypassed by the construction on new 
alignment of I-76. SH 138 carried the Lincoln Highway while another section of the road, between Fort Morgan and 
Sterling (no longer designated as part of SH 138), carried the Omaha Lincoln Denver Road/ Detroit-Lincoln-Denver 
Highway in Colorado. Its role as a component of this named highway associated with the Good Roads Movement 
made it a contributing component of an important route that served as a popular route across Colorado during the 
first decades of the twentieth century. This highway possesses significance under Criterion A in the area of 
Transportation at the state level as part of the Lincoln Highway and an prominent project of the CHD as an 
Engineered Route, and as a Cultural Route under Transportation at the state level for its association with the South 
Platte River Trail.

Criterion B 
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.  

Criterion C
There is some evidence that sections of US 138 represent 1910s highway construction as an Engineered Route, 
and possesses significance under Criterion C in the area of Transportation at the local level of significance. 
Although some sections have been changed, the highway is still in its original alignment for the majority of its 
length. There are small sections that have been realigned but no major widening has occurred and major 
modifications have not been made, beyond the continual maintenance required for the highway. For these reasons, 
this highway possesses significance under Criterion C in the area of Engineering at the local level as a 
respresentative example of a period of higwhay construction. 

Criterion D 
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Highway Name: U.S. Highway (US) 138
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 139

Highway Location:

Counties: Rio Blanco, Garfield, Mesa
Length (Miles): 71.69

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

The following Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms for previously recorded segments were reviewed for this 
highway:  5ME.15500.4 - this segment is listed as eligible in a record on Compass. However, no forms were available. 
Criterion for eligibility were not available. 
5GF.4322.1: Segment of the Douglas Pass Road, adjacent to SH 139 documented in 2009. Determined not eligible.
5RB.2877.11 and 5RB.2877.17: This is the Dragon-Douglas Trail, which is listed as eligible. It meets SH 139 from the 
west at approximately MP 54, in Rio Blanco County.
5RB.984. The Canon Pintado Archaeological District, listed on the National Register of Historic Places (National 
Register), includes the northern 15 miles (approximately) of SH 139. 

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

139A From I 70-A south of Loma north via Douglas Pass To SH 64-A east of Rangely

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

5GF.4322.1 Does not support eligibility of 
entire linear resource>Field 
needs data

05/26/2009>04/24/2009 STATE HIGHWAY 139, DOUGLAS PASS 
ROAD

5ME.15500.1 Officially not eligible>Field 
eligible

12/08/2006>08/23/2006 STATE HIGHWAY 139, DOUGLAS PASS 
ROAD

5ME.15500.2 Officially not eligible>Field 
eligible

12/08/2006>08/23/2006 STATE HIGHWAY 139, DOUGLAS PASS 
ROAD (SEGMENT), HIGHWAY 139

5ME.15500.3 Officially not eligible>Field 
not eligible

12/08/2006>08/23/2006 STATE HIGHWAY 139, DOUGLAS PASS 
ROAD, HIGHWAY 139 (SEGMENT)

5ME.15500.4 106 - Officially eligible>Field 
eligible

01/26/2009>09/18/2008 STATE HIGHWAY 139, DOUGLAS PASS 
ROAD - SEGMENT

5RB.2872 106 - Officially eligible>Field 
eligible

06/13/2006>04/01/1989 DRAGON-DOUGLAS TRAIL

5RB.2872.11 Field eligible Apr-89 DRAGON-DOUGLAS TRAIL SEGMENT

5RB.2872.17 Field eligible Apr-89 DRAGON-DOUGLAS TRAIL SEGMENT

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 139

Historical Data:

SH 139 extends a total of 72.065 miles, running south to north. It is contained in Mesa, Garfield, and Rio Blanco 
counties. The route begins approximately four miles east of Fruita and south of Loma at Interstate(I)-70, running 
straight north along section lines through the irrigated farmland of the Grand Valley. After crossing the Highline 
Canal, it winds north across the Book Cliff Range and into the Roan Plateau, where it traverses Douglas Pass and 
continues on to Rangley.  SH 139 is contained in the Colorado segment of the Dinosaur-Diamond National Scenic 
and Historic Byway, which was designated in 1997. 

SH 139 was designated a state highway in or around 1924. Prior to that year, it is visible as an unpaved road (11A) 
on a map dated 1922, but is not mapped in earlier years. Little of the highway was paved until the 1970s. Salek notes 
that SH 139 was turned back in 1954, but was then “resurrected” by 1964, by which time only the first 8 miles north 
from Loma were paved. By 1972, the year the southern end was extended to I-70, SH 139 was paved to Douglas 
Pass, in Garfield County, and the remainder was paved by or around 1975 (Salek). The highway is contained in the 
Colorado Plateau, which dominates the westernmost third of Colorado and stretches into eastern Utah, northern 
Arizona, and northwestern New Mexico. The Colorado Plateau is a high desert with scattered forests and mesas (or 
tablelands), including the forested Flat Tops and Grand Mesa, the desert buttes of the Bookcliffs and Roan Plateau, 
and the juniper studded canyons and red sandstone formations that include Colorado National Monument. The 
region is also characterized by broad swaths of federally-owned land managed by the Bureau of Land Management 
and the U.S. Forest Service (Routt National Forest, Flat Tops Wilderness, and Grand Mesa National Forest), with 
lesser amounts belonging to the National Park Service (Colorado National Monument and Dinosaur National 
Monument). 

Before the establishment of Colorado Territory in 1861, the Colorado Plateau was part of Utah Territory (1854), and 
western Colorado and eastern Utah are both contained in this arid geographic region, as is southwestern Wyoming. 
In the region of the Western Slope that anchors the southern end of SH 139, the Colorado River and its major 
tributaries, including the Grand, Uncompahgre, and Gunnison, are the major water sources.  To the north, the Yampa 
and White rivers feed into the Green River before it joins the Colorado in Utah and are the lifelines of the region. As 
with other parts of the state, the rivers dictated the location of settlements, railroads, agriculture, and roads. 

After 1880, when the Utes had been removed to reservations in Utah (leaving only two small Ute reservations in the 
extreme southwest corner of Colorado), the railroads quickly mobilized to provide transportation and economic 
opportunity for farmers, ranchers, and other businesses. The Denver & Rio Grande Railroad built the first lines into 
the San Juan, Gunnison, and Colorado (Grand) River valleys between 1881 to 1883 and helped develop the towns of 
Grand Junction, Montrose, and Delta, among others. 

Agriculture in the Grand and Gunnison river valleys started with experimentation on the best crops suited for the 
environment. Farmers in the early 1880s discovered the river valleys ideal for growing fruit, due to the lower 
elevations, longer growing seasons, and potential for large irrigation systems such as the Grand Valley Canal on the 
north side of the Colorado in the 1890s.  The fruit growing region stretched from Fruita, Grand Junction, and Palisade 
along the Colorado River to Delta, Hotchkiss, and Paonia on the North Fork of the Gunnison. Peaches thrived near 
Palisade, while apples and pears did well near Cedaredge and areas of Hotchkiss and Paonia. Farmers also had 
success with sugar beets, corn, wheat, barley, millets, and potatoes (Wyckoff 1999: 227-231). Settlements clustered 
near river bottoms at Parachute, Rifle, Meeker, Steamboat Springs, and Craig, where large ranches grazed cattle 
and sheep on higher benches above the river bottoms, much of it leased from the federal government for grazing. 
Brown’s Hole, in the far northwest corner of the state, shared borders with Utah and Wyoming and was known as a 
good winter range for large cattle herds from Wyoming (Wyckoff 1999: 244). 

In northwest Colorado, energy-related resources such as coal, oil shale, oil, and natural gas have been important to 
the economy of the region since the late 1880s, although the industry was slow to develop along the Yampa until 
railroad lines provided transportation after 1909. Coal deposits are located in the Yampa Valley west and south of 
Steamboat Springs, the Danforth Hills northwest of Meeker, and the Grand Hogback (near New Castle) north of 
Glenwood Springs. Oil and gas are found near Rangely and Craig, and oil shale has been a boom and bust 
commodity in the Pieance Basin, northeast of Grand Junction, since the turn of the twentieth century. While trains are 
still used to haul coal through the area, trucks became increasingly important to the industry after World War II and 
the improvement of the area’s highways.  

Historically SH 139 served to connect the agricultural communities of the Roan Plateau and the Grand Valley with the 
railhead in Fruita and also to connect area mineral extraction industries with their markets. An article in Colorado 
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 139

Highways from December 1923 notes that the highway was the brainchild of the Grand Junction Chamber of 
Commerce, whose president, William Weiser, was also the chair of the State Highway Advisory Board. SH 139 was 
intended to connect the transportation arteries of the Western Slope with the oil fields and refineries near Rangely, as 
well as the fertile agricultural region of the Uintah Basin. The new road, which contained numerous switchbacks and 
twenty-two bridges that were wider and more substantial than those seen previously in the area, including a “Loop 
Bridge,” was noted to greatly facilitate access from Grand Junction to Rangely and, by extension, Vernal, Utah, and 
although much of it remained unpaved until the 1960s, it is notable as an Engineered Route that crossed Douglas 
Pass (Colorado Highways 1923). 

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)

Mead & Hunt, Inc./Dill Historians LLC State Highway (SH) 139 - Page 3

*Information based on data from Compass provided by OAHP



Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 139

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 139

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 139 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  (Although this route is 
now part of a scenic byway, this status was not conferred until 1997, and the road was not constructed as an 
Aesthetic Route, nor was it generally used as an Aesthetic Route in the historic period.) 

Criterion A
SH 139 is an early project of the Colorado Highway Department (CHD), and as a farm-to-market route provided 
important connections for the communities of the Grand Valley and the Roan Plateau to the larger market and 
population centers of Grand Junction and Vernal, Utah.  It also provided a corridor for oil and gas transportation in 
the Rangely region with the improvement and growth of trucking for freighting.  As an early and prominent project of 
the CHD in the 1920s, the highway was constructed over Douglas Pass, providing an efficient and improved route 
for travelers over the mountain range and connecting the communities of the northern corner of the state to Grand 
Junction and Vernal. It possesses significance under Criterion A as an Engineered Route in the area of 
Transportation at the local level.  

Criterion B 
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific important individual to secure 
construction of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this 
highway does not possess significance under Criterion B.

Criterion C 
Research and literature review yielded no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering 
design or construction techniques that serve to distinguish this highway from other roads and does not appear to 
exhibit important engineering innovations or important later modifications.  The highway’s design and construction 
appear to fall within the established standard practices of state highway design and construction of the time and the 
highway does not possess significance under Criterion C.  

Criterion D 
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 139
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 140

Highway Location:

Counties: La Plata
Length (Miles): 23.298

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

No Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms for previously recorded segments of this highway were identified in 
Compass.  

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

140A From the New Mexico State Line North To SH 160-A north of Hesperus

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

None No previously recorded 
segments are found on or 
adjacent to this highway

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 140

Historical Data:

SH 140 is approximately 23 miles long and extends south from U.S. Highway (US) 160 in La Plata County, west of 
Durango, to the New Mexico state line.  Southwestern Colorado is a generally mountainous region that owes much of 
its history to mining.  The earliest transportation corridors in southwest Colorado were wagon roads that often 
followed trails established by Native Americans, explorers, fur trappers, and traders.  The Colorado Gold Rush of 
1859 brought an influx of people to Colorado’s southwestern region in search of fortune and led to the establishment 
of mining camps through the area to supply activities at the mines and those working in the mines.  Most mining 
areas are located to the north of SH 140 where early roads in the region were often built to serve and connect mining 
camps with nearby mining districts and communities for the movement of people and the transfer of commercial and 
agricultural goods.  SH 140 does not have an association with early trails or important mining activities.

The southern border of Colorado surrounding SH 140 is characterized by arid sage- and grass-covered hills used for 
grazing livestock.  The area also features mesas, canyons, and foothills.  The Ute Mountain Reservation and 
Southern Ute Reservation are also located in this area.  These reservations are comprised of approximately 16,000 
acres of farmland and grazing land.  SH 140 does not extend through any major towns or cities.  Durango is located 
to the east of its northern terminus.  Durango was established in 1880 after the Rio Grande Railroad extended its line 
through the area.  Surrounded by coal and agricultural land, Durango became a major supply center within the area.  
The Good Roads Movement and founding of the Colorado Highway Department in the first decades of the twentieth 
century led to the establishment of a highway network throughout the region and state (Carter and Mehls, 1984: 
138-141; (Colorado State Planning Commission 1941; 358-361).  Historic state highway maps indicate that SH 140 
was established by 1926 and extended for a significantly shorter distance and operated as a spur between US 160 
and Ft. Lewis near Durango.  This spur was paved by 1938.  By 1939 SH 140 extended south to Kline and by 1954 it 
reached Marvel.  By 1963 is extended south to the New Mexico state line.  

State highways, farm-to-market roads, and small local connector roads served to link major regional transportation 
corridors and facilitate the transfer of goods as well as travel within the region.  SH 140  functioned as one 
component of the overall regional transportation network to provide connections to other roads and common local 
destinations.  Research, literature review, and historic mapping does not indicate that this highway provided direct 
access to destinations related to important historic themes.      

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 140

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 140

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 140 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A
SH 140 was established in the mid-1920s after the initial period of development of the state’s highway network and 
operated as a short spur comprising part of the overall transportation network.  As such, this highway does not 
represent an early or prominent project completed by the Colorado Highway Department.  Research did not 
indicate the road was built or improved as part of a Depression-era federal work relief program.  Although SH 140 
passes through grazing land used for livestock raising no evidence suggests that it served as an important farm-to-
market road or was pivotal in the transfer of agricultural goods or livestock within the region.  As such, this road 
does not possess significance under Criterion A.        

Criterion B
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.

Criterion C
Research and literature review yielded no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering 
design or construction techniques that serve to distinguish this highway from other roads within the mountainous 
southwest region and it does not appear to exhibit important engineering innovations or important later 
modifications.  The highway’s design and construction appear to fall within the established standard practices of 
state highway design and construction of the time and the highway does not possess significance under Criterion 
C.   

Criterion D
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 140
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 141

Highway Location:

Counties: Mesa, Montrose, San Miguel, Dolores
Length (Miles): 159.764

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

Previous Colorado Cultural Resource Inventory forms (forms) include those prepared for Highways to the Sky
(Associated Cultural Resource Experts, 2002), which include 5SM3670, 5ME.13044, 5DL.2414, and 5ME.13044.3.  
These forms provided the most useful historical information and concluded that individual segments contribute to the 
significance of the overall highway.

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

141A From SH 491-B northwest of Dove Creek  Northeast via Slick Rock, Gypsum Gap, Naturita, 
Uravan and Gateway To SH 50-A at Whitewater

141B From SH 50-A North of Whitewater Northeast To SH 70-B South of Clifton

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

5DL.2414 Field eligible 2/7/2002 SH 141

5ME.13044 Field eligible>Field eligible 03/01/2010>02/07/2002 SH 141

5ME.13044.2 Supports eligibility of entire 
linear resource>Field eligible

01/10/2011>11/03/2010 SH 141 - SEGMENT

5ME.17047.1 Does not support eligibility of 
entire linear resource>Field 
not eligible>Officially not 
eligible

06/29/2010>03/02/2010>
01/23/2014

HIGHWAY 141B/32 ROAD, OLD 
HIGHWAY 146

5ME.17158.1 Officially needs data>Field 
needs data

12/14/2010>04/14/2010 HISTORIC MILBERN BENCH ROAD - 
SEGMENT

5MN.6048 Field eligible 2/7/2002 SH 141

5MN.6048.1 106 - Officially eligible>Field 
eligible

08/05/2005>07/26/2005 STATE HIGHWAY 141

5MN.6048.2 106 - Officially eligible>Field 
eligible

12/28/2006>07/29/2006 STATE HIGHWAY 141 (SEGMENT)

5SM.3670 106 - Officially eligible>Field 
eligible>Field eligible

10/01/2008>07/21/2008>
02/07/2002

SH 141

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 141

Historical Data:

Forms for previously recorded segments of this highway were reviewed for historical background information (see 
OAHP Site Numbers above).  In addition, a historical summary of this highway is included in Highways to the Sky.  
This historical information was used to evaluate the highway and complete the statement of significance.  No 
substantive changes are recommended for the historical summary in Highways to the Sky or individual forms at this 
time.  

See Colorado Cultural Resource Inventory forms and Chapter 11 of Highways to the Sky for additional historical 
information on this highway.

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 141

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 141

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 141 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A
SH 141 is significant under Criterion A in the areas of Transportation and Military at the national level for its direct 
association with providing direct access to deposits of uranium and its role in facilitating the development of the 
atomic bomb under the Manhattan Project between 1943 and 1945 and the continued mineral extraction and 
refinement in the production of nuclear weapons during the arms race of the Cold War era.  The improvement of 
SH 141 was funded by the U.S. Atomic Energy Commission, which resulted in the improvement and year-round 
access provided by the Colorado Highway Department (CHD) in an effort to maintain critical access to the nation’s 
primary uranium deposits during World War II and the postwar period.  As a result, the mining, transport, 
processing, and refinement of uranium resulted in a substantial expansion in the economy of the region due to the 
growth of these industries.  SH 141 possesses significance under Criterion A at the state level in the area of 
Transportation as a prominent project of the CHD and in the area of Industry for its role in providing primary access 
to mining in southwestern Colorado and the rapid economic and population expansion during the post-World War II 
mineral boom of the uranium industry in western Colorado.   

Criterion B
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B. 

Criterion C
The literature review yielded no evidence of the use of innovative engineering design or construction features 
particular to SH 141 that serve to distinguish it from other roads.  While it is associated with important events in 
state and national history, SH 141 does not appear to be an important road type or subtype or exhibit distinctive 
characteristics, innovations, or variations.  The highway’s design and subsequent construction history appear to fall 
within the established standard State Highway design and construction practices.  As such, it does not possess 
significance under Criterion C.

Criterion D
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 141
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 142

Highway Location:

Counties: Conejos, Costilla
Length (Miles): 33.54

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

No Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms for previously recorded segments of this highway were identified in 
Compass.    

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

142A From SH 285-A at Romeo east via Manassa and San Acacio To SH 159-A in San Luis

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

None No previously recorded 
segments are found on or 
adjacent to this highway

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 142

Historical Data:

SH 142 is approximately 34 miles long and extends between Romeo to San Luis in South-Central Colorado. The 
road passes through the San Luis Valley and the San Luis Hills and also crosses the Conejos River and the Rio 
Grande River.  The setting is generally characterized by flat topography and sagebrush.  The earliest transportation 
corridors in South-Central Colorado were wagon roads that often followed trails established by Native Americans.  
Settlers from New Mexico moved into the San Luis Valley in the 1850s and established early irrigation and water 
reclamation systems to facilitate agricultural production.  The San Luis Valley developed into a center for agriculture 
and livestock-raising within the region beginning in the mid-nineteenth century and settlers used.  (Carter and Mehls 
1984: 46-48)  

Railroad construction began in southern Colorado during the 1860s.  The Denver and Rio Grande Railroad (D&RG) 
was organized in 1870 and construction on tracks south of Denver began that same year.  The D&RG reached the 
San Luis Valley by 1877 and expanded throughout the valley over the next several decades linking communities 
together and to larger regional and state markets; tracks reached Alamosa in 1878 and a line was constructed from 
Alamosa to Espanola, New Mexico in 1880.  Railroads served as an important means for distributing livestock and 
agricultural products produced in the San Luis Valley.  (Carter and Mehls 1984: 46-48, 79-81)    

The popularity of the automobile increased dramatically between 1910 and 1920.  The Good Roads Movement and 
establishment of the Colorado Highway Commission in the first decades of the twentieth century led to the 
establishment of a highway network throughout the region and state.  Smaller communities increasingly saw the 
benefits of highway access, which led to further highway construction along less traveled routes in the 1920s and 
1930s.  US 160 became the major east-west route through the San Luis Valley in the 1930s by providing connections 
to SH 17, US 285, and many smaller and less prominent north-south routes that comprised the local transportation 
network. (Carter and Mehls 1984: 138-141) 

Historic highway maps indicate that a road along this corridor was in place by the early 1920s with several different 
alignments and a western terminus located north of Romeo.  By 1926 the road was designated SH 142 and generally 
extended along its current route between Romeo and San Luis.  The road underwent several realignments in the 
1950s, including its current jog north through San Acacio, and was entirely paved by 1957.  Within the context of the 
region, SH 142 served as a minor connector road and functioned as one of many highways that comprised the local 
and regional transportation network.  State highways, farm-to-market roads, and small local connector roads served 
to link more remote areas with major regional transportation corridors, towns, and cities; however, research and 
review of historic mapping does not indicate that this highway provided direct access to destinations related to 
important historic themes such as industry, agriculture, or commerce.                           
       
(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 142

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 142

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 142 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A
Research did not indicate that this highway is an example of an early or prominent project by the Colorado Highway 
Department (CHD) or was built or improved as part of a Depression-era federal work relief project.  SH 142 
extends from Romeo through the small towns of Manassa and San Acacio and ends at San Luis.  This road is one 
of many local connector roads and did not function as a major transportation route for providing direct connectivity 
as a farm-to-market road between an important agricultural region and its market.  As such, it does not possess 
significance under Criterion A.  

Criterion B
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.

Criterion C
This highway is not considered to be an early or prominent project of the CHD.  Research and literature review 
yielded no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering design or construction techniques 
that serve to distinguish this highway from other roads and does not appear to exhibit important engineering 
innovations or important later modifications.  The highway’s design and construction appear to fall within the 
established standard practices of state highway design and construction of the time and the highway does not 
possess significance under Criterion C.  
   
Criterion D
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 142

142.jpg
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 144

Highway Location:

Counties: Morgan
Length (Miles): 28.704

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

5MR.985.1 was recorded in March 2015 for a Section 106 project in Morgan County that realigned a historic section of 
SH 144 due to flooding that occurred in September 2013. The entire highway was assumed to be eligible for the 
National Register of Historic Places the purposes of Section 106, under Criterion A and the area of Transportation, as 
an early highway that served as a farm-to-market route between Fort Morgan and smaller communities in the county. 
The segment supported the eligibility of the overall resource because it conveys significance as a transportation route 
that connected agricultural communities to the county seat of Fort Morgan. 

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

144A From I 76-A Frontage Road east of Wiggins northeast via Orchard, Goodrich and Weldona To 
SH 2-B in Fort Morgan

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

5MR.985.1 106 - Field eligible SH 144

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 144

Historical Data:

SH 144 is a little over 28 miles, entirely within Morgan County, and connects Fort Morgan to the smaller towns of 
Weldona, Goodrich, and Orchard, that are northwest of Fort Morgan, along a pronounced bend of the South Platte 
River through several cottonwood groves next to the river. It returns to Interstate(I)-76/U.S. Highway (US) 6 south of 
Orchard. The western part of the highway crosses the river south of Orchard and heads south to meet I-76/US-6. 
This southern leg is the only part of the highway that does not parallel the South Platte River. The section west of 
Goodrich suffered severe flooding in September 2013 and was realigned to avoid a low spot in the highway.

SH 144 became part of the state highway system in the late 1920s. A more direct highway (US 38 -which later 
became US 34) was located south of SH 144, so the route specifically served the farms and ranches who were near 
the small towns on the highway. 

Northeastern Colorado is within the physiographic province of the Great Plains, and more specifically, the area 
known as the High Plains. The terrain is relatively flat, with gentle hills and shallow waterways, and the climate is 
semiarid, with low levels of moisture. There are few trees and the region is known for weather extremes. The South 
Platte River and its tributaries is the primary source of water and the lifeline for communities in northeastern 
Colorado. The river has guided travelers for millennia, starting with trails used by Native Americans, trappers, and 
explorers. Beginning in 1858, after the discovery of gold at the confluence of Cherry Creek and the South Platte 
River--today’s Denver--the South Platte River Trail guided the majority of travelers to the gold camps and support 
towns. The trail began at the confluence of the North Platte and South Platte in North Platte, Nebraska, as a branch 
of the Overland or Oregon Trail. Wagons on the South Platte River Trail turned to the southwest at Fort Morgan (the 
Fort Morgan “cutoff”) when the river bent to the north, away from Denver. The transcontinental railroad also followed 
the river in 1881 when the Union Pacific built its branch line to Denver. After 1910, with the establishment of the 
Colorado Highway Commission, the river dictated the paths of the region’s first major highways and bridges for river 
crossings.

The region has always had a relatively sparse population. Larger towns such as Greeley, Fort Morgan and Sterling 
settled on the river, connected to the smaller towns of Ovid, Sedgwick, Crook, Iliff, Atwood, and Merino. Major 
irrigated crops included corn and feed crops for animals. Sugar beets became a prominent crop after 1910 in Weld, 
Morgan, and Logan counties. The Great Western Sugar Company built ten processing factories in the South Platte 
River valley at Loveland, Greeley, Eaton, Fort Collins, Windsor, Longmont, Sterling, Brush, Fort Morgan, and Ovid. 
The raising and processing of sugar beets also brought large numbers of field workers from other countries to the 
region, including Germans from Russia, Japanese, and Mexicans. While irrigated farming is possible near the river 
and in fields that have water rights to the underground Ogallala aquifer, dryland farming supported farms and ranches 
north of the river near the small communities of Peetz, Stoneham, Briggsdale and Keota. Major dryland crops include 
winter wheat, sorghum, milo, alfalfa, and field peas (Webb 1931: 373).

The MPS indicates part of this route is associated with the South Platte River Trail, which followed the South Platte 
River and was used by Native American tribes, fur trappers, traders, and the majority of travelers to the mining camps 
after gold was discovered near Denver in the late 1850s. It was also a farm-to-market road for the small farms and 
ranches northwest of Fort Morgan, near Goodrich, Orchard, Weldona.  

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 144

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 144

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 144 is classified as a Cultural and Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A
SH 144 is a Cultural Route according to the property types described in the MPS because it is in the same general 
location as a trail that has followed the South Platte River. As with other Cultural Routes, the earliest form of this 
road is no longer apparent. The road has been a state highway since the late 1920s but was an early road taken 
over by the Colorado Highway Department, and the department has improved the road since that time. The road 
also possesses significance as a farm-to-market road for farms and ranches northwest of Fort Morgan. This 
highway possesses significance as a Cultural Route under Criterion A in the area of Transportation at the state 
level as part of the South Platte River Trail and as a Engineered Route under Transportation at the local level for its 
role in area agricultural development as a farm-to-market road.  

Criterion B 
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.  

Criterion C
There is evidence that SH 144 represents a 1920s-era farm-to-market highway as an Engineered Route, and 
possesses significance under Criterion C in the area of Engineering at the local level of significance. For the most 
part, the highway is still in its original alignment because the highway still follows a stair step pattern in some 
locations. There are small sections that have been improved and realigned but no major widening has occurred 
and major modifications have not been made, beyond the continual maintenance required for a highway. For these 
reasons, this highway possesses significance under Criterion C in the area of Engineering at the local level as a 
representative example of raodway construction. 

Criterion D
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 144

144.jpg

Mead & Hunt, Inc./Dill Historians LLC State Highway (SH) 144 - Page 5

*Information based on data from Compass provided by OAHP



Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 145

Highway Location:

Counties: Montrose, San Miguel, Dolores, Montezuma
Length (Miles): 116.187

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

Fourteen Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms were identified for previously recorded segments of this 
highway, including 5SM.6367.1, 5DL.1942.1, 5MT.11774, 5MT.11774.1, 5MT.11774.11, 5MT.11774.2, 5MT.11774.3, 
5MT.11774.4, 5MT.11774.5, 5MT.11774.6, 5MT.11774.7, 5MT.11774.8, 5MT.11774.9, and 5MT.13750.  Present-day 
SH 145 follows portions of the former roadbed of the Dolores-Rico Road, which connected the two towns through the 

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

145A From SH 160-A in Cortez Northeast via Dolores, Rico, and Ophir and Northwest via Placerville 
and Norwood To SH 141-A East of Naturita

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

5DL.1942.1 Officially not eligible>Field 
not eligible

12/01/1997>08/26/1997 DOLORES AND RICO ROAD

5MT.11774 Field needs data 7/6/2007 DOLORES AND RICO ROAD

5MT.11774.1 Officially needs 
data>Officially needs 
data>Field needs data>Field 
needs data>No assessment 
given on form

12/21/2007>12/07/1993>
07/06/2007>10/02/2003>
07/29/1992

DOLORES-RICO ROAD (SEGMENT)

5MT.11774.11 Officially needs data>No 
assessment given on form

12/07/1993>07/29/1992 DOLORES AND RICO ROAD 
(SEGMENT)

5MT.11774.2 Officially needs data>No 
assessment given on form

12/07/1993>07/29/1992 DOLORES AND RICO ROAD 
(SEGMENT)

5MT.11774.3 Officially needs data>No 
assessment given on form

12/07/1993>07/29/1992 DOLORES AND RICO ROAD 
(SEGMENT)

5MT.11774.4 Officially needs data>No 
assessment given on form

12/07/1993>07/29/1992 DOLORES AND RICO ROAD 
(SEGMENT)

5MT.11774.5 Officially needs data>No 
assessment given on form

12/07/1993>07/29/1992 DOLORES AND RICO ROAD

5MT.11774.6 Officially needs data>No 
assessment given on form

12/07/1993>07/29/1992 DOLORES AND RICO ROAD 
(SEGMENT)

5MT.11774.7 Officially needs data>Field 
needs data>No assessment 
given on form

12/07/1993>10/02/2003>
07/29/1992

DOLORES AND RICO ROAD 
(SEGMENT)

5MT.11774.8 Officially needs data>No 
assessment given on form

12/07/1993>07/29/1992 DOLORES AND RICO ROAD 
(SEGMENT)

5MT.11774.9 Officially needs data>Field 
needs data>No assessment 
given on form

12/07/1993>10/02/2003>
07/29/1992

DOLORES AND RICO ROAD 
(SEGMENT)

5MT.13750 Field not eligible 8/25/1999

5SM.6367.1 Officially not eligible>Does 
not support eligibility of 
entire linear resource>Field 
not eligible>Does not 
support eligibility of entire 
linear resource

04/13/2009>04/13/2009>
10/09/2008>09/18/2013

COLORADO HIGHWAY 145 - SEGMENT
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 145

Dolores River Valley.  Only one previously recorded segment corresponds to a  segment of SH 145 (5SM.6367.1) and 
was officially determined not eligible in 2009.  The Dolores-Rico Road (5DL.1942.1) was officially determined not 
eligible in 1997.  The rest of the segments listed above refer to various segments of the Dolores-Rico Road that were 
officially determined to need more data at various times or determined not eligible.    

The Placerville School (5SM.117) is also located along Front Street in Placerville and determined field eligible in 2004, 
but does not correspond to a previously recorded road segment or relate to the road.   

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 145

Historical Data:

SH 145 is approximately 116 miles long and extends between the junction with SH 141 in Naturita southeast through 
Norwood, Placerville, Rico, and Dolores to Cortez where its runs concurrently with North Dolores Road before 
terminating at the U.S. Highway (US) 160 junction.  Southwestern Colorado is a generally mountainous region that 
owes much of its history to mining.  The earliest transportation corridors in southwest Colorado were wagon roads 
that often followed trails established by Native Americans, explorers, fur trappers, and traders.  The highway does not 
have an association with early trails. 

The Colorado Gold Rush of 1859 brought an influx of people to Colorado’s southwestern region in search of fortune 
and led to the establishment of mining camps through the area to supply activities at the mines and those working in 
the mines.  Gold, silver, lead, and zinc were mined at various periods throughout the region.  Placerville is 
surrounded by rolling hills and wide expanses of grassland.  Founded as a mining camp, Placerville later became an 
important shipping point for livestock and by the 1940s was an important loading point in this region (Ubbelohde et al 
2006; 175-177; Wyckoff 1999; 53, Colorado State Planning Commission 1941; 423-425).  Toward the southern end 
of the region near Dolores and Cortez and interspersed in valleys in the mountainous areas are grazing pastures and 
ranch land where livestock-raising persists. (Colorado State Planning Commission 1941; 141, 426; Ubbelohde et al 
2006; 175-177).    

Early roads in the region were often built to serve and connect mining camps with nearby mining districts and 
communities for the movement of people and the transfer of commercial and agricultural goods from surrounding 
agricultural areas.  The sometimes narrow and rocky canyons combined with the altitude of this mountainous region 
made road building expensive, dangerous, and difficult.  To help finance road construction, toll roads were common 
in the late nineteenth century prior to the establishment of the Colorado Highway Department.  Local residents would 
often pool resources to build roads. Other roads were financed by wealthy individuals such as Otto Mears, an 
important figure in the history of road-building in southwestern Colorado.  Mears constructed early toll roads between 
Saguache and Lake City, over Poncha Pass, and between Ouray and Silverton.  His influence on road-building in 
southwestern Colorado is best represented by the construction of the Million Dollar Highway, current US 550, which 
reflects early and bold efforts to establish roads in the region employing innovative engineering to meet the 
challenges of the terrain and altitude.  Examples of other roads that reflect notable early road-building efforts to 
traverse mountains areas of the state, such as early crossings of the continental divide, include SH 9, 17, 84, 160, 
and 389 among others.  (Ubbelohde et al 2006; 175-177; Wyckoff 1999; 53-54).

The popularity of the automobile increased dramatically throughout the state between 1910 and 1920. The Good 
Roads Movement and founding of the Colorado Highway Department in the first decades of the twentieth century led 
to the establishment of a highway network throughout the region and state (Carter and Mehls 1984: 138-141).  The 
Dolores-Rico Road was an early road dating to 1911 and located along a small portion of the SH 145 corridor.  
Research indicates that the grade of the Dolores-Rico Road was located above the Rio Grande & Southern Railroad 
and not along the present-day alignment of SH 145.  Historic highway maps indicate that a road along the general 
alignment of present-day SH 145 between Dolores, Rico, and further north to Montrose was in place by 1916.  The 
road was designated SH 145 by 1926 but its southern terminus at that time was Dolores, not Cortez.  According to 
Salek, by 1938 SH 10 was rerouted in Cortez and SH 145 was extended south from Dolores to Cortez to its current 
terminus at US 160.  By 1954 a section between Rico and Telluride Junction was briefly turned back and a spur was 
designated east of SH 145 into Telluride and then turned back by 1997.

No information was found to indicate the design, engineering, or construction of this highway differed from other 
roads in the region.  This road was one of many that functioned to supply and support towns and area industries by 
providing links to regional transportation corridors, towns, and cities.  Research, literature review, and historic 
mapping does not indicate that this highway provided direct access to destinations related to important historic 
themes; rather it historically comprised one component of the overall transportation network by linking other highways 
and providing access to local destinations.   

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 145

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 145

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 145 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A
The road corridor that eventually became SH 145 was constructed by 1916, just a few years after the 
establishment of the Colorado Highway Department (CHD).  Although it was constructed in the early years of the 
CHD it was not a prominent transportation route that provided a direct connection to destinations related to 
important historic themes.  No evidence suggests that the route directly corresponds to the former roadbed for the 
Dolores-Rico Road, which has many segments that have been previously determined not eligible.  There is no 
indication that the road was built or improved as part of a Depression-era federal relief program.  Although SH 145 
passes through ranch land toward its southern end no evidence suggested that it served as an important farm-to-
market road or was pivotal in the transfer of agricultural goods or livestock within the region.  Nor did research find 
an important association to mining or industry that distinguishes it from other roads in the region.  Therefore, this 
road does not possess significance under Criterion A.           

Criterion B
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.

Criterion C
Research and literature review yielded no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering 
techniques that serve to distinguish this highway from other roads within mountainous areas of the state.  The 
highway’s design and construction appear to have utilized techniques common to other roads in mountainous 
areas.  Overall this highway appears to reflect the standard types of design and construction practices and it does 
not appear to possess significance under Criterion C.   

Criterion D
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 145

145.jpg
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 149

Highway Location:

Counties: Gunnison, Hinsdale, Mineral, Rio Grande
Length (Miles): 116.774

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

One Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory form (5GN5950.2) for previously recorded segments of this highway was 
identified in Compass - the Northern Branch of the Old Spanish Trail/segment of Saguache & San Juan Toll Road 
(5GN5950.2)  This resource dates to the nineteenth century and was determined not eligible through field review in 
2011.  According to the inventory form no intact portions of the trail exist due to improvements by wagon roads and SH 
149. SH 149 passes through the Lake City Historic District (5HN.68) along Gunnison Avenue in Lake City, which was 
listed in the National Register of Historic Places in 1978 under Criterion A and Criterion C in the areas of Commerce, 
Architecture, and Entertainment/Recreation. 

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

149A From SH 160-A at South Fork Northwest via Creede and Lake City To SH 50-A west of 
Gunnison

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

5GN.5950.2 Field not eligible 8/16/2011 OLD SPANISH TRAIL (NORTHERN 
BRANCH) / SAGUACHE & SAN JUAN 
TOLL ROAD - SEGMENT

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

5HN.68 Listed on National Register
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 149

Historical Data:

SH 149 is approximately 117 miles long and stretches south from U.S. Highway (US) 50, west of Gunnison, at the 
eastern end of Blue Mesa Reservoir, southeast through Lake City and Creede to US 160 at South Fork.  
Southwestern Colorado is a mountainous region that owes much of its history to mining.  The earliest transportation 
corridors in southwest Colorado were wagon roads that often followed trails established by Native Americans, 
explorers, fur trappers, and traders; however this highway is not associated with any known trails.  Later, the 
Colorado Gold Rush of 1859 brought an influx of people to Colorado’s southwestern region in search of fortune and 
led to the establishment of mining camps through the area to supply activities at the mines and those working there 
and local agricultural activities to support these activities.  Towns throughout the region like Silverton, Placerville, and 
Ouray began as mining camps and supply centers for mining districts.  Ouray was established in 1875 and boomed 
throughout the 1880s after silver deposits were discovered in nearby hills.  SH 149 passes through Creede, 
established in 1890 and was among the last silver mining towns established before the Panic of 1893.  Agricultural 
activities persisted in the mountain valleys throughout the area, including cattle ranching.  (Colorado State Planning 
Commission 1941; 141; Ubbelohde et al 2006; 163, 175-177). 

Early roads in the region were often built to serve and connect mining camps with nearby mining districts and 
communities for the movement of people and the transfer of commercial and agricultural goods.  The sometimes 
narrow and rocky canyons combined with the altitude of this mountainous region made road building expensive, 
dangerous, and difficult.  To help finance road construction, toll roads were common in the late nineteenth century 
prior to the establishment of the Colorado Highway Department.  Local residents would often pool resources to build 
roads. Other roads were financed by wealthy individuals such as Otto Mears, an important figure in the history of 
road-building in southwestern Colorado and founder of Lake City, which he envisioned as a transportation center.  
SH 149 passes through Lake City.  Mears constructed early toll roads between Saguache and Lake City, over 
Poncha Pass, and between Ouray and Silverton.  His influence on road-building in southwestern Colorado is best 
represented by the construction of the Million Dollar Highway, current US 550, which reflects early and bold efforts to 
establish roads in the region employing innovative engineering to meet the challenges of the terrain and altitude.  
Examples of other roads that reflect notable early road-building efforts to traverse mountains areas of the state, such 
as early crossings of the continental divide, including SH 9, 17, 84, 160, and 389, among others.  (Ubbelohde et al 
2006; 175-177; Wyckoff 1999; 53-54; McTighe 1989; 245)

The Good Roads Movement and establishment of the Colorado Highway Department in the first decades of the 
twentieth century led to the establishment of a highway network throughout the region and state (Carter and Mehls 
1984: 138-141).  Historic state highway maps indicate a road along the general corridor of present-day SH 149 by 
1916.  The road was designated SH 149 by 1926.  A 1940s guidebook sponsored by the Colorado State Planning 
Commission and compiled by the Writer’s Program of the World Projects Administration includes SH 149.  The 
guidebook characterizes the route stating: “State 149, a back-country road, traverses a rugged region where game 
and fish abound.”  The book also promotes the route as a tourist destination noting the good accommodations 
available for travelers, including free campgrounds.  According to Salek, the middle portion between Creede and 
Lake City was turned back by 1954.  By 1964 the route was extended southwest from Creede over gravel to the Spar 
City turnoff.  Blue Mesa Reservoir was constructed in 1966 and the highway’s northern end was realigned at that 
time.  Several changes occurred in the late 1960s and 1970s; SH 149 was extended from Lake City to Spring Creek 
Pass by 1970 and approximately six miles southwest of the Spar City turnoff by 1974.  The entire route was in place 
as it is today and paved by 1984.  

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 149

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 149

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 149 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A
The road corridor that eventually became SH 149 was constructed by 1916, just a few years after the 
establishment of the Colorado Highway Department (CHD), and represents an early project completed by the CHD 
that possesses significance under Criterion A in the area of Transportation at the state level.  The route is also 
considered a prominent project of the CHD because it passes directly through Lake City, envisioned as a 
transportation center by its founder, road-builder Otto Mears, and promoted as a specific route for automobile 
tourists by the middle of the twentieth century in a WPA 1940 guidebook, noting such features as accommodations 
and free campgrounds.  The highway also passes through the Lake City Historic District and likely contributes to 
the significance of the district for its role in facilitating commerce at the local level.  For these reasons, SH 149 
possesses significance under Criterion A in the areas of Transportation and Entertainment/Recreation at the state 
level and in the area of Commerce at the local level.  

No evidence suggests that the route was built or improved as part of a Depression-era federal relief program or that 
it served as an important farm-to-market road or was pivotal in the transfer of agricultural goods or livestock within 
the region.  Research did not indicate that the road has an important association to mining or industry that 
distinguishes it from other roads in the region in other areas of significance.        

Criterion B
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.

Criterion C
Research and literature review yielded no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering 
techniques that serve to distinguish this highway from other roads within mountainous areas of the state.  The 
highway’s design and construction appear to have utilized techniques common to other roads in mountainous 
areas.  Overall this highway appears to reflect the standard types of design and construction practices and it does 
not appear to possess significance under Criterion C.   
  
Criterion D
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 149

149.jpg
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (US) 150

Highway Location:

Counties: Alamosa
Length (Miles): 15.945

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

One site form in Compass, 5AL790, corresponds to a former segment of SH 150 that now serves as the Main Park 
Road within the Great Sand Dunes National Park and Preserve, but is no longer designated as SH 150. This former 
segment of SH 150 was previously determined not eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.   

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

150A From SH 160-A at the Alamosa/Costilla County Line North To the Great Sand Dunes National 
Monument

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

5AL.790 Officially not eligible>Field 
not eligible

07/18/2005>4/1993 MAIN PARK ROAD, GREAT SAND 
DUNES NATIONAL PARK

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (US) 150

Historical Data:

SH 150 is approximately 16 miles long and extends north from U.S. Highway (US) 160 to the southern boundary of 
Great Sand Dunes National Park and Preserve in South-Central Colorado. This road passes through the San Luis 
Valley along the western edge of the Sangre de Cristo Mountains.    

The earliest transportation corridors in south-central Colorado were wagon roads that often followed trails established 
by Native Americans.  Settlers from New Mexico moved into the San Luis Valley in the 1850s and established early 
irrigation and water reclamation systems to facilitate agricultural production.  The San Luis Valley developed into a 
center for agriculture and livestock-raising within the region beginning in the mid-nineteenth century (Carter and 
Mehls, 1984: 46-48).

Railroad construction began in southern Colorado during the 1860s.  The Denver and Rio Grande Railroad (D&RG) 
was organized in 1870 and construction on tracks south of Denver began that same year.  The D&RG reached the 
San Luis Valley by 1877 and expanded throughout the valley over the next several decades connecting communities 
to larger markets; D&RG tracks reached Alamosa in 1878, a line was constructed from Alamosa to Espanola, New 
Mexico in 1880 and from Antonito over Cumbres Pass to Chama, New Mexico, in 1880, and tracks connecting Salida 
and the San Luis Valley were established in 1881.  The San Luis Valley Southern Railroad was constructed between 
Monte Vista and Center in 1913.  Railroads served as an important means for distributing livestock and agricultural 
products throughout the San Luis Valley and beyond (Carter and Mehls 1984: 46-48, 79-81).  

The popularity of the automobile increased dramatically between 1910 and 1920.  The Good Roads Movement and 
establishment of the Colorado Highway Commission in the first decades of the twentieth century led to the 
establishment of a highway network throughout the region and state (Carter and Mehls 1984: 138-141).  By 1928 
surveys to convert a wagon road over the Sangre de Cristo Mountain Range were underway by state highway 
engineers. According to a 1928 article in Colorado Highways, this highway, named the Mosca Pass Highway at the 
time, was estimated to cost $40,000.  The route is noted as opening up a scenic part of San Isabel National Forest 
and enabling easier access to Pueblo, a major population and commercial center, from the San Luis Valley (Colorado 
Highways April 1924: 20). By the 1920s, the Great Sand Dunes was a regional tourist attraction and was designated 
a National Monument in 1932.  

Historic highway maps indicate that the highway over Mosca Pass was designated SH 150 by 1929 and extended 
due east from Mosca and ended at Gardner and provided direct access to the Great Sand Dunes from larger 
populations along the front range, including Pueblo.  Subsequently, large portions of this original alignment were 
turned back and are no longer designated a state highway, including the portion over the summit of Mosca Pass.  A 
small segment that now serves as the main access road for the Great Sand Dunes National Park and Preserve, 
extending north from its current junction with Road 6N to its current terminus in the park is all that remains of the 
1929 alignment along present-day SH 150.  Only this small portion has a direct association with the earlier history 
related the scenic Mosca Pass Highway and the connections it provided across the Sangre De Cristo Mountains and 
to the Great Sand Dunes.  By 1960 the current alignment south of Road 6N extending to US 160 appears on historic 
state highway maps.                                
       
(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (US) 150

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (US) 150

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 150 is classified an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  The segment extending 
north of Road 6N is the only portion that is historically associated with the early history of this route.

Criterion A
Under Transportation, the segment extending north of Road 6N is associated with the early history related to 
Mosca Pass Highway and the connections it provided to the Great Sand Dunes, the San Luis Valley, including 
Alamosa, and larger cities along the front range.  As such, it appears to be a prominent project by the Colorado 
Highway Department (CHD) and possesses significance at the state level under Criterion A in the areas of 
Transportation and Entertainment/Recreation.  

The southern portion of SH 150 has no direct historic association with the Mosca Pass Highway.  Although the 
southern portion provides access to the Great Sand Dunes from US 160, the Great Sand Dunes was a long-
established tourist attraction prior to the 1960s when this segment was designated a state highway.  As such, the 
southern segment does not possess significance under Criterion A.    

Criterion B
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.

Criterion C
This highway is considered to be a prominent project of the CHD.  However, the current alignment no longer 
extends over Mosca Pass and research and literature review yielded no evidence to indicate that extant portions of 
the route reflect the use of innovative or important engineering design or construction techniques that serve to 
distinguish this highway from other roads of important later modifications.  The highway’s design and construction 
appear to fall within the established standard practices of state highway design and construction of the time and the 
highway does not possess significance under Criterion C.  
   
Criterion D
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (US) 150
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 151

Highway Location:

Counties: La Plata, Archuleta
Length (Miles): 33.869

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

No Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms for previously recorded segments of this highway were identified in 
Compass.  

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

151A From SH 172-A in Ignacio east via Arboles and northeast To SH 160-A east of Chimney Rock

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

None No previously recorded 
segments are found on or 
adjacent to this highway

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 151

Historical Data:

SH 151 is approximately 43  miles long and extends from U.S. Highway (US) 160 in Archuleta County to SH 172 in 
the town of Ignacio in La Plata County.  Southwestern Colorado is a generally mountainous region that owes much of 
its history to mining.  The earliest transportation corridors in southwest Colorado were wagon roads that often 
followed trails established by Native Americans, explorers, fur trappers, and traders.  Research did not indicate this 
highway was associated with an early trail or important wagon road.  Later, the Colorado Gold Rush of 1859 brought 
an influx of people to Colorado’s southwestern region in search of fortune and led to the establishment of mining 
camps and a local agricultural pursuits through the area to supply activities at the mines and those working in the 
mines.  Most mining areas are located to the north of SH 151 where early roads in the region were often built to serve 
and connect mining camps with nearby mining districts and communities for the movement of people and the transfer 
of commercial and agricultural goods  (Ubbelohde et al 2006; 175-177; Wyckoff 1999; 53, Colorado State Planning 
Commission 1941; 423-425). 

The southern border of Colorado surrounding SH 151 is characterized by arid sage- and grass-covered hills used for 
grazing livestock.  The area also features mesas, canyons, and foothills.  The Ute Mountain Reservation and 
Southern Ute Reservation are also located in this area.  These reservations are comprised of approximately 16,000 
acres of farmland and grazing land.  Ignacio is located at the western terminus of SH 151 and was historically a 
center for trade for the surrounding farming community.  The Good Roads Movement and founding of the Colorado 
Highway Department in the first decades of the twentieth century led to the establishment of a highway network 
throughout the region and state (Carter and Mehls 1984: 138-141; (Colorado State Planning Commission 1941; 
358-361).  Historic state highway maps indicate SH 151 was established by 1926 and extended south from US 160 to 
Arboles and then south to the New Mexico border. According to Salek, the highway ended at Arboles by 1954, 
sharing its southern terminus with SH 172 at the time.  Around 1972 SH 151 was extended to Ignacio instead of 
ending at Arboles.

State highways, farm-to-market roads, and small local connector roads served to link major regional transportation 
corridors and facilitate the transfer of goods as well as travel within the region.  SH 151 functioned as one component 
of the overall regional transportation network to provide connections to other roads and common local destinations.  
Research, literature review, and historic mapping does not indicate that this highway provided direct access to 
destinations related to important historic themes.

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 151

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 151

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 151 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A
SH 151 was established in the mid-1920s, after the early formative years of the Colorado Highway Department 
(CHD) and does not represent an early or prominent project completed by the CHD that possesses significance.   
Research did not indicate the road was built or improved as part of a Depression-era federal relief program.  
Although SH 151 passes through grazing land used for livestock raising no evidence suggests that it served as an 
important farm-to-market road or was pivotal in the transfer of agricultural goods or livestock within the region.  As 
such, this road does not possess significance under Criterion A.        

Criterion B
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.

Criterion C
Research and literature review yielded no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering 
design or construction techniques that serve to distinguish this highway from other roads within the mountainous 
southwest region and it does not appear to exhibit important engineering innovations or important later 
modifications.  The highway’s design and construction appear to fall within the established standard practices of 
state highway design and construction of the time and the highway does not possess significance under Criterion 
C.   

Criterion D
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 151
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 157

Highway Location:

Counties: Boulder
Length (Miles): 4.824

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

No Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms for previously recorded segments of this highway were identified in 
Compass.

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

157A From SH 36-B in Boulder north to SH 119-B north to Boulder

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

None No previously recorded 
segments are found on or 
adjacent to this highway

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 157

Historical Data:

SH 157 extends for 4.824 miles, connecting to SH 119 (Diagonal Highway) on the north, leading to the Longmont 
area; and connecting to U.S. Highway (US) 36 on the south to Denver.  It is known locally as the Foothills Parkway.

SH 157 was first projected to be built by the Colorado Department of Transportation in 1971, but the first phase from 
US 36 north to Baseline was not complete until 1975.  The segment from Baseline to SH 7 was complete by 1980.  
The segment from SH 7 to Pearl Street was complete by 1984 and to Valmont by 1988. The final segment to SH 119 
was complete in 1989 (Salek).  

There have been changes to the highway with a recent addition of a third lane, adding more bicycle access, and 
reducing the size of the median of the highway.  SH 157 provides a north-south transportation corridor and access for 
the suburban neighborhoods on the eastern edge of the city Boulder.  

A review of sources did not reveal that this route represents important road engineering achievement, or that it 
served to provide an important connection to markets or facilitated development related to the growth of the 
northwestern Denver metropolitan area. It is a limited access, multiple lane, divided highway/freeway connecting 
Highway 119 and Boulder and US 36 to Denver.  Freeways are one of the property subtypes identified in the 
Colorado State Roads and Highways MPS; however, this road does not meet the National Register Criteria for 
Evaluation because it is less than 50 years in age and does not possess exceptional importance under Criterion 
Consideration G (Autobee and Dobson-Brown 2003: F10-11).

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.))
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 157

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 157

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 157 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.

As an Engineered Route, SH 157 does not possess significance under Criterion A. Research failed to indicate this 
highway has a direct association with a historical theme important in Colorado history, or that it represents an early 
or prominent road construction project of the Colorado Highway Department. Construction of the highway extended 
from 1971-1989; as such, it is not yet 50 years in age and is not considered to be of exceptional importance to 
qualify under Criteria Consideration G.  This highway does not possess significance under Criterion A, B, C or D. 

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 157

157.jpg
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 159

Highway Location:

Counties: Costilla
Length (Miles): 33.624

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

No Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms for previously recorded segments of this highway were identified in 
Compass.  

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

159A From the New Mexico State Line north via San Luis To SH 160-A in Fort Garland

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

None No previously recorded 
segments are found on or 
adjacent to this highway

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 159

Historical Data:

SH 159 is approximately 34 miles long and extends north from the New Mexico state line through the community of 
San Luis before ending at U.S. Highway (US) 160 at Fort Garland in south-central Colorado.  The road passes 
through the San Luis Valley along the western edge of the Sangre de Cristo Mountains, just north of the New Mexico 
state line.  In the early 1800s, nearby Taos, New Mexico became a an important center for trade within the region, 
especially for fur trappers.  An important and early trade route that came to be known as the Trapper’s Trail, 
extended north from Taos over the Sangre de Cristo Mountains, north through the San Luis Valley to Fort Garland.  
Present-day SH 159 generally follows the route of the Trapper’s Trail.  The earliest major transportation corridors in 
south-central Colorado were wagon roads that often followed trails established by Native Americans.  Settlers from 
New Mexico moved into the San Luis Valley in the 1850s and established early irrigation and water reclamation 
systems to facilitate agricultural production.  The San Luis Valley developed into a center for agriculture and 
livestock-raising within the region beginning in the mid-nineteenth century and settlers used (Carter and Mehls 1984: 
46-48; Autobee and Dobson-Brown 2003: E-12). 

Railroad construction began in southern Colorado during the 1860s.  The Denver and Rio Grande Railroad (D&RG) 
was organized in 1870 and construction on tracks south of Denver began that same year.  The D&RG reached the 
San Luis Valley by 1877 and expanded throughout the valley over the next several decades linking communities 
together and to larger regional and state markets; tracks reached Alamosa in 1878 and a line was constructed from 
Alamosa to Espanola, New Mexico in 1880.  Railroads served as an important means for distributing livestock and 
agricultural products produced in the San Luis Valley (Carter and Mehls 1984: 46-48, 79-81).   

The popularity of the automobile increased dramatically between 1910 and 1920.  The Good Roads Movement and 
establishment of the Colorado Highway Commission in the first decades of the twentieth century led to the 
establishment of a highway network throughout the region and state.  Smaller communities increasingly saw the 
benefits of highway access, which led to further highway construction along less traveled routes in the 1920s and 
1930s.  US 160 became the major east-west route through the San Luis Valley in the 1930s by providing connections 
to SH 17, US 285, and many smaller and less prominent north-south routes that comprised the local transportation 
network (Carter and Mehls 1984: 138-141). 

A map of Colorado territorial roads dating to 1866 shows a road along the general alignment of SH 159.  An 
unimproved state highway was in place along this corridor and alignment by 1916 according to historic state highway 
maps.  The road was designated SH 159 by 1926 and has retained a similar alignment and designation since that 
time.  Within the context of the region, SH 159 was an early route and provided a direct connection between this 
agricultural region, New Mexico, and other important transportation corridors like US 160.                            
       
(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 159

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 159

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 159 is classified a Cultural Route and an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A
Research did not indicate that this highway is an example of an early or prominent project by the Colorado Highway 
Department (CHD) or was built or improved as part of a Depression-era federal relief project.  However, the current 
alignment of SH 159 is located along the Trapper’s Trail, an important early trade route that extended north from 
Taos, New Mexico to Fort Garland, Colorado and to areas further north.  As such, the highway possesses 
significance in the area of Transportation for its association with the history related to this early trade route at the 
state level as a Cultural Route.  In addition, the highway served as an important north-south transportation corridor 
that provided a direct connection between the San Luis Valley and along the western slope of the Sangre de Cristo 
mountain range, between New Mexico and US 160 as a farm-to-market-road conveying agricultural goods to 
market centers and prominent transportation corridors within the region.  As such, it possesses significance under 
Criterion A in the area of Transportation at the local level as an Engineered Route.

Criterion B
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.

Criterion C
This highway is not considered to be an early or prominent project of the CHD.  Research and literature review 
yielded no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering design or construction techniques 
that serve to distinguish this highway from other roads and does not appear to exhibit important engineering 
innovations or important later modifications.  The highway’s design and construction appear to fall within the 
established standard practices of state highway design and construction of the time and the highway does not 
possess significance under Criterion C.  
   
Criterion D
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 159

159.jpg
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: U.S. Highway (US) 160

Highway Location:

Counties: Montezuma, La Plata, Archuleta, Mineral, Rio Grande, Alamosa, Costilla, Huerfano, Las Ani
Length (Miles): 461.667

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

160A From the New Mexico State Line (Four Corners Monument) northeast via Cortez and east via 
Durango, Pasosa Springs, Wolf Creek Pass, Alamosa, and North La Veta Pass To SH 25-C in 
Walsenburg

160B From SH 25-C in Walsenburg east To SH 10-A and I 25-A east of Walsenburg

160C From I 25-A in Trinidad east via Beshoar Junction, Kim, Pritchett, and Walsh To the Kansas 
State Line

160D From Mancos Bus Rt - From SH 16O-A west of Mancos east To SH 160-A east of Mancos

160Z From Denver Ave and Jct U.S. 160A in Alamosa One-Way West along Main Street ( Fifth ) to 
Jct U.S. 160A NorthWest at the Alamosa ByPass Between Richardson Ave and Edgemont Blvd

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

5AA.1308.1 Eligible 4/4/2011 US HIGHWAY 160

5AA.3803.1 Supports eligibility of entire 
linear resource>Field eligible

04/18/2011>04/04/2011 US HIGHWAY 160 - SEGMENT

5AA.3803.2 Does not support eligibility of 
entire linear resource>Field 
eligible

06/26/2012>06/06/2012 US 160 - SEGMENT

5LA.11859.1 No assessment given on 
form

11/7/2008 OLD HIGHWAY 160

5LA.9132 Eligible - Officially>Eligible - 
Field

7/27/2000>4/20/2000 STATE HIGHWAY 26, STATE HIGHWAY 
1, US HIGHWAY 85, 87, AND 160, 
COUNTY ROAD 71.1, LINDEN AVENUE

5LA.9132.1 Eligible - officially>Eligible - 
Field

7/27/2000>4/20/2000 STATE HIGHWAY 26, STATE HIGHWAY 
1, US HIGHWAY 85, 87, AND 160,
COUNTY ROAD 71.1, LINDEN AVENUE

5LA.9132.2 Field eligible 1/29/2002 US HIGHWAY 85 - SEGMENT

5LP.5668.3 Officially not eligible>Field 
not eligible

07/21/2000>11/17/1998 US HIGHWAY 160 (STATE HIGHWAY 
10) - SEGMENT

5LP.5668.4 Officially not eligible>Field 
not eligible

07/21/2000>11/17/1998 US HIGHWAY 160 (STATE HIGHWAY 
10) - SEGMENT

5LP.5668.5 Officially not eligible>Field 
not eligible

07/21/2000>05/18/1999 US HIGHWAY 160 (STATE HIGHWAY 
10) - SEGMENT

5LP.5668.6 Officially not eligible>Field 
not eligible

07/21/2000>05/19/1999 US HIGHWAY 160 (STATE HIGHWAY 
10) - SEGMENT

5LP.5668.7 Officially not eligible>Field 
not eligible

09/24/2004>09/14/2004 US HIGHWAY 160 (ABANDONED 
SEGMENT)

5ML.107 Officially not eligible>Field 
not eligible

04/22/1998>03/31/1997 WOLF CREEK PASS HIGHWAY, 
NAVAJO TRAIL, US 160

5ML.107.1 Field not eligible 3/31/1997 WOLF CREEK PASS HIGHWAY 
SEGMENT

5ML.121 Determined not Eligible 9/5/1985 OLD WOLF CREEK PASS ROAD
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: U.S. Highway (US) 160

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms for previously recorded segments of this highway were generally before 
2002, prior to the MPS, and were determined ineligible.  More recent site forms, generally after 2002, recommended 
the entire highway eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places (National Register).  A review of 
previous forms finds good historical information, in particular forms 5AA1308.1, 5AA3803.1, 5AA.3803.2 provide a 
good discussion of the history and significance of the highway.  This information and additional research is 
summarized in the Historical Data section below.  This evaluation agrees with recent evaluations that the highway 
possesses significance.  Form 5ML121.2, Old Wolf Creek Pass Road (State Highway 160), may include early portions 
of a route that subsequently became US 160.

Site form 5LA.1815 is for the Kim School National Register Historic District in Las Animas and does not appear to be 
related to US 160 or to have an important association with the development or significance of US 160.

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

5ML.121.2 106 - Officially eligible>Field 
eligible

05/05/2006>05/02/2006 OLD WOLF CREEK PASS ROAD - 
SEGMENT, ROUTE 160 - SEGMENT

5MT.16650.1 Officially not 
eligible>Officially needs 
data>Field not eligible

03/05/2007>10/15/2003>
07/29/2003

OLD HIGHWAY 160 - SEGMENT

5RN.550.1 Determined not 
Eligible>Field not eligible

04/22/1998>03/31/1997 WOLF CREEK PASS HIGHWAY 
SEGMENT

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

5LA.1815 Kim Schools, Kim Elementary School, Kim High School, Kim 
Gymnasium

Listed on National Register
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: U.S. Highway (US) 160

Historical Data:

US 160 is a main artery crossing southern Colorado.  US 160 in Colorado extends from the Kansas border to 
Trinidad through the southeastern part of the state then heads north along current Interstate(I)-25 (old US 85) to 
Walsenburg where it turns west and passes through the southwestern part of the state to the New Mexico border.

Portions of the route of US 160 traces its origins to the 1880s for stage coach travel and served as a route 15 as 
early as 1908.  The overall alignment of present-day US 160 is similar to how it was depicted on highway maps as 
early as 1916 with specific designations of the highway changing.  (Forms 5AA1308.1 and 5LP5668.7)  Historic 
highway maps show the current alignment of State Highway (SH) 160 with many previous designations, including 
portions of state routes 15, 16, 26, 38, 55, 450, and 560 west of Trinidad and routes 55 and 100 to the east.

The eastern portion of the route from Trinidad to Branson first appears in 1916 as state route 55, which currently 
follows a series of county roads (CR 8.8, 105.5, 22, and 24.6).  According to historic state highway maps, the route 
extended to just north of Branson east to the Kansas border by 1922 and its alignment followed portions of current 
State Highway 389 at that time.  The route was designated SH 100 from the Kansas border to Beshoar 
Junction/Trinidad until 1931.   By 1939, state highway maps indicate SH 100 was cosigned with US 160 between SH 
51 near Walsh and west to Branson via current SH 389 in the southeastern corner of the state.  The route extended 
north from Beshoar Junction/Trinidad following I-25 (old US 85) to Walsenburg then west to Cortez as SH 10/US 450 
and ending at the Utah border during the 1930s prior to its designation as SH10/US 160.  US 450 was also an early 
1920s state highway that extended along the current route of US 160 before heading northwest to the Utah border 
along the route of current US 491 instead of the current alignment of US 160 that now ends at the New Mexico 
border (along former state route 560).  (Forms 5AA1308.1 and 5LP5668.7)

Previous site forms include that between 1930 and 1937 portions of the road were graded and that a stair step 
alignment between approximately Beshoar Junction and Earl was straightened and by 1938 the route was paved.  In 
addition, its alignment within Trinidad and La Junta has varied slightly over the years and numerous modifications, 
including rerouting bypasses and reconstructions, have occurred from 1950 through 2009 altering various segments 
of US 160.  Previous site forms should be consulted to understand changes to specific segments of the route.  For 
example, site forms 5AA1308.1, 5AA3803.1 and 5AA3803.2 provide extensive narrative on modifications in Archuleta 
County. 

Previous evaluations and research into this highway indicates that it served as an early and important transportation 
route across southern Colorado for its role in transportation and the development of communities in the ten counties 
in which the highway passed.  

Site form 5AA3803.1 notes the road passes through areas important for agriculture and ranching in southwestern 
Colorado.  Supporting materials for Form 5MT16650.1 notes that the entire route of US 160 in southern Colorado is 
significant as an early highway that opened western Colorado for automobile transportation and site form 5ML121.2 
indicates US 160 followed an early route over the San Juan Mountains providing a vital link between southwestern 
Colorado and the southeastern portion of the state.  

The highway is also identified in the 1941 Colorado: A Guide to the Highest State, Compiled by Workers of the 
Writer’s Program of the Work Projects Administration in the State of Colorado, in which the route is noted for its role 
in agriculture and ranching, crossing the San Juan mountains thereby providing access to the San Luis Valley, the 
Mesa Verde National Park, and Hovenweep National Monument.  Historically the route of US 160 and its previous 
iterations did not provide direct access to Hovenweep National Monument and Canyons of the Ancients National 
Monument; these areas were accessed by state routes 32 and 14 as indicated on 1916 and 1922 historic highway 
maps, which subsequently became local roads that follow current County Road G west of Cortez in Montezuma 
County.

The MPS indicates that a portion of US 160 from South Fork over Wolf Creek Pass to Pagosa Springs served as an 
early Native American trail and route of exploration (Autobee and Dobson-Brown 2003: E-8).  Historic highway maps 
also indicate the portion of the route west of Walsenburg followed the Spanish Trail.  Additional research also 
indicates the Colorado Highway Department (CHD) and Depression-era federal work relief work programs were 
involved with a number of mountain road construction projects throughout the 1930s on US 160 west of Walsenburg 
over La Veta Pass to Alamosa and then over Wolf Creek Pass into southwestern Colorado.  The MPS also notes that 
CHD rebuilt US 160 and Wolf Creek Pass in 1938 along its present alignment, which reduced travel time to and from 
southwestern Colorado by several hours (Autobee and Dobson-Brown 2003: E-36).  The portion of the route west of 
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: U.S. Highway (US) 160

Walsenburg over La Veta Pass to Alamosa and over Wolf Creek Pass to southwestern Colorado was also identified a 
major highway project of the CHD that “reflected new safety standards of  the 1930s” (Autobee and Dobson-Brown 
2003: E-58).  More recently, the MPS states that in 1979 a resurfacing project between Durango and Hesperus used 
a new asphalt recycling process for portion of work (Autobee and Dobson-Brown 2003: E-61).
    
(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: U.S. Highway (US) 160

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: U.S. Highway (US) 160

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

US 160 is classified as a Cultural Route and an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A 
Under Transportation, the route of current US 160 west of Walsenburg is noted for its use as an early Native 
American trail and followed the Spanish Trail.  Its origins as a road began in the late 1880s first as a stage coach 
route then as route 15 by 1908, prior to the formation of the Colorado Highway Department (CHD).  Subsequent 
work on the entire route represents efforts of the CHD to open the southern portion of the state by crossing the 
continental divide/San Juan Mountains to link the southeastern and southwestern portions of the state.  As such, 
US 160 is an example of a prominent project by the CHD at the state level in the area of Transportation.  The 
highway also provided direct and important east-west connections through the San Luis Valley providing a vital link 
as a farm-to-market road for conveying agricultural goods to market centers and other prominent transportation 
corridors within the region and state.  As such, this highway possesses significance in the area of Transportation at 
the state level for providing early access to southern Colorado and at the local level for its role in facilitating 
agricultural development under Criterion A.

US 160 west of Walsenburg over La Veta Pass to Alamosa and over Wolf Creek Pass were also identified in the 
MPS as subject to improvements under federal work relief programs.  These portions of US 160 possesses 
significance in the area of Politics/Government at the state level under Criterion A.  In addition, the route possesses 
significance under Entertainment/Recreation at the state level because it provided direct access to Mesa Verde 
National Park and was specifically promoted as the route to reach this important tourist destination.  

Criterion B
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.

Criterion C
The early history of this highway serves as an example of a prominent infrastructure project by the CHD.  
According to the MPS, the portion of the route west of Walsenburg over La Veta Pass to Alamosa and over Wolf 
Creek Pass to southwestern Colorado was a major highway project of the CHD that also reflected new safety 
standards of the 1930s in addition to reflecting federal work relief improvements.  As an Engineered Route, US 160 
appears to possess significance at the state level through its design, exemplifying bold engineering solutions and 
application of safety standards during the 1930s to address the challenges associated with constructing highways 
in mountainous terrain and challenging site conditions. 

Criterion D
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Highway Name: U.S. Highway (US) 160

construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.
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Highway Name: U.S. Highway (US) 160
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 165

Highway Location:

Counties: Custer, Pueblo
Length (Miles): 36.675

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

One Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory form for previously recorded segments of this highway (5PE4423) was 
identified in Compass.  SH 165 (5PE4423) was previously evaluated for National Register of Historic places (National 
Register) listing and determined not eligible in 2004.  The route of Old San Isabel Road (5PE.4415) does not 
correspond to the current alignment of SH 165.  Similarly, the Second Mace Trail (5CR.41) is a nine-mile trail that 
extends from SH 165 to the town of Beulah but does not carry a portion of SH 165.  

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

165A From SH 96-A southwest of Wetmore southeast via San Isabel and Rye To I 25-A east of 
Colorado City

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

5CR.41 1/1/1976 SECOND MACE TRAIL

5PE.4415 Field eligible 11/12/2003 OLD SAN ISABEL ROAD

5PE.4423.1 Officially not eligible>Field 
not eligible

02/19/2004>01/14/2004 HIGHWAY 165 (SEGMENT), SH165, 
ROUTE 35

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 165

Historical Data:

SH 165 is approximately 37 miles long and extends in a westerly/northwesterly direction from Interstate(I)-25, near 
Colorado City, through Rye, and  ends at SH 96.  The highway travels through the San Isabel National Forest and its 
setting is primarily mountainous.   

Historically, the trails, highways, and rural roads that made up the transportation network in this region facilitated 
travel and also made possible the transfer and distribution of the region’s agricultural products.  Settlement in this 
part of the state occurred in the early 1800s as a result of regional trade along the Santa Fe and Cherokee Trails, 
whose routes generally followed the Arkansas River Valley and subsequently formed portions of the route of present-
day US 50. The community of Beulah was first established in the 1860s and was one of the earliest settlements in the 
area.  Pueblo was established in 1870 and became a regional center of trade and industry due to its proximity to 
mining, agricultural areas, and New Mexico.  The community of Rye was officially incorporated in 1937 but the 
community dates to the 1870s [Wyckoff 1999: 144-145; Pueblo.org 2014; Mitchell 2012).  

Historic state highway maps indicate that a road along the general alignment of the southern half of present-day SH 
165 was in place by 1919; at that time the road only extended between present-day I-25 and SH 78.  Previous 
inventory forms indicate that the original road was built and maintained by the U.S. Forest Service and the Bureau of 
Public Roads.  SH 165 was designated by 1926 and extended between present-day I-25 (U.S. Highway [US] 85 at 
the time) and SH 96.  The town of Crow served as its eastern terminus for many years.  By the mid-1950s the route 
was turned back so that it only extended between present-day I-25 and Rye.  However, the route was gradually 
extended north again until it connected with SH 96 in 1957.  State highways, farm-to-market roads, and small local 
connector roads served to link major regional transportation corridors, towns, and cities.  SH 165 provided a link 
between US 85 (I-25), a major north-south cross-state route, and SH 96, a major east-west route across the region.  
This road served as a local connector road and functioned as one component of the overall regional transportation 
network to provide connections to other roads and common local destinations.    

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 165

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 165

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 165 is classified an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A
Research did not indicate that this highway is an example of an early or prominent project by the Colorado Highway 
Department or was built or improved as part of a Depression-era federal work relief project.  Although this highway 
historically served as a link between U.S. Highway 85 (I-25) and SH 96 no evidence suggests that it served as an 
important transportation corridor; it rather served as a local connector between two other major routes.  No 
evidence was found to suggest it served as an important farm-to-market road linking an agricultural region with its 
market nor does it possess a direct association to mining or other industrial activities.  As such, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion A.  
     
Criterion B
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.

Criterion C
Research and literature review yielded no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering 
design or construction techniques that serve to distinguish this highway from other roads and does not appear to 
exhibit important engineering innovations or important later modifications.  The highway’s design and construction 
appear to fall within the established standard practices of state highway design and construction of the time and the 
highway does not possess significance under Criterion C.  
   
Criterion D
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 165
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 167

Highway Location:

Counties: Otero, Crowley
Length (Miles): 4.86

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

No Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms for previously recorded segments of this highway were identified in 
Compass.    

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

167A From SH 96-B west of Olney Springs South To a County Road JJ.00 South of Fowler

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

None No previously recorded 
segments are found on or 
adjacent to this highway

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 167

Historical Data:

SH 167 is approximately five miles long and extends south from SH 96 and crosses U.S. Highway (US) 50 in the 
town of Fowler.  The highway follows Grant Avenue in Fowler west to County Road 2 and then turns south to extend 
to its southern terminus near County Road JJ.       

Historically, the trails, highways, and rural roads that made up the transportation network in southeastern Colorado 
facilitated travel through this sparsely-populated region and also made possible the transfer and distribution of the 
region’s agricultural products. Settlement in this part of the state occurred in the early 1800s in part as a result of 
regional trade along the Santa Fe and Cherokee Trails, whose routes generally followed the Arkansas River Valley 
and subsequently formed portions of the route of present-day US 50. The Santa Fe Trail was the earliest major east-
west route through this region and remained as such until the 1920s when highways such as former SH 100 (current 
US 160) and present-day US 287, US 350 and US 385, the major north-south arteries in this region, provided access 
to previously remote areas in the far southeastern corner of the state.  

Southeastern Colorado boasted the largest cattle industry in the state during the late nineteenth century.  Due to the 
arid climate, in the late nineteenth and twentieth century irrigation canals were constructed in the region to facilitate 
agriculture that included wheat, hay, oats, corn, sugar beets, watermelon, cantaloupe, and other crops.  The entry of 
the Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fe Railroad into Colorado during the late nineteenth century resulted in the 
settlement and growth of towns like La Junta, Las Animas, Lamar, Granada, and Holly, which prospered by providing 
a direct link for conveying commercial and agricultural goods between towns and larger markets.  The town of Folwer 
was incorporated in 1900 with a population of 150.  The town gradually expanded over the next few decades with 
businesses, churches, and a lumberyard and eventually developed into a shipping point for livestock and poultry, 
especially.  During the early twentieth century, farm-to-market roads were constructed to link rural areas and small 
towns with regional market centers (Noel et al 1994: 25, 29; Wyckoff 1999: 167-170; Colorado State Planning 
Commission 1941: 306; Town of Fowler).  

Historic state highway maps indicate that SH 167 was designated by 1926 with its southern terminus at US 50.  The 
highway was extended south through Fowler to its current southern terminus in 1939.  State highways, farm-to-
market roads, small local connector roads like SH 167 served to link more remote areas and small towns with the 
major regional transportation corridors, towns, and cities; however, research and review of historic mapping does not 
indicate that this highway provided direct access to destinations related to important historic themes.  SH 167 served 
as one of several local connector roads within the area that linked US 50 and SH 96 with Fowler to form the local 
transportation network providing connections to other roads and common destinations.  
  
(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 167

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 167

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 167 is classified an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A
Research did not indicate that this highway is an example of an early or prominent project by the Colorado Highway 
Department (CHD) or was built or improved as part of a Depression-era federal work relief project.  Present-day SH 
167 is a short connector route and historically served to provide a connection between Fowler, SH 96, and US 
Highway 50, two major regional transportation corridors.  Although located within an agricultural region, this 
highway did not function as a main transportation route for providing direct connectivity as a farm-to-market road 
between an important agricultural region and its market.  As such, it does not possess significance under Criterion 
A.      

Criterion B
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.

Criterion C
This highway is not considered to be an early or prominent project of the CHD.  Research and literature review 
yielded no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering design or construction techniques 
that serve to distinguish this highway from other roads and does not appear to exhibit important engineering 
innovations or important later modifications.  The highway’s design and construction appear to fall within the 
established standard practices of state highway design and construction of the time and the highway does not 
possess significance under Criterion C.  
   
Criterion D
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 167
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 170

Highway Location:

Counties: Boulder
Length (Miles): 7.019

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

No Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms for previously recorded segments of this highway were identified in 
Compass.  

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

170A From Eldorado Springs East To North of SH 36B at the Superior Louisville City Limit

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

None No previously recorded 
segments are found on or 
adjacent to this highway

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 170

Historical Data:

SH 170 begins at the town of Eldorado Springs and travels east through Marshall to U.S. Highway (US) 36 where it 
parallels US 36 until the Superior/Louisville exit.  The total distance is 7.019 miles.

The current alignment of SH 170 from Marshall west to Eldorado Springs existed on early topographical maps as a 
wagon road, but was unnamed and unnumbered (USGS). Originally designated SH 398, it was brought into the state 
system in 1950, and paved by 1954 (Salek).  By 1977, SH 398 was decommissioned and the route from Marshall 
was extended to Eldorado Springs and re-numbered SH 170 (Salek; USGS).  

SH 170 was designated a State Highway in the 1920s.  By 1930, the alignment of SH 170 followed the current route 
of SH 7 from US 85 east to US 6 (Salek).  By 1939, the alignment changed, and SH 170 started from the current US 
287 and traveled west via Superior to Marshall and northwest to Boulder. The segment from Marshall to Boulder was 
paved by 1947.  By 1954 the segment from Marshall to Boulder was renumbered as SH 93. In 1951 the segment of 
SH 170 from the junction of SH 93 was realigned.  It went west from US 287 south of Lafayette, through Superior to 
Marshall (Project S0014 (1)).  By 1965, the section of SH 170 east of the US 36 turnpike was no longer designated a 
state highway.  The segments near Superior and Marshall have been widened and there was some realignment with 
the interchange with US 36 (project C07-0170-03).  

The historic themes for Boulder County include coal and mineral mining and agriculture. Boulder was founded as a 
supply town for the gold mining communities up Boulder Canyon.  Gold was first discovered west of Boulder in 1859. 
Coal mining began in the 1860s and lasted until the mid 1930s.  Gold and coal mining industries relied extensively on 
railroads to transport materials to and from the mines.  However, wagon and later, automobile roads, also provided 
transportation of the workers and materials to the mining fields and to the towns where the workers lived.  Shortly 
after the arrival of prospectors, settlers established farms and ranches, organized and built irrigation systems, and 
founded communities and communal agricultural societies.  These agricultural communities helped supply the mining 
communities of the gold and coal industry and provided a thriving economy for the region (Wolfenbarger 2008: E-1).  

SH 170 traverses the coal mining area of Marshall and Superior.  However, SH 170 did not extend to Marshall and 
Superior until 1939.  Its use as a transportation corridor to these mines did not come until after the development of 
coal mining.  The Colorado & Southern Railroad served Marshall until 1932.  By 1946, the Rocky Mountain Fuel 
Company, which owned most of the mines, had declared bankruptcy and coal mining was no longer viable in the 
town of Marshall (Sampson 2008: 2).  Therefore, SH 170 does not have an important association with the 
development of coal mining in the area.  However, SH 170 was an important corridor for local residents for their 
agricultural products, although segments east of US 36 have since been removed from the highway designation. The 
segment between Marshall and Superior, still extant, would have been associated with this agricultural history. 

Tourism is also a prominent historic theme for  Boulder County. With the decline of mining in the mountain 
communities west of Boulder, and rise of the late 19th century tourist travel, many former mining towns relied on 
tourists for their livelihood. While the improvement of roads for the purpose of tourism was successful in attracting 
new visitors to the region and provided a new industry for towns that otherwise would have disappeared (Abele, 
1998: E-7), this was not the case for Eldorado Springs and SH 170.  Eldorado Springs developed in 1904 when the 
Moffat Lakes Resort Company formed the Eldorado Springs Resort, opening in 1906 with a swimming pool fed by the 
artesian springs (Noel and Corson 1999: 77).  By 1908, the Interurban Railway connected Denver and other larger 
cities to the area. The height of popularity for the resort was in the 1910s and 1920s with over 40,000 people visiting 
the swimming pools, cabins, hiking trails, ballroom, and stables.  However, the interurban railway was discontinued in 
1926.  A 1938 flood and a fire the next year destroyed many of the facilities and the resort had difficulties staying 
open (Noel and Corson 1999: 79).  The high point of the resort was in the 1920s and the railroad helped establish 
and maintain its importance. SH 398 (later SH 170) which was designated as a State Highway in 1950, did not 
provide an important transportation link to the resort during its early development or the height of its popularity. Thus 
it is does not have an important association under the themes of Industry or Entertainment/Recreation.  

The road is not associated with the historic themes of recreation and mining in this region, but it does have a 
significant association under Transportation as a farm to market road identified in the MPS as an important link for 
local farmers and ranchers.  The route of SH 170 until the mid 1950s provided one of the only highway links between 
the communities of Superior, Marshall, and Boulder. Although the railroad was more important in the development of 
coal and tourism in this region, SH 170 provided the only automobile access for farmers and ranchers after the 
railroad stopped operating.  A review of sources did not reveal that the current route of SH 170 represents important 
road engineering achievements. 
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 170

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 170

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 170

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 170 is classified as an Engineered route under the classification system in the MPS.    

Criterion A 
As an Engineered Route, SH 170  possesses significance under Criterion A for Transportation at the local level as 
a farm to market road for its role in agricultural development.  This highway is a farm to market subtype used by 
farmers and ranchers in Superior, Marshall, and other communities to transport goods and products to and from 
larger markets. Although the highway accessed coal mining communities, it does not appear to have a direct and 
important association with coal mining. In addition, the access to the tourist resort at Eldorado Springs via the 
highway occurred after the decline of a railroad that was more important in the development of tourism for this 
resort.  Therefore SH 170 is not significant in the area of Industry related to mining or in the area of 
Entertainment/Recreation related to tourism.

Criterion B 
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.  

Criterion C 
As a representative example, a state highway that exhibits physical features indicative of an important type or 
subtype identified in the MPS reflecting its original design or important variation may possess significance.   A state 
highway may also possess significance for particularly important engineering achievements.  

SH 170 is not considered to be an early or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department.  Research and 
literature review yielded no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering design or 
construction techniques that serve to distinguish this highway from other roads and does not appear to exhibit 
important engineering innovations or important later modifications.  The highway’s design and construction appear 
to fall within the established standard practices of state highway design and construction of the time and the 
highway does not possess significance under Criterion C.  

Criterion D 
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 170

170.jpg
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 172

Highway Location:

Counties: La Plata
Length (Miles): 24.489

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

No Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms for previously recorded segments of this highway were identified in 
Compass.  

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

172A From the New Mexico State Line North via Ignacio To SH 160-A Southeast of Durango

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

None No previously recorded 
segments are found on or 
adjacent to this highway

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 172

Historical Data:

SH 172 is approximately 25 miles long and extends between the New Mexico state line and the junction with U.S. 
Highway (US) 160 just east of Durango.  Southwestern Colorado is a generally mountainous region that owes much 
of its history to mining.  The earliest transportation corridors in southwest Colorado were wagon roads that often 
followed trails established by Native Americans, explorers, fur trappers, and traders; however, the early history of this 
highway is not associated with a known trail or a subsequent important wagon route.  The Colorado Gold Rush of 
1859 brought an influx of people to Colorado’s southwestern region in search of fortune and led to the establishment 
of mining camps through the area to supply activities at the mines and those working in the mines.  Most mining 
areas are located to the north of SH 172 where early roads in the region were often built to serve and connect mining 
camps with nearby mining districts and to provide local access between communities for the movement of people and 
the transfer of commercial and agricultural goods  (Ubbelohde et al 2006; 175-177; Wyckoff 1999; 53, Colorado State 
Planning Commission 1941; 423-425). 

The southern border of Colorado surrounding SH 172 is characterized by arid sage- and grass-covered hills used for 
grazing livestock.  The area also features mesas, canyons, and foothills.  The Ute Mountain Reservation and 
Southern Ute Reservation are also located in this area.  These reservations are comprised of approximately 16,000 
acres of farmland and grazing land.  SH 172 passes through Ignacio, which was historically a center for trade for the 
surrounding farming community.  The western terminus for the route is near Durango, which was established in 1880 
after the Rio Grande Railroad extended its line through the area.  Surrounded by coal and agricultural land, Durango 
became a major supply center within the area.  (Carter and Mehls 1984: 138-141; Colorado State Planning 
Commission 1941; 358-361).  The Good Roads Movement and founding of the Colorado Highway Department in the 
first decades of the twentieth century led to the establishment of a highway network throughout the region and state 
(Carter and Mehls 1984: 138-141; Colorado State Planning Commission 1941; 358-361).  

Historic state highway maps indicate that SH 172 was established in 1934 and extended southeasterly from US 160 
through Ignacio and then followed a stair-step pattern to Arboles that generally follows its current alignment.  
According to Salek, SH 172 was paved southeast to Ignacio by 1954 and the entire route was paved by 1960.  SH 
172 was rerouted by 1972 so that south from Ignacio it extended directly to the New Mexico border.

Research, literature review, and historic mapping does not indicate that this highway provided direct access to 
destinations related to important historic themes.  Instead, this is served as a local connector road to link major 
regional transportation corridors and facilitate the transfer of goods as well as travel within the overall region.  As 
such, SH 172 functioned as one component of the overall regional transportation network to provide connections to 
other roads and local destinations.       

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 172

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 172

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 172 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A
SH 172 was established in the mid-1930s, after the establishment and formative years of the Colorado Highway 
Department (CHD) and does not represent an early or prominent project completed by the CHD that possesses 
significance.  Research did not indicate the road was built or improved as part of a Depression-era federal relief 
program.  Although SH 172 passes through grazing land used for livestock raising and its alignment was once 
stair-stepped like so many farm-to-market roads, no evidence suggests that it served as an important farm-to-
market road or was pivotal in the transfer of agricultural goods or livestock within the region.  As such, this road 
does not possess significance under Criterion A.        

Criterion B
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.

Criterion C
Research and literature review yielded no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering 
design or construction techniques that serve to distinguish this highway from other roads within the mountainous 
southwest region and it does not appear to exhibit important engineering innovations or important later 
modifications.  The highway’s design and construction appear to fall within the established standard practices of 
state highway design and construction of the time and the highway does not possess significance under Criterion 
C.   

Criterion D
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 172
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 177

Highway Location:

Counties: Arapahoe, Douglas
Length (Miles): 6.373

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

No Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms for previously recorded segments of this highway were identified in 
Compass.    

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

177A From SH 470-A south of Denver North via University Blvd To SH 285-D at Hampden Ave

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

None No previously recorded 
segments are found on or 
adjacent to this highway

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 177

Historical Data:

SH 177 (South University Boulevard) starts north of Highlands Ranch (an unincorporated community south of C 470 
in the southern part of metro Denver) and continues north through the communities of Centennial, Greenwood 
Village, and Cherry Hills Village, ending at U.S. Highway (US) 285 (Hampden Avenue) for a total distance of 6.373 
miles. The relevant historical themes for this highway include residential subdivision development in the Denver 
metro area between 1940 and 1965 and the early agricultural development of Douglas County and Sedalia, as well 
as the development of Littleton, the county seat of Arapahoe County.  

SH 177 is first noted on a state highway map in January 1929, connecting Littleton to a point east of Sedalia as an 
alternate route east of the Great North South Highway (SH 1).  The route has changed significantly through the 
years. Originating in Littleton, SH 177 followed the Daniels Park Road to Sedalia, which is no longer part of the state 
highway. A portion of Daniels Park Road between C 470 and the southern edge of Highlands Ranch has been 
destroyed by subdivision development.  At its longest, the route extended from Sedalia to as far north as York Street 
and Brighton Boulevard through the metro area for a total distance of about 24.5 miles. This was reduced to Colfax 
Avenue in 1954, to the Valley Highway near Buchtel Boulevard in 1960, and finally to Hampden Avenue, the current 
northern terminus, in 1963. The original southern portion between Littleton and Sedalia disappears from state maps 
in 1954, indicating the removal of this portion because US 85 provided the same connection. The following year, 
Interstate 25 provided freeway access between Denver and Castle Rock, a short distance from Sedalia. 

The road is constructed as a straight north-south line except for a section between East Orchard Road and East 
Arapahoe Road where the road veers to the northeast to cross Dry Creek and avoid deKoevend Park. Three bridges 
on the highway date to the 1960s: F-17-AC (1968); F-17-AB (1965), and F-17-AA (1965). 

Historically, SH 177 connected Littleton and Sedalia in rural Douglas County, but other routes (the North-South 
Highway and US 85) also connected the two communities and this highway is considered to be secondary to those in 
terms of historic importance. The initial purpose of this highway, to connect Littleton in Arapahoe County, to Sedalia 
in Douglas County, is no longer served by the current route. The highway is a truncated version of a route that used 
to run through the metro area.  The route is also associated with the growth and development of residential 
subdivisions in Cherry Hills Village (incorporated in 1945), Greenwood Village (1950), and Centennial (2000) . 

A review of sources did not reveal that this route represents important road engineering achievements, an important 
road type or subtype identified in the MPS, or that it served to provide an important connection to markets or 
facilitated development of these communities are part of the suburban growth of the southern part of the Denver 
metropolitan area after World War II.

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 177

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 177

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 177 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A 
As an Engineered Route, SH 177 does not possess significance under Criterion A.  Research failed to indicate this 
highway has a direct association with a historical theme important in Colorado history, or that it represents an early 
or prominent road construction project of the Colorado Highway Department (CHD), or the connections it provides 
inform any subsequent highway improvements.  As a secondary highway that served local traffic between Sedalia 
and Littleton, the highway is not associated with a historically important theme or event. length was shortened when 
US 85/87 became the primary highway for the southern Denver metro area. The current highway is associated with 
the post-World War II growth of communities such as Cherry Hills Village, Greenwood Village, and Centennial. 
However, research failed to indicate this highway has a direct and important association with the development of 
this part of the metropolitan area after World War II. As such, the highway does not possess significance as an 
early engineered highway under Criterion A.   

Criterion B  
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.  

Criterion C 
As a representative example, a state highway that exhibits physical features indicative of an important type or 
subtype identified in the MPS reflecting its original design or important variation may possess significance.   A state 
highway may also possess significance for particularly important engineering achievements.  

This highway is not considered to be an early or prominent project of the CHD and it can no longer convey 
significance as an early highway due to a decrease of the original highway length between 1954 and 1963.  
Research and literature review yielded no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering 
design or construction techniques that serve to distinguish this highway from other roads and it does not appear to 
exhibit important engineering innovations or important later modifications.  The highway’s design and construction 
appear to fall within the established standard practices of state highway design and construction of the time and the 
highway does not possess significance under Criterion C. 

Criterion D 
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 177
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 183

Highway Location:

Counties: Bent
Length (Miles): 1

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms for previously recorded properties adjacent to segments of this highway 
includes 5BN.117.  This site form is available in Compass and includes the Fort Lyon Historic District, which is listed in 
the National Register of Historic Places and located at the southern end but outside the corridor for SH 183.     

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

183A From SH 50-B east of Las Animas South To the Fort Lyon Veterans Hospital at CO RD (HH)

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

None No previously recorded 
segments are found on or 
adjacent to this highway

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

5BN.117 Fort Lyon Historic District Listed on National Register
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 183

Historical Data:

SH 183 is a two-lane paved roadway located east of Las Animas.  The northern terminus of the highway begins at 
U.S. Highway (US) 50 and extends south intersecting with County Road HH at the entrance of historic Fort Lyon – a 
distance of one mile.  Fort Wise (later renamed Fort Lyon) was established in 1860 along the Santa Fe Trail 
(generally the route of current US 50) as an army fort and served in that capacity until 1888.  Fort Lyon was located 
along the Fort Wallace/Fort Lyon Road, an important north-south transportation route between Fort Lyon and Fort 
Wallace along the South Fork of the Republican River in northwestern Kansas.  Soldiers from both forts patrolled the 
route and also served as escorts for commercial wagons, state coach runs, and mail carriers.  The army post 
consisted of a central parade ground, officer’s row, company quarters, and a headquarters building.  Between 1907 
and 1922, Fort Lyon was used as a Navy tuberculosis treatment facility.  From 1922 to 1956 the property was 
transformed into a veteran’s hospital for treating neuro-psychiatric patients (Fort Lyon Historic District Nomination).  

SH 183 first appears on state highway maps in 1934.  The short one-mile roadway was paved in 1940 and served as 
a direct connection between US 50 and Fort Lyon.  Previously, topographic maps through 1948 show a road (non-
extant) extending to the northwest from the fort and connecting to a road near the current location of US 50.  By 1954 
the topographic map indicates that current SH 183 and the entrance road to Fort Lyon (which is listed as a 
contributing resource in the nomination) both designated as SH 183 providing direct access to US 50 and named Fort 
Lyon Road (Historic Aerials, Inc. 2015).  In 2002 ownership of Fort Lyon was transferred from the Veteran’s 
Administration to the Colorado Department of Corrections and SH 183 continues to provide a local connection 
between the low-security prison and US 50.  (Lingo et al 2003: Section 8, 66)  

SH 183 is a short one-mile road segment located in southeastern Colorado.  The environment in this region consists 
of arid grasslands and canyons and includes the Arkansas River Valley consisting of the Arkansas River and its 
tributaries.  Settlement occurred in the early 1800s as a result of regional trade along the Santa Fe and Cherokee 
Trails, whose routes generally followed the Arkansas River Valley corridor and subsequently formed portions of the 
route of present-day US 50.  Early mapping of the region show territorial roads connecting early military garrisons 
and trade centers like Fort Wise, Bent’s Fort and Trinidad that served as trade routes.  

Historically, the trails, highways, and rural roads that made up the transportation network in southeastern Colorado 
facilitated travel through this sparsely-populated region and also made possible the transfer and distribution of the 
region’s agricultural products.  The Santa Fe Trail was the earliest major east-west route through this region and 
remained as such until the 1920s highways such as former SH 100 (current US 160), the second major east-west 
route, and present-day US 287, US 350 and US 385, the major north-south arteries in this region, provided access to 
previously remote areas in the far southeastern corner of the state.  

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 183

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 183

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 183 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A
Under Criterion A, research did not indicate that this highway is an example of an early or prominent project by the 
Colorado Highway Department (CHD) or was built or improved as part of a Depression-era federal work relief 
project.  While the SH 183 does not appear to be associated with the history of Fort Lyon during its role as a 
military garrison, the initial development and designation of SH 183 by 1939 replaced earlier routes that provided 
direct access from the facility to US 50 during the period it served as a veteran’s hospital.  As such, this highway is 
significant in the area of Transportation and Military for its role in providing direct access to a military veteran’s 
home at the state level under Criterion A.

Criterion B
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.

Criterion C
Under Criterion C, this highway is not considered to be an early or prominent project of the CHD.  Research and 
literature review yielded no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering design or 
construction techniques that serve to distinguish this highway from other roads and does not appear to exhibit 
important engineering innovations or important later modifications.  The highway’s design and construction appear 
to fall within the established standard practices of state highway design and construction of the time and the 
highway does not possess significance under Criterion C. 

Criterion D
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 183
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 184

Highway Location:

Counties: Montezuma
Length (Miles): 25.678

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

No Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms were identified for previously recorded segments of this highway.  
The Mancos and Rico Wagon Road (5MT.11754) is in the vicinity of present-day SH 184 and was previously identified 
as field eligible.  However, the Mancos and Rico Wagon Road is abandoned and does not directly correlate to the 
existing route of SH 184.    

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

184A From SH 49-B north of Cortez East To SH 145A west of Dolores

184B From SH 145-A west of Dolores southeast To SH 160-D (Mancos Bus Rt)

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

5MT.11754 Field eligible 9/2/2001 MANCOS AND RICO WAGON ROAD

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 184

Historical Data:

SH 184 is approximately 26 miles long and consists of two discontinuous segments.  The eastern segment extends 
from the intersection with U.S. Highway (US) 160/Grand Avenue in Mancos north to SH 145 near Dolores.  The 
western segment continues north from a point along SH 145 just west of the eastern segment and extends west to 
US 491.  Southwestern Colorado is a generally mountainous region that owes much of its history to mining.  The 
earliest transportation corridors in southwest Colorado were wagon roads that often followed trails established by 
Native Americans, explorers, fur trappers, and traders.  The Colorado Gold Rush of 1859 brought an influx of people 
to Colorado’s southwestern region in search of fortune and led to the establishment of mining camps through the 
area to supply activities at the mines and those working in the mines.  Located to the north of SH 184 are towns like 
Silverton, Placerville, and Ouray, which began as mining camps and supply centers for mining districts. The eastern 
terminus for SH 184 is located just west of Durango.  Durango was established in 1880 after the Rio Grande Railroad 
extended its line through the area.  Surrounded by coal and agricultural land, Durango became a major supply center 
within the area.  Toward the western end of SH 184 is the town of Dolores, which is surrounded by grazing pastures 
and ranch land where livestock-raising persists (Colorado State Planning Commission 1941; 141, 426; Ubbelohde et 
al 2006; 175-177).  The early history of this highway does not have an association with a known trail or important 
regional mining activities.   

Early roads within the region were built to connect mining camps with mining districts, which are generally located to 
the north of SH 184.  The popularity of the automobile increased dramatically throughout the state between 1910 and 
1920. The Good Roads Movement and founding of the Colorado Highway Department in the first decades of the 
twentieth century led to the establishment of a highway network throughout the region and state (Carter and Mehls 
1984: 138-141).  Historic state highway maps indicate that a railroad along the general corridor of present-day SH 
184 was in place by 1916.  By 1939 a vehicular road with a stair-stepped pattern was located along the general 
corridor of present-day SH 184 and included a short spur south of Mancos that is no longer in use.  According to 
Salek, most of the route was turned back by 1954 for about half its length to a nine-mile segment extending north of 
Mancos.  By 1978 the route was extended northwest to Dolores and along a segment previously designated SH 147 
to Lewis at present-day US 491.   

State highways, farm-to-market roads, and small local connector roads served to link major regional transportation 
corridors and facilitate the transfer of goods as well as travel within the region.  SH 184 provided connections to other 
roads and to typical local and regional destinations.  Research, literature review, and historic mapping does not 
indicate that this highway provided direct access to destinations related to important historic themes and functioned 
as one component of the overall regional transportation.       

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 184

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 184

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 184 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A
The SH 184 corridor was not established as a vehicular route until 1939 and does not represent an early or 
prominent project completed by the Colorado Highway Department that possesses significance under Criterion A.  
No evidence was found that indicates the current route of SH 184 corresponds to the former roadbed for the 
Mancos-Rico Wagon Road.  Research did not indicate the road was built or improved as part of a Depression-era 
federal work relief program.  Although SH 184 passes through ranch land no evidence suggested that it served as 
an important farm-to-market road or was pivotal in the transfer of agricultural goods or livestock within the region.  
In addition, research did not indicate that the road has an important association to mining or industry that 
distinguishes it from other roads in the region.  As such, it does not possess significance under Criterion A.        

Criterion B
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.

Criterion C
Research and literature review yielded no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering 
design or construction techniques that serve to distinguish this highway from other roads within the mountainous 
southwest region and it does not appear to exhibit important engineering innovations or important later 
modifications.  The highway’s design and construction appear to fall within the established standard practices of 
state highway design and construction of the time and the highway does not possess significance under Criterion 
C.   

Criterion D
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 184

184.jpg
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 194

Highway Location:

Counties: Otero, Bent
Length (Miles): 20.172

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

No Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms for previously recorded segments of this highway were identified in 
Compass.    

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

194A From SH 109-A North of La Junta East To SH 50-B North of Las Animas

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

None No previously recorded 
segments are found on or 
adjacent to this highway

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 194

Historical Data:

SH 194 is a two-lane paved roadway that generally parallels U.S. Highway (US) 50 between La Junta and Las 
Animas, along the north side of the Arkansas River that extends for approximately 20 miles.  The highway connects 
US 50, SH 109 and SH 266.

SH 194 first appears on state highway maps in 1939 as a spur leading west from US 50 on the north side of Las 
Animas.  State highway maps indicate that the spur was surfaced by 1941 and paved by 1947.  By 1949, SH 194 
extended further west to connect with SH 109 and SH 266, north of La Junta.  By 1958 the entire route was paved.  
Secondary sources indicate that the interchange with US 50 located north of Las Animas was constructed in 1972.   

Research and historical mapping does not indicate that SH 194 provided access to specific destinations, rather it 
served to provide access to other highways and comprised part of the local transportation network between La Junta 
and Las Animas.  Historically, the trails, highways, and rural roads that made up the transportation network in 
southeastern Colorado facilitated travel through this sparsely-populated region and also made possible the transfer 
and distribution of the region’s agricultural products.  The Santa Fe Trail was the earliest major transportation route 
through this region and remained as such until the 1920s when highways such as former SH 100 (current US 160), 
the second major transportation route, and present-day US 287, US 350 and US 385, the major north-south arteries 
in this region, provided access to previously remote areas in the far southeastern corner of the state.  

The entry of the Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fe Railroad into Colorado during the late nineteenth century resulted in 
the settlement and growth of additional towns like La Junta, Las Animas, Lamar, Granada, and Holly, which 
prospered by providing a direct link for conveying commercial and agricultural goods between towns and larger 
markets. During the early twentieth century, farm-to-market roads were constructed to link these rural areas with 
regional market centers, a trend that continued into subsequent decades. (Noel et al 1994: 25, 29; Wyckoff 1999: 
167-170)  

The current route SH 194 was developed relatively late and its initial development resulted in one of several regional 
connector roads between La Junta and Las Animas.  Research and review of historic mapping does not indicate that 
SH 194 served as a farm-to-market road or singularly provided direct access to destinations and transportation 
corridors related to important historic themes such as industry or commerce.  

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 194

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.

Mead & Hunt, Inc./Dill Historians LLC State Highway (SH) 194 - Page 3

*Information based on data from Compass provided by OAHP



Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 194

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 194 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A
Under Criterion A, research did not indicate that this highway is an example of an early or prominent project by the 
Colorado Highway Department (CHD), was built or improved as part of a Depression-era federal work relief project, 
or had a direct and important association with other important historical themes.  Historically, SH 194 served to 
provide access and connections to other state and county roads offering access to routine local and regional 
destinations and linked La Junta and Las Animas after US 50 was already in place.  The highway did not function 
as a main transportation route for providing direct connectivity as a farm-to-market road between an important 
agricultural region and its market.  As such, it does not possess significance under Criterion A.   

Criterion B
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.

Criterion C
Under Criterion C, this highway is not considered to be an early or prominent project of the CHD.  Research and 
literature review yielded no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering design or 
construction techniques that serve to distinguish this highway from other roads and does not appear to exhibit 
important engineering innovations or important later modifications.  The highway’s design and construction appear 
to fall within the established standard practices of state highway design and construction of the time and the 
highway does not possess significance under Criterion C. 

Criterion D   
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 194
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 196

Highway Location:

Counties: Bent, Prowers
Length (Miles): 8.885

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms for previously recorded segments of this highway include 5BN.1295 and 
5PW.439.  These site forms are available in Compass and include the entire route, with the conclusion that SH 196 is 
not historically significant and is not eligible for the National Register of Historic Places.   

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

196A From SH 50-B East of Hasty North and East To U.S. 287 South of Wiley in Prowers County

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

5BN.1295 Field not eligible

5PW.439 Field not eligible

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 196

Historical Data:

SH 196 is a two-lane paved local connector that extends from U.S. Highway (US) 50 north to McClave and then east 
to US 287 south of Wiley.  State highway maps indicate that SH 196 began in 1939 as a spur road off of what was 
then SH 169, extending from SH 169 north through Kornman to May Valley on the east side of present-day US 287.  
By 1951 SH 169 was expanded east through Hartman and south to US 50.  Based on right-of-way plans (undated), 
portions of the road east of Wiley toward Kornman were constructed as part of Federal Aid Project No. S0006(4).  SH 
169 was extended west of US 287 through McClave to Hasty in 1951 along an alignment designated SH 196 by 
1954.  Sections of the expanded route of SH 196 were decommissioned in 1968, 1970, and 2010 and what is left 
today is an 8.885-mile section that connects the communities of Wiley with US 50 via McClave.

SH 196 is a small local connector road located in southeastern Colorado.  The environment in this region of the state 
consists of arid grasslands and canyons and includes the Arkansas River Valley formed by the river and its 
tributaries.  Settlement occurred in the early 1800s as a result of regional trade along the Santa Fe and Cherokee 
Trails, whose routes generally followed the Arkansas River Valley corridor and subsequently formed portions of the 
route of present-day US 50.  Early mapping of the region shows territorial roads connecting early trade centers like 
Bent’s Fort and Trinidad.  Agricultural activities in this region of Colorado consisted of cattle-ranching and crops such 
as wheat, hay, oats, corn, sugar beets, watermelon, and cantaloupe.  The entry of the Atchison, Topeka, and Santa 
Fe Railroad into Colorado during the late nineteenth century resulted in the settlement and growth of additional towns 
like La Junta, Las Animas, Lamar, Granada, and Holly, which prospered by providing a direct link for conveying 
commercial and agricultural goods between towns and larger markets. During the early twentieth century, farm-to-
market roads were constructed to link these and other communities in rural areas with regional market centers. (Noel 
et al 1994: 25, 29; Wyckoff 1999: 167-170)  

The current route SH 196 was developed as one of several rural regional connector roads.  Research and review of 
historic mapping does not indicate that SH 196 served as a farm-to-market road or provided direct access to 
destinations and transportation corridors related to important historic themes such as industry or commerce.  

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 196

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 196

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 196 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A
Under Criterion A, research did not indicate that this highway is an example of an early or prominent project by the 
Colorado Highway Department (CHD), was built or improved as part of a Depression-era federal work relief project, 
or had a direct and important association with other important historical themes.  Present-day SH 196 is a short 
local connector road.  While it is historically associated with a longer stretch of highway, research found this route, 
like many others, historically served local communities by providing access to routine regional destinations.  
Literature review did not reveal that SH 196 provided direct access to destinations associated with important 
historical themes or that it functioned as a main transportation route, such as a farm-to-market road between an 
important agricultural region and its market.  As such, it does not possess significance under Criterion A.

Criterion B
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.

Criterion C
Under Criterion C, this highway is not considered to be an early or prominent project of the CHD.  Research and 
literature review yielded no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering design or 
construction techniques that serve to distinguish this highway from other roads and does not appear to exhibit 
important engineering innovations or important later modifications.  The highway’s design and construction appear 
to fall within the established standard practices of state highway design and construction of the time and the 
highway does not possess significance under Criterion C. 

Criterion D
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 196
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 202

Highway Location:

Counties: Otero
Length (Miles): 3.22

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

No Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms for previously recorded segments of this highway were identified in 
Compass.    

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

202A From SH 50-B in Rocky Ford south and west To CO RD 16 North and CO RD FF West of 
Rocky Ford

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

None No previously recorded 
segments are found on or 
adjacent to this highway

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 202

Historical Data:

SH 202 is two-lane paved segment of road on the west side of Rocky Ford that is just over three miles in length.  Its 
eastern terminus is U.S. Highway (US) 50 and its western terminus is its intersection with County Road 11.  Undated 
right-of-way plans for the highway indicate that work on the road occurred under Federal Aid Secondary (FAS) 
Project No. S0092(1).  Federal-Aid Highway projects were the result of the Federal-Aid Highway Act of 1944, which 
post-dates Depression-era federal work relief programs and was a common and typical funding program in which 
highways were constructed after 1944.  SH 202 first shows up on state highway maps in 1939 and was designated a 
state highway that same year.  State highway maps indicate the route was surfaced by 1941 and paved 1952.  

SH 202 is a connector road that extends west from Rocky Ford.  The Santa Fe Trail was the earliest major 
transportation route through this region.  Southeastern Colorado boasted the largest cattle industry in the state during 
the late nineteenth century and other agricultural activities including growing wheat, hay, oats, corn, sugar beets, 
watermelon, and cantaloupe.  The entry of the Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fe Railroad into Colorado during the late 
nineteenth century resulted in the settlement and growth of towns like La Junta, Las Animas, Lamar, and Granada, 
which served as shipping centers for conveying commercial and agricultural goods between towns and larger 
markets.  Rocky Ford was established in the 1880s when George W. Swink established a trading post along the 
Arkansas River.  Once the railroad extended through the area, located northwest of La Junta, Swink relocated the 
trading post to the present site of Rocky Ford and began agriculture experiments with watermelons.  By 1891 Swink 
was growing and shipping approximately 300 tons of watermelons per year.  His success attracted more farmers to 
the area and in the 1890s cantaloupes became a major crop shipped from Rocky Ford throughout Colorado and the 
nation.  Farm-to-market roads constructed during subsequent decades provided access between regional shipping 
centers and remote agricultural areas.  (Noel et al 1994: 25, 29; Wyckoff 1999: 167-170; Rocky Ford Growers 
Association 2015)  

SH 202 provided local access to Rocky Ford from the west.  However, research and review of historic mapping does 
not indicate that this highway singularly provided direct access to destinations related to important historic themes 
such as industry, agriculture, or commence.  SH 202 served as one of several local connector roads within the Rocky 
Ford area that comprises southeastern Colorado’s transportation network.  

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 202

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 202

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 202 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A
Under Criterion A, research did not indicate that this highway is an example of an early or prominent project by the 
Colorado Highway Department (CHD), was built or improved as part of a Depression-era federal work relief project, 
or had a direct and important association with other important historical themes.  Historically, SH 202 served to 
provide access and connections to local traffic via other roads in and near Rocky Ford offering access to routine 
local and regional destinations.  The highway did not function as a main transportation route for providing direct 
connectivity as a farm-to-market road between an important agricultural region and its market.  As such, it does not 
possess significance under Criterion A.   

Criterion B
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.

Criterion C
Under Criterion C, this highway is not considered to be an early or prominent project of the CHD.  Research and 
literature review yielded no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering design or 
construction techniques that serve to distinguish this highway from other roads and does not appear to exhibit 
important engineering innovations or important later modifications.  The highway’s design and construction appear 
to fall within the established standard practices of state highway design and construction of the time and the 
highway does not possess significance under Criterion C. 

Criterion D
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 202

202.jpg
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 207

Highway Location:

Counties: Crowley, Otero
Length (Miles): 5.919

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

No Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms for previously recorded segments of this highway were identified in 
Compass.  

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

207A From SH 50-B in Manzanola North To SH 96-B South of Crowley

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

None No previously recorded 
segments are found on or 
adjacent to this highway

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 207

Historical Data:

SH 207 is approximately six miles long and extends between U.S. Highway (US) 50 in Manzanola and SH 96 at 
Crowley in Southeastern Colorado.  The highway crosses the Arkansas River travels through a relatively flat, rural 
landscape surrounded by pasture and cropland.     

Historically, the trails, highways, and rural roads that made up the transportation network in southeastern Colorado 
facilitated travel through this sparsely-populated region and also made possible the transfer and distribution of the 
region’s agricultural products.  Settlement in this part of the state occurred in the early 1800s in part as a result of 
regional trade along the Santa Fe and Cherokee Trails, whose routes generally followed the Arkansas River Valley 
and subsequently formed portions of the route of present-day US 50.  Later, highways such as former SH 100 
(current US 160) and present-day US 287, US 350 and US 385, the major north-south arteries in this region, 
provided access to previously remote areas in the far southeastern corner of the state.  

Southeastern Colorado boasted the largest cattle industry in the state during the late nineteenth century.  Due to the 
arid climate, in the late nineteenth and twentieth century irrigation canals were constructed in the region to facilitate 
agriculture that included wheat, hay, oats, corn, sugar beets, watermelon, cantaloupe, and other crops.  The entry of 
the Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fe Railroad into Colorado during the late nineteenth century resulted in the 
settlement and growth of additional towns like La Junta, Las Animas, Lamar, Granada, and Holly, which prospered by 
providing a direct link for conveying commercial and agricultural goods between towns and larger markets.  The   
Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fe Railroad built a depot at Manzanola in 1913.  Like so many area towns, Manzanola 
became a center for agriculture, including apples, melons, and various vegetables.  During the early twentieth 
century, farm-to-market roads were constructed to link these rural areas with regional market centers (Noel et al 
1994: 25, 29; Wyckoff 1999: 167-170; Colorado State Planning Commission 1941: 306). 

Historic state highway maps indicate that SH 207 was constructed and designated in 1939.  The road was paved by 
1954 and its alignment appears to have remained relatively intact since that time.  State highways, farm-to-market 
roads, small local connector roads like SH 207 served to link more remote areas with the major regional 
transportation corridors, towns, and cities; however, research and review of historic mapping does not indicate that 
this highway provided direct access to destinations related to important historic themes.  SH 207 served as one of 
several local connector roads within the area that linked US 50 and SH 96 to form the regional transportation network 
that provided connections to other roads and common destinations.     
  
(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 207

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 207

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 207 is classified an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A
Research did not indicate that this highway is an example of an early or prominent project by the Colorado Highway 
Department (CHD) or was built or improved as part of a Depression-era federal work relief project.  Present-day SH 
207 is a short connector route and historically served to provide a connection between two major regional 
transportation corridors, SH 50 and SH 96.  Although located within an agricultural region, this highway did not 
function as a main transportation route for providing direct connectivity as a farm-to-market road between an 
important agricultural region and its market.  As such, it does not possess significance under Criterion A.      

Criterion B
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.

Criterion C
This highway is not considered to be an early or prominent project of the CHD.  Research and literature review 
yielded no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering design or construction techniques 
that serve to distinguish this highway from other roads and does not appear to exhibit important engineering 
innovations or important later modifications.  The highway’s design and construction appear to fall within the 
established standard practices of state highway design and construction of the time and the highway does not 
possess significance under Criterion C.  
   
Criterion D
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 207

207.jpg
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 209

Highway Location:

Counties: Pueblo
Length (Miles): 1.507

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

No Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms for previously recorded segments of this highway were identified in 
Compass.  

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

209A From SH 50-B North To SH 96-B in Boone

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

None No previously recorded 
segments are found on or 
adjacent to this highway

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 209

Historical Data:

SH 209 is approximately 1.5 miles long and extends between U.S. Highway (US) 50 and SH 96 at Boone in 
southeastern Colorado.  The highway crosses the Arkansas River and travels through a relatively flat, rural 
landscape surrounded by pasture and cropland.     

Historically, the trails, highways, and rural roads that made up the transportation network in southeastern Colorado 
facilitated travel through this sparsely-populated region and also made possible the transfer and distribution of the 
region’s agricultural products.  Settlement in this part of the state occurred in the early 1800s in part as a result of 
regional trade along the Santa Fe and Cherokee Trails, whose routes generally followed the Arkansas River Valley 
and subsequently formed portions of the route of present-day US 50.  Later, highways such as former SH 100 
(current US 160) and present-day US 287, US 350 and US 385, the major north-south arteries in this region, 
provided access to previously remote areas in the far southeastern corner of the state.  

Southeastern Colorado boasted the largest cattle industry in the state during the late nineteenth century.  Due to the 
arid climate, in the late nineteenth and twentieth century irrigation canals were constructed in the region to facilitate 
agriculture that included wheat, hay, oats, corn, sugar beets, watermelon, cantaloupe, and other crops.  The entry of 
the Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fe Railroad into Colorado during the late nineteenth century resulted in the 
settlement and growth of additional towns like La Junta, Las Animas, Lamar, Granada, and Holly, which prospered by 
providing a direct link for conveying commercial and agricultural goods between towns and larger markets.  The town 
of Boone was founded during the Pikes Peak Gold Rush in the late 1850s and early 1860s.  The town of Boone was 
first established as “Booneville” by Albert Gallatin Boone, grandson of Daniel Boone, who served as the first 
postmaster.  The Santa Fe Railroad also constructed a depot here circa the 1920s.  During the early twentieth 
century, farm-to-market roads were constructed to link remote areas with regional market centers (Noel et al 1994: 
25, 29; Wyckoff 1999: 167-170; Colorado State Planning Commission 1941: 306).  

Historic state highway maps indicate that SH 209 was designated in 1939 and originally extended northeast from SH 
96 at Boone.  By 1954 the route connected SH 96 and US 50 and no longer extended northeast of Boone.  State 
highways, farm-to-market roads, and small local connector roads like SH 209 served to link major regional 
transportation corridors, towns, and cities; however, research and review of historic mapping does not indicate that 
this highway provided direct access to destinations related to important historic themes.  SH 209 served as one of 
several local connector roads within the area that linked US 50 and SH 96 to form the regional transportation network 
to provide connections to other roads and common destinations.   
  
(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 209

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 209

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 209 is classified an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A
Research did not indicate that this highway is an example of an early or prominent project by the Colorado Highway 
Department (CHD) or was built or improved as part of a Depression-era federal work relief project.  Present-day SH 
209 is a short connector route and historically served to provide a connection between two major regional 
transportation corridors, SH 50 and SH 96.  Although located within an agricultural region, this highway did not 
function as a main transportation route for providing direct connectivity as a farm-to-market road between an 
important agricultural region and its market.  As such, it does not possess significance under Criterion A.      

Criterion B
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.

Criterion C
This highway is not considered to be an early or prominent project of the CHD.  Research and literature review 
yielded no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering design or construction techniques 
that serve to distinguish this highway from other roads and does not appear to exhibit important engineering 
innovations or important later modifications.  The highway’s design and construction appear to fall within the 
established standard practices of state highway design and construction of the time and the highway does not 
possess significance under Criterion C.  
   
Criterion D
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 209
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 224

Highway Location:

Counties: Adams
Length (Miles): 3.682

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

No Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms for previously recorded segments of this highway were identified in 
Compass.    

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

224A From SH 36-B North of Denver South and East To SH 6-H in Commerce City

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

None No previously recorded 
segments are found on or 
adjacent to this highway

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 224

Historical Data:

The current alignment of SH 224 starts at SH 53 (North Broadway) west of Interstate(I)-25, on East 70th Avenue. It 
continues east along 70th Avenue to Washington Street where it turns northeast to East 74th Avenue, crossing I-76.  
Its end point is US 85/6.  It parallels Clear Creek, and crosses the South Platte River, the Burlington Ditch, and the 
Union Pacific Railroad for a total length of 3.682 miles. 

The 1899 Willits Farm maps shows the Washington Street portion of SH 224 as Road No. 83 as it extends from 
Brighton Blvd. north to the Colorado Agricultural Ditch.  According to Matthew Salek, SH 224 entered into the 
highway system in 1939.  Originally, the highway extended from Sheridan Boulevard east to SH 185 (Washington 
Street) then east to York Street and south to Brighton Blvd (USGS, 1947).  By 1944, the section west of SH 185 was 
renumbered SH 382 (Salek, 2015).  By 1950, SH 224 headed directly north to the town of Welby.  By 1956, the 
western portion of SH 224 was cosigned as part of the Valley Highway (current I-25).  SH 224 extended into the 
Boulder Turnpike by 1963.  By 1965, the eastern portion from Washington Street was reconfigured, heading east to 
link into the I 80 South (now I-76) interchange and ending at US6/85 (USGS, 1965). 

Historically, SH 224 served as a connector to the farming communities north of Denver in Adams County to farm 
markets in Denver.  In 1937, the farming community of Welby and the Welby Community Improvement Association 
petitioned the Adams County Board of County Commissioners to oil the road to Denver (present day York Street as it 
feeds into Brighton Blvd) to improve the transportation of their crops to the Denver market (Wagner, 2002: 121).  A 
review of historic maps indicate that other market roads also served the Welby area including Brighton Blvd (SH 265) 
and Washington Street.  By the mid 1960s, SH 224 was reconfigured as a connector to the new transportation 
corridors of I-25 and I-76 and no longer served the farming communities. New development brought by these 
transportation projects contributed to the loss of many of the regional farms (Wagner, 2002: 121).  SH 224 was a 
secondary market road that served the north Denver/Adams County agricultural communities. 

State highways, farm-to-market roads and small local connector roads served to link more remote 
areas with the major regional transportation corridors, towns, and cities; however research and 
review of historic mapping does not indicate that this highway provided direct access to 
destinations related to important historic themes such as industry, agriculture, or commerce.  SH 
224 served as one of the several rural connector roads that together formed the transportation 
network in this area of the state. 

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state 
highway maps, the Highways of Colorado, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of 
Colorado's Highway System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic 
Places Multiple Property Submission, plans in the Online Transportation Information System 
(OTIS) and site forms for previously surveyed resources in Compass when available.)
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 224

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 224

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 224 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A
SH 224 is local highway that once served the farming community of Welby north of the Denver metropolitan area.  
As an Engineered Route, SH 224 does not possess significance under Criterion A. Research failed to indicate this 
highway has a direct association with a historical theme important in Colorado history, or that it represents an early 
or prominent road construction project of the Colorado Highway Department (CHD), or the connections it provides 
from any subsequent highway improvements.  Historically, SH 224 served to provide access and connections to 
within rural Adams County via other roads.  The highway did not function as a main transportation route or direct 
connectivity as a farm-to-market road between an important agricultural region and its market.  Since the mid 
1960s, SH 224 has served as a connector to transportation corridors of I-25, I-76 and US 85/6 for residents in 
southern Adams County and Commerce City and no longer is associated with the farms of Welby and southern 
Adams County.  As such, SH 224 does not possess significance under Criterion A.

Criterion B
Research did not reveal SH 224 to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in history, 
nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction of this 
highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does not 
possess significance under Criterion B.  

Criterion C
The historical significance of this highway was evaluated applying the registration requirements outlined in the 
MPS, which explains how a state highway would possess significance under Criterion C.  As a representative 
example, a state highway that exhibits physical features indicative of an important type or subtype identified in the 
MPS reflecting its original design or important variation may possess significance.   A state highway may also 
possess significance for particularly important engineering achievements.  

SH 224 is not considered to be an early or prominent project of the CHD. Research and literature review yielded no 
evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering design or construction techniques that serve to 
distinguish this highway from other roads and does not appear to exhibit important engineering innovations or 
important later modifications.  The highway’s design and construction appear to fall within the established standard 
practices of state highway design and construction of the time and the highway does not possess significance 
under Criterion C. 

Criterion D
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 224

significance under Criterion D.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 224

224.jpg
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 227

Highway Location:

Counties: Pueblo
Length (Miles): 1.862

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

One Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory form for previously recorded segments of this highway, 5PE.7982, was 
identified in Compass.  This evaluation included the entire extent of the highway and the National Register of Historic 
Places eligibility recommendation was not eligible since the highway served as a minor road for local traffic that has 
been severely truncated and has no historic significance.     

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

227A From SH 50-C East of Pueblo North To SH 96-A in Pueblo

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

5PE.7982 Not eligible State Highway 227

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 227

Historical Data:

SH 227 is just under two miles long and extends north from the United States (US) Highway 50 Business Route (BR) 
intersection just east of Pueblo to the intersection of  SH 96 at Joplin Avenue/4th Street in Pueblo.  The highway is 
located at the east edge of Pueblo and travels through an area with mixed land use that include, light industrial, 
recreational, rural, and residential at the northern end once the highway enters Pueblo.  

Historically, a number of trails and roads made up the transportation network in the area through which the highway 
passes that facilitated travel and the distribution of the region’s agricultural and industrial supplies and products. 
Settlement in this part of the state occurred in the early 1800s in part as a result of regional trade along the Santa Fe 
and Cherokee Trails, whose routes generally followed the Arkansas River Valley and subsequently formed portions 
of the route of present-day US 50.  Located at the confluence of the Arkansas River and Fountain Creek, Pueblo was 
established in 1870 and became a regional center of trade and industry due to its proximity to mining, agricultural 
areas, and New Mexico.  William Jackson Palmer, an influential developer and railroad expansionist, platted another 
town, South Pueblo, on the opposite side of the Arkansas River, as a stop on the Denver and Rio Grande Railroad in 
the early 1870s.  Palmer extended rail connections from the Pueblo area to the coalfields around Walsenburg and 
Trinidad by 1876, to the San Luis Valley by 1878, and to Leadville in the central mountain region by 1881.  Combined 
with the entry of the Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fe Railroad in Pueblo in the mid-1870s, rail connections solidified 
Pueblo as an important regional trade center in southern Colorado leading to increased settlement and industrial 
growth of the area during the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries (Wyckoff 1999: 144-145; Pueblo.org 
2014).        

Palmer also established the Colorado Coal & Iron Company (CC&I) in 1879.  The company’s first plant, the South 
Pueblo Ironworks, was located southeast of South Pueblo on a large tract of company-owned land.  CC&I produced 
rails for the Denver and Rio Grande Railroad and by the early 1880s was producing coal, pig iron, iron ore, rolled 
rails, and steel ingots.  CC&I also operated mining camps in the region and in 1886 platted Bessemer, a company 
town for those working at the South Pueblo Ironworks plant.  Also in 1886, South Pueblo and Pueblo consolidated 
into a combined city government (DeHerrera et al 2011: 19-25). 
    
By 1890 CC&I had numerous smelters and factory complexes along the southern periphery of the consolidated city of 
Pueblo, generally located northeast of the present-day intersection of Interstate (I)-25 and SH 45.  CC&I was 
reorganized as Colorado Fuel and Iron Company (CF&I) in 1892 and purchased by John D. Rockefeller in 1903.  
Mining activities in this region were focused primarily in the foothills and mountains south and southwest of Pueblo 
with the smelters and industrial complexes located along the southernmost periphery of the city connected to the 
mining region by rail.  According to historic maps from 1866 and 1916, the corridor that eventually became US 85 and 
I-25 was one of the earliest road corridors to directly link the southern mining region and Pueblo’s industrial areas.     

CF&I experienced several booms during the early twentieth century and as the nation’s defense and military 
programs expanded in the mid-twentieth century, iron and steel production and profits rose dramatically.  Wartime 
improvements included the Pueblo Ordnance Depot, later renamed the Pueblo Chemical Depot, which is located on 
the east side of the city along SH 96 and was constructed in 1942 for the storage and supply of ammunition in 
support of World War II.  This facility remained active throughout the late twentieth century. The Pueblo Memorial 
Airport also on the east side of the city, built as the Pueblo Army Airbase, was constructed in 1941 and trained B-24 
bomber pilots from 1942-1945.  US 50/SH 96 provided access to the Ordnance Depot and Army Airbase (Deherrera 
et al 2012: 3-6; Harvard Business School Colorado Fuel and Iron Corp 2012; U.S. Army Chemical Materials Agency, 
History of the U.S. Army Pueblo Chemical Depot”; Pueblo.org 2014; Pueblo Weisbrod Aircraft Museum website).  

Agriculture was also an important theme The region boasted the largest cattle industry in the state during the late 
nineteenth century.  In the late nineteenth and twentieth century irrigation canals were constructed to facilitate the 
production of wheat, hay, oats, corn, sugar beets, watermelon, cantaloupe, and other field crops.  The entry of the 
Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fe Railroad into Colorado during the late nineteenth century resulted in the settlement 
and growth of additional towns along the rail line such as La Junta, Las Animas, Lamar, Granada, and Holly.  These 
towns prospered due the connections the railroad provided and access to convey commercial and agricultural goods  
to larger markets.  During the early to mid-twentieth century, numerous farm-to-market roads were constructed and 
improved as part of a larger transportation network  to transport goods and people in and around Pueblo (Noel et al 
1994: 25, 29; Wyckoff 1999: 167-170; Colorado State Planning Commission 1941: 306).  

SH 227 was constructed as a spur off of US 50 extending in a northerly direction, parallel to Fountain Creek, and 
southeast almost reaching the Huerfano River.  The route was designated by 1939 and likely built around the same 
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 227

time.  According to historic highway maps, the route retained these general termini until the 1950s.  By 1954, historic 
maps show the route having its current alignment.  According to profile and right-of-way plans, the Colorado Highway 
Department replaced the bridge across the Arkansas River in 1959 and upgraded the interchange with BR 50 in 
1962.  As stated on the previous site form, city maps from the 1950s show SH 227 extending due north from BR 50 
through the East Side Neighborhood to SH 96.  The route was realigned four blocks to the west sometime after 1955.  
The Atchison, Topeka, & Santa Fe Railroad bridge over SH 227 was constructed in 1968 and may have required 
realignment of SH 227 at that time.  

State highways and small local connector roads like SH 227 served to link major regional transportation corridors, 
towns, and cities; however, research and review of historic mapping does not indicate that this highway provided 
direct access to destinations related to important historic themes.  SH 227 served as one of several local connector 
roads within the area that linked US 50 and SH 96 to form the regional transportation network providing connection to 
other roads and common destinations.    

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 227

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 227

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 227 is classified an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A
Research did not indicate that this highway is an example of an early or prominent project by the Colorado Highway 
Department (CHD).  No evidence suggest that this highway was built or improved as part of a Depression-era 
federal work relief project.  Present-day SH 2327 is a short connector route and historically served to provide a 
connection between two major regional transportation corridors, SH 50 and SH 96.  Although located near an 
agricultural region, this highway did not function as a main transportation route for providing direct connectivity as a 
farm-to-market road between an important agricultural region and its market.  The highway was established prior to 
construction of the Pueblo Ordnance Depot and the Pueblo Army Air Base and does not possess an important 
association with development of those facilities.  Moreover, this highway is located some distance from the 
industrial core of Pueblo and no evidence suggest that it played an important role in the transportation of industrial 
goods.  As such, it does not possess significance under Criterion A.      

Criterion B
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.

Criterion C
This highway is not considered to be an early or prominent project of the CHD.  Research and literature review 
yielded no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering design or construction techniques 
that serve to distinguish this highway from other roads and does not appear to exhibit important engineering 
innovations or important later modifications.  The highway’s design and construction appear to fall within the 
established standard practices of state highway design and construction of the time and the highway does not 
possess significance under Criterion C.  
   
Criterion D
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 231

Highway Location:

Counties: Pueblo
Length (Miles): 2.032

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

No Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms for previously recorded segments of this highway were identified in 
Compass.  However, a draft form a segment of SH 231 was prepared in March 2014 and the road was preliminarily 
assigned site number 5PE.X.  The National Register of Historic Places eligibility recommendation at that time based on 
a literature review and historic mapping was not eligible since the highway served as a minor road for local traffic.   

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

231A From SH 50-C at Vineland North To SH 50-B at Devine

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

5PE.X Field not eligible State Highway 231

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 231

Historical Data:

SH 231 is approximately two miles long and extends north from the United States (US) Highway 50 Business Route 
(BR) intersection at Vineland to the intersection of US 50/SH 96 at Devine.  The highway is located in the Arkansas 
River Valley, just east of Pueblo, and travels through rural areas on both sides of the Arkansas River.       

Historically, a number of trails and roads made up the transportation network in the area through which the highway 
passes that facilitated travel and the distribution of the region’s agricultural and industrial supplies and products. 
Settlement in this part of the state occurred in the early 1800s in part as a result of regional trade along the Santa Fe 
and Cherokee Trails, whose routes generally followed the Arkansas River Valley and subsequently formed portions 
of the route of present-day US 50.  Located at the confluence of the Arkansas River and Fountain Creek, Pueblo was 
established in 1870 and became a regional center of trade and industry due to its proximity to mining, agricultural 
areas, and New Mexico.  William Jackson Palmer, an influential developer and railroad expansionist, platted another 
town, South Pueblo, on the opposite side of the Arkansas River, as a stop on the Denver and Rio Grande Railroad in 
the early 1870s.  Palmer extended rail connections from the Pueblo area to the coalfields around Walsenburg and 
Trinidad by 1876, to the San Luis Valley by 1878, and to Leadville in the central mountain region by 1881.  Combined 
with the entry of the Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fe Railroad in Pueblo in the mid-1870s, rail connections solidified 
Pueblo as an important regional trade center in southern Colorado leading to increased settlement and industrial 
growth of the area during the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries (Wyckoff 1999: 144-145; Pueblo.org 
2014).  

Palmer also established the Colorado Coal & Iron Company (CC&I) in 1879.  The company’s first plant, the South 
Pueblo Ironworks, was located southeast of South Pueblo on a large tract of company-owned land.  CC&I produced 
rails for the Denver and Rio Grande Railroad and by the early 1880s was producing coal, pig iron, iron ore, rolled 
rails, and steel ingots.  CC&I also operated mining camps in the region and in 1886 platted Bessemer, a company 
town for those working at the South Pueblo Ironworks plant.  Also in 1886, South Pueblo and Pueblo consolidated 
into a combined city government (DeHerrera et al 2011: 19-25). 

By 1890 CC&I had numerous smelters and factory complexes along the southern periphery of the consolidated city of 
Pueblo, generally located northeast of the present-day intersection of Interstate (I)-25 and SH 45.  CC&I was 
reorganized as Colorado Fuel and Iron Company (CF&I) in 1892 and purchased by John D. Rockefeller in 1903.  
Mining activities in this region were focused primarily in the foothills and mountains south and southwest of Pueblo 
with the smelters and industrial complexes located along the southernmost periphery of the city connected to the 
mining region by rail.  According to historic maps from 1866 and 1916, the corridor that eventually became US 85 and 
I-25 was one of the earliest road corridors to directly link the southern mining region and Pueblo’s industrial areas.    

CF&I experienced several booms during the early twentieth century and as the nation’s defense and military 
programs expanded in the mid-twentieth century, iron and steel production and profits rose dramatically.  Wartime 
improvements included the Pueblo Ordnance Depot, later renamed the Pueblo Chemical Depot, which is located on 
the east side of the city along SH 96 and was constructed in 1942 for the storage and supply of ammunition in 
support of World War II.  This facility remained active throughout the late twentieth century. The Pueblo Memorial 
Airport also on the east side of the city, built as the Pueblo Army Airbase, was constructed in 1941 and trained B-24 
bomber pilots from 1942-1945.  US 50/SH 96 provided access to the Ordnance Depot and Army Airbase (Deherrera 
et al 2012: 3-6; Harvard Business School, Colorado Fuel and Iron Corp 2012; U.S. Army Chemical Materials Agency, 
History of the U.S. Army Pueblo Chemical Depot”; Pueblo.org 2014; Pueblo Weisbrod Aircraft Museum website).    
     
Agriculture was also an important theme The region boasted the largest cattle industry in the state during the late 
nineteenth century.  In the late nineteenth and twentieth century irrigation canals were constructed to facilitate the 
production of wheat, hay, oats, corn, sugar beets, watermelon, cantaloupe, and other field crops.  The entry of the 
Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fe Railroad into Colorado during the late nineteenth century resulted in the settlement 
and growth of additional towns along the rail line such as La Junta, Las Animas, Lamar, Granada, and Holly.  These 
towns prospered due the connections the railroad provided and access to convey commercial and agricultural goods  
to larger markets.  During the early to mid-twentieth century, numerous farm-to-market roads were constructed and 
improved as part of a larger transportation network  to transport goods and people in and around Pueblo (Noel et al 
1994: 25, 29; Wyckoff 1999: 167-170; Colorado State Planning Commission 1941: 306). 

Historic mapping shows a road following the general alignment of SH 231 in place by 1904 crossing of the Arkansas 
River (Nationwide Environmental Title Research, LLC, Historic Aerials).  Literature review and historic state highway 
maps indicate that SH 231 was designated in 1939.  Historic mapping indicates the original designated route 
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 231

extended south from US 50 to SH 228 and did not cross the Arkansas River.  By 1942 the route is shown extending 
between SH 228 and SH 96 (its present northern terminus).  Historic state highway maps indicate that by 1955 SH 
228 was decommissioned and SH 231 extended between SH 96 and US 50 with a small spur extending south to the 
previous junction with SH 228.  US 50 was rerouted through Pueblo by 1958 and the old US 50 was converted to a 
business route while SH 96 became US 50.  According to CDOT plans, the bridge over the Arkansas River was 
replaced in 1965.  The current extent of SH 231 between Vineland and Devine was in place by 1968.  State 
highways, farm-to-market roads, and small local connector roads like SH 231 served to link major regional 
transportation corridors, towns, and cities; however, research and review of historic mapping does not indicate that 
this highway provided direct access to destinations related to important historic themes.  SH 231 served as one of 
several local connector roads within the area that linked current US 50 and SH 96 to form the regional transportation 
network providing connections to other roads and common local destinations.    
  
(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 231 is classified an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A
Research did not indicate that this highway is an example of an early or prominent project by the Colorado Highway 
Department (CHD).  Although a road crossing the Arkansas River at this location was established by 1904, there 
were other crossings of the river within the region and no evidence suggests that the crossing at this location 
possessed particular significance.  No evidence suggest that this highway was built or improved as part of a 
Depression-era federal work relief project.  Present-day SH 231 is a short connector route and historically served to 
provide a connection between two major regional transportation corridors, SH 50 and SH 96, and SH 228 
historically.  Although located within an agricultural region, this highway did not function as a main transportation 
route for providing direct connectivity as a farm-to-market road between an important agricultural region and its 
market.  The highway was established prior to construction of the Pueblo Ordnance Depot and the Pueblo Army Air 
Base and does not possess an important association with development of those facilities.  Moreover, this highway 
is located some distance from the industrial core of Pueblo and no evidence suggest that it played an important role 
in the transportation of industrial goods.  As such, it does not possess significance under Criterion A.      

Criterion B
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.

Criterion C
This highway is not considered to be an early or prominent project of the CHD.  Research and literature review 
yielded no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering design or construction techniques 
that serve to distinguish this highway from other roads and does not appear to exhibit important engineering 
innovations or important later modifications.  The highway’s design and construction appear to fall within the 
established standard practices of state highway design and construction of the time and the highway does not 
possess significance under Criterion C.  
   
Criterion D
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 233

Highway Location:

Counties: Pueblo
Length (Miles): 2.088

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

One Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory form for previously recorded segments of this highway, 5PE.7990, was 
identified in Compass.  This evaluation included the entire extent of the highway and the National Register of Historic 
Places eligibility recommendation was not eligible because the highway served as a minor road for local traffic.    

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

233A From SH 50-C PuebLo Bus Rt North To  SH 50-B at Baxter

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

5PE.7900 Field not eligible 2014 State Highway 233

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 233

Historical Data:

SH 233 is approximately two miles long and extends north from the United States (US) Highway 50 Business Route 
(BR) intersection US 50/SH 96 at Baxter.  The highway is located in the Arkansas River Valley, just east of Pueblo, 
and travels through rural areas on both side of the Arkansas River.       

Historically, a number of trails and roads made up the transportation network in the area through which the highway 
passes that facilitated travel and the distribution of the region’s agricultural and industrial supplies and products. 
Settlement in this part of the state occurred in the early 1800s in part as a result of regional trade along the Santa Fe 
and Cherokee Trails, whose routes generally followed the Arkansas River Valley and subsequently formed portions 
of the route of present-day US 50.  Located at the confluence of the Arkansas River and Fountain Creek, Pueblo was 
established in 1870 and became a regional center of trade and industry due to its proximity to mining, agricultural 
areas, and New Mexico.  William Jackson Palmer, an influential developer and railroad expansionist, platted another 
town, South Pueblo, on the opposite side of the Arkansas River, as a stop on the Denver and Rio Grande Railroad in 
the early 1870s.  Palmer extended rail connections from the Pueblo area to the coalfields around Walsenburg and 
Trinidad by 1876, to the San Luis Valley by 1878, and to Leadville in the central mountain region by 1881.  Combined 
with the entry of the Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fe Railroad in Pueblo in the mid-1870s, rail connections solidified 
Pueblo as an important regional trade center in southern Colorado leading to increased settlement and industrial 
growth of the area during the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries (Wyckoff 1999: 144-145; Pueblo.org 
2014).         

Palmer also established the Colorado Coal & Iron Company (CC&I) in 1879.  The company’s first plant, the South 
Pueblo Ironworks, was located southeast of South Pueblo on a large tract of company-owned land.  CC&I produced 
rails for the Denver and Rio Grande Railroad and by the early 1880s was producing coal, pig iron, iron ore, rolled 
rails, and steel ingots.  CC&I also operated mining camps in the region and in 1886 platted Bessemer, a company 
town for those working at the South Pueblo Ironworks plant.  Also in 1886, South Pueblo and Pueblo consolidated 
into a combined city government (DeHerrera et al 2011: 19-25).

By 1890 CC&I had numerous smelters and factory complexes along the southern periphery of the consolidated city of 
Pueblo, generally located northeast of the present-day intersection of Interstate (I)-25 and SH 45.  CC&I was 
reorganized as Colorado Fuel and Iron Company (CF&I) in 1892 and purchased by John D. Rockefeller in 1903.  
Mining activities in this region were focused primarily in the foothills and mountains south and southwest of Pueblo 
with the smelters and industrial complexes located along the southernmost periphery of the city connected to the 
mining region by rail.  According to historic maps from 1866 and 1916, the corridor that eventually became US 85 and 
I-25 was one of the earliest road corridors to directly link the southern mining region and Pueblo’s industrial areas.     

CF&I experienced several booms during the early twentieth century and as the nation’s defense and military 
programs expanded in the mid-twentieth century, iron and steel production and profits rose dramatically.  Wartime 
improvements included the Pueblo Ordnance Depot, later renamed the Pueblo Chemical Depot, which is located on 
the east side of the city along SH 96 and was constructed in 1942 for the storage and supply of ammunition in 
support of World War II.  This facility remained active throughout the late twentieth century. The Pueblo Memorial 
Airport also on the east side of the city, built as the Pueblo Army Airbase, was constructed in 1941 and trained B-24 
bomber pilots from 1942-1945.  US 50/SH 96 provided access to the Ordnance Depot and Army Airbase (Deherrera 
et al 2012: 3-6; Harvard Business School, Colorado Fuel and Iron Corp 2012; U.S. Army Chemical Materials Agency, 
History of the U.S. Army Pueblo Chemical Depot”; Pueblo.org 2014; Pueblo Weisbrod Aircraft Museum website).       

Agriculture was also an important theme The region boasted the largest cattle industry in the state during the late 
nineteenth century.  In the late nineteenth and twentieth century irrigation canals were constructed to facilitate the 
production of wheat, hay, oats, corn, sugar beets, watermelon, cantaloupe, and other field crops.  The entry of the 
Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fe Railroad into Colorado during the late nineteenth century resulted in the settlement 
and growth of additional towns along the rail line such as La Junta, Las Animas, Lamar, Granada, and Holly.  These 
towns prospered due the connections the railroad provided and access to convey commercial and agricultural goods  
to larger markets.  During the early to mid-twentieth century, numerous farm-to-market roads were constructed and 
improved as part of a larger transportation network  to transport goods and people in and around Pueblo (Noel et al 
1994: 25, 29; Wyckoff 1999: 167-170; Colorado State Planning Commission 1941: 306).  

Historic mapping shows a road following the general alignment of SH 233 in place by 1904 crossing of the Arkansas 
River (Nationwide Environmental Title Research, LLC, Historic Aerials).  Literature review and historic state highway 
maps indicate that SH 233 was designated and state highway in 1939 along its present alignment.  The road was 
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paved by 1946 and according to CDOT plans and was resurfaced in 1965.  State highways, farm-to-market roads, 
and small local connector roads like SH 233 served to link regional transportation corridors, towns, and cities; 
however, research and review of historic mapping does not indicate that this highway provided direct access or a 
point-to-point connection to destinations related to important historic themes.  Rather, SH 233 served as one of 
several local connector roads within the area that linked to US 50 and SH 96 and functioned as one component of the 
overall regional transportation network to provide connections to other roads and common local destinations.    

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 233

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 233

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 233 is classified an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A
Research did not indicate that this highway is an example of an early or prominent project by the Colorado Highway 
Department (CHD).  Historic highway maps indicate that the first road crossing the Arkansas River at this location 
was established by 1904.  There were other crossings of the river within the area by 1904 and no evidence 
suggests that this crossing was the first in the region.  No evidence suggest that this highway was built or improved 
as part of a Depression-era federal work relief project.  Present-day SH 233 is a short connector route and 
historically served to provide a connection between two regional transportation corridors, SH 50 and SH 96. 
Although located within an agricultural region, this highway did not function as a main transportation route for 
providing direct or point-to-point connectivity as an important farm-to-market road between an important agricultural 
region and its market.  The highway was established prior to construction of the Pueblo Ordnance Depot and the 
Pueblo Army Air Base and does not possess an important association with development of those facilities.  
Moreover, this highway is located some distance from the industrial core of Pueblo and no evidence suggest that it 
played an important role in the transportation of industrial goods.  As such, it does not possess significance under 
Criterion A. 

Criterion B
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.

Criterion C
This highway is not considered to be an early or prominent project of the CHD.  Research and literature review 
yielded no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering design or construction techniques 
that serve to distinguish this highway from other roads and does not appear to exhibit important engineering 
innovations or important later modifications.  The highway’s design and construction appear to fall within the 
established standard practices of state highway design and construction of the time and the highway does not 
possess significance under Criterion C.  
   
Criterion D
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 239

Highway Location:

Counties: Las Animas
Length (Miles): 3.219

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

No Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms for previously recorded segments of this highway were identified in 
Compass.    

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

239A From Jct SH 160C (Goddard Ave) in Trinidad North and Northeast To Las Animas County 
Roads 75 North and El Moro

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

None No previously recorded 
segments are found on or 
adjacent to this highway

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 239

Historical Data:

SH 239 is a two-lane, paved road extending approximately three miles generally parallel to U.S. Highway (US) 160 
on the north side of Trinidad.  Its southern terminus connects Kit Carson Trail, near Interstate(I)-25, with County Road 
75 at its northern terminus.  The route first appears on state highway maps in 1939, which corresponds to its 
designation as a state highway.  The original route continued further to the northeast until intersecting with SH 204 at 
Hoehne.  It then extended to the southwest to the approximate location of Exit 15 along present-day I-25, in which the 
route paralleled the established route of the railroad between Trinidad and Hoehne.  State highway maps indicate 
that the highway was improved by 1940.  By 1955, the route was partially paved and the northern limits were 
retracted to El Moro after SH 204 was decommissioned.  The entire route was paved by 1963.  Around 1994, the 
southern terminus was moved northeast by less than a half-mile to Kit Carson Trail to accommodate routing changes 
associated with the US 160 north bypass of Trinidad.      

SH 239 is located in southern Colorado near the city of Trinidad.  Trinidad was incorporated in 1876 and was first 
established as a trade center along the Santa Fe Trail.  The Santa Fe Trail was the earliest major transportation route 
through this region and Trinidad was a halfway point between the cities of La Junta, Colorado and Santa Fe.  The 
entry of the Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fe Railroad into Colorado during the late nineteenth century resulted in the 
settlement and growth of towns like La Junta, Las Animas, Lamar, and Trinidad, which prospered by providing a 
direct link for conveying commercial and agricultural goods between these towns and larger markets.  Railroads in 
the area also facilitated development of a coal mining industry in the last decades of the nineteenth century and 
Trinidad grew into the largest commercial center in southern Colorado.  Southern Colorado’s coal fields stretched 
from Trinidad northwest to Walsenburg and small towns like Ludlow, Toller, and Berwind, were established northwest 
of Trinidad. (Wyckoff 1999: 205-213)  SH 239 extends from Trinidad to the northeast and historically served as a 
connection between Trinidad and Hoehne as one of many roads providing connections between communities in this 
part of the state.  

The current route SH 239 was developed as one of several regional connector roads providing access to other roads 
to the north and south of Trinidad.  Research and review of historic mapping does not indicate that SH 239 served as 
a farm-to-market road or provided direct access to destinations and transportation corridors related to important 
historic themes such as agriculture, commerce, or industry.    

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 239

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 239

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 239 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A
Research did not indicate that this highway is an example of an early or prominent project by the Colorado Highway 
Department (CHD), was built or improved as part of a Depression-era federal work relief project, or had a direct 
and important association with other important historical themes.  Although mining activities occurred near Trinidad, 
coal mining in the region was concentrated to the northwest of Trinidad and SH 239 extends to the northeast of 
Trinidad.  Literature review and research indicates that historically SH 239 served local traffic on the north side of 
Trinidad and the highway functioned to provide access to routine area destinations and did not function as a main 
transportation route.  As such, SH 239 does not possess significance under Criterion A.

Criterion B
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with a person important in history, nor does research 
indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction of this highway for the 
economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does not possess significance 
under Criterion B.

Criterion C
This highway is not considered to be an early or prominent project of the CHD.  Research and literature review 
yielded no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering design or construction techniques 
that serve to distinguish this highway from other roads and does not appear to exhibit important engineering 
innovations or important later modifications.  The highway’s design and construction appear to fall within the 
established standard practices of state highway design and construction of the time and the highway does not 
possess significance under Criterion C. 

Criterion D
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 257

Highway Location:

Counties: Weld
Length (Miles): 19.644

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

No Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms for previously recorded segments of this highway were identified in 
Compass.  

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

257A From SH 60-B in Milliken North via Windsor To SH 14-C East of Ft Collins in Severance

257B From A Barricade at SH 257-A South of Windsor East To SH 34-D at (Promontory Circle) at 
Greeley Bus Rt

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

None No previously recorded 
segments are found on or 
adjacent to this highway

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 257

Historical Data:

SH 257 begins at the junction with SH 60 in Milliken in Weld County and travels 18.487 miles north to the junction 
with SH 14 between Ault and Fort Collins.  There is a short spur of SH 257 in Windsor that is approximately a mile 
long from 10th Street and travels northwest to the junction with SH 257.

SH 257 entered the state highway system by 1939.  The current alignment does not follow the historic alignment.  
The historic alignment included a spur south of SH 60 to Johnston that is no longer part of the current route.   In 
addition, the historic 1939 route traveled from Milliken north to Windsor then west via current SH 392 to U.S. Highway 
(US) 87 (current Interstate(I)-25).  This route was changed to the current alignment by 1954, and SH 257 was signed 
as SH 259 north of Windsor to SH 14. The entire route was paved by 1954 (Salek).  Improvements along the entire 
route include widening and paving from 1958 to 1966.

Northeastern Colorado is within the physiographic province of the Great Plains, and more specifically, the area 
known as the High Plains. The terrain is relatively flat, with gentle hills and shallow waterways, and the climate is 
semiarid, with low levels of moisture. There are few trees and the region is known for weather extremes. The South 
Platte River and its tributaries is the primary source of water and the lifeline for communities in northeastern 
Colorado. The river has guided travelers for millennia, starting with trails used by Native Americans, trappers, and 
explorers. Beginning in 1858, after the discovery of gold at the confluence of Cherry Creek and the South Platte 
River--today’s Denver--the South Platte River Trail guided the majority of travelers to the gold camps and support 
towns. The trail began at the confluence of the North Platte and South Platte in North Platte, Nebraska, as a branch 
of the Overland or Oregon Trail. The transcontinental railroad also followed the river in 1881 when the Union Pacific 
Railroad built its branch line to Denver. After 1910, with the establishment of the Colorado Highway Commission, the 
river dictated the paths of the region’s first major highways and bridges for river crossings.

Prior to the homestead era and the arrival of the railroad, the South Platte River valley was prime pastureland and 
ranchers took full advantage of the ability to run cattle freely for grazing. John Wesley Iliff and others amassed huge 
herds near the river in the 1860s and 1870s, buying key parcels and leasing state and federal lands in northeastern 
Colorado. The cattle were trailed to railheads in Cheyenne or Denver before 1881. After 1881, the railroad towns of 
Brush, Iliff, Sterling, and Julesburg became busy freight shipping points. Farmers formed cooperatives to build major 
irrigation systems based on priority water rights from the South Platte. Greeley was one center of activity where 
irrigation canals and storage reservoirs significantly increased the acreage for agriculture. Prior to these systems, 
crop raising was limited to fields in river and creek bottoms but irrigation made it possible for farmers to plant crops in 
fields on higher benches further from the river. Fifty miles east of Greeley, Fort Morgan became the center of several 
irrigation systems that radiated to outlying farms and ranches, as did Sterling, another forty miles downstream 
(Wyckoff 1999: 164).

The region has always had a relatively sparse population. Larger towns such as Greeley, Fort Morgan and Sterling 
settled on the river, connected to the smaller towns of Ovid, Sedgwick, Crook, Iliff, Atwood, and Merino. Major 
irrigated crops included corn and feed crops for animals. Sugar beets became a prominent crop after 1910 in Weld, 
Morgan, and Logan counties. The Great Western Sugar Company built ten processing factories in the South Platte 
River valley at Loveland, Greeley, Eaton, Fort Collins, Windsor, Longmont, Sterling, Brush, Fort Morgan, and Ovid. 
The raising and processing of sugar beets also brought large numbers of field workers from other countries to the 
region, including Germans from Russia, Japanese, and Mexicans. While irrigated farming is possible near the river 
and in fields that have water rights to the underground Ogallala aquifer, dryland farming supported farms and ranches 
north of the river near the small communities of Peetz, Stoneham, Briggsdale and Keota. Major dryland crops include 
winter wheat, sorghum, milo, alfalfa, and field peas (Webb 1931: 373).

SH 257 route was a north-south connection for the agricultural communities of Windsor and Milliken.  Windsor first 
began as a stage stop for the Overland Trail and was platted in 1882 with the building of the Greeley, Salt Lake and 
Pacific Railroad (later Union Pacific Railroad).  Situated between larger agricultural markets such as Ft. Collins and 
Greeley, Windsor became an agricultural processing town in 1903 with the building of the Great Western sugar beet 
factory (Thomas 2010: 35). The community of Milliken also developed by 1905 with sugar beet farms and cattle 
feedlots.  A 1902 map shows a network of roads between these communities, but not the original alignment of 1939, 
thus it is assumed the route changed sometime during the 1920s and 1930s.  Historic travel maps do not show the 
route until 1939 when it was designated a state highway.  

Located between larger transportation networks, SH 257 is one of many rural regional connector roads developed to 
access busier routes that connect to urban centers along the Front Range such as US 34, US 85 and I-25. State 
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highways, farm-to-market roads, and small local connector roads served to link more remote areas with major 
regional transportation corridors, towns, and cities; however, research and review of historic mapping does not 
indicate that this highway provided direct access to destinations related to important historic themes such as industry, 
agriculture, or commerce.                        

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 257

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 257

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 257 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  It is identified as a 
subtype, Farm to Market Road.

Criterion A 
As an Engineered Route, State Highway 257 does not possess significance under Criterion A.   Present-day SH 
257 is one of many local connector roads in the local area that connects Windsor to other more prominent 
transportation corridors such as US 34 and I-25.  Historically, SH 257  provided typical connections to other state 
and county roads to common local and rural regional destinations.  The highway did not function as a main 
transportation route for providing direct connectivity as a farm-to-market road between an important agricultural 
region and its market.  As such, it does not possess significance under Criterion A.     

Criterion B 
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.  

Criterion C 
This highway is not considered to be an early or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department.  
Research and literature review yielded no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering 
design or construction techniques that serve to distinguish this highway from other roads and does not appear to 
exhibit important engineering innovations or important later modifications.  The highway’s design and construction 
appear to fall within the established standard practices of state highway design and construction of the time and the 
highway does not possess significance under Criterion C.  

Criterion D 
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 257
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 263

Highway Location:

Counties: Weld
Length (Miles): 2.055

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

No Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms for previously recorded segments of this highway were identified in 
Compass.   

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

263A From Business Route 85 in Greeley east to County Road 45 East of Greeley

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

None No previously recorded 
segments are found on or 
adjacent to this highway

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 263

Historical Data:

SH 263 extends from Business Route (BR) US 85 in Greeley east for 2 miles to the junction with Weld County Road 
45.

SH 263 entered the state highway system in 1939.  The original alignment travelled from U.S. Highway (US) US 85 in 
Greeley east to the junction with SH 37 just north of Kersey.  The route was paved by 1946.  In 2007, the segment 
from BR US 85 to US 85 became part of Weld County’s road system (Salek). The segment from the current endpoint 
at Fern Avenue to SH 37 is now Weld County Road 60 1/2.

Northeastern Colorado is within the physiographic province of the Great Plains, and more specifically, the area 
known as the High Plains. The terrain is relatively flat, with gentle hills and shallow waterways, and the climate is 
semiarid, with low levels of moisture. There are few trees and the region is known for weather extremes. The South 
Platte River and its tributaries is the primary source of water and the lifeline for communities in northeastern 
Colorado. The river has guided travelers for millennia, starting with trails used by Native Americans, trappers, and 
explorers. Beginning in 1858, after the discovery of gold at the confluence of Cherry Creek and the South Platte 
River--today’s Denver--the South Platte River Trail guided the majority of travelers to the gold camps and support 
towns. The trail began at the confluence of the North Platte and South Platte in North Platte, Nebraska, as a branch 
of the Overland or Oregon Trail. The transcontinental railroad also followed the river in 1881 when the Union Pacific 
Railroad built its branch line to Denver. After 1910, with the establishment of the Colorado Highway Commission, the 
river dictated the paths of the region’s first major highways and bridges for river crossings.

Prior to the homestead era and the arrival of the railroad, the South Platte River valley was prime pastureland and 
ranchers took full advantage of the ability to run cattle freely for grazing. John Wesley Iliff and others amassed huge 
herds near the river in the 1860s and 1870s, buying key parcels and leasing state and federal lands in northeastern 
Colorado. The cattle were trailed to railheads in Cheyenne or Denver before 1881. After 1881, the railroad towns of 
Brush, Iliff, Sterling, and Julesburg became busy freight shipping points. Farmers formed cooperatives to build major 
irrigation systems based on priority water rights from the South Platte. Greeley was one center of activity where 
irrigation canals and storage reservoirs significantly increased the acreage for agriculture. Prior to these systems, 
crop raising was limited to fields in river and creek bottoms but irrigation made it possible for farmers to plant crops in 
fields on higher benches further from the river. Fifty miles east of Greeley, Fort Morgan became the center of several 
irrigation systems that radiated to outlying farms and ranches, as did Sterling, another forty miles downstream 
(Wyckoff 1999: 164).

The region has always had a relatively sparse population. Larger towns such as Greeley, Fort Morgan and Sterling 
settled on the river, connected to the smaller towns of Ovid, Sedgwick, Crook, Iliff, Atwood, and Merino. Major 
irrigated crops included corn and feed crops for animals. Sugar beets became a prominent crop after 1910 in Weld, 
Morgan, and Logan counties. The Great Western Sugar Company built ten processing factories in the South Platte 
River valley at Loveland, Greeley, Eaton, Fort Collins, Windsor, Longmont, Sterling, Brush, Fort Morgan, and Ovid. 
The raising and processing of sugar beets also brought large numbers of field workers from other countries to the 
region, including Germans from Russia, Japanese, and Mexicans. While irrigated farming is possible near the river 
and in fields that have water rights to the underground Ogallala aquifer, dryland farming supported farms and ranches 
north of the river near the small communities of Peetz, Stoneham, Briggsdale and Keota. Major dryland crops include 
winter wheat, sorghum, milo, alfalfa, and field peas (Webb 1931: 373).

SH 263 is one of many short rural regional connector roads developed to access busier routes that connected to 
urban centers along the front range.  State highways, farm-to-market roads, and small local connector roads served 
to link more remote areas with major regional transportation corridors, towns, and cities; however, research and 
review of historic mapping does not indicate that this highway provided direct access to destinations related to 
important historic themes such as industry, agriculture, or commerce.       

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 263

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 263

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 263 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A 
As an Engineered Route, SH 263 does not possess significance under Criterion A.  The present day route is one of 
the many connector routes around Greeley to busier transportation corridors.  Research failed to indicate this 
highway has a direct association with a historical theme important in Colorado history, or that it represents an early 
or prominent road construction project of the Colorado Highway Department (CHD), or the connections it provides 
from any subsequent highway improvements.  As such, the highway does not possess significance under Criterion 
A.   

Criterion B 
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.  

Criterion C
This highway is not considered to be an early or prominent project of the CHD.  Research and literature review 
yielded no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering design or construction techniques 
that serve to distinguish this highway from other roads and does not appear to exhibit important engineering 
innovations or important later modifications.  The highway’s design and construction appear to fall within the 
established standard practices of state highway design and construction of the time and the highway does not 
possess significance under Criterion C.  

Criterion D 
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National

Mead & Hunt, Inc./Dill Historians LLC State Highway (SH) 263 - Page 4

*Information based on data from Compass provided by OAHP



Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 263

263.jpg
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 265

Highway Location:

Counties: Denver, Adams
Length (Miles): 3.625

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms for previously recorded segments of this highway listed above and 
available in Compass include the BNSF Bridge (5AM.1362) that crosses over SH 265.  This bridge was built in 1912 
for the Union Pacific Railroad crossing over Brighton Blvd.  It is one of the oldest concrete slab bridges still existing in 
the state.  This form provided background on this railroad crossing and its significance for the transportation corridor. 
Forms 5DV.10617.1 and 5AM.2410.1 included the most comprehensive historic background research and both found 
the segment of Brighton Blvd eligible.  The resource also travels adjacent to Riverside Cemetery (5AM.125) and the 
National Register of Historic Places nomination form provided some information about transportation routes that 
changed the layout of the cemetery.

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

265A From I 70-A viaduct in Denver Northeast To SH 6-H at (69th Ave) in Commerce City

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

5AM.2410.1 Supports eligibility of entire 
linear resource>Field eligible

10/20/2009>07/14/2009 Brighton Boulevard (segment)

5DV.10617.1 Supports eligibility of entire 
linear resource>Field eligible

03/05/2009>07/14/2008 BRIGHTON BOULEVARD, SH 265 - 
SEGMENT

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

5AM.125 Riverside Cemetery Listed on National Register

5DV.11277 Riverside Cemetery Listed on National Register
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 265

Historical Data:

SH 265 begins at the Interstate(I)-70 Brighton Blvd exit and travels for 3.625 miles northeast through stockyards, 
commercial warehouses, and oil refineries. It parallels Riverside Cemetery and crosses the Denver County line to 
Adams County ending at the junction with U.S. Highway (US) 6/285. 

SH 265 was first built as a county road in the 1880s.  Early farm maps show the northern portion of the route from 
Riverside Cemetery in Adams County, heading northeast, as Road No. 31 (Willits Farm Map, 1899).  In Denver 
County, the road was present south to Claude Street (1 block west of York) in 1889.  A 1909 map of Riverside 
Cemetery shows the alignment of Brighton Blvd around the cemetery. (Hegner, 1994: 7-9) The rest of the highway 
south of York was established between 1914 and 1930. In 1939, the portion south of York Street was incorporated 
into SH 224.  (5AM.2410.1: 7)  By 1946, SH 265 was designated from York Street near Riverside Cemetery to its end 
point at US6/85. (ROW Construction Plans 1948; US Topo and Derby 1955; Salek). 

SH 265 has served as a vehicle route for people entering Denver from the northeast since the 1880s. Vehicle traffic 
was significant enough in 1912 that the Chicago, Burlington, and Quincy Railroad built a railroad overpass to protect 
train and vehicle travel (5AM.1362). Truck farmers, dairy farmers, and ranchers from Brighton and other northeastern 
Colorado communities used SH 265 to reach the Denver stockyards, processing plants, markets and transportation 
centers (Wagner 2002: 113; 121-130).  After World War II, commercial enterprises such as oil and gas refineries also 
drew vehicle traffic along the artery (Wagner 2002: 150; 5AM.2410.1: 3).  Research indicates this route was an 
important, early, and direct link for to transport agricultural goods between northeastern Adams County and Denver.

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 265

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 265

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 265 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  As an Engineered Route, 
this highway possesses significance under Criterion A in the area of Transportation at the local level.   

Criterion A
SH 265 is significant under Criterion A as an farm-to-market road. SH 265 is a main transportation route from 
Brighton in Adams County, to Denver, providing an important artery for farms and ranches in the Brighton area to 
market shipping centers such as the Union Stockyards and rail shipping centers of the Union Pacific and Burlington 
Northern Railroads.  Its role continued during the post-World War II era with development related to the oil and gas 
industry that grew along the artery because of the access it provided to Denver.

Criterion B 
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.  

Criterion C
As a representative example, a state highway that exhibits physical features indicative of an important type or 
subtype identified in the MPS reflecting its original design or important variation may possess significance.   A state 
highway may also possess significance for particularly important engineering achievements.  

This highway is not considered to be an early or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department.  
Research and literature review yielded no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering 
design or construction techniques that serve to distinguish this highway from other roads and does not appear to 
exhibit important engineering innovations or important later modifications.  The highway’s design and construction 
appear to fall within the established standard practices of state highway design and construction of the time and the 
highway does not possess significance under Criterion C. 

Criterion D 
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 265
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 266

Highway Location:

Counties: Otero
Length (Miles): 11.46

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

No Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms for previously recorded segments of this highway were identified in 
Compass.    

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

266A From SH 50-B and SH 71-B in Rocky Ford east To SH 109-A at (Otero County Road HH) 
Nnorth of La Junta

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

None No previously recorded 
segments are found on or 
adjacent to this highway

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 266

Historical Data:

SH 266 is a two-lane paved highway that extends approximately 11 miles between Rocky Ford and SH 109 just north 
of the La Junta Municipal Airport for a distance of approximately 11.5 miles.  Undated right-of-way plans indicate that 
the alignment in Rocky Ford has shifted over time in order to provide a more direct route through town.  The road was 
designated a state highway in 1954.  State highway maps indicate that the route was partially paved by 1956 and 
fully paved by 1959.  Rocky Ford State Recreation Area and Dye Reservoir are located along the route and to the 
north, but SH 266 does not provide direct access and is one of many roads that provides indirect access to these 
destinations.

SH 266 is a connector road that extends between Rocky Ford and Cheraw in southeastern Colorado.  The Santa Fe 
Trail was the earliest major transportation route through this region.  Southeastern Colorado boasted the largest 
cattle industry in the state during the late nineteenth century and due to its arid climate, irrigation canals were 
constructed in the region to facilitate agriculture that included wheat, hay, oats, corn, sugar beets, watermelon, 
cantaloupe, and other crops.  The entry of the Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fe Railroad into Colorado during the late 
nineteenth century resulted in the settlement and growth of towns like La Junta, Las Animas, Lamar, Granada, and 
Holly, which prospered by providing a direct link for conveying commercial and agricultural goods between towns and 
larger markets.  La Junta was founded in 1875 and was once a shipping point by wagon train to New Mexico market 
centers.  La Junta remained an important railroad shipping point until at least the 1940s due to its location at the 
junction of the main line railroad and the Denver branch of the Santa Fe Railroad (Colorado State Planning 
Commission 1941: 305). Rocky Ford was established in the 1880s when George W. Swink established a trading post 
along the Arkansas River.  Once the railroad extended through the area, located northwest of La Junta, Swink 
relocated the trading post to the present site of Rocky Ford and began agriculture experiments with watermelons.  By 
1891 Swink was growing and shipping approximately 300 tons of watermelons per year.  His success attracted more 
farmers to the area and in the 1890s cantaloupes became a major crop shipped from Rocky Ford throughout 
Colorado and the nation.  Farm-to-market roads constructed during subsequent decades provided access between 
regional shipping centers and remote agricultural areas.  (Noel et al 1994: 25, 29; Wyckoff 1999: 167-170; Rocky 
Ford Growers Association 2015)            

SH 266 connected with other state and county roads to provide local access between Rocky Ford and nearby 
communities to the east and north.  However, research and review of historic mapping does not indicate that this 
highway singularly provided direct access to destinations related to important historic themes such as industry, 
agriculture, or commence.  SH 266 served as one of several local connector roads within the Rocky Ford area that 
comprises southeastern Colorado’s transportation network.  

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 266

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 266

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 266 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A
Under Criterion A, research did not indicate that this highway is an example of an early or prominent project by the 
Colorado Highway Department (CHD), was built or improved as part of a Depression-era federal relief project, or 
had a direct and important association with other important historical themes.  Historically SH 266 served to provide 
access and connections to local traffic traveling between Rocky Ford and the town of Cheraw but did not function 
as a main transportation route for providing direct connectivity to destinations associated with a historically 
important theme, such as a farm-to-market road providing point-to-point connections between an important 
agricultural region and its market.  SH 266 does not possess significance under Criterion A.

Criterion B
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.

Criterion C
Under Criterion C, this highway is not considered to be an early or prominent project of the CHD.  Research and 
literature review yielded no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering design or 
construction techniques that serve to distinguish this highway from other roads and does not appear to exhibit 
important engineering innovations or important later modifications.  The highway’s design and construction appear 
to fall within the established standard practices of state highway design and construction of the time and the 
highway does not possess significance under Criterion C. 
   
Criterion D
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 266
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: U.S. Highway (US) 285

Highway Location:

Counties: Arapahoe, Denver, Jefferson, Park, Chaffee, Saguache, Rio Grande
Length (Miles): 232.116

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

There are numerous Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms for previously recorded segments of this highway, 
which  include:  One previous site form (5CF.2931.1) references US 285 as significant overall under Criterion A as a 
cultural route for its association with the development of tourism in Colorado and as a primary transportation route 
through the mountain region and under Criterion C as a good example of early highway construction.   Several other 
segments were previously evaluated as supporting the eligibility of the entire route.  This information and additional 
research is summarized in the Historical Data section below.  Previously identified segments include a mix of eligible 
and not eligible segments but the most recent evaluations completed in 2012 indicate that the identified segments of 
US 285 support the eligibility of the entire linear resource.  

This transportation corridor also passes through or near two non-road historic resources, including the National 
Register of Historic Places (National Register)-listed Midway House (5JF303) near Conifer and the National Register-
listed Shawnee Historic District (5PA.4177).

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

285A From the New Mexico State Line north via Antonito and La Jara To SH 160-A in Alamosa

285B From SH 160-A and SH 15-A in Monte Vista north via Saguache and Poncha Pass To SH 50-A 
in Poncha Spgs

285C From SH 50-A in Poncha Spgs North To SH 24-A at Johnson Village

285D From SH 24-A at Antero Junction northeast via Fairplay, Kenosha Pass and Bailey To SH 30-A 
in Denver

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

5CF.338 Officially not eligible>Field 
not eligible>No assessment 
given on form

02/14/2003>10/22/2002>
02/08/1974

PONCHA PASS~MEARS OTTO TOLL 
ROAD

5JF.3546.1 Officially not eligible>No 
assessment given on form

02/19/2004>10/10/2003 HIGHWAY 285 - SEGMENT

5PA.1638.1 No assessment given on 
form

Jul-01 OLD HIGHWAY 285-SEGMENT

5PA.1638.2 Supports eligibility of entire 
linear resource>Field eligible

04/11/2012>03/01/2012 OLD HIGHWAY 285 - SEGMENT

5PA.2456.1 Officially not eligible>Field 
not eligible

02/19/2004>10/10/2003 HIGHWAY 285 - SEGMENT

5PA.2456.2 Supports eligibility of entire 
linear resource

4/11/2012 HIGHWAY 285 - SEGMENT

5PA.389 1/1/1976 KENOSHA PASS

5PA.419.3 Field not eligible 9/17/1985 SOUTH PLATTE STAGE ROAD

5RN.753 Field eligible 1/29/2002 STATE HIGHWAY 112

5SH.1908 Officially needs data>Field 
needs data>Field needs data

08/29/2002>04/23/2002>
11/2000

COCHETOPA STOCK DRIVEWAY

5SH.1963 Field eligible 1/29/2002 STATE HIGHWAY 112

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.
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Highway Name: U.S. Highway (US) 285 Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

5JF.303 Listed on National Register

5PA.4177 Listed on National Register
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Highway Name: U.S. Highway (US) 285

Historical Data:

US 285 includes approximately 835 miles nationally and extends from US 90 in Sanderson, Texas, to Interstate(I)-25 
at Hampden Avenue in Denver.  Within Colorado, the route extends for approximately 232 miles from the New 
Mexico state line north through the San Luis Valley, over Poncha Pass, passes just west of Salida, and through the 
central mountains before turning northwest and terminating in Denver.  Relatively short gaps exists between Alamosa 
and Monte Vista and just east of Buena Vista.     

The earliest transportation corridors in the region were wagon roads that often followed trails established by Native 
Americans.  Settlers from New Mexico moved north into the San Luis Valley in the 1850s and established early 
irrigation and water reclamation systems to facilitate agricultural production.  The San Luis Valley developed into a 
center for agriculture and livestock-raising within the region beginning in the mid-nineteenth century (Carter and 
Mehls 1984: 46-48).  Railroad construction began in southern Colorado during the 1860s.  The Denver and Rio 
Grande Railroad (D&RG) was organized in 1870 and construction on tracks south of Denver began that same year.  
The D&RG reached the San Luis Valley by 1877 and expanded throughout the valley over the next several decades 
connecting communities to larger markets; D&RG tracks reached Alamosa in 1878, a line was constructed from 
Alamosa to Espanola, New Mexico in 1880; from Antonito over Cumbres Pass to Chama, New Mexico, in 1880; and 
tracks connecting Salida and the San Luis Valley were established in 1881.  The San Luis Valley Southern Railroad 
was constructed between Monte Vista and Center in 1913.  Railroads served as an important means for distributing 
livestock and agricultural products throughout the San Luis Valley and beyond (Carter and Mehls 1984: 46-48, 
79-81).  The popularity of the automobile increased dramatically between 1910 and 1920.  The Good Roads 
Movement and establishment of the Colorado Highway Commission in the first decades of the twentieth century led 
to the establishment of a highway network throughout the region and state.  

Historic state highway maps indicate that road segments along the general alignment of present-day US 285 were in 
place by 1916.  By 1926 US 285 was a designated state highway route and extended between the Wyoming state 
line, south of Laramie, and Denver (this segment of US 285 is no longer included as part of the present highway).  
Based on historic state highway maps, the route south of Denver through Fairplay, Saguache, Monte Vista, and 
Alamosa to the New Mexico state line was not designated US 285 until 1936, at which time the segment north from 
Denver to the Wyoming state line was eliminated.  In 1937 Public Works Administration (PWA) Project No. 300 2-B 
was completed between Saguache and Center based on Control, Section, Job logs from the Colorado Department of 
Transportation.  US 285 has undergone some alignment changes within Denver and along other segments since 
1936.  According to Salek, the north end of US 285 in Denver was originally at the US 85 junction near Broadway and 
Alameda; the route followed a series of local roads on its path southwest of the city.  North of Aspen Park US 285 
originally followed South Turkey Creek Road through Fenders and Tiny Town.  The route also had a different 
alignment along Antero Reservoir and between Poncha Springs and Buena Vista, where it originally extended 
through Salida.  At the southern end of the route the original alignment stretched southwest from Antonito via 
Cumbres Pass to New Mexico.  A 1940s guidebook sponsored by the Colorado State Planning Commission and 
compiled by the Writer’s Program of the World Projects Administration features US 285 as a suggested tour route.  
The guidebook notes: “The northern section of this tour leads through rugged, thinly populated country roughly 
paralleling the Continental Divide, a popular recreational area, with many camp sites and streams well-stocked with 
trout.”  The description also notes accommodations along the route as well as paved, oiled, and graveled sections for 
traveler’s information.  US 285 provided direct access between Denver and the central mountain region and also 
provided direct connection to major east-west routes in the southern part of the state, including US 160 and US 50, 
which led to further development of tourism and recreational activities. 

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: U.S. Highway (US) 285

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: U.S. Highway (US) 285

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

US 285 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A
US 285 is a cross-state route that historically provided direct access between Denver, the state’s largest population 
and commercial center, and the central and south-central mountain region.  US 285 provided a direct link between 
Denver and the San Luis Valley, a major agricultural region in south-central Colorado, and was an important region 
farm-to-market road.  The route also provided direct access to the central mountain region and major east-west 
routes through the southern part of the state, including US 160 and US 50, which led to further development of 
tourism and recreational activities, and its route is specifically mentioned in the 1940s WPA guidebook.  The route 
of the highway was also established by 1916 and represents an early project by the Colorado Highway 
Department.  For these reasons, US 285 possesses significance under Criterion A in the areas of Transportation 
and Entertainment/Recreation at the state level.  In addition, a segment north of Center in the San Luis Valley was 
improved as part of a PWA federal relief project in 1937 and this portion possesses significance under Criterion A 
in the areas of Politics/Government at the local level.       

Criterion B
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.

Criterion C
Research and literature review yielded no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering 
design or construction techniques that serve to distinguish this highway from other roads within the mountainous 
regions and it does not appear to exhibit important engineering innovations or important later modifications.  The 
highway’s design and construction appear to fall within the established standard practices of state highway design 
and construction of the time and the highway does not possess significance under Criterion C.   

Criterion D
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Highway Name: U.S. Highway (US) 285

285.jpg
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 287

Highway Location:

Counties: Adams, Arapahoe, Broomfield, Boulder, Cheyenne, Denver, Elbert, Kiowa, Larimer, Lincoln, 
Length (Miles): 229.674

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms for previously recorded segments of this highway, which  include: 
5PW.171.2 is a 5.5 mile stretch of US 287 in Prowers County, documented in 2003 for the Colorado Green Energy 
Project. Although the form acknowledges the significance of the highway as a whole, surveyors did not find that this 
segment supported the significance and was not eligible.
The following eligible routes intersect US 287:
5PW.87.1: The Granada-Ft. Union Wagon Road. This historic road was determined to be eligible in 1998, when it was 
recorded by Barbara Norgren. It crosses US 287A at a point north of Springfield, but is not concurrent with the highway 
at any point.
5DV.5183: The Speer Boulevard Historic Landmark District crosses US 287C at the intersection of Federal Boulevard 
and Speer Boulevard, in the City and County of Denver. 
US 287 provides a boundary for the following National Register of Historic Places (National Register) and/or Denver 
Landmark Historic Districts:
5LR.462: The Old Town Fort Collins National Register Historic District
5DV.5185: The Witter-Coffield National Register Historic District and Landmark District
5DV.5320: Highland Park
5DV85: Potter Highlands Historic District and Landmark District

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

287A From the Oklahoma State Line North via Springfield To SH 50-B in Lamar

287B From SH 50-B west of Lamar north via Bags To SH 40-H east of Kit Carson

287C From SH 40-C and SH 88-A West Colfax Ave and Federal Blvd in Denver north via Broomfield, 
Longmont, Loveland and Fort Collins To the Wyoming State Line

287Z From SH 287-C in Loveland South along Cleveland Ave To SH 287-C South of 5th Street

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

5AM.1760.1 Officially not eligible>Field 
not eligible

10/17/2006>8/2004 U.S. HIGHWAY 36 - SEGMENT, 
DENVER-BOULDER TURNPIKE

5BA.879.1 Field not eligible 1/28/2002 STATE HIGHWAY 385 - SEGMENT

5PW.171.1 Field not eligible 1/28/2002 STATE HIGHWAY 385 - SEGMENT

5PW.171.2 Field not eligible 1/23/2003 STATE HIGHWAY 385 - SEGMENT

5PW.87.1 106 - Officially eligible>Field 
eligible

03/13/1998>02/06/1998 GRANADA-FORT UNION MILITARY 
ROAD, GRANADA-SANTA FE TRAIL, 
FORT UNION MILITARY ROAD, 
GRANADA-FORT UNION WAGON 
ROAD, SANTA FE TRAIL (BRANCH)

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

5DV.5185 Witter-Cuffiew Landmark District Local Landmark

5DV.5320 Highland Park Listed on National Register

5DV.583 Speer Boulevard Historic Landmark District Local Landmark

5DV.8150 St. Catherine's School 106 - Officially eligible
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 287

5DV.85 Potter Highlands Listed on National Register
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 287

Historical Data:

US 287 is a 316.05 mile-long highway that begins (287A) at the Oklahoma state line in Baca County, runs 77.638 
miles concurrent with US 385 north to Lamar, in Prowers County, where it turns west, concurrent with US 50, for 
approximately 7.5  miles. At MP 85.188 (US 50 MP 48), US 287(B) leaves US 50 and resumes its northward 
trajectory, staying in a straight northward alignment one mile east and parallel to the Bent County Line, crossing 
Kiowa County. It jogs east for about three miles on SH 96, then turns north again and finally meets US 40 in 
Cheyenne County, at MP 133.239. Turning west, US 287(B) ends at US 40 and is thereafter concurrent with US 40 
as it heads northwest through Lincoln, Elbert, and Arapahoe counties and enters the City and County of Denver as 
East Colfax Avenue. US 287 resumes (as 287C)  at where it departs Colfax/US 40 at Federal Boulevard and heads 
north from MP 282.7 through Denver, Adams, Broomfield, Boulder, and Larimer counties, where it ends at the 
Wyoming state line at MP 385.222. 

The northern segment of US 287 (i.e., 287C) is contained in the Colorado Piedmont, a region defined geographically 
as the rolling hills and stream-laced valleys that lie to the east of the Front Range. This area contains both the most 
urbanized corridor in the state and also wide swaths of rural farm and ranchlands, with its history firmly rooted in the 
events that profoundly changed the region from the 1850s well into the twentieth century. Prehistorically the region 
was the hunting grounds of the Comanche, who were later pushed south by the Cheyenne and Arapahoe. By the 
1850s sparse European-American settlement in the form of scattered farms and trading posts dotted the area around 
the South Platte River, with trails such as the Cherokee Trail crossing the plains and connecting with California-
bound trails to the north. With the Pikes Peak Gold Rush, however, change was fast and intense. The urban core 
(Denver, Boulder, Golden) that became the metro Denver area sprang from commerce and transportation, i.e.,  the 
connection of the gold fields in the Rocky Mountains with the markets and cities to the east. The agricultural zone in 
the more rural northern area of the Piedmont grew from cultivation made possible by the fertile soils and readily 
available water in the area, which allowed settlers to feed the hungry markets of the urban core and the mountain 
mining camps (Wyckoff 1998:101-103). 

Where US 287 runs through southeastern Colorado, historically the trails, highways, and rural roads that made up the 
transportation network facilitated travel through this sparsely-populated region and also made possible the transfer 
and distribution of the region’s agricultural products.  The Mountain Branch of the Santa Fe Trail was the earliest 
major east-west route through this region. Following the Arkansas and Purgatoire rivers, the Santa Fe Trail was the 
first commerce-based road to facilitate non-indigenous settlement in Colorado. In 1878, when the Atchison, Topeka, 
and Santa Fe railroad was constructed through the region, it followed the Santa Fe Trail.  

Southeastern Colorado boasted the largest cattle industry in the state during the late nineteenth century. The arid 
climate was a barrier to widespread agricultural settlement until the Enlarged Homestead Act of 1909 and the Stock 
Raising Act of 1916, both of which allowed homesteaders to claim sufficient lands to raise livestock. In the late 
nineteenth and early twentieth century, irrigation projects like the Fort Lyon Canal facilitated crop agriculture, which 
included wheat, hay, oats, corn, sugar beets, watermelon, cantaloupe, and other crops.  Railroad towns like La Junta, 
Las Animas, Lamar, Granada, and Holly prospered by providing a direct link for conveying commercial and 
agricultural goods between towns and larger markets. During the early twentieth century, farm-to-market roads were 
constructed to link these rural areas with regional market centers (Noel, Mahoney, and Stevens, 1994: 25, 29; 
Wyckoff, 1999: 167-170).  

US 287 was originally US 285 from the Wyoming state line south to Fort Collins, but was re-designated US 287 in 
1935. By 1940, it was extended south, following the alignment of US 87, and southeast the full length of its present 
route (including portions concurrent with US 40 and Interstate (I)-70) south to the Oklahoma border. In Denver, it 
followed Federal Boulevard, one of the streets first designated as a City Beautiful Parkway and now a border of four 
National Register and Denver Landmark Historic Districts (Noel and Norgren 1987: 17).  By 1946 it was entirely 
paved (Salek). The northern segment of the highway, from LaPorte to the Wyoming Border, follows the Overland 
Trail. Beginning as a route used by trappers and traders in the 1820s, the Overland was a stagecoach route well into 
the 1860s, conveying mail from Atchison, Kansas, to Salt Lake City until the Union Pacific Railroad made the 
stagecoach mail service obsolete.    

The segments of US 287 that lie in Southeastern Colorado generally follow the straight north-south alignment 
dictated by the Public Lands Survey System, indicating that they were first used as automobile roads during the 
period that the region was undergoing more intensified homestead settlement. In 1912, the segment from Lamar 
south to Springfield was designated as state road 34 and was graded. This designation is visible on a state highway 
map for 1916. As a farm-to-market route, it connected livestock ranchers and crop farmers alike to railheads at 
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 287

Lamar, Eads, and Kit Carson. Partially concurrent with what is today US 385, the segment of US 287 that connects 
Springfield to Lamar was part of a longer alignment that was re-numbered as State Highway 21 in the 1920s. After 
the full length of US 287 was designated in 1940, 287A was concurrent with State Highway (SH) 21 until US 385 was 
designated in 1957, at which time 287A shared a route with US 385 from Lamar to Springfield. Today, US 287 (A and 
B) is an important corridor for commercial truck travel from the ports of south Texas to the urban center of Denver, 
although from Denver to Wyoming truckers prefer to use I-25. 

US 287’s long, north-south reach covers not only a long stretch of Colorado’s geographic terrain, but also a wide 
stretch of the state’s history. Following a segment of the Overland Trail, it can speak to the earliest non-indigenous 
use of the state’s resources by fur traders and explorers in the 1820s and can be considered to be a cultural route. 
As a route used by ranchers and farmers in the southeastern plains to convey their goods to railheads and 
subsequent markets, it is a still-used reminder of the history of homesteading on the high plains desert. It clearly 
conveys the characteristics of a farm-to-market subtype outlined in the MPS, Colorado State Roads and Highways. 
Additionally, it was a designated state route in 1912, and should be understood to be an early project of the Colorado 
Highway Department.

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 287

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 287

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

US 287 is classified as an Cultural Route and Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  It is 
significant as a farm-to-market route and as an early and/or important project of the Colorado Highway Department 
(CHD).  

Criterion A
US 287 should be considered significant in the area of Transportation as a Cultural Route for its earliest use of 
what is now US 287 was as the Overland Trail, used by indigenous groups, European and European-American 
explorers, emigrants and later stagecoach lines in the early and mid 19th century. As an Engineered Route, the 
highway went on to be an early project of the CHD, which improved segments of the route for automobile travel as 
early as 1912.  Additionally, it served as an important connector between farms and ranches in the High Plains 
Desert of southeastern Colorado and markets and railheads, in particular Kit Carson, Eads, and Lamar, and is 
significant in the area of Transportation as a farm-to-market route at the local level. 

Criterion B 
Research did not reveal US 287 to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in history, 
nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction of this 
highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does not 
possess significance under Criterion B.  

Criterion C 
Research and literature review yielded no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering 
design or construction techniques that serve to distinguish this highway from other roads and does not appear to 
exhibit important engineering innovations or important later modifications.  The highway’s design and construction 
appear to fall within the established standard practices of state highway design and construction of the time and the 
highway does not possess significance under Criterion C.  

Criterion D 
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 287

287.jpg
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 291

Highway Location:

Counties: Chaffee
Length (Miles): 8.951

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

No Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms for previously recorded segments of this highway were identified in 
Compass.   

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

291A From SH 50-A in Salida Northwest To SH 285-C northwest of Salida

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

None No previously recorded 
segments are found on or 
adjacent to this highway

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 291

Historical Data:

SH 291 is approximately nine miles long and located in the south-central region of Colorado.  The highway extends 
north from U.S. Highway (US) 50 in Salida and ends at US 285 at a point located between Poncha Springs and 
Nathrop.  

The earliest transportation corridors in South-Central Colorado were wagon roads that often followed trails 
established by Native Americans.  Settlers from New Mexico moved north into the region in the 1850s and 
established early irrigation and water reclamation systems to facilitate agricultural production, especially in the San 
Luis Valley located south of SH 291.  Railroad construction began in southern Colorado during the 1860s.  The 
Denver and Rio Grande Railroad (D&RG) was organized in 1870 and construction on tracks south of Denver began 
that same year.  The D&RG reached the San Luis Valley by 1877 and expanded throughout the valley over the next 
several decades connecting communities to larger markets.  The D&RG established Salida in 1880, which is located 
north of the San Luis Valley and at the western end of the Upper Arkansas River Valley.  Salida became a center for 
mining and agricultural activities within the region.  The town also served as a major center of activity for the D&RG 
with extensive facilities for shipping to and receiving goods from the San Luis Valley and larger markets and centers 
to the east.  Railroads served as an important means for distributing livestock and agricultural products throughout 
the San Luis Valley and beyond. (Carter and Mehls 1984: 46-48, 79-81; City of Salida)  

The popularity of the automobile increased dramatically between 1910 and 1920.  The Good Roads Movement and 
establishment of the Colorado Highway Commission in the first decades of the twentieth century led to the 
establishment of a highway network throughout the region and state.  Smaller communities increasingly saw the 
benefits of highway access, which led to further highway construction along less traveled routes in the 1920s and 
1930s.  A historic state highway map from 1916 indicates that SH 291 was originally part of SH 17, which extended 
from La Jara north through the San Luis Valley, over Poncha Pass, through Salida to Buena Vista.  The highway 
extended through one of the most productive agricultural regions of the state and served as a direct and important 
connection between the San Luis Valley and markets located both north and south, including Salida, Canon City, and 
Colorado Springs.  SH 291 subsequently followed a short segment of the once extensive SH 15 (which replaced SH 
17 in the mid-1920s) and has a direct association with the history and development of that earlier route, which is 
historically significant as an important farm-to-market road.  This route provided a direct connection for conveying 
agricultural goods to market centers and prominent transportation corridors within the region and state.  SH 15 was 
subsequently renumbered US 650 by 1928 and US 285 in 1935.  Historic state highway maps indicate that the 
current segment north of Salida was designated SH 291 in 1942.  

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 291

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 291

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 291 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A
Research did not indicate that this highway was built or improved as part of a Depression-era federal work relief 
project. The highway segment now designated as SH 291 is located along a corridor that was established by 1916 
and represents an early project by the Colorado Highway Department.  Historically the highway was part of other 
state highway designations, during which time it served as an important regional connector between communities 
and areas within the region, including the San Luis Valley, Salida, and Buena Vista.  Although now a relatively short 
highway segment, SH 291 has an association with the early history and development of SH 15, which was an 
important north-south route in this region of the state for conveying agricultural goods from the San Luis Valley and 
for travel in the south-central part of the state as a farm-to-market road.  As such, SH 291 possesses significance in 
the areas of Transportation under Criterion A at the local level for its role in agricultural development.     

Criterion B
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.

Criterion C
Research and literature review yielded no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering 
design or construction techniques that serve to distinguish this highway from other roads and does not appear to 
exhibit important engineering innovations or important later modifications.  The highway’s design and construction 
appear to fall within the established standard practices of state highway design and construction of the time and the 
highway does not possess significance under Criterion C.  
   
Criterion D
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 291

291.jpg
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 300

Highway Location:

Counties: Lake
Length (Miles): 3.365

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

No Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms for previously recorded segments of this highway were identified in 
Compass.    

Site form 5LK.42 (National Fish Hatchery) was reviewed. The National Fish Hatchery was listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places (National Register) in 1980. There is no period of significance identified on the nomination, 
but the building was constructed in 1890. The form does not discuss any history about the transportation methods of 
the hatchery; only the architecture of the building itself. 

According to the National Register summary for this property, “the hatchery was established in 1889 by Executive 
Order of President Benjamin Harrison as the first national fish hatchery in the Rockies.  National fish hatcheries have 
played a leading role in the conservation movement by endeavoring to stabilize and increase the number of fresh 
water food fish in the nation’s inland waterways.  An 1890 one-story hatchery building of native red sandstone with a 
steeply pitched gabled roof remains on the site.” 

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

300A From SH 24-A Southwest of Leadville West and North To County Road 5A

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

5LK.42 1980 NATIONAL FISH HATCHERY

None No previously recorded 
segments are found on or 
adjacent to this highway

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 300

Historical Data:

SH 300 begins at the junction of U.S. Highway (US) 24, southwest of Leadville and travels west to County Road 5A 
past the National Fish Hatchery.  The total distance of SH 300 is 3.365 miles.

SH 300 entered the state highway system in 1939 (Salek).  Earlier maps from 1891 of the Leadville area show an 
unimproved road leading west to what would become the location of the National Fish Hatchery from the train stop of 
Malta and then looping back into Leadville before heading east toward Mosquito Pass.  Travel maps show the 
highway after 1949 with the route from Malta to the National Fish Hatchery and then heading east over Mosquito 
Pass and finishing in Alma.  However, a portion of the road over Mosquito Pass was never paved, thus there is a gap 
on state highway maps.  By 1954, most of the route to the east of Leadville was no longer under State Highway 
administration and just the western segment to the Fish Hatchery was shown on maps (USGS; Salek).  CDOT 
records shows the portion from Malta to the Fish Hatchery was paved in 1954 (CDOT Records, Project S 0132 (1)). 
This route is the current SH 300 today.  

Historic themes for this route include mining and environmental conservation in the Malta/Leadville area.  Leadville 
was a successful mining town beginning in the late 1870s.  Leadville boomed with silver as an important industry.  
The town of Malta was first established in 1875 with a smelter used for mining. The town experienced growth due to 
the mining boom at nearby Leadville. However, by the late 1880s, Malta’s mining boom had ended and the town was 
little more than a stop on the Denver & Rio Grande Railroad (Eberhart 1969: 202).  SH 300 is one of the many roads 
that connected Leadville and smaller communities to the area’s mining industry.  The route of SH 300 through 
Leadville to Alma was never fully completed, and thus was not a primary access road to the mines and other 
communities in the region.  U.S. Highway (US) 24 and SH 91 and figure more prominently in the role of transportation 
of the mining industry in this area.  

The Leadville National Fish Hatchery is one of the oldest national fish hatcheries in the country.  The location of 
Leadville at the base of Mt. Massive was chosen for the cold climate and fresh water sources.  The National Fish 
Hatchery is listed in the National Register of Historic Places for its role in conservation in the Rocky Mountain Region 
(US Fish and Wildlife). The role of the fishery is important to conservation of fish in regional rivers. SH 300 is  the only 
direct connection to transportation corridors for this region.  Therefore, SH 300 is important for its role in providing 
transportation to this significant property. 

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 300

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 300

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 300 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A
SH 300 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  As an Engineered Route, 
SH 300 possesses significance in the areas of Transportation and Conservation.  The highway connects the 
National Fish Hatchery to important transportation corridors such as railroads and US 24 in Leadville.  This 
highway has a direct association to the development of the National Fish Hatchery and provided important access 
with early conservation activities in Colorado.  As such, the highway possesses significance under Criterion A at 
the local level.    

Criterion B
Research did not reveal State Highway 300 to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important 
in history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure 
construction of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this 
highway does not possess significance under Criterion B.  

Criterion C
As a representative example, a state highway that exhibits physical features indicative of an important type or 
subtype identified in the MPS reflecting its original design or important variation may possess significance.   A state 
highway may also possess significance for particularly important engineering achievements.  

State Highway 300 is not considered to be an early or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department.  
Research and literature review yielded no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering 
design or construction techniques that serve to distinguish this highway from other roads and does not appear to 
exhibit important engineering innovations or important later modifications.  The highway’s design and construction 
appear to fall within the established standard practices of state highway design and construction of the time and the 
highway does not possess significance under Criterion C.  

Criterion D 
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 300
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 317

Highway Location:

Counties: Moffat, Routt
Length (Miles): 12.018

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

No Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms for previously recorded segments of this highway were identified in 
Compass.   

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

317A From SH 13-A at Hamilton east To County Road 29 at Pagoda

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

None No previously recorded 
segments are found on or 
adjacent to this highway

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 317

Historical Data:

SH 317 begins at the junction with SH 13 at Hamilton, south of Craig in northwest Colorado, and travels east for 
12.018 miles to the junction of CR 29 at Pagoda. It is entirely within Moffat County.

SH 317 entered into the State Highway system in 1939. State highway maps show that the route originally extended 
from Hamilton at SH 13 along the Williams Fork River to Pagoda and then north to Hayden and U.S. Highway (US) 
40.  By 1954 the route terminated at Pagoda and the segment between Pagoda to Hayden turned over to Routt 
County.  The entire route was not paved until 1992 (Salek). The addition of this highway to the state system occurred 
during the administration of Charles Vail, State Highway Engineer from 1930 to 1945, when Vail added more than 
3600 miles to the 533-mile system. Some of the miles came from converting abandoned railroad lines to highways, 
and others were associated with New Deal programs in rural parts of Colorado, where the poor condition of roads 
required major improvements (Autobee and Dobson 2000: E-34). The addition of SH 317 appears to have been part 
of Vail’s efforts to improve rural roads and increase the overall mileage of the system. According to a review of ROW 
plans for this highway in OTIS, no work relief programs were associated with the road in the 1930s or 1940s. Slight 
realignments occurred east of Hamilton in the 1950s to reduce or eliminate curves.  

The westernmost third of Colorado is dominated by the Colorado Plateau, which stretches from western Colorado 
into eastern Utah, northern Arizona, and northwestern New Mexico. The Colorado Plateau is a high desert with 
scattered forests and mesas (or tablelands), including the forested Flat Tops and Grand Mesa, the desert buttes of 
the Bookcliffs and Roan Plateau, and the juniper studded canyons and red sandstone formations that include 
Colorado National Monument. The region is also characterized by broad swaths of federally-owned land managed by 
the Bureau of Land Management and the US Forest Service (Routt National Forest, Flat Tops Wilderness, and Grand 
Mesa National Forest), with lesser amounts belonging to the National Park Service (Colorado National Monument 
and Dinosaur National Monument). 

Before the establishment of Colorado Territory in 1861, this area was part of Utah Territory (1854), reinforcing the 
physical connection between western Colorado and eastern Utah. Similarly, the land in the northwestern part of 
Colorado resembles southwestern Wyoming and there are strong economic and social connections as ranchers from 
southern Wyoming often owned land in northern Colorado, and vice versa. The Colorado River and its major 
tributaries, including the Colorado (Grand), Uncompahgre, and Gunnison are the major sources of water. Up north, 
the Yampa and White rivers feed into the Green River before it joins the Colorado in Utah and are the lifelines of the 
region. As with other parts of the arid state, the rivers dictated the location of settlements, railroads, agriculture, and 
the state’s roads. 

After the Utes were removed in 1880 to reservations in Utah (leaving only two small Ute reservations in the extreme 
southwest corner of Colorado), the railroads quickly mobilized to provide transportation and economic opportunity for 
farmers, ranchers, and other businesses. The Denver & Rio Grande Railroad built the first lines into the San Juan, 
Gunnison, and Colorado (Grand) River valleys between 1881 to 1883 and helped develop the towns of Grand 
Junction, Montrose, and Delta, among others. The railroad to Steamboat Springs and Craig was slower to develop, 
however, given the isolation of the area and issues with winter travel. David Moffat’s Denver, Northwestern & Pacific 
Railroad entered Steamboat in 1909. After Moffat’s death in 1911, the railroad was bought by the Denver and Salt 
Lake, and it continued to its termination point to Craig in 1913. The railroad stimulated the development of coal 
mining in the Yampa River Valley which required a reliable source of freight transportation. 

Agriculture in the Grand and Gunnison river valleys started with experimentation on the best crops suited for the 
environment. Farmers in the early 1880s discovered the river valleys ideal for fruit growing due to the lower 
elevations, long growing seasons, and potential for large irrigation systems such as the Grand Valley Canal on the 
north side of the Colorado in the 1890s.  The fruit growing region stretched from Fruita, Grand Junction, and Palisade 
along the Colorado River to Delta, Hotchkiss, and Paonia on the North Fork of the Gunnison. Peaches thrived near 
Palisade, while apples and pears did well near Cedaredge and areas of Hotchkiss and Paonia.  Farmers also had 
success with sugar beets, corn, wheat, barley, millets, and potatoes (Wyckoff 1999: 227-231). Settlements clustered 
near river bottoms at Parachute, Rifle, Meeker, Steamboat Springs, and Craig, where large ranches grazed cattle 
and sheep on higher benches above the river bottoms, much of it leased from the federal government for grazing. 
Brown’s Hole, in the far northwest corner of the state, shared borders with Utah and Wyoming and was known as a 
good winter range for large cattle herds from Wyoming (Wyckoff 1999: 244). 

In northwest Colorado, energy-related resources such as coal, oil shale, oil, and natural gas have been important to 
the economy of the region since the late 1880s although the industry was slow to develop along the Yampa until 

Mead & Hunt, Inc./Dill Historians LLC State Highway (SH) 317 - Page 2

*Information based on data from Compass provided by OAHP



Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 317

railroad lines provided transportation after 1909. Coal deposits are located in the Yampa Valley west and south of 
Steamboat Springs, the Danforth Hills northwest of Meeker, and the Grand Hogback (near New Castle) north of 
Glenwood Springs. Oil and gas are found near Rangely and Craig, and oil shale has been a boom and bust 
commodity in the Pieance Basin, northeast of Grand Junction, since the turn of the twentieth century. While trains are 
still used to haul coal through the area, trucks became increasingly more important to the industry after World War II 
and the improvement of the area’s highways.  

A review of sources did not reveal that this route represents important road engineering achievements, an important 
road type or subtype identified in the MPS, or that served to provide an important connections to markets or 
facilitated development related to agriculture, transportation or industry. SH 317 is a minor connector route between 
Hayden, Meeker and Craig that is secondary to transportation corridors such as US 40 and SH 13.  The route 
traverses sparsely populated ranching areas along the Williams Fork River. 

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 317

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 317

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 317 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A 
As a an Engineered Route, State Highway 317 does not possess significance under Criterion A.  The present day 
route only connects to SH 13. The route connected Hayden and Meeker but was not considered a primary or 
significant route because of its late addition to the state highway system in 1939.   Research failed to indicate this 
highway has a direct association with a historical theme important in Colorado history, or that it represents an early 
or prominent road construction project of the Colorado Highway Department (CHD), or the connections it provides 
from any subsequent highway improvements.  As such, the highway does not possess significance under Criterion 
A.   

Criterion B 
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.  

Criterion C 
As a representative example, a state highway that exhibits physical features indicative of an important type or 
subtype identified in the MPS reflecting its original design or important variation may possess significance.   A state 
highway may also possess significance for particularly important engineering achievements.  

SH 317 is not considered to be an early or prominent project of the CHD.  Research and literature review yielded 
no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering design or construction techniques that serve 
to distinguish this highway from other roads and does not appear to exhibit important engineering innovations or 
important later modifications.  The highway’s design and construction appear to fall within the established standard 
practices of state highway design and construction of the time and the highway does not possess significance 
under Criterion C.  

Criterion D 
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 317
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 318

Highway Location:

Counties: Moffat
Length (Miles): 60.496

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms for previously recorded segments near this highway listed above and 
available in Compass. 

5MF.1707 and 5MF and 1707.1, Thornburgh Wagon Road, cross the subject highway near the community of 
Sunbeam. The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) recorded the Thornburgh Road and it was determined to be 
officially eligible in 2008 as a freight road that predated SH 13 and was used for transportation between Meeker, Lay, 
Maybell, and Baggs, Wyoming in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. 

5MF.7395.1 is a segment of SH 318 recorded by the BLM and determined to be officially not eligible in 2011. The 
segment recorded was the former alignment of the highway between mileposts 4 and 6 that was bypassed by a new 
segment constructed in 1973. 

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

318A From the Utah State Line To SH 40-A West of Maybell

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

5MF.1707 106 - Officially eligible>Field 
eligible

10/10/2008>05/05/2008 THORNBURGH WAGON ROAD

5MF.1707.1 No assessment given on 
form

THORNBURGH WAGON ROAD

5MF.7395.1 Officially not eligible>Field 
not eligible

06/24/2011>05/25/2011 COLORADO STATE HIGHWAY 318-
SEGMENT

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 318

Historical Data:

Previously recorded forms for this highway were reviewed for this section (see Discussion of Colorado Cultural 
Resources Inventory Forms above).  Additional sources listed in the Bibliography were reviewed to prepare the 
historic data for this highway specific sources are cited below.  

SH 318 begins at the junction of U.S. Highway (US) 40 west of Maybell in Moffat County and travels northwest 
following the Yampa River downstream through the extreme remote corner of northwestern Colorado for about 60 
miles. It enters Utah north of the Brown’s Park National Wildlife Refuge and the Green River. After crossing into Utah, 
the road is not a state highway, but is a gravel county road. This part of Colorado has a sparse population and the 
road is an access road into the upper part of Dinosaur National Monument and the Brown’s Park National Refuge.  

SH 318 entered into the state highway system in 1939. At the time, the road was designated between US 40 about 
thirty miles to the northeast. According to a review of ROW plans for this highway in OTIS, no federal work relief 
programs were associated with the road in the 1930s or 1940s. It was extended by 1940 to the Green River and the 
north end of Dinosaur National Monument a few miles east of the Utah state line, but in 1954 the state highway 
designation was significantly shortened between US 40 and Sunbeam (at milepost 53) just past the Yampa River 
crossing. In 1960 it was added back as a state highway, and it extended to Utah. Old highway segments were 
bypassed at Sunbeam between mileposts 53 and 55, with a new crossing of the Yampa River, and between 
mileposts 4 and 6 north of Dinosaur in 1973 to reduce or eliminate curves. In 1975, the full length of the highway was 
paved (Salek; state highway travel maps). 

The westernmost third of Colorado is dominated by the Colorado Plateau, which stretches from western Colorado 
into eastern Utah, northern Arizona, and northwestern New Mexico. The Colorado Plateau is a high desert with 
scattered forests and mesas (or tablelands), including the forested Flat Tops and Grand Mesa, the desert buttes of 
the Bookcliffs and Roan Plateau, and the juniper studded canyons and red sandstone formations that include 
Colorado National Monument. The region is also characterized by broad swaths of federally-owned land managed by 
the Bureau of Land Management and the US Forest Service (Routt National Forest, Flat Tops Wilderness, and Grand 
Mesa National Forest), with lesser amounts belonging to the National Park Service (Colorado National Monument 
and Dinosaur National Monument). 

Before the establishment of Colorado Territory in 1861, this area was part of Utah Territory (1854), reinforcing the 
physical connection between western Colorado and eastern Utah. Similarly, the land in the northwestern part of 
Colorado resembles southwestern Wyoming and there are strong economic and social connections as ranchers from 
southern Wyoming often owned land in northern Colorado, and vice versa. The Colorado River and its major 
tributaries, including the Colorado (Grand), Uncompahgre, and Gunnison are the major sources of water. Up north, 
the Yampa and White rivers feed into the Green River before it joins the Colorado in Utah and are the lifelines of the 
region. As with other parts of the arid state, the rivers dictated the location of settlements, railroads, agriculture, and 
the state’s roads. 

After the Utes were removed in 1880 to reservations in Utah (leaving only two small Ute reservations in the extreme 
southwest corner of Colorado), the railroads quickly mobilized to provide transportation and economic opportunity for 
farmers, ranchers, and other businesses. The Denver & Rio Grande Railroad built the first lines into the San Juan, 
Gunnison, and Colorado (Grand) River valleys between 1881 to 1883 and helped develop the towns of Grand 
Junction, Montrose, and Delta, among others. The railroad to Steamboat Springs and Craig was slower to develop, 
however, given the isolation of the area and issues with winter travel. David Moffat’s Denver, Northwestern & Pacific 
Railroad entered Steamboat in 1909. After Moffat’s death in 1911, the railroad was bought by the Denver and Salt 
Lake, and it continued to its termination point to Craig in 1913. The railroad stimulated the development of coal 
mining in the Yampa River Valley which required a reliable source of freight transportation. 

Agriculture in the Grand and Gunnison river valleys started with experimentation on the best crops suited for the 
environment. Farmers in the early 1880s discovered the river valleys ideal for fruit growing due to the lower 
elevations, long growing seasons, and potential for large irrigation systems such as the Grand Valley Canal on the 
north side of the Colorado in the 1890s.  The fruit growing region stretched from Fruita, Grand Junction, and Palisade 
along the Colorado River to Delta, Hotchkiss, and Paonia on the North Fork of the Gunnison. Peaches thrived near 
Palisade, while apples and pears did well near Cedaredge and areas of Hotchkiss and Paonia. Farmers also had 
success with sugar beets, corn, wheat, barley, millets, and potatoes (Wyckoff 1999: 227-231). Settlements clustered 
near river bottoms at Parachute, Rifle, Meeker, Steamboat Springs, and Craig, where large ranches grazed cattle 
and sheep on higher benches above the river bottoms, much of it leased from the federal government for grazing. 
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Brown’s Hole, in the far northwest corner of the state, shared borders with Utah and Wyoming and was known as a 
good winter range for large cattle herds from Wyoming (Wyckoff 1999: 244). 

In northwest Colorado, energy-related resources such as coal, oil shale, oil, and natural gas have been important to 
the economy of the region since the late 1880s although the industry was slow to develop along the Yampa until 
railroad lines provided transportation after 1909. Coal deposits are located in the Yampa Valley west and south of 
Steamboat Springs, the Danforth Hills northwest of Meeker, and the Grand Hogback (near New Castle) north of 
Glenwood Springs. Oil and gas are found near Rangely and Craig, and oil shale has been a boom and bust 
commodity in the Pieance Basin, northeast of Grand Junction, since the turn of the twentieth century. While trains are 
still used to haul coal through the area, trucks became increasingly more important to the industry after World War II 
and the improvement of the area’s highways.  

A review of sources indicates this route was a late addition to the state highway system in 1939 and was an off 
system road between 1954 and 1960. SH 318 connects Maybell and the CO-UT state line with access to the Brown’s 
Hole Wildlife Refuge and BLM lands. The route traverses less populated areas along the Yampa River used for large 
cattle herds and recreational enthusiasts. The road is not as important as US 40 or I-70 for interstate transportation 
and it was not an early or prominent project of the highway department. Research did not reveal that this route 
represents important road engineering achievements, an important road type or subtype identified in the MPS, or that 
it served to provide an important connection to markets or facilitated development related to agriculture, 
transportation or industry. It was also not an important transportation link or freighting route for oil, gas, or coal in 
northwest Colorado, which relied more upon the railroad and major corridors such as US 40 and I-70.

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 318

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 318  is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A 
As a an Engineered Route, SH 318 does not possess significance under Criterion A.  The present day route is a 
seldom traveled connection between US 40 and northern Utah in a sparsely populated part of the state. The route 
connected Maybell with points to the northwest, but was not considered a primary or significant route because of its 
late addition to the state highway system in 1939. Other routes provided more direct and important connections for 
the efficient movement of energy resources via railroad or more traveled routes such as US 40. Research failed to 
indicate this highway has a direct association with a historical theme important in Colorado history, or that it 
represents an early or prominent road construction project of the Colorado Highway Department (CHD), or the 
connections it provides from any subsequent highway improvements.  As such, the highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion A.   

Criterion B 
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.  

Criterion C 
As a representative example, a state highway that exhibits physical features indicative of an important type or 
subtype identified in the MPS reflecting its original design or important variation may possess significance.   A state 
highway may also possess significance for particularly important engineering achievements.  

SH 318  is not considered to be an early or prominent project of the CHD.  Research and literature review yielded 
no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering design or construction techniques that serve 
to distinguish this highway from other roads and does not appear to exhibit important engineering innovations or 
important later modifications. The highway’s design and construction appear to fall within the established standard 
practices of state highway design and construction of the time and the highway does not possess significance 
under Criterion C.  

Criterion D 
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 325

Highway Location:

Counties: Garfield
Length (Miles): 11.285

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

The Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms for previously recorded segments of this highway listed above and 
available in Compass is a discussion of SH 13 and included in Highways to the Sky.  Although not applicable to this 
highway, it does provide some background and context for the history of the Rifle area.

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

325A From SH 13-A north of Rifle northeast via Rifle Gap State Recreation Area To County Road 217 
in Rifle Falls State Recreation Area

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

5GF.2156.3 Officially not eligible>Field 
not eligible>Field not eligible

07/13/1995>04/09/1999>
05/25/1995

GOVERNMENT ROAD/STATE ROUTE 13

5GF.2949 Field eligible 2/6/2002 SH 13

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 325

Historical Data:

SH 325 extends for 11.39 miles from the Junction of SH 13, north of Rifle, around Rifle Gap Reservoir and ending at 
Rifle Falls Fish Hatchery in Garfield County.

1890 and 1913 GLO maps show a wagon road from Rifle following the East Rifle Creek.  The 1913 map is more 
detailed and labels this route the Rifle to Buford Road.  The route did not enter the state highway system until 1939.  
The addition of this highway to the state system occurred during the administration of Charles Vail, State Highway 
Engineer from 1930 to 1945, when Vail added more than 3600 miles to the 533-mile system. Some of the miles came 
from converting abandoned railroad lines to highways, and others were associated with New Deal programs in rural 
parts of Colorado, where the poor condition of roads required major improvements (Autobee and Dobson 2000: 
E-34).  The route was realigned in 1963 around Rifle Gap Reservoir.  The route was paved by 1966 (Salek).

The westernmost third of Colorado is dominated by the Colorado Plateau, which stretches from western Colorado 
into eastern Utah, northern Arizona, and northwestern New Mexico. The Colorado Plateau is a high desert with 
scattered forests and mesas (or tablelands), including the forested Flat Tops and Grand Mesa, the desert buttes of 
the Bookcliffs and Roan Plateau, and the juniper studded canyons and red sandstone formations that include 
Colorado National Monument. The region is also characterized by broad swaths of federally-owned land managed by 
the Bureau of Land Management and the US Forest Service (Routt National Forest, Flat Tops Wilderness, and Grand 
Mesa National Forest), with lesser amounts belonging to the National Park Service (Colorado National Monument 
and Dinosaur National Monument). 

Before the establishment of Colorado Territory in 1861, this area was part of Utah Territory (1854), reinforcing the 
physical connection between western Colorado and eastern Utah. Similarly, the land in the northwestern part of 
Colorado resembles southwestern Wyoming and there are strong economic and social connections as ranchers from 
southern Wyoming often owned land in northern Colorado, and vice versa. The Colorado River and its major 
tributaries, including the Colorado (Grand), Uncompahgre, and Gunnison are the major sources of water. Up north, 
the Yampa and White rivers feed into the Green River before it joins the Colorado in Utah and are the lifelines of the 
region. As with other parts of the arid state, the rivers dictated the location of settlements, railroads, agriculture, and 
the state’s roads. 

After the Utes were removed in 1880 to reservations in Utah (leaving only two small Ute reservations in the extreme 
southwest corner of Colorado), the railroads quickly mobilized to provide transportation and economic opportunity for 
farmers, ranchers, and other businesses. The Denver & Rio Grande Railroad built the first lines into the San Juan, 
Gunnison, and Colorado (Grand) River valleys between 1881 to 1883 and helped develop the towns of Grand 
Junction, Montrose, and Delta, among others. The railroad to Steamboat Springs and Craig was slower to develop, 
however, given the isolation of the area and issues with winter travel. David Moffat’s Denver, Northwestern & Pacific 
Railroad entered Steamboat in 1909. After Moffat’s death in 1911, the railroad was bought by the Denver and Salt 
Lake, and it continued to its termination point to Craig in 1913. The railroad stimulated the development of coal 
mining in the Yampa River Valley which required a reliable source of freight transportation. 

Agriculture in the Grand and Gunnison river valleys started with experimentation on the best crops suited for the 
environment. Farmers in the early 1880s discovered the river valleys ideal for fruit growing due to the lower 
elevations, long growing seasons, and potential for large irrigation systems such as the Grand Valley Canal on the 
north side of the Colorado in the 1890s.  The fruit growing region stretched from Fruita, Grand Junction, and Palisade 
along the Colorado River to Delta, Hotchkiss, and Paonia on the North Fork of the Gunnison. Peaches thrived near 
Palisade, while apples and pears did well near Cedaredge and areas of Hotchkiss and Paonia. Farmers also had 
success with sugar beets, corn, wheat, barley, millets, and potatoes (Wyckoff 1999: 227-231). Settlements clustered 
near river bottoms at Parachute, Rifle, Meeker, Steamboat Springs, and Craig, where large ranches grazed cattle 
and sheep on higher benches above the river bottoms, much of it leased from the federal government for grazing. 

After 1880, the area around Rifle and Rifle Falls was settled with homesteaders and ranchers.  The natural waterfall 
of Rifle Falls has been a tourist destination since 1884, including a tourist resort operated by Allan Zerbe from 
1890-1920 (Colorado Parks and Wildlife).  The town of Rifle operated a hydroelectric plant from 1910-1958 near the 
Rifle Falls, providing electric power for the town of Rifle.  The Rifle Gap Reservoir was built in 1958 and Rifle Falls 
State Park was designated in 1966.  SH 325 runs on the west side of the state park and the highway provides access 
to the parking area for the falls and the Rifle Falls Fish Hatchery, operated by the Colorado Parks and Wildlife. 

A review of sources did not reveal that this route represents important road engineering achievements, an important 
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road type or subtype identified in the MPS, or that served to provide an important connections to markets or 
facilitated development related to transportation and agriculture. 

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 325

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 325 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A
As a an Engineered Route, SH 325 does not possess significance under Criterion A.  The route provides a 
connection to the Rifle Falls State Park and the Fish Hatchery, yet the State Park and Hatchery are not considered 
important destinations and the highway is outside of the state park boundary.  Research failed to indicate this 
highway has a direct association with a historical theme important in Colorado history, or that it represents an early 
or prominent road construction project of the Colorado Highway Department (CHD), or the connections it provides 
from any subsequent highway improvements.  As such, the highway does not possess significance under Criterion 
A.   

Criterion B
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.  

Criterion C 
As a representative example, a state highway that exhibits physical features indicative of an important type or 
subtype identified in the MPS reflecting its original design or important variation may possess significance.   A state 
highway may also possess significance for particularly important engineering achievements.  

SH 325 is not considered to be an early or prominent project of the CHD.  Research and literature review yielded 
no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering design or construction techniques that serve 
to distinguish this highway from other roads and does not appear to exhibit important engineering innovations or 
important later modifications.  The highway’s design and construction appear to fall within the established standard 
practices of state highway design and construction of the time and the highway does not possess significance 
under Criterion C.  

Criterion D
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 330

Highway Location:

Counties: Mesa
Length (Miles): 11.364

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

No Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms for previously recorded segments of this highway were identified in 
Compass.   

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

330A From SH 65-A north of Mesa east To at Grove Creek Rd in Collbran

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

5ME.815.5 Officially not eligible>Field 
not eligible

03/29/1992>07/24/1991 UTE TRAIL;MEEKER MASSACRE 
TRAIL;DEBEQUE CUTOFF ROAD

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Historical Data:

SH 330 begins at the junction with SH 65 in Mesa County and travels east, through the town of Molina to the town of 
Collbran for 11.39 miles.

SH 330 became a State Highway in 1939.  On early travel maps until 1939, the segment from Mesa to Collbran was 
part of SH 65 until SH 330 was built and entered into the highway system. The addition of this highway to the state 
system occurred during the administration of Charles Vail, State Highway Engineer from 1930 to 1945, when Vail 
added more than 3600 miles to the 533-mile system. Some of the miles came from converting abandoned railroad 
lines to highways, and others were associated with New Deal programs in rural parts of Colorado, where the poor 
condition of roads required major improvements (Autobee and Dobson 2000: E-34). The route went from Mesa 
through Molina and Collbran and traveled northeast to a connection with U.S. Highway (US) 6 at Silt.  By 1954, the 
segments from Collbran to Silt were removed from the state highway system and only the segment from Mesa to 
Collbran remained a state highway.

The westernmost third of Colorado is dominated by the Colorado Plateau, which stretches from western Colorado 
into eastern Utah, northern Arizona, and northwestern New Mexico. The Colorado Plateau is a high desert with 
scattered forests and mesas (or tablelands), including the forested Flat Tops and Grand Mesa, the desert buttes of 
the Bookcliffs and Roan Plateau, and the juniper studded canyons and red sandstone formations that include 
Colorado National Monument. The region is also characterized by broad swaths of federally-owned land managed by 
the Bureau of Land Management and the US Forest Service (Routt National Forest, Flat Tops Wilderness, and Grand 
Mesa National Forest), with lesser amounts belonging to the National Park Service (Colorado National Monument 
and Dinosaur National Monument). 

Before the establishment of Colorado Territory in 1861, this area was part of Utah Territory (1854), reinforcing the 
physical connection between western Colorado and eastern Utah. Similarly, the land in the northwestern part of 
Colorado resembles southwestern Wyoming and there are strong economic and social connections as ranchers from 
southern Wyoming often owned land in northern Colorado, and vice versa. The Colorado River and its major 
tributaries, including the Colorado (Grand), Uncompahgre, and Gunnison are the major sources of water. Up north, 
the Yampa and White rivers feed into the Green River before it joins the Colorado in Utah and are the lifelines of the 
region. As with other parts of the arid state, the rivers dictated the location of settlements, railroads, agriculture, and 
the state’s roads. 

After the Utes were removed in 1880 to reservations in Utah (leaving only two small Ute reservations in the extreme 
southwest corner of Colorado), the railroads quickly mobilized to provide transportation and economic opportunity for 
farmers, ranchers, and other businesses. The Denver & Rio Grande Railroad built the first lines into the San Juan, 
Gunnison, and Colorado (Grand) River valleys between 1881 to 1883 and helped develop the towns of Grand 
Junction, Montrose, and Delta, among others. The railroad to Steamboat Springs and Craig was slower to develop, 
however, given the isolation of the area and issues with winter travel. David Moffat’s Denver, Northwestern & Pacific 
Railroad entered Steamboat in 1909. After Moffat’s death in 1911, the railroad was bought by the Denver and Salt 
Lake, and it continued to its termination point to Craig in 1913. The railroad stimulated the development of coal 
mining in the Yampa River Valley which required a reliable source of freight transportation. 

Agriculture in the Grand and Gunnison river valleys started with experimentation on the best crops suited for the 
environment. Farmers in the early 1880s discovered the river valleys ideal for fruit growing due to the lower 
elevations, long growing seasons, and potential for large irrigation systems such as the Grand Valley Canal on the 
north side of the Colorado in the 1890s.  The fruit growing region stretched from Fruita, Grand Junction, and Palisade 
along the Colorado River to Delta, Hotchkiss, and Paonia on the North Fork of the Gunnison. Peaches thrived near 
Palisade, while apples and pears did well near Cedaredge and areas of Hotchkiss and Paonia.  Farmers also had 
success with sugar beets, corn, wheat, barley, millets, and potatoes (Wyckoff 1999: 227-231). Settlements clustered 
near river bottoms at Parachute, Rifle, Meeker, Steamboat Springs, and Craig, where large ranches grazed cattle 
and sheep on higher benches above the river bottoms, much of it leased from the federal government for grazing. 

In northwest Colorado, energy-related resources such as coal, oil shale, oil, and natural gas have been important to 
the economy of the region since the late 1880s. Coal deposits are located in the Yampa Valley west and south of 
Steamboat Springs, the Danforth Hills northwest of Meeker, and the Grand Hogback (near New Castle) north of 
Glenwood Springs. Oil and gas are found near Rangely and Craig, and oil shale has been a boom and bust 
commodity in the Pieance Basin, northeast of Grand Junction, since the turn of the twentieth century. While trains are 
still used to haul coal through the area, trucks became increasingly more important to the industry after World War II 
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and the improvement of the area’s highways.  

The town of Collbran was first settled in 1882 after many of the Ute Indians were removed from the area. The town 
was incorporated in 1902. It is a ranching community for cattle, sheep and other livestock. Ranchers took advantage 
of the summer pasture land on the Grand Mesa. SH 330 is a short connector route for the communities in the 
Colorado Plateau Valley. A review of sources did not reveal that this route represents important road engineering 
achievements, an important road type or subtype identified in the MPS, or that served to provide an important 
connections to markets or facilitated development related to agriculture or transportation.

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 330

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 330

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 330 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A
As a Engineered Route, SH 330 does not possess significance under Criterion A.  The route entered into the state 
highway system later in 1939 and provides a connector route for ranching communities of Collbran and Molina in 
the Colorado Plateau Valley.  Research failed to indicate this highway has a direct association with a historical 
theme important in Colorado history, or that it represents an early or prominent road construction project of the 
Colorado Highway Department (CHD), or the connections it provides from any subsequent highway improvements.  
As such, the highway does not possess significance under Criterion A.   

Criterion B 
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.  

Criterion C 
As a representative example, a state highway that exhibits physical features indicative of an important type or 
subtype identified in the MPS reflecting its original design or important variation may possess significance.   A state 
highway may also possess significance for particularly important engineering achievements.  SH 330 is not 
considered to be an early or prominent project of the CHD.  Research and literature review yielded no evidence to 
indicate the use of innovative or important engineering design or construction techniques that serve to distinguish 
this highway from other roads and does not appear to exhibit important engineering innovations or important later 
modifications.  The highway’s design and construction appear to fall within the established standard practices of 
state highway design and construction of the time and the highway does not possess significance under Criterion 
C.  

Criterion D 
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 330

330.jpg
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 340

Highway Location:

Counties: Mesa
Length (Miles): 13.218

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms for previously recorded segments of this highway listed above and 
available in Compass were reviewed.  Form 5ME.17132.1 provides information on the old alignment of SH 340 near 
Fruita.  The segment is considered non-supporting of the overall linear resource.

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

340A From SH 6-A in Fruita southeast To SH 70-B at 1st Street in Grand Junction

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

5ME.17132.1 Does not support eligibility of 
entire linear resource>Field 
not eligible

04/20/2011>05/12/2010 OLD HIGHWAY 340 - SEGMENT

5ME.18440 106 - Officially eligible>Field 
eligible

07/18/2012>01/15/2012 HIGHWAY 6/50

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

5ME.5944 Listed on National Register
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 340

Historical Data:

SH 340 begins in Fruita at the junction with SH 6 and travels southeast to the junction with Interstate(I)-70 in Grand 
Junction. The entire route is 13.218 miles.

The road was built as a county road in 1906, and it extended south from Fruita over the Colorado River and traveled 
east toward Grand Junction, connecting with U.S. Highway (US) 50.  The route entered in the state highway system 
in 1939. The addition of this highway to the state system occurred during the administration of Charles Vail, State 
Highway Engineer from 1930 to 1945, when Vail added more than 3600 miles to the 533-mile system. Some of the 
miles came from converting abandoned railroad lines to highways, and others were associated with New Deal 
programs in rural parts of Colorado, where the poor condition of roads required major improvements (Autobee and 
Dobson 2000: E-34).  Until 1972, a segment of SH 340 went from Grand Junction east to the junction with US 6 at 
Palisade.  The segment from Fruita over the Colorado River was realigned by 1970 (Salek; Form 5ME.17132.1).  The 
route was paved by 1955.

The westernmost third of Colorado is dominated by the Colorado Plateau, which stretches from western Colorado 
into eastern Utah, northern Arizona, and northwestern New Mexico. The Colorado Plateau is a high desert with 
scattered forests and mesas (or tablelands), including the forested Flat Tops and Grand Mesa, the desert buttes of 
the Bookcliffs and Roan Plateau, and the juniper studded canyons and red sandstone formations that include 
Colorado National Monument. The region is also characterized by broad swaths of federally-owned land managed by 
the Bureau of Land Management and the US Forest Service (Routt National Forest, Flat Tops Wilderness, and Grand 
Mesa National Forest), with lesser amounts belonging to the National Park Service (Colorado National Monument 
and Dinosaur National Monument). 

Before the establishment of Colorado Territory in 1861, this area was part of Utah Territory (1854), reinforcing the 
physical connection between western Colorado and eastern Utah. Similarly, the land in the northwestern part of 
Colorado resembles southwestern Wyoming and there are strong economic and social connections as ranchers from 
southern Wyoming often owned land in northern Colorado, and vice versa. The Colorado River and its major 
tributaries, including the Colorado (Grand), Uncompahgre, and Gunnison are the major sources of water. Up north, 
the Yampa and White rivers feed into the Green River before it joins the Colorado in Utah and are the lifelines of the 
region. As with other parts of the arid state, the rivers dictated the location of settlements, railroads, agriculture, and 
the state’s roads. 

After the Utes were removed in 1880 to reservations in Utah (leaving only two small Ute reservations in the extreme 
southwest corner of Colorado), the railroads quickly mobilized to provide transportation and economic opportunity for 
farmers, ranchers, and other businesses. The Denver & Rio Grande Railroad built the first lines into the San Juan, 
Gunnison, and Colorado (Grand) River valleys between 1881 and 1883 and helped develop the towns of Grand 
Junction, Montrose, and Delta, among others. The railroad to Steamboat Springs and Craig was slower to develop, 
however, given the isolation of the area and issues with winter travel. David Moffat’s Denver, Northwestern & Pacific 
Railroad entered Steamboat in 1909. After Moffat’s death in 1911, the railroad was bought by the Denver and Salt 
Lake, and it continued to its termination point to Craig in 1913. The railroad stimulated the development of coal 
mining in the Yampa River Valley which required a reliable source of freight transportation. 

Agriculture in the Grand and Gunnison river valleys started with experimentation on the best crops suited for the 
environment. Farmers in the early 1880s discovered the river valleys ideal for fruit growing due to the lower 
elevations, long growing seasons, and potential for large irrigation systems such as the Grand Valley Canal on the 
north side of the Colorado in the 1890s.  The fruit growing region stretched from Fruita, Grand Junction, and Palisade 
along the Colorado River to Delta, Hotchkiss, and Paonia on the North Fork of the Gunnison. Peaches thrived near 
Palisade, while apples and pears did well near Cedaredge and areas of Hotchkiss and Paonia. Farmers also had 
success with sugar beets, corn, wheat, barley, millets, and potatoes (Wyckoff 1999: 227-231). Settlements clustered 
near river bottoms at Parachute, Rifle, Meeker, Steamboat Springs, and Craig, where large ranches grazed cattle 
and sheep on higher benches above the river bottoms, much of it leased from the federal government for grazing. 

The Colorado National Monument was designated in 1911 and SH 340 provides a connection to the west entrance 
south of Fruita.  However, research shows that the road existed before the monument was designated. Although it 
connects to Rimrock Drive, one of two entrances to the park, the road is not itself an aesthetic route, but a connector 
to one. In addition, the route connected Fruita to Grand Junction, and Palisade.  However, railroads, US 50/6 and 
later, I-70, provided more direct access and were the primary links in the transportation network for these 
communities. SH 340 is considered a minor connector route.  A review of sources did not reveal that this route 
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 340

represents important road engineering achievements, an important road type or subtype identified in the MPS, or that 
served to provide an important connections to markets or facilitated development related to transportation and 
agriculture.

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 340

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 340

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 340 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A 
As an Engineered Route, SH 340 does not possess significance under Criterion A.  The route connected the 
agricultural towns of Fruita, Grand Junction and Palisade, however it was not considered a primary or significant 
route because of its late addition to the state highway system in 1939.  Research failed to indicate this highway has 
a direct association with a historical theme important in Colorado history, or that it represents an early or prominent 
road construction project of the Colorado Highway Department (CHD), or the connections it provides from any 
subsequent highway improvements.  As such, the highway does not possess significance under Criterion A.   

Criterion B
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.  

Criterion C 
As a representative example, a state highway that exhibits physical features indicative of an important type or 
subtype identified in the MPS reflecting its original design or important variation may possess significance.   A state 
highway may also possess significance for particularly important engineering achievements.  SH 340 is not 
considered to be an early or prominent project of the CHD.  Research and literature review yielded no evidence to 
indicate the use of innovative or important engineering design or construction techniques that serve to distinguish 
this highway from other roads and does not appear to exhibit important engineering innovations or important later 
modifications.  The highway’s design and construction appear to fall within the established standard practices of 
state highway design and construction of the time and the highway does not possess significance under Criterion 
C.  

Criterion D 
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 340

340.jpg
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 347

Highway Location:

Counties: Montrose
Length (Miles): 5.153

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

No Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms for previously recorded segments of this highway were identified in 
Compass.    

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

347A From Grand Junction Bus Route - From SH 50-A East of Montrose north To the Black Canyon 
of the Gunnison National Monument

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

None No previously recorded 
segments are found on or 
adjacent to this highway

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 347

Historical Data:

SH 347 is a 5.247 mile long road that serves to connect U.S. Highway (US) 50 to the south boundary of the Black 
Canyon of the Gunnison National Park (BCGNP). It begins at US 50 between MPs 100 and 101 on that route, and 
winds north across the hills to the south entrance of the park, where the highway ends and becomes South Rim 
Road, under National Park Service management. Along the way between approximately MP 1 and MP 2, the road 
takes a straight north trajectory across Bostwick Park, a valley of farms and ranches that lies just south of the 
BCGNP. 

SH 347 was designated in 1939, six years after the Black Canyon of the Gunnison became a national monument in 
1933 (it became a national park in 1999). The route provides access to the south side of the canyon. More generally, 
SH 347 and the BCGNP are located in the geographic region known as the Colorado Plateau, which stretches from 
western Colorado into eastern Utah, northern Arizona, and northwestern New Mexico. The Colorado Plateau is a 
high desert with scattered forests and mesas (or tablelands), including the forested Flat Tops and Grand Mesa, the 
desert buttes of the Book Cliffs and Roan Plateau north of I-70, and the juniper studded canyons and red sandstone 
formations that include Colorado National Monument. The region contains broad swaths of federally-owned land 
managed by the Bureau of Land Management and the US Forest Service (Routt National Forest, Flat Tops 
Wilderness, and Grand Mesa National Forest), with lesser amounts, like the BCGNP, under the management of the 
National Park Service.  

A review of sources did not reveal that SH 347 represents important road engineering achievements, an important 
road type or subtype identified in the MPS, or that served to provide an important connections to markets or 
facilitated development related to mineral development in the area. Although the highway connects to the NPS’s 
South Rim Road, it is not itself an aesthetic route, but a connector to one. 

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 347

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 347

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 347 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A 
SH 347 does not possess significance under Criterion A.  Research failed to indicate this highway has a direct 
association with a historical theme important in Colorado history, or that it represents an early or prominent road 
construction project of the Colorado Highway Department (CHD), or the connections it provides from any 
subsequent highway improvements.  As such, the highway does not possess significance under Criterion A.   

Criterion B 
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.  

Criterion C 
This highway is not considered to be an early or prominent project of the CHD.  Research and literature review 
yielded no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering design or construction techniques 
that serve to distinguish this highway from other roads and does not appear to exhibit important engineering 
innovations or important later modifications.  The highway’s design and construction appear to fall within the 
established standard practices of state highway design and construction of the time and the highway does not 
possess significance under Criterion C.  

Criterion D 
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 347

347.jpg
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 348

Highway Location:

Counties: Montrose, Delta
Length (Miles): 17.053

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

No Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms for previously recorded segments of this highway were identified in 
Compass.  

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

348A From SH 50-A in Delta (6th Street) South via Pea Green Corner South and East To SH 50-A in 
East of Olathe

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

None No previously recorded 
segments are found on or 
adjacent to this highway

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 348

Historical Data:

SH 348 is located in the Uncompahgre Valley in the central region of Colorado’s Western Slope. It is 17.059 miles in 
length, beginning in Delta at the junction of U.S. Highway (US) 50, and following section lines, south and east, until it 
ends at the junction of US 50 on the east side of Olathe. It is contained in Delta and Montrose counties, and runs 
through the tiny hamlet of Pea Green Corner, just south of the Montrose County line.  The route begins in Delta at the 
intersection of US 50 and West 6th Street. It follows W. 6th west to Silver St., where it turns south as Silver and 
Bridge Streets, exiting Delta and following section lines south (with a ¾ mile westward jog at Mesa Road) to Dalia 
Road, then east, jogging south 1 mile at 5500 Rd, through Olathe, where it ends at US 50. 

SH 348 serves the farms of the irrigated farmland of the northern Uncompahgre Valley. It was named a state highway 
in 1939, when it was co-signed with SH 65 along its current route, but extended through Olathe, looping back to 
connect with US 50 from the east instead of the west, as it does today.  By the early 1950s, it had been partially 
paved, and in or around 1953, the loop segment east of Olathe was turned back, leaving its current route. Historic 
highway maps show it paved in its entirety by 1963. 

The Uncompahgre Valley is contained in the Colorado Plateau, which dominates the westernmost third of Colorado 
and stretches from western Colorado into eastern Utah, northern Arizona, and northwestern New Mexico. The 
Colorado Plateau is a high desert with scattered forests and mesas (or tablelands), including the forested Flat Tops 
and Grand Mesa, the desert buttes of the Bookcliffs and Roan Plateau, and the juniper studded canyons and red 
sandstone formations that include Colorado National Monument. Before the establishment of Colorado Territory in 
1861, the Western Slope was part of Utah Territory (1854). The Colorado River and its major tributaries, including the 
Colorado (Grand), Uncompahgre, and Gunnison are the major sources water. After the Utes were removed in 1880 
to reservations in Utah (leaving only two small Ute reservations in the extreme southwest corner of Colorado), the 
railroads quickly mobilized to provide transportation and economic opportunity for farmers, ranchers, and other 
businesses. The Denver & Rio Grande Railroad built the first lines into the San Juan, Gunnison, Uncompahgre, and 
Colorado (Grand) River valleys between 1881 to 1883 and helped develop the towns of Grand Junction, Montrose, 
and Delta, among others. 

Agriculture in the Grand and Gunnison river valleys started with experimentation on the best crops suited for the 
environment. Farmers in the early 1880s discovered the river valleys ideal for fruit growing due to the lower 
elevations, long growing seasons, and potential for large irrigation systems such as the Grand Valley Canal on the 
north side of the Colorado in the 1890s.  The fruit growing region stretched from Fruita, Grand Junction, and Palisade 
along the Colorado River to Delta, Hotchkiss, and Paonia on the North Fork of the Gunnison. Peaches thrived near 
Palisade, while apples and pears did well near Cedaredge and areas of Hotchkiss and Paonia. Farmers also had 
success with sugar beets, corn, wheat, barley, millets, and potatoes (Wyckoff 1999: 227-231). Settlements clustered 
near river bottoms at Parachute, Rifle, Meeker, Steamboat Springs, and Craig, where large ranches grazed cattle 
and sheep on higher benches above the river bottoms, much of it leased from the federal government for grazing. 
Brown’s Hole, in the far northwest corner of the state, shared borders with Utah and Wyoming and was known as a 
good winter range for large cattle herds from Wyoming (Wyckoff 1999: 244). 

SH 348 was not an early project of the Colorado Highway Department, but was constructed to serve the farms that 
developed with the intensification of irrigated farm settlement in the Uncompahgre Valley. Although it connects to US 
50 on both ends, it is not the most direct route to local market centers for many of the farms in the northern part of the 
valley. Sources did not indicate that this road represents important engineering achievements, or that it meets other 
criteria for significance. 

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 348

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 348

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 348 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A
SH 348 was not found in the course of research to meet criteria for significance. It is not an early or prominent 
project of the Colorado Highway Department (CHD) and research did not reveal it to be an important example of a 
road built or improved as part of a Depression-era federal work relief project. Although it provided connectivity to 
Delta and Olathe as a farm-to-market route, it was not significant in the early agricultural development of the Valley 
to a greater degree than any other section road.  As such, the highway does not possess significance under 
Criterion A.   

Criterion B
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.  

Criterion C
This highway is not considered to be an early or prominent project of the CHD.  Research and literature review 
yielded no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering design or construction techniques 
that serve to distinguish this highway from other roads and does not appear to exhibit important engineering 
innovations or important later modifications.  The highway’s design and construction appear to fall within the 
established standard practices of state highway design and construction of the time and the highway does not 
possess significance under Criterion C.  

Criterion D 
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 348

348.jpg
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: U.S. Highway (US) 350

Highway Location:

Counties: Otero, Las Animas
Length (Miles): 72.464

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms for previously recorded segments of this highway includes 5OT.1165.1.  
This site form is available in Compass and includes the Old Highway 350.  This resource was previously documented 
in 2008 with no eligibility recommendation noted in Compass.  

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

350A From U.S. 160C Beshoar Junction East of Trinidad Northeast via Model and Timpas To U.S. 
050B and Grant Ave in La Junta

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

5OT.1165.1 No assessment given on 
form

9/29/2008 OLD HIGHWAY 350

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: U.S. Highway (US) 350

Historical Data:

US 350 is a two-lane paved roadway that extends for approximately 72 miles between La Junta and Trinidad in 
southeastern Colorado.  The US 350 corridor generally follows the route of the Mountain Branch of the Santa Fe 
Trail, which extended through southeastern Colorado from Kansas toward Santa Fe, beginning in the mid-1800s; the 
Mountain Branch was established by the 1840s and the trail is shown on historic mapping in 1866.  (Santa Fe 
Association 2015).  By 1916 state highway maps display the highway as a “principal state and automobile road” and 
by 1919 the roadway is listed as surfaced and was designated as State Highway (SH) 29.  State highway maps 
indicate that the route was designated US 350 in 1926.  Project plans indicate that improvements associated with 
Works Progress Municipal Highway (WPMH) Project No. 267-J were planned for a portion of the route extending 
south from La Junta in 1930.  The WPMH was administered under the Works Progress Administration, a Depression-
era federal work relief program. 

Between 1930 and 1937 portions of the road were graded according to state highway maps.  A stair step alignment 
between approximately Beshoar Junction and Earl was straightened and by 1938 the route was paved.  A 1941 
Colorado Guidebook indicates that US 350 comprised a section of the National Old Trails (NOT) Highway.  The NOT 
Highway was a regionally important named highway formed as a result of the Good Roads Movement to improve 
local roads.  Named highways of the Good Roads Movement, such as the NOT Highway, utilized a network of 
preexisting trails and local and state roads to provide regional connectivity.  The Good Roads Movement resulted in 
the promotion and improvement of many roads that were precursors to the development of the system of state and 
U.S. highways.

The alignment of the highway in rural areas has remained relatively unchanged while its urban alignments within 
Trinidad and La Junta have varied over the years.  US 350 extends through the Comanche National Grasslands and 
its entire length is designated a Colorado Scenic and Historic Byway.                      

US 350 served as the main connection between Trinidad and La Junta, providing access for numerous communities 
in the region to these two commercial centers in southeastern Colorado.  The environment in this region of the state 
consists of arid grasslands and canyons and includes the Arkansas River Valley formed by the river and its 
tributaries.  Settlement occurred in the early 1800s as a result of regional trade along the Santa Fe and Cherokee 
Trails, whose routes generally followed the Arkansas River Valley corridor and subsequently formed portions of the 
route of present-day US 50.  Early mapping of the region show territorial roads connecting early trade centers like 
Bent’s Fort and Trinidad that served as trade routes.  

Historically, the trails, highways, and rural roads that made up the transportation network in southeastern Colorado 
facilitated travel through this sparsely-populated region and also made possible the transfer and distribution of the 
region’s agricultural products.  The Santa Fe Trail was the earliest major east-west route through this region and 
remained as such until the 1920s highways such as former SH 100 (current US 160) and US 350, provided major 
east-west routes while and present-day US 287, US 350 and US 385, the major north-south arteries in this region, 
provided access to previously remote areas in the far southeastern corner of the state.  

The population of this region remains relatively sparse and agriculture remains the dominant industry in which 
highways such as US 350, provided important transportation links between major commercial centers like Lamar, La 
Junta, and Trinidad.    

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: U.S. Highway (US) 350

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: U.S. Highway (US) 350

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

US 350 is classified as a Cultural Route and an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A
As a Cultural Route, this highway possesses significance under Criterion A in the areas of Transportation at the 
state level for its association with the Mountain Branch of the Santa Fe Trail and as a portion of the NOT Highway.  
The route and alignment of this highway evolved from the Santa Fe Trail, an important early trade and travel route 
between Missouri and Santa Fe beginning in the 1840s, and the NOT Highway before being designated a state 
highway by 1916.  As an Engineered Route, the highway was described as a “principal state and automobile road”; 
as such, it also qualifies as an early project of the Colorado Highway Department (CHD).  The route also carried 
the NOT Highway and continued in use as an important regional vehicular route that linked two of the largest cities 
in the region, Trinidad and La Junta, providing direct connectivity between rural areas and important regional 
centers in southeastern Colorado. As such it, is also significant in the area of Transportation for its role as a farm-
to-market road at the local level.  The portion of the highway associated with improvements under the Works 
Progress Administration, WPMH Project No. WPMH 267-J, has a direct association to a specific Depression-era 
federal work relief project and derives significance in the area of Politics/Government at the state level.

In summary, US 350 possesses significance under Transportation at the state and local level and 
Politics/Government at the state level.

Criterion B
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.

Criterion C
This highway is considered to be an early project of the CHD, a farm-to-market road, and portions were improved 
under a Depression-era federal work relief project; however, the literature review yielded no evidence of the use of 
innovative engineering design or construction features particular to US 350 that serve to distinguish it from other 
roads.  While US 350 is considered to be an early an early project of the CHD, a farm-to-market road, and portions 
were improved under a Depression-era federal work relief project; it does not appear to be an important road type 
or subtype for exhibit distinctive characteristics or variations.  The highway’s design and subsequent construction 
history appear to fall within the established standard State Highway design and construction practices.  As such, it 
does not possess significance under Criterion C.

Criterion D
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National

Mead & Hunt, Inc./Dill Historians LLC U.S. Highway (US) 350 - Page 4

*Information based on data from Compass provided by OAHP



Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: U.S. Highway (US) 350

that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: U.S. Highway (US) 350

350.jpg
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 368

Highway Location:

Counties: Rio Grande, Conejos, Alamosa
Length (Miles): 12.323

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

No Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms for previously recorded segments of this highway were identified in 
Compass.    

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

368A From SH 370-A south of Monte Vista south and east To SH 295-A south of Alamosa

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

None No previously recorded 
segments are found on or 
adjacent to this highway

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 368

Historical Data:

SH 368 is approximately 12 miles long and located in the San Luis Valley, southwest of Alamosa, in the south-central 
region of the state.  The highway route is a stair-step pattern and extends west from its eastern terminus at U.S. 
Highway (US) 285, just north of Estrella, to its junction with SH 370.  

The earliest transportation corridors in South-Central Colorado were wagon roads that often followed trails 
established by Native Americans.  Settlers from New Mexico moved into the San Luis Valley in the 1850s and 
established early irrigation and water reclamation systems to aid in agricultural development.  The San Luis Valley 
developed into a center for agriculture and livestock-raising within the region beginning in the mid-nineteenth century.  
(Carter and Mehls 1984: 46-48)

Railroad construction began in southern Colorado during the 1860s.  The Denver and Rio Grande Railroad (D&RG) 
was organized in 1870 and construction on tracks south of Denver began that same year.  The D&RG reached the 
San Luis Valley by 1877 and expanded throughout the valley over the next several decades; tracks reached Alamosa 
in 1878, a line was constructed from Alamosa to Espanola, New Mexico in 1880 and in in 1881 tracks reached Del 
Norte.  The San Luis Valley Southern Railroad was constructed between Monte Vista and Center in 1913.  Railroads 
served as an important means for distributing livestock and agricultural products produced in the San Luis Valley. 
(Carter and Mehls 1984: 46-48, 79-81)       

The popularity of the automobile increased dramatically between 1910 and 1920.  The Good Roads Movement and 
establishment of the Colorado Highway Commission in the first decades of the twentieth century led to the 
establishment of a highway network throughout the region and state.  Smaller communities increasingly saw the 
benefits of highway access, which led to further highway construction along less traveled routes in the 1920s and 
1930s.  US 160 became the major east-west route through the San Luis Valley in the 1930s by providing connections 
to SH 17, US 285, and many smaller and less prominent north-south routes that comprised the local transportation 
network. (Carter and Mehls 1984: 138-141) SH 368 was not designated a state highway until 1939 and extended 
west from US 285 to SH 15, in a single stair-step pattern.  By 1954, the route was realigned to its current alignment 
with two stair-steps and its western terminus at SH 370.  The entire route was paved by 1958.  The highway was one 
of many short area roads that formed the area transportation network between La Jara, Monte Vista, and Alamosa.        

State highways, farm-to-market roads, and small local connector roads like SH 368 typically served to link more 
remote areas with the major regional transportation corridors, towns, and cities.  Research and review of historic 
mapping indicates that this highway had no important association to historic themes within the state and region nor 
did it provide direct access to destinations associated with important trends or events.  Within the context of the 
region, SH 368 served as a minor connector road and functioned as one of many highways that comprised the local 
and regional transportation network.  
  
(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 368

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 368

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 368 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A
SH 368 was constructed relatively late within the context of highway development and is neither an example of an 
early or prominent project by the Colorado Highway Department (CHD) nor was it built or improved as part of a 
Depression-era federal work relief project.  Historically, SH 368 served to provide typical connections to other state 
roads and county roads to common local and rural regional destinations.  The highway did not function as a main 
transportation route for providing direct connectivity as a farm-to-market road between an important agricultural 
region and its market.  As such, it does not possess significance under Criterion A. 

Criterion B
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.

Criterion C
This highway is not considered to be an early or prominent project of the CHD.  Research and literature review 
yielded no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering design or construction techniques 
that serve to distinguish this highway from other roads and does not appear to exhibit important engineering 
innovations or important later modifications.  The highway’s design and construction appear to fall within the 
established standard practices of state highway design and construction of the time and the highway does not 
possess significance under Criterion C.  
   
Criterion D
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 368
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 370

Highway Location:

Counties: Rio Grande, Alamosa
Length (Miles): 14.136

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

No Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms for previously recorded segments of this highway were identified in 
Compass.    

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

370A From SH 15-A south of Monte Vista east To SH 285-A south of Alamosa

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

None No previously recorded 
segments are found on or 
adjacent to this highway

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 370

Historical Data:

SH 370 is approximately 14 miles long and located southwest of Alamosa in the south-central region of the state.  
The highway extends west from the U.S. Highway (US) 285 junction to SH 15, just north of the Conejos-Rio Grande 
County line.  

The earliest transportation corridors in South-Central Colorado were wagon roads that often followed trails 
established by Native Americans.  Settlers from New Mexico moved into the San Luis Valley in the 1850s and 
established early irrigation and water reclamation systems to support the area’s agricultural industries.  The San Luis 
Valley developed into a center for agriculture and livestock-raising within the region beginning in the mid-nineteenth 
century.  (Carter and Mehls 1984: 46-48)  

Railroad construction began in southern Colorado during the 1860s.  The Denver and Rio Grande Railroad (D&RG) 
was organized in 1870 and construction on tracks south of Denver began that same year.  The D&RG reached the 
San Luis Valley by 1877 and expanded throughout the valley over the next several decades; tracks reached Alamosa 
in 1878 and a line was constructed from Alamosa to Espanola, New Mexico in 1880.  Railroads served as an 
important means for connecting communities distributing livestock and agricultural products produced in the San Luis 
Valley to larger markets. (Carter and Mehls 1984: 46-48, 79-81)    

The popularity of the automobile increased dramatically between 1910 and 1920.  The Good Roads Movement and 
establishment of the Colorado Highway Commission in the first decades of the twentieth century led to the 
establishment of a highway network throughout the region and state.  Smaller communities increasingly saw the 
benefits of highway access, which led to further highway construction along less traveled routes in the 1920s and 
1930s.  US 160 became the major east-west route through the San Luis Valley in the 1930s by providing connections 
to SH 17, US 285, and many smaller and less prominent north-south routes that comprised the local transportation 
network. (Carter and Mehls 1984: 138-141)  

The eastern half of SH 370 was not in place or designated a state a highway until 1939 according to historic state 
highway maps at which time it extended west from US 285 to the Alamosa-Rio Grande County Line.  By 1954 the 
route was extended further west to its current terminus at SH 15.  The entire highway was paved two years later in 
1956.  Based on an analysis of historic highway maps, it appears to have served as a local connector to provide easy 
access to Alamosa and Monte Vista for those living and working in the area.  

State highways, farm-to-market roads, and small local connector roads like SH 370 typically served to link more 
remote areas with the major regional transportation corridors, towns, and cities.  Research and review of historic 
mapping indicates that this highway had no important association to historic themes within the state and region nor 
did it provide direct access to destinations associated with important trends or events.  SH 370 served as a minor 
connector road to access more prominent routes in the region and was one of many roads that formed the local and 
regional transportation network.   
      
(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 370

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 370

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 370 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A
SH 370 was constructed relatively late within the context of highway development and is not an example of an early 
or prominent project by the Colorado Highway Department (CHD) nor was it built or improved as part of a 
Depression-era federal work relief project.  Present-day SH 370 is a short local connector road and did not serve 
as an important farm-to-market road providing access between an important agricultural region and its market.  As 
such, it does not possess significance under Criterion A.   

Criterion B
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.

Criterion C
This highway is not considered to be an early or prominent project of the CHD.  Research and literature review 
yielded no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering design or construction techniques 
that serve to distinguish this highway from other roads and does not appear to exhibit important engineering 
innovations or important later modifications.  The highway’s design and construction appear to fall within the 
established standard practices of state highway design and construction of the time and the highway does not 
possess significance under Criterion C.  
   
Criterion D
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 370

370.jpg

Mead & Hunt, Inc./Dill Historians LLC State Highway (SH) 370 - Page 5

*Information based on data from Compass provided by OAHP



Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 371

Highway Location:

Counties: Conejos
Length (Miles): 6.055

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

No Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms for previously recorded segments of this highway were identified in 
Compass.    

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

371A From SH 15-B east of Capulin north To SH 368-A on the Conejos/Alamosa County Line

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

None No previously recorded 
segments are found on or 
adjacent to this highway

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 371

Historical Data:

SH 371 is approximately six miles long and located southwest of Alamosa and west of La Jara in the San Luis Valley, 
in the south-central region of the state.  The highway’s southern terminus corresponds to its junction with SH 15, east 
of Capulin, and its northern terminus is SH 368 at the border of Alamosa and Conejos Counties.  

The earliest transportation corridors in South-Central Colorado were wagon roads that often followed trails 
established by Native Americans.  Settlers from New Mexico moved into the San Luis Valley in the 1850s and 
established early irrigation and water reclamation systems that lead to the development of area agriculture and 
animal husbandry beginning in the mid-nineteenth century.  (Carter and Mehls 1984: 46-48)  

Railroad construction began in southern Colorado during the 1860s.  The Denver and Rio Grande Railroad (D&RG) 
was organized in 1870 and construction on tracks south of Denver began that same year.  The D&RG reached the 
San Luis Valley by 1877 and expanded throughout the valley over the next several decades providing connections 
between the region and larger markets; tracks reached Alamosa in 1878 and a line was constructed from Alamosa to 
Espanola, New Mexico in 1880.  The San Luis Valley Southern Railroad was constructed from Blanca to Jaroso in 
1910 and between Monte Vista and Center in 1913.  Railroads served as an important means for distributing 
livestock and agricultural products produced in the San Luis Valley. (Carter and Mehls 1984: 46-48, 79-81)    

The popularity of the automobile increased dramatically between 1910 and 1920.  The Good Roads Movement and 
establishment of the Colorado Highway Commission in the first decades of the twentieth century led to the 
establishment of a highway network throughout the region and state.  Smaller communities increasingly saw the 
benefits of highway access, which led to further highway construction along less traveled routes in the 1920s and 
1930s.  US 160 became the major east-west route through the San Luis Valley in the 1930s, with connections to SH 
17, US 285, and many smaller and less prominent north-south routes. (Carter and Mehls 1984: 138-141)  

SH 371 was designated a state highway in 1939.  It was not comprised of earlier roads as its route was not included 
on state highway maps until 1939.  The entire route was paved by 1958.  The highway was one of many short area 
roads that formed the area transportation network between La Jara, Monte Vista, and Alamosa.  

State highways, farm-to-market roads, and small local connector roads served to link more remote areas with major 
regional transportation corridors, towns, and cities; however, research and review of historic mapping does not 
indicate that this highway provided direct access to destinations related to historic themes such as industry or 
agriculture in an important way.  SH 371 served as a minor connector road and functioned as one of many highways 
that comprise the local and regional transportation network.  

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 371

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 371

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 371 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A
SH 371 was constructed relatively late within the context of highway development and is not an example of an early 
or prominent project by the Colorado Highway Department (CHD) nor was it built or improved as part of a 
Depression-era federal work relief project.  Historically, SH 371 served to provide typical connections to other state 
roads and county roads to common local and rural regional destinations.  The highway did not function as a main 
transportation route for providing direct connectivity as a farm-to-market road between an important agricultural 
region and its market.  As such, it does not possess significance under Criterion A.   

Criterion B
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.

Criterion C
This highway is not considered to be an early or prominent project of the CHD.  Research and literature review 
yielded no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering design or construction techniques 
that serve to distinguish this highway from other roads and does not appear to exhibit important engineering 
innovations or important later modifications.  The highway’s design and construction appear to fall within the 
established standard practices of state highway design and construction of the time and the highway does not 
possess significance under Criterion C.  
   
Criterion D
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 371
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: U.S. Highway (US) 385

Highway Location:

Counties: Sedgwick, Phillips, Yuma, Kit Carson, Cheyenne, Kiowa, Prowers
Length (Miles): 216.213

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

Generally the history given in the Colorado Cultural Resource Inventory forms available in Compass for US 385 rely on 
information from Highways to the Sky (Associated Cultural Resource Experts, 2002) and Colorado State Roads and 
Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission (MPS).  One exception is the form for 
5PW.171.2 that provides a limited amount of historical data not given in those documents.  US 385 from Springfield, 
Baca County, to Cheyenne Wells, Cheyenne County, was documented for Highways to the Sky and included on forms 
for 5BA.879, 5PW.171, and 5CH.198.  

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

385A From SH 50B in Granada North via Bristol To SH 96D West of Sheridan Lake

385B From SH 96-D in Sheridan Lake North To SH 40-H east of Cheyenne Wells

385C From SH 40H in Cheyenne Wells North via Burlington To SH 36D east of Idalia

385D From SH 36-D Northeast of Idalia North via Wray and Holyoke To SH 138-A East of Julesburg

385E From SH 138-A west of Julesburg Northwest To  the Nebraska State Line

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

5BA.879.1 Field not eligible 1/28/2002 STATE HIGHWAY 385 - SEGMENT

5CH.198.1 Field not eligible 1/28/2002 STATE HIGHWAY 385 - SEGMENT

5KW.121.1 Field not eligible 1/28/2002 STATE HIGHWAY 385 - SEGMENT

5PW.171.1 Field not eligible 1/28/2002 STATE HIGHWAY 385 - SEGMENT

5PW.171.2 Field not eligible 1/23/2003 STATE HIGHWAY 385 - SEGMENT

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: U.S. Highway (US) 385

Historical Data:

Colorado Cultural Resource Inventory forms for previously recorded segments of this highway were reviewed for 
historical background information (see OAHP Site Numbers above).  In addition, a historical summary of this highway 
is included in Highways to the Sky.  This information was used to complete the statement of significance.  One 
change is noted below in the historical summary in Highways to the Sky.

Below is a reiteration of key points in the history of US 385 found in Highways to the Sky, with a brief augmentation of 
historical data related to US 385 along eastern Colorado:

US 385 runs through the eastern edge of Colorado from the Oklahoma border north to the Nebraska border, through 
eight counties (see above) and the towns of Campo, Springfield, Lamar, Granada, Bristol, Sheridan Lake, Cheyenne 
Wells, Burlington, Wray, Holyoke, and Julesburg.  The highway is cosigned with US 50 as it heads west from 
Granada to Lamar, and cosigned with US 287 from Lamar south to the Oklahoma state line. 

Farm settlement came late to the southeastern plains of Colorado, but along the Arkansas River in this region some 
of the earliest settlement in the state took place, with the Mountain Branch of the Santa Fe Trail following the 
Arkansas River and its tributary, the Purgatoire River, across what is now southeastern Colorado.  The segment of 
US 385 that is cosigned with US 50 between Lamar and Granada follows this corridor along the south side of the 
Arkansas River (although it does not run concurrently with the route of the Santa Fe Trail, which followed the 
Arkansas River on the north side of the river).  It should be noted that, although Highways to the Sky implies that this 
part of US 385/US 50 also follows the route of the Fort Union Military Road (also known as the Granada-Fort Union 
Wagon Road and the Fort Leavenworth Road), this is not correct.  The latter ran along a diagonal route (northeast to 
southwest) from Granada to the New Mexico border, and its only intersection with US 385 is approximately halfway 
between Lamar and Springfield, or about 5 miles north of Two Buttes Creek, at approximately MP 51 (Santa Fe Trail 
Scenic and Historic Byway Management Plan, 2008).  The form for 5PW.171.2 indicates that US 385/US 287 follows 
the alignment of a wagon road connecting Lamar to Springfield in the mid-1880s, when those two towns were first 
established; however, the direct source was not cited in the form. 

Farm settlement in eastern Colorado and along the US 385 corridor was driven by the Homestead Act of 1862 and 
later, the Enlarged Homestead Act of 1909 and the Stock Raising Act of 1916.  Irrigated lands along the Arkansas 
River made possible by the 1887 Fort Lyon Canal allowed (and continue to allow) crop farming, as does irrigation in 
the northern part of the state and, sporadically, elsewhere along the US 385 corridor.  Since the 1860s the high plains 
of eastern Colorado have provided lands for livestock grazing.  The Homestead “boom” of the 1910s and 1920s gave 
way to a long series of drought years with the Dust Bowl and Great Depression, decimating the region’s dryland (non-
irrigated) farms, leading many farmers to sell out to cattle ranchers.  As the region recovered, irrigated farming and 
better soil management practices allowed farmers to re-establish in some areas, but ranching continues to be a key 
economic driver in most of the eastern edge of the state (USDA Census of Agriculture, 2012).

North of Cheyenne Wells, the route of current US 385 compares favorably with its 1916 alignment, in which it was 
comprised of the following collection of State Highways (SH): SH 9S from Cheyenne Wells north to Burlington, SH 6S 
from Burlington north to Wray, and SH 24S from Wray north to Julesburg at the intersection with SH 9. The only 
notable departure from the 1916 alignment is a segment in south Yuma County where the highway no longer runs 
through Idalia and Vernon, because the route was shifted east c.1939 for a more direct connection north from 
Burlington to Wray (State Highway Department Map, 1939). 

By 1922 the road between Cheyenne Wells and Julesburg had been improved, with a stretch north of Cheyenne 
Wells and a longer stretch between Burlington and Wray receiving surface treatment, most likely oil process surfacing 
(State Highway Department Map, 1922).  In the early 1920s the route was renumbered SH 51.  By 1930 the road was 
surfaced but unpaved (State Highway Department Map, 1930).  Oil surfacing was confined to the portions of the 
highway west and south of Lamar until after World War II.  In the post-World War II period, oil surface treatment and 
paving increased from year to year, occurring first in the northern counties and then in and around Wray and 
Burlington.  By 1960 only the segment from the Prowers/Kiowa County line north to Cheyenne Wells remained 
unpaved.  By 1964 US 385 was paved in its entirety (Colorado Department of Highways Travel Map, 1960; 1964).   

US 385 was not so-designated until 1959, when it was cosigned with SH 51 from Granada north to Julesburg (Salek,  
2015) and with US 287 from Lamar south to the Oklahoma border.  Maps show the former segment remaining 
cosigned with SH 51 until 1969, when US 385 became its identifier (Colorado Department of Highways Travel Map, 
1968; 1969).  The latter segment remains cosigned with US 287.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: U.S. Highway (US) 385

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: U.S. Highway (US) 385

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: U.S. Highway (US) 385

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

US 385 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A
Research does not suggest that US 385 served as an important farm-to-market road or reflects early or prominent 
efforts of the Colorado Highway Department (CHD) to facilitate the region’s agricultural industry in an important 
way.  US 385 runs through an agricultural area characterized by ranching.  The role of the highway in the growth in 
ranching in eastern Colorado is not directly related to efforts of the CHD or US 385 as a farm-to-market route.  The 
development of US 385 was incremental and does not represent a prominent project of the CHD.  Although the 
highway traverses a similar corridor as a short segment of the Santa Fe Trail along the Arkansas River in Prowers 
County, US 385 neither has a direct association with the trail, nor does the highway follow the route of the 
Granada-Fort Union Wagon Road.  A wagon road connecting Springfield and Lamar once ran along a segment of 
US 385, but this route does not appear to have historical importance when compared to the many other stage and 
wagon roads in the region during the same period. As such, US 385 does not possess significance under Criterion 
A.

Criterion B
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.  

Criterion C
The literature review yielded no evidence of the use of innovative engineering design or construction features 
particular to US 385 that serve to distinguish it from other roads.  While the route is considered to be an early farm-
to-market road, it does not appear to be an important road type or subtype with important or distinctive 
characteristics or variations related to engineering.  The highway’s design and subsequent construction history 
appear to fall within the established standard State Highway design and construction practices.  As such, it does 
not possess significance under Criterion C.

Criterion D
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: U.S. Highway (US) 385

385.jpg
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 389

Highway Location:

Counties: Las Animas
Length (Miles): 12.621

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

No Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms for previously recorded segments of this highway were identified in 
Compass.    

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

389A From the New Mexico State Line North via Branson To SH 160-C East of Trinidad

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

None No previously recorded 
segments are found on or 
adjacent to this highway

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 389

Historical Data:

SH 389 is a two-lane highway that extends approximately 13 miles from U.S. Highway (US) 160 near Walts Corner 
south through the community of Branson to the New Mexico border.  Research and historical mapping indicate that a 
portion of current SH 389, from just north of Branson to Walts Corner, formed earlier portions of SH 100 and US 160.  
This portion of current SH 389 first appears on the 1922 historic state highway map.  By 1930, state highway maps 
indicate SH 100, including the northern portion of current SH 389 from just north of Branson to Walts Corner, was 
cosigned with US 160 while the remaining portion of current 389 served to connect SH 100/US 160 to New Mexico.  
According to Salek, by 1949, US 160 was moved to a new alignment, and old US 160 that extended south to 
Branson was numbered as SH 389. By 1954 the section south of Branson had been turned back and SH 389 did not 
connect to the New Mexico border. The road was extended back to the New Mexico border by 1964 and entirely 
paved by 1965.

The early history of the northern portion of SH 389 is associated with the history of SH 100/US 160 (current US 160) 
prior to 1949, which is recommended as possessing significance as an early and prominent transportation route 
across southern Colorado constructed by the Colorado Highway Department (CHD).  This evaluation notes the entire 
route of US 160 as it existed historically in southern Colorado is significant as an early highway that opened western 
Colorado for automobile transportation and by providing a vital link between southwestern Colorado and the 
southeastern portion of the state.  See the Colorado Historic Highway Inventory form for US 160 for more detail.

The portion of the highway from just north of Branson south to the New Mexico border is not associated with SH 
100/US 160.  This portion of the highway was established later when the road functioned as one of several state 
highways to provide access between Colorado and New Mexico during the post-World War II period.  As such the 
history of this portion of the highway is not related to important historical themes.  Rather it served as part of the 
overall regional transportation network by providing connections to other roads.  

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 389

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 389

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

The northern portion of US 389 from just north of Branson to Walts Corner formed a portion of US 160 until 1949 
and is historically associated with the early history of this route.  As such, this highway is classified as a Cultural 
Route and an Engineered Route - the same as US 160 - under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A 
Under Transportation, the portion of the US 389 associated with the eralier history as a portion of US 160 and is 
noted as a Cultural Route for its use as an early Native American trail under the area of Transportation at the state 
level.  As an Engineered Route under Transportation, the portion of the route associated with US 160 that extended 
east of Trinidad (encompasses the northern portion of current SH 389) represents efforts of the Colorado Highway 
Department (CHD) by 1922 to open the southern portion of the state by linking the western portion of US 160, 
which crossed the continental divide/San Juan Mountains, and thereby linking the southeastern and southwestern 
portions of the state to areas to the north.  As such, this portion of SH 389 is an example of a prominent project by 
the CHD.  This portion of the highway also functioned as part of US 160 to provide direct and important east-west 
connections serving as a link for conveying agricultural goods in southern Colorado to market centers and other 
prominent transportation corridors within the region and state.  The northern portion of SH 389 possesses 
significance in the area of Transportation at the state level for providing early access to southern Colorado and at 
the local level for its role in facilitating agricultural development under Criterion A as a farm-to-market road.  

The southern portion of SH 389 from just north of Branson to the New Mexico border served as one of many post 
World War II roads providing access to other roads within the overall transportation network.  Research does not 
indicate the southern portion of SH 389 provided direct access to destinations related to important historic themes 
and does not possess significance under Criterion A.

Criterion B
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.

Criterion C
Historically the northern portion of SH 389 was associated with the history of US 160 (See the Colorado Historic 
Highway Inventory form for US 160 for more detail), which serves as an example of a prominent project by the 
CHD and was among the first roads designed and constructed for motorized vehicular traffic across the continental 
divide in the state.  However, the portion of US 160 crossing the continental divide is located to the west of SH 389.  
Research and literature review yielded no evidence to indicate that SH 389 represents the application of innovative 
or important engineering design or construction techniques based on topography or challenging site conditions.  
Significance under Criterion C for its early history and association as one component of US 160 is better 
demonstrated by those portions of the US 160 crossing the continental divide and specifically noted on the 
Colorado Historic Highway Inventory form for US 160.  SH 389 does not possess significance under Criterion C.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 389

Criterion D
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 391

Highway Location:

Counties: Jefferson
Length (Miles): 9.434

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

No Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms for previously recorded segments of this highway were identified in 
Compass.    

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

391A From the South Side Frontage Rd at SH285-D in Lakewood North along Kipling St. To the North
side of I 70-A in Wheat Ridge at 49th Ave

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

None No previously recorded 
segments are found on or 
adjacent to this highway

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway

Mead & Hunt, Inc./Dill Historians LLC State Highway (SH) 391 - Page 1

*Information based on data from Compass provided by OAHP



Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 391

Historical Data:

SH 391 is entirely located in Jefferson County and runs 9.64 miles from the south side of the Frontage Road at SH 
285-D (Hampden Avenue) in Lakewood north as Kipling Street to the north side of Interstate(I)-70-A in Wheat Ridge 
at 49th Ave. 

Suburban development along Kipling Street did not begin until the years following World War II, with the boom years 
of suburbanization in the Metro Denver area. Kipling was designated as SH 391 from Colfax south to Alameda in 
1955. By 1967, the highway designation reached north to 44th Avenue (SH 58) and to its present northern terminus 
of I-70 in 1968 (Salek, 2014). Although it was largely a residential street, Kipling was part of the “fast grid” of the 
western metro area, providing access to with commercial strips like Colfax and Alameda Avenues and to the 
freeways that led to Denver’s urban core.  In addition, the Denver Federal Center was built in 1941 on the corner of 
Kipling and US 6.  Kipling provided connectivity to the center for thousands of federal workers during World War II 
and later (Autobee, 2011: 32).

The southern segment of SH 391, from Alameda south to Hampden (U.S. Highway 285) was designated when the 
state took over the route from the City of Lakewood in 1984. SH 391 was extended and Kipling Parkway was 
constructed with monies that had been intended for the construction of I-470, a project that was withdrawn in 1976 
(Salek, 2015).  

SH 391 served as is an important transportation corridor in the Metro Denver area and facilitated the physical 
development of post-World War II suburbs in Denver.  

Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway System, Colorado State 
Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, plans in the Online 
Transportation Information System (OTIS) and site forms for previously surveyed resources in Compass when 
available.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 391

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 391

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 391 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A
SH 391 is an Engineered Route that possesses significance under Criterion A.  SH 391 served as is an important 
transportation corridor in the Metro Denver area and its access facilitated the physical development of post-World 
War II suburbs in Denver.  As such, the highway possesses significance under Criterion A in the area of 
Transportation and Community Planning and Development for its role in post-World War II suburban development 
in Denver at the local level.   

Criterion B
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.  

Criterion C 
As a representative example, a state highway that exhibits physical features indicative of an important type or 
subtype identified in the MPS reflecting its original design or important variation may possess significance.   A state 
highway may also possess significance for particularly important engineering achievements.  

SH 391 is not considered to be an early or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department.  Research and 
literature review yielded no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering design or 
construction techniques that serve to distinguish this highway from other roads and does not appear to exhibit 
important engineering innovations or important later modifications.  The highway’s design and construction appear 
to fall within the established standard practices of state highway design and construction of the time and the 
highway does not possess significance under Criterion C. 

Criterion D 
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 392

Highway Location:

Counties: Larimer, Weld
Length (Miles): 36.066

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

Colorado Department of Transportation evaluated SH 392 as officially not eligible in 2012 and the State Historic 
Preservation Officer concurred in 2013.    

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

392A From US 287C at the South End of Fort Collins East along (Carpenter Rd) (Old CO RD 32) 
Crossing I-25 ending at 7th Street and SH 257-A in Windsor

392B From SH 257-A East of Windsor East via Lucerne and North To SH 14C at Briggsdale

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

5LR.13197 Not eligible 2013 SH 392

5WL7004 Not eligible 2013 SH 392

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 392

Historical Data:

SH 392A begins at the junction of SH 287 in Ft. Collins in Weld County and travels east, over Interstate(I)-25 to the 
junction with SH 257 in Windsor. SH 392B extends from the east side of Windsor and travels east via Lucerne and 
north to SH 14 in Briggsdale. The entire route is 36 miles.

SH 392 entered the state highway system relatively late, in 1949.  The route originally went from Windsor and SH 
259 east via Lucerne, ending in Barnesville.  The western extension to U.S. Highway n(US) 87/185 (current I-25) was 
added by 1960.  The eastern extension from Barnesville to Briggsdale is shown on state highway maps by 1954 as 
an unpaved road.  State maps show the entire route was paved by 1960.

Northeastern Colorado is within the physiographic province of the Great Plains, and more specifically, the area 
known as the High Plains. The terrain is relatively flat, with gentle hills and shallow waterways, and the climate is 
semiarid, with low levels of moisture. There are few trees and the region is known for weather extremes. The South 
Platte River and its tributaries is the primary source of water and the lifeline for communities in northeastern 
Colorado. The river has guided travelers for millennia, starting with trails used by Native Americans, trappers, and 
explorers. Beginning in 1858, after the discovery of gold at the confluence of Cherry Creek and the South Platte 
River--today’s Denver--the South Platte River Trail guided the majority of travelers to the gold camps and support 
towns. The trail began at the confluence of the North Platte and South Platte in North Platte, Nebraska, as a branch 
of the Overland or Oregon Trail. The transcontinental railroad also followed the river in 1881 when the Union Pacific 
Railroad built its branch line to Denver. After 1910, with the establishment of the Colorado Highway Commission, the 
river dictated the paths of the region’s first major highways and bridges for river crossings.

Prior to the homestead era and the arrival of the railroad, the South Platte River valley was prime pastureland and 
ranchers took full advantage of the ability to run cattle freely for grazing. John Wesley Iliff and others amassed huge 
herds near the river in the 1860s and 1870s, buying key parcels and leasing state and federal lands in northeastern 
Colorado. The cattle were trailed to railheads in Cheyenne or Denver before 1881. After 1881, the railroad towns of 
Brush, Iliff, Sterling, and Julesburg became busy freight shipping points. Farmers formed cooperatives to build major 
irrigation systems based on priority water rights from the South Platte. At Greeley, the construction of irrigation canals 
and storage reservoirs significantly increased the acreage for agriculture. Prior to these systems, crop raising was 
limited to fields in river and creek bottoms but irrigation made it possible for farmers to plant crops in fields on higher 
benches further from the river. Fifty miles east of Greeley, Fort Morgan became the center of several irrigation 
systems that radiated to outlying farms and ranches, as did Sterling, another forty miles downstream (Wyckoff 1999: 
164).

The region has always had a relatively sparse population. Larger towns such as Greeley, Fort Morgan and Sterling 
settled on the river, connected to the smaller towns of Ovid, Sedgwick, Crook, Iliff, Atwood, and Merino. Major 
irrigated crops included corn and feed crops for animals. Sugar beets became a prominent crop after 1910 in Weld, 
Morgan, and Logan counties. The Great Western Sugar Company built ten processing factories in the South Platte 
River valley at Loveland, Greeley, Eaton, Fort Collins, Windsor, Longmont, Sterling, Brush, Fort Morgan, and Ovid. 
The raising and processing of sugar beets also brought large numbers of field workers from other countries to the 
region, including Germans from Russia, Japanese, and Mexicans. While irrigated farming is possible near the river 
and in fields that have water rights to the underground Ogallala aquifer, dryland farming supported farms and ranches 
north of the river near the small communities of Peetz, Stoneham, Briggsdale and Keota. Major dryland crops include 
winter wheat, sorghum, milo, alfalfa, and field peas (Webb 1931: 373).

SH 392 is an east/west connector for the communities of Windsor and Lucerne to the highways of SH 14 and SH 257 
and I-25.  Windsor first began as a stage stop for the Overland Trail and later platted in 1882 with the building of the 
Greeley, Salt Lake and Pacific Railroad (later Union Pacific Railroad).  Situated between larger agricultural markets 
such as Ft. Collins and Greeley, Windsor became an agricultural processing town in the 1903 with the building of the 
Great Western Sugar beet factory (Thomas 2010: 35).  The community of Lucerne was at first a railroad stop for the 
Denver-Pacific Railroad line to Cheyenne in 1869 and later a stop for unloading bales of alfalfa.  By 1892 the town 
was platted.  The Great Western Sugar company had a beet dump in Lucerne from 1902 until 1985 (Lynch 2011). 

SH 392 is one of many short rural regional connector roads developed in the mid-20th century to access more 
prominent routes that connect to urban centers along the front range.  Its entry as a state highway on the later years 
of beet processing and cattle production mark it as a less prominent transportation link to regional markets.  
Research and review of historic mapping does not indicate that this highway provided direct access to destinations 
related to important historic themes such as industry, agriculture, or commerce.          
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 392

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 392

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 392

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 392 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  Portions of the following 
significance statement have been taken from 5WL.7004/5LR.13197, a site form prepared by J. Gabriel/Lisa Schoch 
from CDOT in 2012 that determined the entire highway did not have significance under Criteria A or C. 

Criterion A 
As an Engineered Route, SH 392 is one of many local routes that connect to other more prominent transportation 
corridors.  Research failed to indicate this highway has a direct association with a historical theme important in 
Colorado history, or that it represents an early or prominent road construction project of the Colorado Highway 
Department (CHD), or the connections it provides from any subsequent highway improvements. It was added to the 
state system in 1949, several decades after the highway department began to improve farm to market routes to 
facilitate the state’s growing agricultural industry. The development of the highway is exemplified by expansion and 
contraction of the state’s highway network: expansions of roadway mileage occurred until the 1990s, followed by a 
period when parts of the highway were taken off the system, and added back again. The roadway is also not an 
example of a road built or improved with Depression-era federal work relief programs. As such, the highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion A.   

Criterion B 
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.  

Criterion C 
This highway is not considered to be an early or prominent project of the CHD.  It is not indicative of a period or 
method of construction on a local, regional, or statewide scale. It served as a local roadway between Windsor and 
Lucerne until it was extended to SH 37 in 1954. Research and literature review yielded no evidence to indicate the 
use of innovative or important engineering design or construction techniques that serve to distinguish this highway 
from other roads. It travels across relatively flat terrain and there are no innovative engineering techniques evident 
in its design or construction. The highway’s design and construction appear to fall within the established standard 
practices of state highway design and construction of the time and the highway does not possess significance 
under Criterion C. 

Criterion D 
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 394

Highway Location:

Counties: Moffat, Routt
Length (Miles): 9.265

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

No Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms for previously recorded segments of this highway were identified in 
Compass.  SH 13 (5MF.5138) was recorded as part of the Colorado MPS, and re-evaluated for significance in the pilot 
phase of the Colorado Historic Highway Inventory. Because of its proximity to SH 394, the site form and significance 
evaluation provides some background historic context.

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

394A From SH 40-2 (Victory Way) in Craig south and East To (County Road 65) at the Moffat/Routt 
County Line

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

5MF.5138 Field eligible 2/6/2002 SH 13, STATE HIGHWAY 13

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 394

Historical Data:

SH 394 is located on the south side of Craig, in Moffat County. The highway starts at U.S. Highway (US) 40 (Victory 
Way) and heads south, crossing the Yampa River at milepost 1, then heading east and south to the Moffat/Routt 
County line for 9.265 miles. It provides access to the Craig-Moffat County Airport at milepost 3. It is a two-lane, paved 
roadway until milepost 7, and then is unpaved for the remaining 2.65 miles. At the Routt County line, it becomes 
county road 65. SH 13 is located approximately 1 mile west of SH 394, and both SH 13 and SH 394 terminate at US 
40 on the south side of Craig. 

The earliest USGS map for Craig in 1916 does not show a road in the current location of SH 394, and the next 
available map for Craig, from 1954, shows the highway after it had been designated a state highway in 1949. A 
review of properties from the Moffat County Assessor built on SH 394 date to as early as 1890, indicating the 
presence of a road that predated the state highway designation. The highway initially ended at the Craig-Moffat 
airport, but was extended to the county line in 1955. SH 394 was paved to the airport by 1960. Salek indicated that 
SH 394 ended at SH 13 before the alignment of SH 13 was changed in 1974, and moved further west. When this 
realignment occurred, SH 394 occupied what had formerly been SH 13. 

The westernmost third of Colorado is dominated by the Colorado Plateau, which stretches from western Colorado 
into eastern Utah, northern Arizona, and northwestern New Mexico. The Colorado Plateau is a high desert with 
scattered forests and mesas (or tablelands), including the forested Flat Tops and Grand Mesa, the desert buttes of 
the Bookcliffs and Roan Plateau, and the juniper studded canyons and red sandstone formations that include 
Colorado National Monument. The region is also characterized by broad swaths of federally-owned land managed by 
the Bureau of Land Management and the US Forest Service (Routt National Forest, Flat Tops Wilderness, and Grand 
Mesa National Forest), with lesser amounts belonging to the National Park Service (Colorado National Monument 
and Dinosaur National Monument). 

Before the establishment of Colorado Territory in 1861, this area was part of Utah Territory (1854), reinforcing the 
physical connection between western Colorado and eastern Utah. Similarly, the land in the northwestern part of 
Colorado resembles southwestern Wyoming and there are strong economic and social connections as ranchers from 
southern Wyoming often owned land in northern Colorado, and vice versa. The Colorado River and its major 
tributaries, including the Colorado (Grand), Uncompahgre, and Gunnison are the major sources of water. Up north, 
the Yampa and White rivers feed into the Green River before it joins the Colorado in Utah and are the lifelines of the 
region. As with other parts of the arid state, the rivers dictated the location of settlements, railroads, agriculture, and 
the state’s roads. 

After the Utes were removed in 1880 to reservations in Utah (leaving only two small Ute reservations in the extreme 
southwest corner of Colorado), the railroads quickly mobilized to provide transportation and economic opportunity for 
farmers, ranchers, and other businesses. The Denver & Rio Grande Railroad built the first lines into the San Juan, 
Gunnison, and Colorado (Grand) River valleys between 1881 to 1883 and helped develop the towns of Grand 
Junction, Montrose, and Delta, among others. The railroad to Steamboat Springs and Craig was slower to develop, 
however, given the isolation of the area and issues with winter travel. David Moffat’s Denver, Northwestern & Pacific 
Railroad entered Steamboat in 1909. After Moffat’s death in 1911, the railroad was bought by the Denver and Salt 
Lake, and it continued to its termination point to Craig in 1913. The railroad stimulated the development of coal 
mining in the Yampa River Valley which required a reliable source of freight transportation. 

Agriculture in the Grand and Gunnison river valleys started with experimentation on the best crops suited for the 
environment. Farmers in the early 1880s discovered the river valleys ideal for fruit growing due to the lower 
elevations, long growing seasons, and potential for large irrigation systems such as the Grand Valley Canal on the 
north side of the Colorado in the 1890s.  The fruit growing region stretched from Fruita, Grand Junction, and Palisade 
along the Colorado River to Delta, Hotchkiss, and Paonia on the North Fork of the Gunnison. Peaches thrived near 
Palisade, while apples and pears did well near Cedaredge and areas of Hotchkiss and Paonia.  Farmers also had 
success with sugar beets, corn, wheat, barley, millets, and potatoes (Wyckoff, 1999: 227-231). Settlements clustered 
near river bottoms at Parachute, Rifle, Meeker, Steamboat Springs, and Craig, where large ranches grazed cattle 
and sheep on higher benches above the river bottoms, much of it leased from the federal government for grazing. 
Brown’s Hole, in the far northwest corner of the state, shared borders with Utah and Wyoming and was known as a 
good winter range for large cattle herds from Wyoming (Wyckoff 1999: 244). 

In northwest Colorado, energy-related resources such as coal, oil shale, oil, and natural gas have been important to 
the economy of the region since the late 1880s although the industry was slow to develop along the Yampa until 
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railroad lines provided transportation after 1909. Coal deposits are located in the Yampa Valley west and south of 
Steamboat Springs, the Danforth Hills northwest of Meeker, and the Grand Hogback (near New Castle) north of 
Glenwood Springs. Oil and gas are found near Rangely and Craig, and oil shale has been a boom and bust 
commodity in the Pieance Basin, northeast of Grand Junction, since the turn of the twentieth century. While trains are 
still used to haul coal through the area, trucks became increasingly more important to the industry after World War II 
and the improvement of the area’s highways.  

A review of sources did not reveal that this route represents important road engineering achievements, an important 
road type or subtype identified in the MPS, or that served to provide an important connections to markets or 
facilitated development related to transportation. SH 394 is a minor connector route between Craig and the Routt 
County line to the east. There are very few residences on the road beyond the highway. 

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 394

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 394

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 394 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A 
As a an Engineered Route, SH 394 does not possess significance under Criterion A.  The present day route only 
connects a few ranches/residences with the Craig-Moffat county airport and US 40 on the south side of Craig. The 
route is not considered a primary or significant route because of its late addition to the state highway system in 
1949.   Research failed to indicate this highway has a direct association with a historical theme important in 
Colorado history, or that it represents an early or prominent road construction project of the Colorado Highway 
Department (CHD), or the connections it provides from any subsequent highway improvements.  As such, the 
highway does not possess significance under Criterion A.   

Criterion B 
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.  

Criterion C 
As a representative example, a state highway that exhibits physical features indicative of an important type or 
subtype identified in the MPS reflecting its original design or important variation may possess significance.   A state 
highway may also possess significance for particularly important engineering achievements.  

SH 394 is not considered to be an early or prominent project of the CHD.  Research and literature review yielded 
no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering design or construction techniques that serve 
to distinguish this highway from other roads and does not appear to exhibit important engineering innovations or 
important later modifications.  The highway’s design and construction appear to fall within the established standard 
practices of state highway design and construction of the time and the highway does not possess significance 
under Criterion C.  

Criterion D 
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 394

394.jpg
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 402

Highway Location:

Counties: Larimer
Length (Miles): 4.294

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

No Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms for previously recorded segments of this highway were identified in 
Compass.    

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

402A From US 287C at 14th Street in Loveland East To I-25A and County Road 18 in Johnstown

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

None No previously recorded 
segments are found on or 
adjacent to this highway

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 402

Historical Data:

SH 402 is approximately 4 miles in length and extends west from Interstate(I)-25 to U.S. Highway (US) 287 through 
an agricultural area along the Front Range.  

Northern Colorado was historically the terminus for several prominent trails.  The Oregon Trail, later renamed the 
Overland Trail, extended between Julesburg and Wyoming via Fort Collins.  Settlement occurred along these trails 
and the establishment of farms and ranches led to the later development of water irrigation systems.  The area 
developed into a successful agricultural region in the 1890s with activities related to wheat, alfalfa, and flour milling as 
well as livestock-raising.   In the early 1900s the Great Western Sugar Company established a presence in Northern 
Colorado with numerous factories and railroads to collect sugar beets from fields throughout the region, including 
Berthoud, and distribute the product to sugar factories in Loveland, Longmont, and Fort Collins. (Berthoud Historical 
Society 2015)  

A number of railroads constructed through the region beginning in the 1860s eventually led to a decline in travel 
along these trails and opened up new markets within the state and beyond.  The Colorado Central Railroad 
established itself in the region in 1877.  As a result, the region experienced further settlement, population growth, and 
agricultural development between approximately 1870 and 1890.  The popularity of the automobile increased 
dramatically between 1900 and 1920 as a result of the Good Roads Movement and the establishment of the 
Colorado Highway Commission that expanded the state’s highway network.  By 1914 the Lincoln Highway extended 
through Northern Colorado generally following the path of the Overland Trail.  The development of the first state 
highways included major routes providing connection between population centers and agricultural areas.  In addition, 
smaller communities like Johnstown increasingly saw the benefits of highway access, which led to further highway 
construction along less traveled routes and alignments in the 1920s and 1930s.  The major transportation corridors 
accessing the Front Range include SH 34, SH 36, I-25, and I-76. (Carter and Mehls 1984: 34-36, 41-43, 63-65, 118)

Based on available research historic state highway maps, SH 402 was designated in either 1950 or 1951; state 
highway maps do not indicate that another road was located along this route prior to that time.  SH 402 was paved by 
1954.  SH 402 is one of many state highways, farm-to-market roads, and small local connector roads that served to 
link more remote areas with major regional transportation corridors, towns, and cities; however, research and review 
of historic mapping does not indicate that this highway provided direct access to destinations related to important 
historic themes such as industry, agriculture, or commerce. Rather this highway is one of many roads that forms the 
region’s transportation network.     

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 402

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 402

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 402 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A
SH 402 is one of many short local connector roads constructed in the area.  Research did not indicate that this 
highway is a later example of a prominent project by the Colorado Highway Department (CHD).  Historically, SH 56 
served to provide typical connections to other state roads and county roads to common local and rural regional 
destinations.  The highway did not function as a main transportation route for providing direct connectivity as a 
farm-to-market road between an important agricultural region and its market or direct access to other destinations 
related to important historical themes.  As such, it does not possess significance under Criterion A.    

Criterion B
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.

Criterion C
This highway is not considered to be an early or prominent project of the CHD.  Research and literature review 
yielded no evidence to indicate the use of innovative or important engineering design or construction techniques 
that serve to distinguish this highway from other roads and does not appear to exhibit important engineering 
innovations or important later modifications.  The highway’s design and construction appear to fall within the 
established standard practices of state highway design and construction of the time and the highway does not 
possess significance under Criterion C.  
   
Criterion D
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 402

402.jpg
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 470

Highway Location:

Counties: Boulder, Broomfield, Adams, Denver, Douglas, Araphaoe, Jefferson
Length (Miles): 81.995

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

No Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory forms for previously recorded segments of this highway were identified in 
Compass.    

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

470A From I 70-A west of Denver south and east To I 25-A South of Denver

470B From I 25-A northeast to I-25A

470N From 470E at 025A West/Southwest to Termius at 96TH Ave.

470W From Interchange with I 70-A southeast of Golden north to US 6-G in Golden

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

5AH.2914.1 Officially not eligible>Field 
eligible

05/15/2006>10/10/2005 COLFAX AVENUE - SEGMENT, 
HIGHWAY 40

5DA.2467.1 Officially not eligible>Field 
not eligible

09/22/2004>03/2004 STATE HIGHWAY 85

5DV.2997.1 Officially not eligible>106 - 
Officially eligible>Field not 
eligible

05/26/2005>07/26/1989>
04/19/1989

SECOND CREEK TRAIL

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

5JF.196 Listed on National Register
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 470

Historical Data:

SH 470 is divided into two primary segments and two smaller segments. 470A is signed as C-470, a 26-mile state 
highway in the southwestern part of the Denver metro area that connects Golden, Colorado with Littleton, Colorado 
between Interstate(I)-70 and I-25. 470B is signed as E-470, a 46-mile highway in the eastern part of the metro area 
that was built as a private toll road by the E-470 Authority. It begins at I-25 and Lone Tree on the south and ends at 
I-25 at Broomfield on the north. SH 470 is further comprised of 470 N and 470 W.  470 N is an eight-mile tollway that 
begins at 470 B  in Broomfield, travels west to the southern end of Lafayette,  and terminates at 96th Street. 470 W is 
a 1.2 mile long connector between I-70 and U.S. Highway (US) 6 in Golden. 

I-470 was originally proposed in 1968, and was one of the first Interstate highway projects studied under the new 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) in Colorado.  The original intention was to build an inner beltway around 
the entire metro area. Land use and air quality concerns caused it to be rejected by Federal Highway Administration, 
and instead the federal funding was redirected to build a smaller portion in the southwestern part of the metro area. 
Named “the Southwest Parkway,” the state highway connects I-70 west of Golden with I-25 on the southern end of 
the Denver metro area. The first section of C-470 opened between Santa Fe Drive and I-25 in 1986. By 1991, the 
highway connected US 285 and Ken Caryl Drive. 470 W was built in 2000, and included full interchange 
improvements to allow cars to travel between both directions of C-470 and I-70. In 2005 a new interchange was built 
by the City of Lakewood at Alameda Parkway in 2008 (Salek). The E-470 Authority, an intergovernmental agency 
made up of Adams, Arapahoe, and Douglas counties and the city of Aurora, constructed 470 B, which is known as 
E-470, on the eastern side of the metro area in the late 1980s, and it opened in 1991. The Northwest Parkway 
Authority is also an intergovernmental authority made up of the City and County of Broomfield, City of Lafayette, and 
Weld County. Jefferson County, the City of Arvada, Regional Transportation District, Interlocken Metropolitan District, 
and CDOT are ex-officio members.  470 N, the “Northwest Parkway,” is the only segment of the former I-470 route in 
the northwestern part of the metro area. It was originally proposed to follow SH 93 and connect to 470 A in Golden, 
but Golden residents rejected it because of concerns about growth.  The parkway opened in 2003 (2016: Jefferson 
Parkway).  

This highway does not yet meet the 50 year guidelines of the National Register of Historic Places.  A review of 
sources did not reveal that this route possesses exceptional significance to be considered under Criteria 
Consideration G for properties less than fifty years old. 

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
Highways of Colorado, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway System, Colorado State 
Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, plans in the Online 
Transportation Information System (OTIS) and site forms for previously surveyed resources in Compass when 
available.)
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 470

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 470

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

SH 470 is classified as an Engineered Route under the classification system in the MPS.  

Criterion A 
As a an Engineered Route, SH 470 does not possess significance under Criterion A.  It is not yet fifty years old and 
does not meet the fifty year guideline of the National Register of Historic Places.  Research failed to indicate this 
highway has a direct and important association with a historical theme important in Colorado history, in which it 
would possess exceptional significance under Criteria Consideration G for properties less than fifty years old.  As 
such, the highway does not possess significance under Criterion A.   

Criterion B 
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state in which it would possess 
exceptional significance under Criteria Consideration G for properties less than fifty years old.  Therefore, this 
highway does not possess significance under Criterion B.  

Criterion C 
As a representative example, a state highway that exhibits physical features indicative of an important type or 
subtype identified in the MPS reflecting its original design or important variation may possess significance.  A state 
highway may also possess significance for particularly important engineering achievements.  

Research and literature review yielded no evidence to indicate the design or construction of this highway 
possesses exceptional significance under Criteria Consideration G for properties less than fifty years old.  As such, 
it does not possess significance under Criterion C. 

Criterion D 
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  There is no information to suggest the design or 
construction of this highway possesses exceptional significance under Criteria Consideration G for properties less 
than fifty years old.  Therefore, this highway does not possess significance under Criterion D.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: State Highway (SH) 470

470.jpg
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: U.S. Highway (US) 491

Highway Location:

Counties: Dolores, Montezuma
Length (Miles): 50.052

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

One Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory form (5MT.22131.1) was identified for previously recorded segments of 
this highway.  5MT.22131.1 corresponds to a three-mile segment of US 491 that generally extends along the west 
edge of Cortez and then north of the city.  US 491 was previously recommended as field eligible and this segment was 
recommended as contributing to the eligibility of the overall linear resource.  

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

491A From the New Mexico State Line North To SH 160A South of Cortez

491B From SH 160A in Cortez northwest via Dove Creek To  the Utah State Line

491C From Cortez Spur Connection-From SH 160-A in Cortez Northwest To SH 491-B

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

5MT.22131.1 Field eligible US HIGHWAY 491

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

None No historic districts are found on or adjacent to this highway
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: U.S. Highway (US) 491

Historical Data:

US 491 is approximately 50 miles long and consists of two distinct segments each with its own history.  

The northernmost segment extends between Cortez and the Utah state line west of Dove Creek - this segment has 
an earlier association with US 160 because it was designed and functioned as part of that route until around 1970.  
US 160 is recommended as possessing significance as an early and prominent transportation route across southern 
Colorado constructed by the Colorado Highway Department.  The evaluation of US 160 notes the entire route as it 
existed historically in southern Colorado is significant as an early highway that opened western Colorado for 
automobile transportation by providing a vital link between southwestern Colorado and the southeastern portion of 
the state.  See the Colorado Historic Highway Inventory form for US 160 for more detail.  

Historic state highway maps indicate that the northernmost segment of US 491 was established by the early 1920s 
and continued through the mid-1930s with various alignments, including stair-step patterns at various points, and 
designations of US 450 and US 160.  By 1937 historic highway maps show the general alignment of the current 
highway in place and co-signed US 160 and State Highway (SH) 10 until 1970.  

The southernmost segment travels north from the New Mexico state line for approximately 6 miles before being 
cosigned with current US 160 for approximately 20 miles until reaching Cortez.  Within Cortez, the highway is 
surrounded by commercial and light industrial development that dates to the post-World War II period.  In areas to the 
north and south of Cortez the highway passes through lands used for farming and ranching.  

Southwestern Colorado is a generally mountainous region that owes much of its history to mining.  The earliest 
transportation corridors in southwest Colorado were wagon roads that often followed trails established by Native 
Americans, explorers, fur trappers, and traders.  Later, the Colorado Gold Rush of 1859 brought an influx of people to 
Colorado’s southwestern region in search of fortune and led to the establishment of mining camps and farms and 
ranches through the area to supply activities at the mines and those working in the mines with goods and services.  
Notable, early mining towns like Silverton, Placerville, and Ouray are generally located northeast of US 491 and this 
highway does not have an association with an early trail or mining activities in this part of the state.  

US 491 travels through ranch land where livestock-raising persists and is supported by towns like Cortez, Dolores, 
and Dove Creek; however, US 491 does not provide a direct or important connection to regional markets as a farm-
to-market road.  Other routes in this region, such as US 160 and US 550, provide direct access to regional markets 
for agricultural goods.

In 1956 the Aneth Field, a large oil field bordering southwestern Colorado, southeastern Utah and northeastern 
Arizona, was developed by Texaco, Superior, Phillips, and Shell.  Major drilling and development activities began in 
the 1960s in coordination with the Navajo Nation (Colorado State Planning Commission 1941; 141, 426; Ubbelohde 
et al 2006; 175-177; Resolute Energy Corporation 2011; McPherson 2016).  This expansive oil field is located to the 
west of US 491 and is accessed by numerous highways and local roads in Utah, Colorado and Arizona.  While this 
segment of US 491 passes between Hovenweep National Monument/Canyons of the Ancients National Monuments 
and Mesa Verde National Park, it does not provide direct or primary access to either of these destinations.  US 160 
east of Cortez provides direct access to Mesa Verde National Park and was specifically promoted as the route to 
reach this important tourist destination.  Hovenweep National Monument/Canyons of the Ancients National 
Monument is accessed by other highways in bordering states and indirectly via US 491 from a local road south of 
Cortez.           

Site form 5MT.22131.1 notes that the US 491 possesses significance in southwestern Colorado, for its role in oil 
production, uranium mining, and tourism.  However, as noted above, research did not reveal that the highway 
provided early, direct, or critical access to the Aneth Oil fields, uranium mines, or to important recreational 
destinations; oil extraction and area mining activities were accessed by other highways, such as SH 141 and US 160, 
which have a stronger association with these themes.    

A road following the general alignment of the southernmost segment was established by 1924 and designated US 
560 by 1926.  By 1927 the southern segment was part of US 666, which extended south from Cortez and into New 
Mexico.  In 2003, the State of Mexico spearheaded an effort to fix geometric problems with US 666 and renumber the 
route.  The entire route was changed to US 491 in Colorado on July 1, 2003.   

(Unless otherwise indicated, sources used in the preparation of this section included state highway maps, the 
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: U.S. Highway (US) 491

Highways of Colorado by Matthew Salek, Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado's Highway 
System, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission, 
plans in the Online Transportation Information System (OTIS), and site forms for previously surveyed resources in 
Compass when available.)
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: U.S. Highway (US) 491

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: U.S. Highway (US) 491

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

The northern portion of US 491 from Cortez to the Utah border formed a portion of US 160 until 1970 and is 
historically associated with the early history of this route.  The northern portion of US 491 is classified as a Cultural 
Route and an Engineered Route - the same as US 160 (see inventory form for US 160 for details) - under the 
classification system in the MPS, while the southern portion is classified as an Engineered Route.

Criterion A
Under Transportation, the portion of the US 491 associated with the eralier history as a portion of US 160 and is 
noted as a Cultural Route for its use as an early Native American trail under the area of Transportation at the state 
level.  As and Engineered Route it also represents efforts of the Colorado Highway Department (CHD) by the 
1920s to open the southern portion of the state by linking those segments of US 160 in the southwest and 
southeastern portions of the state together across the continental divide/San Juan Mountains.  As such, this portion 
of US 491 is an example of a prominent project by the CHD in the area of Transportation.  This portion of the 
highway functioned as part of US 160 to provide direct and important east-west connections serving as a link for 
conveying agricultural goods in southern Colorado to market centers and other prominent transportation corridors 
within the region and state.  

The southern portion of US 491 south of Cortez does not possesses significance under Criterion A.  This portion of 
the road functioned to supply and support towns and area industries, such as mining and tourism, by providing 
links to regional transportation corridors, towns, and cities.  Research, literature review, and historic mapping does 
not indicate that this portion of the current highway provided direct access to destinations related to important 
historic themes.  Overall, research did not indicate the any Depression-era federal relief program improvements 
associated with SH 491.

Criterion B
Research did not reveal this highway to be directly associated with the events or work of a person important in 
history, nor does research indicate the highway represents the efforts of a specific individual to secure construction 
of this highway for the economic development of a community or area of the state.  Therefore, this highway does 
not possess significance under Criterion B.

Criterion C
Historically the northern portion of US 491 was associated with the history of US 160 (See the Colorado Historic 
Highway Inventory form for US 160 for more detail), which serves as an example of a prominent project by the 
CHD and was among the first roads designed and constructed for motorized vehicular traffic across the continental 
divide in the state.  However, the portion of US 160 crossing the continental divide is located to the east of US 491.  
Research and literature review yielded no evidence to indicate that US 491 represents the application of innovative 
or important engineering design or construction techniques based on topography or challenging site conditions.  
Significance under Criterion C for its early history and association as one component of US 160 is better 
demonstrated by those portions of the US 160 crossing the continental divide and specifically noted on the 
Colorado Historic Highway Inventory form for US 160.  US 491 does not possess significance under Criterion C.

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: U.S. Highway (US) 491

Criterion D
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.
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Highway Name: U.S. Highway (US) 491

491.jpg
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: U.S. Highway (US) 550

Highway Location:

Counties: Montrose, Ouray, San Juan, La Plata
Length (Miles): 124.489

OAHP Site Numbers (for previously recorded segments, if applicable)*:

CDOT Route Nos. and Milepost (MP) Limits:

CDOT Route Route Description

550A From the New Mexico State Line North To SH 160A Southeast of Durango

550B From SH 160-A in Duranqo north via Molas Divide Silverton, Red Mountain Pass, and Ouray To 
SH 50-A and SH 90-B in Montrose

Site NameAssessment DateAssessmentOAHP Site No.

5LP.1871 106 - Officially eligible>Field 
eligible>Field eligible>Field 
needs data>Field eligible

09/08/2006>06/05/2006>
09/12/2001>06/10/1991>
09/01/1985

RICO-ROCKWOOD WAGON ROAD

5LP.6654 Field eligible 2/8/2002 US HIGHWAY 550, STATE HIGHWAY 19

5LP.6654.1 Does not support eligibility of 
entire linear 
resource>Officially not 
eligible>Field not 
eligible>Field not eligible

08/24/2011>05/16/2003>
08/03/2011>03/10/2002

US HIGHWAY 550 (SEGMENT)

5MN.6047 Field eligible 2/8/2002 US HIGHWAY 550

5MN.6047.1 Supports eligibility of entire 
linear resource>Field 
eligible>Field Eligible for the 
State Register

07/02/2012>08/15/2011>
08/15/2011

US HIGHWAY 550 - SEGMENT

5OR.175.2 Field needs data> 06/13/1980>10/01/1979 MEARS OTTO TOLL ROAD

5OR.175.3 Field eligible 10/16/2000 OTTO MEARS TOLL ROAD

5OR.202 Field needs data 10/1/1979 ALKALI CREEK ROAD

5OR.294 Field eligible 2/8/2002 U. S. HIGHWAY 550, MIRACLE 
HIGHWAY

5OR.294 Field eligible 2/8/2002 U. S. HIGHWAY 550, MIRACLE 
HIGHWAY

5OR.294.1 Field needs data 7/1/1980 U S HIGHWAY 550

5OR.294.2 Officially not eligible>Field 
not eligible

11/25/1994>09/21/1994 U. S. HIGHWAY 550 - SEGMENT

5OR.294.3 No assessment given on 
form

7/1/2008 U. S. HIGHWAY 550 - SEGMENT

5OR.294.4 No assessment given on 
form

7/1/1980 U. S. HIGHWAY 550 - SEGMENT

5OR.294.5 Does not support eligibility of 
entire linear resource>Field 
eligible

06/26/2009>04/16/2009 U.S. HIGHWAY 550 - SEGMENT

5OR.294.6 Contrib. to Officially elig. 
dist.>Officially Eligible for the 
State Register>Field eligible

06/22/1996>06/22/1996>
04/24/1996

SILVERTON SAN JUAN TOLL ROAD, 
SAN JUAN WAY, DURANGO-
SILVERTON-OURAY HIGHWAY, 
D.S.O.HIGHWAY, U.S. HIGHWAY 550, 
MILLION DOLLAR HIGHWAY - 
SEGMENT
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: U.S. Highway (US) 550

Discussion of Site Forms (for previously recorded segments, if applicable):

Four segments documented for this route, 5LP.6654.1, 5MN.6047.1, 5OR.294.1, 5SA.958.1, were completed for 
Highways to the Sky (Associated Cultural Resource Experts, 2002), which comprise the highway between Montrose 
and the New Mexico state line.  Several of the Colorado Cultural Resource Inventory forms (forms) available on 
Compass, such as 5OR.294.5 and 5OR.294.9, conclude that previously recorded segments no longer contribute to the 
overall significance of the entire route.  This is because of loss of integrity due to major modifications such as roadway 
widening from two to four lanes, intersection improvements, turn lanes, rock wall blasting, or realignments to straighten 
out curves.  Forms such as 5OR.294.7-Ouray Tunnel, 5SA.113.2, and 5SA.113.4, conclude other previously recorded 
segments do contribute to the significance of the overall route because they represent the remaining intact original 
alignment of the highway from the 1920s and reflect bold engineering solutions of the period to address extreme 
challenges associated with constructing highway mountain passes.  Extant segments of the toll road may have been 
bypassed and have been identified in forms for previously recorded segments such as 5SA.113.3 and 5OR.63. In 
2009, a graduate student at University of New Mexico in the Department of Anthropology, Adam Stasko, prepared a 
nomination for the portion of the highway between Durango and Ouray in La Plata, San Juan and Ouray counties, 
which has become known as the Million Dollar Highway. The nomination has not been finalized for listing in the state 
and national registers. It recommended listing the highway from Durango to Ouray primarily under Criterion C as an 
impressive engineering achievement, under Criterion B for its association with Otto Mears, and under Criterion A for its 
significance in the areas of Transportation and Entertainment/Recreation. 

Historic Districts located within 250 feet of highway (OAHP Site Number and Name)*:

5OR.294.8 106 - Officially 
eligible>Contrib. to Officially 
elig. dist.>Within NR district

02/02/2010>01/21/2010>
10/06/1983

U. S. HIGHWAY 550, MIRACLE 
HIGHWAY - SEGMENT

5OR.294.9 Does not support eligibility of 
entire linear resource>Field 
eligible

01/27/2011>01/11/2011 US HIGHWAY 550, MIRACLE 
HIGHWAY - SEGMENT

5OR.464 Field needs data 6/1/1980 UNNAMED ROAD

5OR.469 Field needs data 6/1/1980 COUNTY ROAD 8

5OR.63 Officially not eligible>Field 
not eligible

07/15/1981>07/15/1981 OLD MILLION DOLLAR HIGHWAY

5SA.112.2 Officially not eligible>No 
assessment given on form

06/02/2005>10/16/2003 SILVERTON RAILROAD (SEGMENT), 
SILVERTON AND RED MOUNTAIN 
RAILROAD

5SA.113 106 - Officially eligible>No 
assessment given on 
form>Field eligible

12/26/2012>01/01/1974>
02/08/2002

MILLION DOLLAR HIGHWAY, RED 
MOUNTAIN PASS, SILVERTON SAN 
JUAN TOLL ROAD, DURANGO-
SILVERTON-OURAY HIGHWAY, US 
HIGHWAY 550

5SA.113.3 106 - Officially eligible>No 
assessment given on form

06/02/2005>10/16/2003 SILVERTON SAN JUAN TOLL ROAD, 
SILVERTON AND OURAY TOLL ROAD 
SEGMENT)

5SA.113.4 Supports eligibility of entire 
linear resource>106 - 
Officially eligible>Field 
eligible

02/03/2010>10/02/2006>
08/22/2006

U.S. HIGHWAY 550

5SA.113.5 Field eligible 8/31/2007 MILLION DOLLAR HIGHWAY, US 550

5SA.79 Field needs data 9/22/1986 WEIR WAGON ROAD~UTE TRAIL

Assessment (If Applicable)District NameOAHP Site No.

5MN.2724 Listed on National Register
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: U.S. Highway (US) 550

Historical Data:

Forms for previously recorded segments of this highway were reviewed for historical background information (see 
OAHP Site Numbers above).  In addition, a historical summary of this highway is included in Highways to the Sky.  
This information was used to complete the statement of significance.  One item is noted below from the historical 
summary in Highways to the Sky related to the periods of significance.

In 1916 the State and Ouray County started the first construction project with improvements to the road north of 
Ouray.  After Molas Divide was paved in 1957, the entire route had a hard paved surface, and in 1958, the Ouray 
Tunnel was widened but the original tunnel design remained intact.

See Colorado Cultural Resource Inventory forms and Chapter 11 of Highways to the Sky for additional historical 
information on this highway.

Mead & Hunt, Inc./Dill Historians LLC U.S. Highway (US) 550 - Page 3

*Information based on data from Compass provided by OAHP



Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: U.S. Highway (US) 550

Property Type and Areas of Significance:

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Subtypes

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Criterion A specific requirements

Criterion C specific requirements

Cultural:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Representative example (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Farm-to-Market Road

Limited Access, Multiple-Lane, Divided Highway/Freeway

Highway Bypass

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Engineering:

Aesthetic:

Early and/or prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (Transportation)

Association with a significant event (If applicable, the Area of Significance is indicated in the statement of 
significance below)

Association with federal work relief programs (Politics/Government)

Representative example (Transportation)

Engineering achievement (Engineering)

Landscape architecture (Landscape Architecture)

Not Significant - No historical significance identified

Significant - Historical significance identified (see details below) 

A detailed explanation why this highway possesses historical significance is provided in the Significance Statement below.
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: U.S. Highway (US) 550

Historic periods of highway construction:

Level of Significance:

US 550 is classified as an Engineered Route and an Aesthetic Route under the classification system in the MPS.

Criterion A
As an Engineered Route, the toll road reflects an early road project that provided important and primary access for 
mining activities in the San Juan Mountains and opened this previously inaccessible region of the state.  As such, 
segments of the toll road also possess significance under Criterion A in the area of Transportation at the state level.  
In 1887 the toll road was turned over to the state and counties, after travelers complained of excessive toll charges.  
Toll roads from the territorial and pre-automobile era are rare and few surviving examples of this type have been 
identified and evaluated. 

As an Aesthetic Route, US 550 possesses significance under Criterion A in the area of Transportation at the state 
level of significance.  US 550 was an early and prominent project of the Colorado Highway Department (CHD).  
The State and San Juan County took over maintenance of the road in 1887, and by 1910 the CHD had designated 
the route as a state highway.  Major improvements began during the 1920s, continuing into the post-World War II 
era, and resulted in this route being designated as a scenic highway and later, as a Colorado Scenic and Historic 
Byway.  In particular, the 12-mile section (mileposts 80-92) through the Uncompahgre Gorge south of Ouray, 
including the Ouray Tunnel to Red Mountain Pass, allowed  the road to remain open year-round and is considered 
a prominent project because it was designed to enhance the motorist experience through the San Juan Mountains.  
One of the contractors who built the road called it “the million dollar highway,” referring to the overall cost and 
because it was one of the costliest projects of its time.  Over the years, the Million Dollar Highway designation has 
expanded to refer to the segment of the route between Durango and Ouray, or mileposts 20.5 to 92.

Criterion B 
According to the MPS, it is very rare for a highway to be significant under Criterion B: “Criterion B is applicable if a 
highway is associated with historically important persons other than the designer or builder; associations with the 
designer or builder are addressed under Criterion C” (2003: Associated Cultural Resource Experts, Section F-2). 
Previous site forms have noted that the route of US 550 is associated with Otto Mears, a railroad and toll road 
builder, who completed the road construction that had been started by Ouray County, and constructed the road in 
San Juan County.  Mears owned the road between 1882 and 1887, collecting high tolls, until the counties forced 
him to give it up.  Mears was involved with many investments related to industry and transportation in the San Juan 
Mountains, including the construction of the railroad that connected Durango and Silverton. His involvement is 
better expressed under Criterion C, as one of the builders of the early road.  Therefore, this highway does not 
possess significance under Criterion B for its association with Otto Mears.

Criterion C
As an Engineered Route, segments of US 550 possess significance under Criterion C in the area of Transportation 
at the state level of significance as a representative example of toll road construction led by Otto Mears, prior to the 
involvement of the CHD.  The toll road reflects early roadway engineering efforts initiated by Mears between 1882 
and 1883, which provided important and primary access for mining activities in the San Juan Mountains and 

Pre-territorial (pre-1861)

Territorial and pre-automobile state roads (1861-1890)

Automobile age (1890-1930)

Depression and World War II (1930-1945)

Postwar Interstate Era (1945-1973)

Completion and Augmentation of Interstate System (1973-2000)

Significance Statement:

Local

State

National
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Colorado Historic Highway Inventory - Historical Summary and Evaluation of Significance

Highway Name: U.S. Highway (US) 550

opened this previously inaccessible region of the state.  

As an aesthetic Route, US 550 possesses significance under Criterion C in the area of Engineering at the state 
level of significance.  In 1924 the CHD opened the redesigned and improved the 12-mile section  through the San 
Juan Mountains, known as the Million Dollar Highway, and constructed  the Ouray Tunnel.  These improvements 
exemplify bold engineering solutions by the CHD to address the extreme challenges associated with constructing 
highway mountain passes.

Criterion D
For a property to possess significance for information potential, the information yielded by the property must 
answer specific important research questions that cannot be otherwise answered.  The technology of highway 
construction is well understood and documented.  As such, this highway is unlikely to yield important information 
that cannot be discerned from archived plans and other records.  Therefore, this highway does not possess 
significance under Criterion D.
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Highway Name: U.S. Highway (US) 550
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