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The 1931 Hz'gbway Program

BY OLIVER T. REEDY, Senior Assistant Engineer, State Highway

HATEVER the so-called de-

pression in other activities,

nothing of the kind has been
1 evidence during the current sea-
on where highway construction is
oncerned. This is true not only of
jolorado, but of every state in the
nion.

On account of the acute unem-
loyment situation, Congress in-
reased the annual $75 000,000 Fed-
ral Aid Fund to $125000000
hrough a bill which was approved
n April 4, 1930. The date upon
7hich the Federal Aid money be-
ame available was also advanced
everal months. This additional ap-
ropriation increased Colorado’s ap-
ortionment from $1,380,000 to $2,-
16,000.
xIn many of the states, in fact a
1a]or1ty of them, the accumulation
f funds is progressive throughout
he year, and hence it is impossible
0 launch a heavy program early in

e season, therefore making it im-
racticable to take advantage of the
dditional Federal Aid by meeting

e state’s proportion, and putting it

mediately to work at building
ads and supplying men with jobs.

Congress met this situation by
assing what is known as the Emer-
ency Advance Fund Bill, which
as approved on December 20,

30. This bill provides an addi-
onal $3,000,000 to be used on forest
ads; $3, 000000 to be used on proj-
ts through public lands; and $80,-

;000 to be loaned to the states in
rder to meet their Federal Aid al-
tments. This is to be returned to
€ government by equal annual de-
uctions from future Federal Aid
lotments extending over a period

Ve years.

It so happened that Colorado’s

are of the Emergency Fund, $1,-
07,832, equalled almost exactly the
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accumulated amount of Federal Aid
we had been unable to accept in pre-
vious years because of insufficient
state funds. Thus the highway
budget was about $3,000,000 above
normal, amounting in all to about
$9,800,000, permitting a construction
program of about $7,680,000. The
average annual construction expen-
diture for the previous five years
was about $3,494,000.

It is self-evident that if the Emer-
gency Fund was to be effective in
relieving the unemployment situa-
tion, it must be put to use as early
as possible. The first bill before
Congress called for its expenditure
before July 1, 1931, but the states
were able to show that on account
of the winter season interruption to
construction work, it would be im-
practicable to meet this condition,
and the date was advanced to Sep-
tember 1, 1931,

The Highway Department of

Colorado promptly organized its
forces to take advantage of its addi-
tional funds, and completed prepa-
ration of projects and letting of
construction contracts at a rate con-
siderably more than double the pro-
gram in a normal year, and at practi-
cally no increase of expense for ad-
ministration.

Our citizens and visitors have at
the end of the season approximately
400 miles of new road improvements
up to Federal Aid standard, and be-
tween 3,000 and 4,000 men have
been given employment. This does
not take into account any of the
government forces or of men em-
ployed on forest roads or national
park roads. Moreover, it is esti-
mated that a road-building project
gives employment indirectly to two
additional men for each one actually
working on the job, so that the vig-
orous road program has been of
some real moment.

A section of the newly completed concrete paved roadway leading south from Trinidad
in Las Animas County. Photo by U. S. Bureau of Roads.
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price at which roads can be pur-
chased by the public tends to offset
the interest charges. No community
can say today that it has enough
improved roads and streets. The
cost of building and maintaining an
adequate system of highways must
be distributed according to the ben-
efits derived. The natural division
is into roads that benefit the general
motoring public, and roads of purely
local use.

Perhaps the strongest influence in
the stabilization of highway pro-
grams is the continuity of the in-
come from gasoline taxes and license
fees. The budgeting of highway
money has been made possible for
several years ahead through the
steadiness of this income for high-
way purposes. This money has
been an important factor in supply-
ing funds with which to match Fed-
eral Aid. Diversion of this tax from
use on the highways would be most
disastrous to highway programs.
\Vithout the motor vehicle taxes the
continuation of highway programs
becomes dependent on bond issues
and taxes on land. The tax on land
has been decreasing because of the
increased income derived from the
motor vehicle taxes.

Highways are held as common
property by the public. The best
possible transportation on the high-
ways must be provided by the public
that has assumed that responsibility.
Transportation by motor vehicles
has assumed the proportions of a gi-
gantic industry—an essential indus-
try—as the relative stability of mo-
tor vehicle manufacturing during the
depression period has definitely
proved. Motor vehicles must have
roads on which to travel with com-
fort, speed and economy just as a
railroad must have a strong roadbed
over which to operate its rolling
.tock. The provision of money for
building roads and streets is a public
responsibility.

Plans for providing work for un-
employed might well be concen-
trated on road and street construc-
tion. Road and street building as a
means of unemployment relief has
been well tested during the past year
and has not been found wanting.

A crew of twenty men are work-
ing in Byers Canon near Hot Sul-
phur Springs. They are engaged in
widening and straightening this
road. Day labor is being used. This
is another unemployment road proj-
ect.
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“Weaving driver,” “speeder,”
“road hog”—call him what you will,
he stands out as one of motordom’s
greatest public enemies.

Studies reveal that nearly 50 per
cent of all accidents caused by im-
proper driving are caused by this
fellow. Ile is discourteous and dan-
gerous.

In its recent analysis of 105,000
accidents directly due to improper
conduct at the wheel, the National
Safety Council reached these conclu-
sions:

“Cutting in” was responsible for
7,051.

“Passing on a curve or hill” was
responsible for 891.

“Passing on the wrong side” was
responsible for 865.

“Exceeding the speed limit” was
responsible for 20,370.

“Driving on the wrong side of the
road” was responsible for 16,926.

Adequate traffic laws, rigidly en-
forced, would keep this public en-
emy off the road and make motoring
both safe and pleasant for the vast
majority of automobile drivers.

COUNTIES SHARE OF GAS
TAX IS $1,625,695

URING the year of 1931 the
D counties of Colorado outside

of Denver received $1,625,-
695.09 as their share of the 4-cent
gasoline tax. This tax was distrib-
uted to the counties on a basis of
state highway mileage in the vari-
ous counties, and was 27 per cent
of the total tax collected.

In Denver county there is no state
highway mileage. And under the
law Denver is excluded for this rea-
son from sharing in the distribution
of the gas tax, except for 3 per cent,
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which is distributed to the citieg
construction and maintenance
street designated as “through j
ways.”

The largest sum distributeg
any one county under the 27
cent distribution went to
county, which received $62,21
Las Animas county received the
ond largest sum with $47,743,

The distribution was certified
State Auditor William D. Mac
nis as follows:

Gasoline Tax Distribution, 19;
27 Per Cent to Counties

Adams ...
Alamosa .............. ... -
Arapahoe
Archuleta ...
Baca
Bent ..............

Cheyenne
Clear Creek... R
Conejos ......ccocoeoveeeenn. .
Costilla
Crowley
Custer
Denver ...
Delta
Dolores ......
Douglas ......
Eagle
Elbert ...
El Paso
Fremont
Garfield
Gilpin ...
Grand ..
Gunnison ... .
Hinsdale
Huerfano

Jackson .. ...
Jefferson ...
Kiowa ... -
Kit Carson
Lake
LaPlata ... ...
Larimer .........
Las Animas........

Lincoln ...

Logan ...
Mesa ...
Mineral
Moffat

Montezuma ...
Montrose .......
Morgan ..
Otero ......
Ouray ...
Park . ... ...
Phillips
Pitkin

Prowers
Pueblo
Rio Blanco.....

Rio Grande ...
Routt . ...

San Miguel ...
Sedgwick .
Summit ...
Teller ......
Washington
Weld ...

Yuma

$1,625,
February
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Maintain Our Roads

HE Maintain-Our-Roads cam-
paign begun recently by the
American Road Builders’ As-

jation is receiving the enthusi-
ic support of all Federal, state
d county public highway officials,
he campaign is under the direction
‘C. N. Conner, engineer-executive
* the American Road Builders’
ssociation.
The general public is being asked
preserve the nation’s investment
highways and also to keep the
blic roads safe, comfortable and
onomical for motor vehicles by
viding sufficient funds for proper
aintenance.

The public clamor for reduced

es and decreased governmental

wpenditures has brought about a

rious situation in many sections of

e country where road work, in-

uding maintenance, practically has

en stopped.

A survey of the attitude of state

ighway departments shows that

tive support in the Road Builders’
ampaign will be given by the states.
ttention is called by state highway
ficials to the immense cost of re-
toring the roads to their former
ondition if they are allowed to go
own in the present emergency.
ontinuous maintenance is being
rged by the states in conferences
ith county officials and in state-
ents to the public. The cost of
aintenance is shown to represent
ut a small part of the motor vehicle
wner’s return in reduced tire, gaso-
lne and vehicle maintenance costs,
vhich amount to more than half of
the cost of motor vehicle operation.

The New York state highway
budget while reduced in total
amount appropriates exactly the
same sum for maintenance as in pre-
vious years.

An official of a middlewestern
tate says: “It is imperative that
he user of the roads be given
roper return for his gasoline and
icense taxes.”

One state which has temporarily
ibandoned construction is now de-
oting all of its highway funds to
naintenance.

The National Rural Letter Car-
iers’ Association, the members of
vhich cover 1,250,000 miles of high-
vay daily, representing the travel of
13,000 rural letter carriers, is one of
he large groups joining in the bat-
le to maintain our roads.

The 3,000 counties in the United
States have been enlisted in the

september, 1932

campaign to reach the public ear
with an appeal for proper mainte-
nance of county roads. Twenty-two
organizations of county highway
officials affiliated with the county
highway officials’ division of the
American Road Builders’ Associa-
tion will actively promote proper
highway maintenance. Every county
has a large investment in highways.
To preserve this investment and to
secure adequate service from the
highways together with minimum
operating costs for motor vehicles,
adequate and timely maintenance is
absolutely essential. Neglect of
proper maintenance for only a few
months can result in a condition of
disrepair that may necessitate recon-
struction of the roads that is much
more expensive than maintenance.

Progressive maintenance is advo-
cated as a means of adding a definite
increment of improvement in addi-
tion to keeping the roads true to
type. Such maintenance improve-
ment keeps the roads just a little
bit better than is required for traf-
fic. There is no investment in the
highway before it is needed to meet
traffic demands.

The “Maintain - Our - Highways”
campaign includes conferences and
public addresses before meetings of
road builders and national and civic
organizations for the purpose of pro-
viding them with information to
present to the public. Full news-
paper and magazine cooperation is
assured. Special material is in
preparation for the use of county
newspapers. Stickers will be used

on letters and motor vehicle win-
dows. Posters on road maintenance
will be placed in county courthouses
and in gasoline filling stations. Let-
ters are being mailed to all county
and state highway executives asking
them to do their part in meeting the
maintenance situation on the high-
ways.

Results of the campaign will be
manifested in public savings and
economy that will reduce highway
transportation costs and lighten the
tax burden on the property owner.

MOTOR VEHICLES
NOW NECESSITIES

There wa a time when bathtubs
and electric lights were luxuries. A
decade ago motor vehicles were lux-
uries; now they are necessities to
all.

Consider the school teacher and
the mechanic who live in the coun-
try and drive many miles to work.
Bear in mind the congestion in cities
that has been relieved due to the
development of automobile trans-
portation permitting people to live
comfortably in localities otherwise
inaccessible. The motor bus and the
truck now offer new transportation
facilities that have added value to
real estate in many new localities.

Good roads and motor vehicles,
the one useless without the other,
are both necessities to modern life
just as are electric lights and bath-
tubs.

Vote NO on Amendment No. 6 at
the November election.

Revenues from jour-cent gas tax built this road, through one of Colorado’s rocky canons.

Passage of Amendment No. 6 will leave regions like this witk nothing but cowtrails. If

the motorist does not pay for the maintenance of these roads the burden will be thrown
on the real estate owner.
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