Transportation Commission of Colorado
Regular Meeting Minutes
Feb. 16, 2017
Chairman Gary Reiff convened the meeting at 9:30 a.m. at the CDOT
Headquarters.
PRESENT WERE: Gary Reiff, Chairman, District 3
Shannon Gifford, District 1
Ed Peterson, District 2
Kathy Gilliland, District 5
Kathy Connell, District 6
Kathy Hall, District 7
Sidny Zink, Vice Chair, District 8
Rocky Scott, District 9
Bill Thiebaut, District 10
Steven Hofmeister, District 11
VACANT:

District 4

ALSO PRESENT: Shailen Bhatt, Executive Director
Michael Lewis, Deputy Executive Director
Josh Laipply, Chief Engineer
Debra Perkins-Smith, Director of Transportation Development
Maria Sobota, CFO
Herman Stockinger, Government Relations Director
Paul Jesaitis, Region 1 Transportation Director
Karen Rowe, Region 2 Transportation Director
Dave Eller, Region 3 Transportation Director
Johnny Olson, Region 4 Transportation Director
Mike McVaugh, Region 5 Transportation Director
David Spector, HPTE Director
John Cater, FHWA Division Administrator
Tony DeVito, Central 70 Project Director
Kyle Lester, Director, Highway Maintenance
Ryan Rice, Director, Operations Division
Vince Rogalski, STAC Chairman
Jane Fisher, Director, Program Management
Chad Ray, Director, Emergency Management
Kathy Young, Chief Transportation Counsel
AND: Other staff members, organization representatives,
the public and the news media
An electronic recording of the meeting was made and filed with supporting
documents in the Transportation Commission office.
Audience Participation
Chairman Reiff opened the floor for audience participation.

Dave Schmitt, Public Works director for Arapaho County presented an award to
Jeramiah Unger from the Association of American Civil Engineers for his work in
water quality asset management. Jeramiah was congratulated by Commissioner
Reiff.
Individual Commissioner Comments
Commissioner Hall attended the Intermountain TPR meeting and met with
county commissioners throughout her district in January.
Commissioner Gifford is excited to see the press that the Ski Train has been
receiving. She stated it’s a great example of a small investment that gets a huge
return. Additionally, she commented that Tony DeVito and David Spector did a
great job at the recent Central 70 town hall.
Commissioner Hofmeister had no comments to report.
Commissioner Thiebaut congratulated Jeramiah Unger for his fantastic work on
water quality and for being recognized by his organization.
Commissioner Connell brought up that the recent winter has been difficult on
CDOT’s roadways. She believes this is a good demonstration of the need for more
funding for our highways.
Commissioner Peterson had the opportunity to attend the JEFFTAG meeting. He
also worked very closely with staff and the locals on the C-470 RAMP funds
issue. He thanked staff for their very hard work on the issue.
Commissioner Scott attended a number of public meetings in February. Namely,
he attended a meeting for the I-25 PEL project, and was pleased to see the
universal appreciation for CDOT at the meeting. Additionally, he thanked Karen
Rowe for her great work in the Region.
Commissioner Gilliland commended Region 4 for their hard work on the North I25 project, and for coming together of highway 34 funding. In February, she met
with Wellington to discuss with them their transportation needs as the
experience rapid population growth. Additionally, she outlined her experience
with the RUC Pilot program.
Vice Chair Zink had a busy month. She met Denver for a meeting of the
Efficiency and Accountability meeting. It was a different meeting this month, as
it took place at the capitol, which changed a number of dynamics. Additional in
Denver, she met with business people throughout the state to discuss
transportation. Finally she attended the San Louis TPR meeting this month.
Executive Director’s Report
Executive Director Bhatt took the opportunity to outline a number of
accomplishments CDOT has been awarded recently. He noted the Ski Train is
getting covered internationally, the award Jeremiah received earlier, awards
given to CDOT by WTS and ENR, and finally the Elevation Award given by the

Governor to CDOT. He stated these awards speak to the quality of the staff at
CDOT.
Chief Engineer’s Report
Chief Engineer Josh Laipply introduced Jerad Esquibel as the new Director of
Project support. He informed the commission that the CDOT plan for ADA
compliance has been submitted to FHWA. Currently, CDOT is 20% compliant
with the federal guidelines. Finally, he informed the commission of the current
PMO numbers. It was a low month of spending due to bad weather, however he
is confident that spending will catch up in the following months.
HPTE Director’s Report
HPTE Director David Spector informed the commission that the format of the
Annual HPTE Report has been changed, and will be distributed to the
Commission. Next month HPTE will be submitting a budget to the TC. The HPTE
board earlier in the week approved the C-470 IAA, which the TC will be acting on
today. Additionally, the Board backed a bond resolution which changed the
parameters to adjust for interest rates.
FHWA
FHWA Division Administrator John Cater brought up that the ROD for Central 70
was signed in February. This does not mean the project is ready to go, but it is a
huge hurdle. It is currently posted federally and waiting for comment. Mr. Cater
mentioned that a Traffic Incident Management training took place, between
emergency services, tow companies and CDOT to best figure out how to address
emergencies when they occur on our roadways. Corresponding to that, FHWA is
starting a “Move Over” campaign to encourage drivers to move over or slow down
for emergency services.
STAC
STAC Chairman Vince Rogalski informed the commission that at the last STAC
meeting, they received an update on the STIP program, and appreciated the STIP
newsletter. At their meeting, STAC suggested a communication network be put
in place to better help STAC members meet with elected officials. Finally, they
discussed at length the Freight program, which they believe is very important.
Act on Consent Agenda
Chairman Reiff entertained a motion to approve the Consent Agenda.
Commissioner Connell moved for approval of the Resolution, and Commissioner
Gifford seconded the motion. Upon vote of the Commission, the Consent Agenda
passed unanimously.
Resolution #TC-17-2-1
BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED, that the Transportation Commission’s Regular
Meeting Minutes for Jan. 19, 2017, are approved.
Resolution #TC-17-2-2

Resolution #TC-17-2-3

Resolution #TC-17-2-4

Resolution #TC-17-2-5

Discuss and Act on the 8th Budget Supplement of FY 2016-17
CFO Maria Sobota presented the supplement to the commission and opened the
floor for questions. Commission Zink brought up the lack of ROW budget, Maria
stated that is located in the Bridge Enterprise Budget
Chairman Reiff entertained a motion to approve the 8th Budget supplement.
Commissioner Hall moved for approval of the Resolution, and Commissioner
Gilliland seconded the motion. Upon vote of the Commission, the resolution
passed unanimously.
Discuss and Act on C-470 IAA& Direct Agreement
Nick Farber from HPTE walked the commission through the changes in the
project and the details of the direct agreement.
Chairman Reiff entertained a motion to approve the C-470 IAA & Direct
Agreement. It was moved, seconded and passed unanimously.
Resolution #TC-17-2-7

Discuss and Act on C-470 Resolution
David Spector gave a brief rundown on the changes outlined in the new
resolution. He opened the floor for questions. Commissioner Reiff stated that
there has been a lot of hard work from Staff and the Commission to come to a
solution that worked for all parties.
Chairman Reiff entertained a motion to approve the 8th Budget supplement.
Commissioner Connell moved for approval of the Resolution, and Commissioner
Hofmeister seconded the motion. Upon vote of the Commission, the resolution
passed unanimously.

Resolution #TC-17-2-8

Discuss and Act on Right of Way Settlement Approval
Chairman Reiff brought up that at workshops there was an extended discussion
on all of the settlements, with the opportunity for the public to speak and attend
the meeting.

Chairman Reiff entertained a motion to approve the Right of Way Settlements.
Commissioner Connell moved for approval of the Resolution, and Commissioner
Scott seconded the motion. Upon vote of the Commission, the resolution passed
unanimously.
Discuss and Act on Right of Way Acquisition Approval
Chairman Reiff brought up that at workshops there was an extended discussion
on all of the condemnations, with the opportunity for the public to speak and
attend the meeting. Three of the parcels to be acted upon, US550 Kirby Lane, US
34 Big Thompson Canyon, and the LePlatt property were removed from the
docket and will be addressed in March after further Staff Review.
Chair Reiff also stated the below letters regarding project 16792 would be
included in the meeting minutes:

Chairman Reiff entertained a motion to pull those three properties from the
February discussion. Commissioner Connell moved for approval of the delay,
and Commissioner Scott seconded the motion. Upon vote of the Commission, the
delay of the three properties passed unanimously.
Chairman Reiff entertained a motion to approve the remaining Right of Way
Acquisition. Commissioner Gifford moved for approval of the Resolution, and
Commissioner Hall seconded the motion. Upon vote of the Commission, the
resolution passed unanimously.
Safety Update
Darrell Lingk walked the commission through the 2017 workers comp claims.
This year, there has been an increase in deaths on the states roadways.
Additionally, there has been a 17% increase in collisions involving plows.
Commission Connell asked where the incidents are occurring. Darrell stated
they are occurring all over the system.
Commissioner Gilliland asked if the winged plows are to blame for the collisions.
Darrell stated it is a factor, and they are working on better signage and visibility
tools to lower the rate of collisions.
Central 70 Update
Central 70 Project Director Tony DeVito walked the commission through the
memo in front of them. He noted that the ROD was signed 14 years after the
project was first initiated. They are currently working with the 4 bid teams on
their technical changes. He noted this is the part in the process where the
innovation and creativity of the teams is put on display.
Commission Gilliland took the opportunity to state how impressed and pleased
she is to see the workforce building program going along with this project.
Acknowledgements
Executive Director Shailen Bhatt brought up Joel McWhirter. Recently, while on
his snowplow patrol, Joel encountered a car that had driven off of a large cliff.
Joel saw the tire tracks, and went down to the vehicle. He assisted the driver,
gave them blankets and alerted emergency services.
Deb Perkins Smith presented the following people with environmental awards:
•
•

Spill Proof Valves - Jamie Lawson and Robert Turner –

•

US6 over Garrision Street Design-Build - Kevin Brown, Project Director CDOT; Chris
Paiz, Project Engineer CDOT Construction; Steve Sherman, Project Manager, CDOT
Design; Matt Gilbert, Project Manager; Tsiouvaris, Simmons, Holderness Owner’s
Representative; Jan Chang, Materials Engineer, CDOT; Brad Davis, Project Manager,
Hamon Infrastructure – Contractor; Gabe Burgess (formerly AMEC) Quality Control

Craig Maintenance Facility Upgrades - Todd Weber, Paul Anderson, Dave Rittinger,
Mike Hergenreter, Ron Cox, Steve Simpson, Sterling Miller, Dennis Craig, Doug
Palmer, Benny Terry, Allen Gardner, Shannon Merriam, Todd Erickson, Lynn Powell,
Doug Doolin, Dennis Sanchez, Mark Eike, Austin Gilbert, Stephen Bokros and Clint
Moyer

Manager; and Doug Barr, Project Manager AMEC – Contractor’s Engineer

•

Special Contributor – April Thomas

Adjournment
Chairman Reiff closed the January Transportation Commission meeting at 10:57
a.m.

